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£129 


Rombo, are proud to announce the launch of their new range of 
Multimedia Digitisers. 

Each digitiser has been designed with total flexibility in mind, by 
offering a cost effective upgrade path between models. Giving the 
user complete peace of mind, and the freedom to choose a digitiser 
for his present requirements. But reassuring him, that if those 
change, he can move up to the next model. All Vidi Amiga's now 
have a similar user interface, so moving between products is easy ! 




£199 


Vidi Amiga (12) RT, offers all the functionallity and specification 
of Vidi (24) RT, but in 12-bit. Capturing 4096 colour images in 
real-time from any video source. This includes TV, Video Recorder, 
Video Camera, Satellite etc. etc. 

New user interface with powerful image processing and picture 
manipulation. Support for both composite and SVHS or YC inputs. 

Plug-in device with easy install software. Simple enough for the 
novice yet powerful enough for the professional. Compatible with 
all Amiga's. Never before has the Amiga market seen such value 
for money. Manufacturer upgrade available to Vidi Amiga (24) RT 
POA. Compatible with all AGA resolutions and colour modes. 




£299 


Vidi Amiga (24) RT, will push your Amiga to its limit. Real-time 
image capture in excess of broadcast quality. True colour, photo 
-realistic picture files grabbed from any video source. Display 
resolutions up to 1472 x 576, what more can 1 say ! 

Vidi Amiga (24) RT offers a breakthrough for all Amiga users, 
taking them into the world of 24-bit image capture. With no 
restrictions on video equipment or Amiga hardware. 

All the pictures shown on the full page Vidi Amiga (24) RT advert 
represent the actual printed output quality that can be achieved. 
Simply by sending the finished image file to a Bureau for output. 

Throw away your scanner, its too much like hard work ! 
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These Images 
represent the 
quality of output 
achievable usiiig* 
Vidi Amiga (24jfr 


If you're looking for the ultimate in 
24-bit image capture & editing, then 
look no further! Vidi Amiga (24) RT 
offers you features and specification 
unmatched by any rival. And what's 
most important is its compatibility. 
Vidi Amiga (24) RT will work on all 
Amiga's including A500, 1200 etc. 

Finally compare our pricing and I 
am sure you will agree that no other 
company can offer you so much for 
so little ! 

SOME OF OUR FEATURES.. 

Image capture at up to full overscan 
video resolution in all AGA colour 
modes. Display images up to 
1472x576. 


ANIMATION: 

Fully featured Swipe & Play 
animation workstation. 

POWERFUL IMAGE PROCESSING: 
Average, Balance, Blur, Brightness, 
Contrast, Convolve, Drop RGB, 

Edge Detect, Emboss,Equalize, 
Exposure, Flip X/Y, Gamma 
Correction, Negative, Quantize, 
Saturation, Cut & Paste. 

FILE SUPPORT: 

24-bit Amiga formats, All AGA 
Modes, ILBM, ANIM, BMP, PCX, & 
TIFF. 

COMPATIBLE WITH: 

Workbench 1.3, 2.0, & 3.0. 
Composite, SVHS or Y.C. sources. 
A500, A600, A1200, A1500, A2000, 
A3000, A4000. 
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Rombo, Kirkton Campus, Livingston, SCOTLAND, EH54 7AZ. 
Tel: (44)0506 414631 _ Fax: (44) 0506 414634 



















































































For the Serious Amiga User 



Who Does What 

Managing Editor and Publisher: 

Antony Jacobson 

Editorial Co-ordinator: David Taylor 
Editorial Assistant: Gideon Overhead 

Contributors: Ashley Cotter-Cairns, Andy 
Eskelson, Gary Fenton, Andrew Gould, Patrick 
Howlett, Anthony Mael, Barry McCarthy, Andy 
Moss, Paul Overaa, Alan Puzey, Michael 
Rumblelow, Bud Vennos, Martin Witton. 


CONSTANT 

FACTORS 


Amiga Dimension 

Managing Editor Antony 
Jacobson says Commodore’s 
survival may well be their best 
achievement. 



Design: Graham Baldock 

Advertisement Executive: Jake Deadman 
Advertisement Manager: Heather Duffin 


Copyright 

AUI Limited 

Editorial & Advertising: 

Amiga User International 
48 George Street, London W1H 5RF 
Telephone: 071 487 1076 
Advertising: 071 487 4284 
Fax: 071 224 0547 

Subscriptions Address: AUI Subs. Dept. 
Lazahold Ltd, P.O.Box 10, Pallion Ind. Est. 
Sunderland SRI4 6SN. 

Subscriptions Telephone: 091 510 2290 

Published by AUI Limited 


6 AUI SuperDisk 31 

Personal Paint 2.1 - the 
acclaimed program from ace Italian 
software creators, Cloanto is yours 
entirely. Here’s a few tips on how to 
use it best. 



Distributed by COMAG Ltd 
Origination and Colour Reproduction: 

Ford Graphics Ltd, Fordingbridge, Hants. 

Amiga User International - an independent 
magazine for Commodore computer users - 
is not connected in any way with Commodore 
Business Machines UK. It is published 12 
times per year on the first Thursday of the 
month. The publishers do not accept any 
liability for any incorrect statement or errors 
contained in material that may be produced 
from time to time. 

Printed in the U.K. 

...And What They 
Used 

Commodore’s Amiga A3000, A2000, A500, 
Citizen’s Swift 240C, Canon’s BH-20 
Bubblejet, Consultron’sCrossDOS, Electronic 
Art’s Deluxe Paint IV, GVP’s A530 Turbo, 
Toshiba’s IDE drive, Supra’s V32 Fax Mo¬ 
dem, Datel’s Action Replay MKIII, ASDG’s 
Art Department Professional, Epson’s GT- 
6500 colour flatbed scanner, Readysoft’s 
AMAX, OpalTech’sOpalvision, Innovatronic’s 
Directory Opus, JCL’s ColourPic Plus and 
Cabaret, John Veldthuis’ VirusChecker, JVC’s 
HR-D980 Video Recorder, Micro-System’s 
Scribble!, 32bit RAM from First Choice Com¬ 
puters, Discovery Software’s Grabbit. Cover 
pictures created by Gary Fenton using 
Personal Paint 4.0 and OpalVision. 

NEW YEAR...NEW LOOK 

As you will see the cover doesn’t look the 
same this month. New year, new look. We 
hope you like it and in the coming months 
you will see further changes both of design 
and editorial content. Changes? We’d rather 
call them improvements. But AUI was the 
first and we’ll try to keep it still the best UK 
Amiga magazine. Enjoy. 



AUI 

SuperDisk 32 


Some top programs to entertain you 
in the long nights and to bring 
Spring to your Amiga screen. 
Assembled and scuplted by disk 
artist Gary Fenton. 


NewsFile 

Anthony Mael and 
Martin Witton have been at it again! 
They’ve gone down to the depths 
and risen to the heights to find the 
excitements of the amazing and 
amusing electronic world. 



The Video 
Column 


Alan (Hitchcock) Pusey guides you 
through the Celluloid Jungle, helping 
you ward off the perils with nothing 
more than a camera. 


Everything You 
\J Need to Know 
About - The Amigas! 

Yes, a computer you may have 
heard of is counted up and analysed 
by David Taylor. 



Edutainment 

Martin Witton is at last 


able to express a deeper meaning 
than “erm”, and even gets 10 out of 
10 for English. 
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Oft The PD 
Stakeout 

Gideon Overhead, keeping his and 
your wallet tightly locked, brings the 
best and oddest of the down market 
Amiga software world. 

1 Amiga 

Answers 

Andy Eskelson, the Wizard of OS, 
will lead you along the Yellow Brick 
road of knowledge by replying 
wisely to all your questions and 
solving all your problems. 

loste 10 

It’s what Bud Vennos grants you. 
You can make your comments, 
complaints and compliments and 
receive, sometimes, a 
compassionate hearing. At others, 
depending on his mood, he’ll sort 
you out and no mistake. 


FIELD REPORT 


M A Real 

Fantasy? 

Heavily masked, Ashley 
Cotter-Cairns gets taken for a ride, 
and a flight, tripping the light 
fantastic in the virtual reality world 
at a VR conference. 


9Q 10YearO|d Baby 

Michael Rumbelow 
finds that the compact disc is finally 
growing up at the CD-Rom Show. 


Porn Brokers 

Shock! Horror! AUI 
stars in Channel 4 Expose! Well, 
not quite but David Taylor and 
Anthony Mael force themselves to 
spend hours and hours and hours 
gazing at the not always disk- 
gusting and graphically explicit 
world of electronic lust. If you are 
easily offended or excited, you are 
advised to close your eyes while 
you read this article. 



TEST DRIVE 


|nter P |a y 

No, it’s not escaped 
from the Porn Brokers, it’s Andrew 
Gould investigating a new authoring 
system to let you create your own 
CDs. 



Gary Fenton feels like a video 
showman with the stunning new 
features that this international 
program now provides. 


OO Vidi 24 Real 
Time 

The world’s best Amiga digitiser? A 
dazzled Alan Pusey finds the claims 
may well be justified for this 
astonishing British add-on. 



« Just Imagine 

Almost to the magic 
3.0, Barry McCarthy test drives what 
might be the final, final rehearsal for 
this astounding package. 



^k^k Money Really 
*1“ Matters 

Ashley Cotter-Cairns can look his bank 
manager in the eye after test driving 
Digita’s program that puts his accounts 
in order and even in the black. 
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i&O Final Writer 

No, it’s not John Walker 
himself but a top of the line word 
prcessing program from Softwood that 
provides new standards for the Amiga. 



Personal 
Paint 4.0 


You’ve tried the disk - PPaint 2.1 - now 
read about the leap forward of the latest 
version of this outstanding program. 



Air Link 

BHi Stand back! Orders 
Patrick Howlett as he test drives an 
add-on the lets you change your TV 
channels and remote control your 
Amiga. 


E 42 Landscape 
Maker 

Be careful before becoming a 
creator, advises Gary Fenton after 
experiencing the godlike feeling with 
this graphic package. 



enhancements from the popular and 
easy to use programming program 
is what Gary Fenton has found. 




In The 
Beginning.. 


M Imagination 
Tools 

Barry McCarthy says never mind 
the format just feel the textures as 
he caresses lovingly a new package 
from Alternative Image. 

Size Isn’t 
Everything 

Barry McCarthy measures the 
pleasures of ever bigger storage 
with a Fujitsu Mangneto optical 
drive of very agreeable proportions. 


Was the logo, says Barry McCarthy 
and shows you how to do it well, in 
another installment of his 
informative 3D Tips. 




EE IS Programmed 
^#^9 Painting 

Gary Fenton finds that not all paint 
packages illustrate the same way, 
test driving this one from MegageM 
which is programmable. 


ARexx Info 

It’s nosetackling 
time counsels Paul Overaa 
explaining how QuarterBack and its 
tools can be scripted through ARexx. 
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104 Programming 

Showing you the way to get your 
domination over the operating 
system can be increased, Paul 
Overaa provides some nifty tips 
including the code on the SuperDisk 
32. 


SPECIAL OFFER 



Personal 
Paint 4.0. 


Yes, reviewed exclusively in this At// is 
the outstanding new version of the paint 
program you can use freely from the 
AUI SuperDisk 31. Cloanto, its 
creators, have arranaged a superb offer 
for AUI readers to get the Personal 
Paint 4.0 at a specially discounted 
price. 


AUI SPECIAL 



M Think Print! 

Alex Standish leads 
AUl’s team of Gutenberg Gaspers 
into a two-dimensional 
investigation of what printers can 
do for you and what you can do 
with print. Included in this AUI 
Special Report are info on the 
printers and the companies who 
create them, mini- reviews of the 
hottest printers around, easy 
access to the jargon plus two full 
page test drives of the latest and 
possibly greatest to hit the Amiga 
scene, the BJ 600 and and an 
exclusive report on the true Amiga 
version of Primera, a sensational 
colour printer like none you have 
seen before. All you need to know 
about printers - don’t buy one or 
upgrade your present printer until 
you’ve read Think Print! 


61 


Subscribe 
to AUI 


Save the walk to the shops and 
avoid disappointment when they’re 
all sold out. Get the postie to bring 
AUI to your very door. 


114 

Vidi.24RT! 


Competition 

Win the terrific 


He 

iiln 

In this AUI there is a letter from an 
American Amiga user group bitterly 
criticising Commodore and the Amiga press 
for the failure to support the Amiga. There’s 
also a report that Commodore have brought 
out, in the UK, a new pack for the Amiga 
CD 32. 

Why have Commodore brought out a new 
four game pack for the CD 32? Because 
they hope to sell more. If they’d thought the 
previous two game pack was doing enough 
they would have left well alone. However, 
Amiga CD 32s sold have probably been 
somewhat fewer than CBM had hoped but 
more than many people expected. Best 
estimates are, by the time you read this, 
some 75,000 Amiga CD 32s will have been 
bought by the public in the UK with perhaps 
another 50,000 in the rest of Europe. 

Though Commodore will have sold far more 
into the wholesale and retail trade. 

When the Amiga CD 32 came out there 
was very little softwware for it. There’s now 
much more and all the big guns in the 
games field are moving into the machine. 
That’s what is necessary for it to succeed in 
Europe and in its coming launch in the 
USA. 

What CBM did is, because of their financial 
problems, they had to do. They launched 
the machine before the time was right but 
made their campaign pretty well work. To 
have sold as many as they have in the face 
of fierce competition with only a handful of 
titles ready is by no means a small 
achievement. 

But eventually it’s the public that decides if 
a product is what it wants. And the product, 
probably to Commodore’s surprise, this 
year-end selling season has been the 
Amiga 1200. 

This was the machine, above all others, 
that the public decided it wanted. I don’t 
think Commodore had anticipated the 
public demand - any more than they did at 
the end of 1992 when they launched the 
1200. 32 bit time is certainly here but 
maybe not yet added to CD. 

“Build a better mousetrap,’’said Benjamin 
Franklin, “and the world will beat a path to 
your door.” Not entirely true these days. 
There are too many competing mousetrap 
companies. 

Commodore is not and never has been 
completely in control of its own fate. Its 
often stronger competitors affect the 
market. Commodore, as any organisation, 
makes mistakes and misjudgements. The 
public chooses to do what no-one 
expects... Timing of a launch or a campaign 
is influenced by totally unexpected 
circumstances. 

In the NewsFile we report a senior IBM 
man saying “People do not plan to fail, they 
fail to plan.” That’s ironic considering his 
own company has lost so many billions in 
the last few years that IBM’s losses make 
CBM’s appear tiny. 

Commodore deserve plenty of criticism. 
They may have messed up in many ways. 

In 30 years in the business, they could 
surely have done better. But they could 
have done worse. CBM’s Amiga 1200 is 
outselling anything in its class. The Amiga 
CD 32 has bitten into the market, it could 
swallow it by this time next year. There 
could be other surprises in store. 

CBM don’t command the computer market - 
often, like all of us, they don’t even 
command their own world. To anticipate 
trends in computing is almost impossible no 
matter how clever you are at planning. But, 
so far, Commodore and the Amiga are still 
in there slugging it out. We’d all love them 
to be on top all of the time but in this almost 
unplannable world, survival itself isn’t a bad 
achievement. 

Antony Jacobson 
Managing Editor 







































Two Super Disks this month on 
AUH Vour first disk contains a 
complimentary version of 
Personal Paint , in conjunction 
with Cloanto of Italy, 
exclusively for the readers of 
Amiga User International. 

Personal Paint 

The Complete 
Commercial 
Program 




A 256 colour image loaded into PPaint. 


format and are not IFF. That’s 
because PPaint can read and write 
other file formats too. It supports 
IFF images (2 up to 256 colours), 
PCX, GIF, and it’ll even save the 
image as a C source file for 
programmers to use! 

loading 


All Amigas can enjoy 
the added bonus of 
PPaint’s Floyd 
Steinberg dithering 
which makes pictures 
appear to have more 



I ersonal Paint 2.1 (PPaint) 
is a full blown commercial 
paint package, but it’s 
I yours absolutely free with 
aui. Published at £59.95 - and good 
value at that - PPaint works a little 
like the other paint packages on the 
market, but PPaint also has some 
clever tricks up its sleeve which 
make it well worth having. 



PPaint in magnify mode. 

powerful features 

If you’ve used DPaint then you’ll 
soon get into PPaint and begin to 
explore its special features. PPaint 
makes full use of AGA machines, 



colours than they 


really possess. 


so you can have up to 256 colours 
on screen. All Amigas can enjoy the 
added bonus of PPaint’s Floyd 
Steinberg 
dithering 
which makes 
pictures 
appear to 
have more 
colours than 
they really 
possess. 

If you’re 
not happy 
with just 
painting, 
then why not 
try PPaint’s 
huge array of 
image 

processing tools? There’s blur, 
darken, lighten, emboss, negative, 
rise, randomise, sharpen, shift, 
texture, tint and watercolour. But it 
doesn’t stop there! You can actually 
edit current effects or create your 
own new effect from scratch! 

There are six example pictures 
on the disk for you to load in to 
PPaint and play around with. Note 
that the pictures are in the GIF file 


Image processing 
within PPaint. 


Your Personal Paint disk is not 
auto-booting because so much 
was crammed onto the disk! You 
should load up Workbench first by 


using your Workbench disk or hard 
disk. 

You can launch the multi- 
featured Personal Paint simply by 
double clicking on its Workbench 
icon. It runs on any Amiga with 1 
Mb of RAM (ideally, Chip RAM). In 
order to exploit fully the disk 
capacity, Personal Paint itself has 
been compressed. On slower 
systems, decompression may slow 
down the initial loading of the 
program. To create a 


Icioanto Personal Paint 


Brush tool size 

Brush Number 

Dotted freehand 

Bezier curve 

Circle 

Elipse 

Airbrush 

Text 

Grid 

Zoom in/out 
Clear 


Continuous freehand 
Line 

Rectangle 

Polygon 

Fill 

Processing/effect 
Cut brush 
Magnify 
Undo 

Current colours 
Palette 


A quick guide to PPaint’s tool box. 
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decompressed executable file, type 
the following command in a Shell 
window: 

$ 

getting started 


using your free copy of PPaint. It’s 
a very versatile and taleted 
program which compares very 


PPaint:Utilities/Deplode 
PPaint:PPaint Destination:PPaint 
After you’ve loaded PPaint, why 
not load up an example picture from 


is recommended to make a backup 
copy of the program disk before 
experimenting with functions which 
write data, you never know you 
might become over enthusiastic 
with your undos and accidents do 
happen.. So be safe and make your 
back up copy before you start 
experiments with this highly 
entertaining program. Though if you 
do have catasstophe strike, we 
might take pity on you if you sens 
your original Coverdisk of Personal 
paint to us and if you’re very polite 
a replacement copy will be sent 
you. But we’d rather you took the 
appropriate preacautions and didn’t 
have the problem. 


gadgets 


The gadgets on the tool bar, which 
is displayed on the left of the 


number of colors of an image if the 
computer on which it is loaded 
doesn’t have an AGA (Advanced 
Graphics Architecture) chip set. In 
case of color reduction, the “Settings/ 
Color Remapping/Floyd-Steinberg” 
option usually gives the best results. 

It is very easy to explore 
Personal Paint by choosing from 
the variety of menus and gadgets. It 


Lots of pictures were merged together 
and converted to just 16 colours! 

screen, may respond differently 
depending on the pointer’s position 
over the gadget (upper or lower 
half). It also depends on which 
mouse button is used (left or right), 
and the number of mouse clicks 
(cycle gadgets). 

For example, the tool to the 
right of the “a” text editing symbol 
activates the image processing 
functions. If it is selected with the 
right mouse button, a requester 
appears to select different image 
processing options. The area on 
which image processing is to be 
applied can be delimited by 


Brush scaling and colour merging from 2 different 


both programs already installed and 
experience difficulties because 
version 2.1 of Personal Paint 
requires a different version of the 
font, just remove the font from your 


favourably with anything you can 
buy. Don’t forget that you can 
upgrade to version 4 for a special 
price. See elsewhere in aui for full 
details, a 


This lets you reduce the number of colours used in the current image. 


dragging the mouse (i.e. moving it 
while the left button is held 
down). 

options 

The “Settings/Language” options, in 
this version of Personal Paint, can 
be used to set the user interface 
language to either English, German 
or Italian. 

Personal Paint and the 
Personal Fonts Maker Color 
Extensions normally share the 
same Personal.font for their user 
interface. The font itself has been 
upgraded a few times. If you have 


FONTS: directory. All versions of 
Personal Paint and PFM2 also 
search for the font in their local 
directories, where the font is 
normally copied during automatic 
installation. 

You should be able to enjoy 
many hours of fun and creativity 


The “Pictures" drawer 
contains several 256- 
colour images, plus 
examples of color 
reduction, color merge 
and image processing 
entirely created with 
Personal Paint. 


Trying out my own home made 
processing effects! 

the disk? Select Load from the 
Project menu or press “L” on the 
keyboard as a shortcut. 

The “Pictures” drawer contains 
several 256-colour images, plus 
examples of color reduction, color 
merge and image processing entirely 
created with Personal Paint. The 
program automatically reduces the 


If you’re not happy with 
Just painting, then why 
not try PPaint’s huge 
array of image 
processing tools 4 ? 
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We are 
recognised in 
the Amiga 
community 
as one of 
the leading 
specialists in 
Hard Drives 
and Mass 
Data Storage. 


AMIGA A4000/040 

The Plogship oP the Commodore Rmigo ronge. 
Based around the 68040 processor. Comes uuith o 
Hard Drive, 2+4 RRM and UUB 3.0. 

85 Mb version -£1899 340Mb version- £2069 

130Mb version - £ 1919 426Mb version - £2149 

200Mb version - £1939 540Mb version- £2299 

250Mb version -£1979 


AMIGA A4000/030 

The same speciPications as it's big brother but 
designed around the 68030 processor. The 
R4000/030 comes uuith a Hard Drive, 1 +1 RRM 
and UUB 3.0. 

(FOR 2+2 PICRSC RDD £69) 

85 Mb version -£899 340Mb version- £1099 

130Mb version -£969 426Mb version- £1199 

200Mb version -£999 540Mb version- £1299 

250Mb version -£1039 


AMIGA A1200 

The R1200 sports many oP the Features oP the R4000 
series. Based around the 68020 processor uuith 2Mb 
oP RRM and UUB 3.0 as standard. R Pull range oP Hard 
Drives are also available Por the R1200. 


Basic R1200 - £289 

40Mb H.D version - £388 
60Mb H.D version - £445 
85Mb H.D version - £468 


120Mb H.D version - £494 
170Mb H.D version - £528 
200Mb H.D version - £548 
256Mb H.D version-£578 



DCSKTOP DYNAMITC PACK 

The desktop Dynamite Pack contains 5 pieces oP 
soPtuuare uuritten speciPically Por the RGR chipset, 
uuhich includes DpaintRGR, UUorduuorthRGR, Oscar 
and other uuith a total street value oP over £300. 
(PICRSC RDD £40 FOR DTD PRCK) 


GAAPHICS AND VIDCO 

R6AL3D2 
ART DCPT PRO 
MORPH PLUS 
DPflINT 4 RGR 
DPRINT 4 

SCCNCRY RNiMRTOR 4 
VISTR PRO 3 
MAK€ PRTH 
TCRRAFORM 
SCRLR MM210 
SCRLR MM300 

UTIUTICS 

X-COPY PRO 
G6 ROUTC PLUS 
LATTIC6CV6.1 
DIR6CTORY OPUS 
VID60 I3RCKUP SYSTCM 
QUARTCRBACK TOOLS 
DCV PACK 3 
VIDI AMIGA 12 
DISTANT SUNS V4.2 


£378.50 
£134.99 
£136.99 
£ 66.00 
£ 59.99 
£ 54.99 
£ 44.99 
£ 23.99 
£ 23.99 
£ P.O.A 
£ P.O.A 


£ 31.99 
£ 32.99 
£259.99 
£ 46.50 
£ 49.95 
£ 47.50 
£ 53.99 
£ 81.95 
£ 39.99 


MUSIC 

ST€R€0 MASTER £ 29.99 

BARS & PIPCS PRO £215.99 

T6CHNOSOUND TURBO £ 58.50 

UJOAD PAOCCSSOA & DTP 

UJORDUUORTH 2 £78.99 

FINAL COPY 2 £74.99 

PCNPAL £28.95 

PAGCSCTTCR 3 £43.99 

PRO DRAW V3.0 £64.99 

PRO PAGC V4.0 £89.99 


GAMCS 

CIVILISATION AGA 

£ 39.00 

CIVILISATION AGA UPGRAD6 

£ 19.00 

(SCND YOUR DISKS AND DCTAILS) 

PAINTCAS 

CITIZEN 

CITIZEN 240 

£212.00 

CITIZEN 240C 

£234.00 

PANASONIC 

KXP2123 COLOUR 

£210.00 

KXP 2023 

£178.00 

HCWL6TT PACKARD 

HP 500C 

£290.00 

HP 510 

£246.00 

HP 550C 

£490.00 





addresser 


Why bother keeping names and 
addresses written down in a book 
which can easily be misplaced or 
stolen? Addresser keeps a record 
of all your friends names, 
addresses and telephone numbers 
with extra bits of information too. 

Because Addresser is a 
computer program it can easily sort 
names into alphabetical order or 


given in the USA at the end of 
meals in Chinese restaurants. 

Pity they don’t do it this side of 
the Atlantic? This program will 
make up for it. What the program 
gives you are not strictly fortunes 
but are normally quotes or jokes 
of some kind. The program is 
quite flexible so you can set 
various parameters with which the 
program will work. 

If you have speech capacity 
on your Amiga (most 1.3 and 2.x 
Amigas have) then it can speak 
the fortune instead of printing it 
out on your screen. (The voice 
will probably sound like a 
Confucian robot!) The instructions 
on the disk tell you exactly how to 
go about creating your own 
fortunes and how to control the 
program. If you press “a” while 
the Fortune window is open it will 
give you another fortune to read. 
Have fun. 



Store all your girlfriends’ or boyfriends’ names with Addresser. 


recall a name instantly. It’s easy to 
use but if you do have any 
problems I suggest you read the 
documentation which comes with it 
on the disk. New data you type in is 
saved automatically before the 
program quits. 

the fortune 
cookie program 

This little program gives you a 
random thought for the day, hour, 


filesysteminfo 

FSInfo will tell you exactly which 
file system your drives are using. 
This may not seem like the best 
program you’ve ever found in 
your life, but it certainly can come 
in handy. 

Workbench 3 users have a 
choice of around six file system 
variations to use! Workbench 1.3 
owners only have two - Old File 
System and Fast File System. The 
latest Amigas also have Directory 



What’s your fortune? Confucious he say "For Amiga user wisdom come from reading 
good magazine like AUI." 


or whenever you want a giggle. 
Over 400 fortunes are on the disk 
and you can even add your own 
too! Fortune Cookies are often 


Cache, International, and MS-DOS 
options! 

Running FSInfo will tell you 
which system all of your mounted 



These are the File Systems I’m using. 


drives are using, including floppies, 
hard drives, RAM, RAD, and 
whatever else you’ve got bolted 
onto your machine. 

icons 

Drawing your own icons can be 
fun but it takes ages to design 
them! Here are 37 ready-to-use 


of the graphics. Large monsters, 
mazes and power pills with new 
power-up icons. 

Edgar Vigdal of Norway has 
done a brilliant job in writing his 
own version of this immortal game. 
You can control Pacman with either 
a joystick or cursor keys. It runs on 
all machines, but 1200 and 4000 
owners will have to revert to the 
original chip set and 040 owners 
should disable the cache. 



icons which can be loaded into 
Workbench’s Icon Editor 
program. 

These aren’t animated icons nor 
are they 16 colours. But they are 
very well drawn and can be used on 
any Amiga, although 1.3 owners 
may have to remap the colours. 


To revert to a different chip set 
on WB3 machines, reset the 
computer while holding down both 
mouse buttons. A screen will 
appear. From here, select Screen 
display options and then click on 
either ECS or original. Now select 
Boot. 


deluxe pacman screenselect 
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ScreenSelect can pop up almost anywhere! 


:>wn screens and you have to use 
^iga + M to flip through the 
screens until you reach the screen 
^ou want to use. PCs and Macs just 
lon’t have this problem - because 
hey don’t multitask like your 
avourite machine! 

ScreenSelect (Workbench 2 and 
above only) can be called upon (using 
Shift + Escape) to provide you with a 
ist of all of the currently running 
screens. All you do is click on the 
lame of the screen that you wish to 
ravel to and BANG! There you go! 

There is a Preferences program 
vhich comes with ScreenSelect that 
allows you to customise the program 
or your system. It’s best to read the 
documentation which is on the disk in 
arder to understand exactly how to 
jet the best from ScreenSelect. 

We advise you to copy 
ScreenSelect to your Workbench 


special features. Here are some of its 
main features: Stereo or mono, 
amplitude and panorama modulation 
which can be drawn with the mouse, 
echo and reverb effects, free hand 
editing, mixing of up to 8 samples, 
chorus effect, filters, and many more. 

It’s a fully working program except 
for a few limitations. It’s shareware, 
and all registered users will be given 
an upgrade to a 100% functional 
version. It’s worth considering after 
you’ve seen how good the program 
really is! Please read the 
documentation on the disk to find out 
how to use SoundEffect properly. 

Please note that this program 
requires the maths libraries which 
are found on your Workbench disk. 
To run SoundEffect you must 
always boot your Amiga from either 
your Workbench disk or your hard 
drive. 


tiy Suen Burning 



>J^< 


<»> 


OFF. : 

I LEFT 

BOTH 




Play 


Modulation 


Range 


Echo / Noise 


Edit 


Buffers | Chorus 


SoundEffect lets you draw your own sounds too! 


Jisk (or hard drive) because this 
>rogram is a commodity and needs 
he files contained on your 
Workbench disk. 

soundeffect 

SoundEffect is a powerful sound 
editing program with some very 


programming tips 

It’s that bit of the disk which has been 
devoted entirely to the wonderful Mr 
Paul Overaa. It’s an example file from 
his regular programming pages within 
aui itself. There’s an executable 
program and the source code too. 
Enjoy! 


NO DISK? 

Yes, consult your newsagent! But we’ve had so many complaints about readers 
not getting disks that we’re trying out a new idea. We can’t be responsible for 
what happens at the end of a long chain of different organisations who handle 
the magazine when it leaves us, especially outside of this country. We know that 
someone appears to be taking disks off copies of the magazine in some countries 
but we don’t know whether they are being stolen or taken off as a protection 
against a large sales tax having to be paid. 

So what we propose is this: if you live in the U.K. you will have to consult 
your newsagent and get him/her to contact the wholesaler etc in the usual way. 
However, if you you are outside the U.K. we want to help you get the advantages 
of the SuperDisk so if you send us £1 in sterling (International Money Order etc) 
to cover postage etc and we will send you the month’s SuperDisk. Okay? 


Faulty 

Disk? 

In the event that your 3Ui 
coverdisk fails to load (because 
of a read/write error etc), 
please return it to the following 
address for a free replacement. 
Allow 28 days for delivery. 

aui Faulty Disks, 138 
Lambeth Walk, London, SE11 
6EW 

Don’t forget to include your 
name and full postal address in 
BLOCK capitals. Collector’s 
tokens from the back of cereal 
packets are not required, thank 
you. 

Burning 

Chrome 

BBS 

Thanks to Simon Gardner who 
helped us to obtain some of 
this month’s programs. If you 
have a modem you can contact 
Simon’s BBS on 0428 727060 
(19.2K HST DS+ V32bis). This 
is not a voice number so you 
can’t make funny noises down 
the phone! This is a modem 
only number! 


Read the 
instructions! 


If you get stuck with a program 
then you will probably find the 
answer somewhere in the 
documentation. Therefore it’s best 
to read the documents on disk that 
usually accompany each program. 

If for some reason you can’t 
access the program 
documentation then either the 
default tool is not set to ‘more’ or 
there isn’t any. To set the the 
default tool to ‘more’ use the 
Workbench ‘info’ or ‘information’ 
option selected from the ‘icon’ 
pulldown menu. 

Always check that the program 
you are trying to run is compatible 
with your machine. Also remember 
that if the program requires any 
libraries then you should re-boot 
from Workbench in order to use 
that program. Sometimes libraries 
will be on the Superdisk and these 
can be copied to your Workbench 
libs directory for use by the 
programs. 

If you get really stuck with the 
Superdisk then please write in 
to aui /ather than telephone. 
Alternatively, hang on for the 
next aui since we will always 
report any problems in the 
following month’s issue. If you 
do write then your letter will 
receive attention but please, no 
more 

telephone calls!! Thank you, 
have fun!! 


/-\ 

shareware 

Just a brief reminder that some 
of the programs on our 
Coverdisk are Shareware. This 
means that you can try them 
out, but if you regularly use 
them you should send a 
registration fee to the author. 
Registration fees are between 
£5 and £20 and sometimes the 
author will send you the latest 
version in return. You can send 
an International Money Order, 
or preferably a cheque but 
many authors don’t accept 
cheques if they are outside the 
UK. If you want to risk sending 
cash in a registered post, it’s up 
to you. We wouldn’t advise it but 
Jt’s your money... A 


Reader’s 

Contributions 

We are always looking for new 
and original programs to put on 
our coverdisk. If you would like 
to see your name and program 
feature in 3Ui then please 
contact aui at the address 
given in the front of the 
magazine. Alternatively, give 
us a call if you think we would 
be interested in your program 
(071 487 4284 ext 1071). The 
shorter the better, under 100k 
including any libraries - unless 
it’s brilliant! Compiled AMOS 
i programs are welcomed. j 


COMPATIBILITY 


I Angie, Hyper and Tools Daemon will not work with Workbench 1.3. 

Sorry, the only answer is to upgrade, you don’t know what your 
missing! 
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SpeedMouse 

• Switchable mouse for 
both the Amiga and 
Atari ST 

Feather-touch button 
control Ml 

• 300 dpi 

Smooth and accurate 
movement 
Comfortable to use. 

mmrmLG 2 rg 

£16.99 inc. VAT. 


Logipad 


The world’s first .... 
fully microswitched 
"Control Pad 

• Six fire buttons 

• Eight-direction 
_thumb control 

Autofire 

• Six foot connector 

C3bl6 

■Model NO. JTISO 

£18.99 inc. VAT. 


Delta-Ray Jk 

New ‘Comfort-Grip’ handle 

• Nine high-quality 
microswitches 

• Extra-long connector cable 

• Five fire buttons 

• Autofire plus rapid-fire 
.. function 

_ Suction cups for extra 
*1'stability. 

Model No. JT 156 

£15.99 inc. VAT. 


Classic arcade-style design 3-way autofire facility 

• Six heavy-duty microswitches Slow-motion facility 

• Extra-long connector cable Two fire buttons 

^Independent rapid-fire button Steel shaft. 

£16.99 inc. VAT. 


Miniature version of Quatro GT but without rapid-fire and 
slow-motion. Suitable for younger gamesplayers or 
hand-held play. 

Mode! No. JT 152 £16.99 inc. VAT. 


Freewheel 

Can you imagine Nigel Mansell using a joystick to control his car around a 
high-speed track? Probably not. That’s why we came up with the Freewheel. Just 
plug it into your computer joystick port and experience the real sensation of driving! 
• Suitable for all types of driving and flying games 
Uses unique angle-sensitive switches • Extra-long connector cable 
I Does not need to be mounted or fixed to a surface. 

Model No. FW 111 - Digital Freewheel for Amiga/ST/C6§0tc. 
£29.99 inc. VAT. 

Model Mo. FW 123 - Analog Freewheel rt ll ^gj 

£39.99 inc. VAT. ^ 


WftWw « UulUo id UK UUn 

TLINE:i 2211. 1 - 1 

;AGING £3.00 PER ORDER. 

E, 6ERESFORD AVENUE, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HAO 1NW, ENGLAND 
324 • FACSIMILE: 081-903 6625. 


KNOWLEDGED AS THE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE OWNERS. 
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Colour Me 24 
Once Seen 

HMV Sells Not Any Old CD 
Oh Sixty? 



Invoice It! Again 
Awesome Sound 


New Amiga Games Mag! 

Inside the A1200 

Hanna-Barbera Animation Workshop 
Tiny Drive 


OKI Calls in Feds 



Not Just For The Big Boys 
Silica Rams Three Home 
GVP on the First Track 
No Optical Illusion 
Ariadne, No Bull 



2 Many Fonts 2 
100,000 Users 


Transforming Scala 
Nutz Alors! 


New Sharp Scanner 
Liberated Minds? 



Big Spenders 
Activa Open up in UK 
Removeable Media 
WP Style Guide 
Scala Editing Unit 
Busy Jim! 
TVPaint 2 



Learn About Multimedia 


Liana 

New CD 32 Pack 
Quarterback V.6.0 
Electronic Design 
Little Touchscreen 
Cheaper Cooking 
Christmas Chaos 



Branson to Replace Taylor? 


CD-Rom Drives 
Porn Blown Out of Proportion 
Friendly Technology 
Don’t Let Them Get Away With it 


FMV Now! 



Amiga Creative Enterprises 


Soom into Theatre 
Special Price Floppy 
Intergrated Chip 
New True Mouse 
Sing Along CD32 
Prodad 

Compiled and Edited by Anthony 
Mae! and Martin Witton 


COLO 
Me 24 

Seikosha’s colour printer range has 
been extended to include the SL-96 
Colour. The 24-pin dot matrix 
printer uses the optimised printer 
language ESC/P2 which enables 
the printer to print scalable fonts 
with variable heights to give precise 
graphic output. 

Whether printing text or graphics, 
the SL-96 Colour has a maximum 
resolution of 360 x 360 dpi to 
maximise printout quality, and has a 
maximum speed of 240 cps and 84 
cps in LQ mode. With a total of 8 
Bitmap fonts and 2 scalable fonts (8 
to 32 point), the SL-96 handles single 


ONOE 

“AmiVR offers video interface and 
liquid crystal shutter glasses for 
viewing field-sequential 3D 
stereoscopic video.” Yes, it’s like that 
3D stuff that Ashley Cotter-Cairns 
raves on about in his VR article. That 
is the article isn’t VR...) 

The system connects to the video 
output of the Amiga for full colour 
stereoscopic 3D Amiga graphics. With 
Animatrix Modeler and AmiVR, 3D 
modelling can be achieved for 
Lightwave and 3D objects seen in 
stereoscopic 3D. The AmiVR 
synchronizes the glasses directly from 
the Amiga video signal’s sync. 

AmiVRI (for 1 viewer) $269.00 - 
consists AmiVr video interface, 1 pair 
LCD glasses, 1 3D videotape of your 
choice, power supply, cable and 
carrycase. AmiVR2 (for 2 viewers) 
$369.00 same except contains 2 pairs 
of LCD glasses and 2 videotapes. (2 
videotapes? To be watched 
steroscopically?) 

As an enhancement there is a 
StereoPro Amiga joystick interface for 



sheets as 

well as fanfold paper 
combined with an auto park feeder to 
switch types of paper. 

Price £249.00. 

Contact: Seikosha (UK) Ltd., Unit 
14, Poyle 14, Newlands Drive, 
Colnbrook, Slough, Berks. 

SL3 ODX. Tel: 0753 685873. 


Seikosha bringing 24 pins nto a colourful 
world. 


HMV SELLS 
‘NOT ANY OLD 
CD’ 

Home entertainment giant HMV 
has joined the growing list of 
retailers to stock Amiga CD32. 
HMV, which has recently 
opened Level One games 
department in their Oxford 
Street store, will sell the 32-bit 
CD games console and a wide 
range of software for the 
machine in all of their 50 shops. 

As we are sure you know 
by now but just in case you 
don’t, the state-of-the-art CD 
console plays computer 
games in 256,000 colours and 
music CDs in stereo. It is 
capable of running movies and 
music videos with the addition 
of a full motion video module 
which Commodore is due to 
release shortly. And will it 
come at under £200? 

We hope so. 


3EEN 

the LCD shutter glasses, providing, 
say MegageM, high quality stereo 3D 
viewing of Amiga graphics. It 
synchronizes the LCD glasses based 
on software timing signals at the 
joystick port. 

StereoPro is intended for use only 
with Amiga systems (it has no video 
port), both NTSC and PAL. Great, 
they say, for Animatrix Modeler and 
VistaPro. Price $199.00 for the 
interface and 1 pair LCD glasses. 

AmiVR and StereoPro each come 
with several 3D images and games, 
utilities, instructions for use with 3D 
capable software, developer library 
with docs and both NTSC and PAL 
versions of the MegageM SPX 
program - all on disk. SPX scripts 
smooth 3D double-buffered hi-res 
moving wire objects and scenes with 
ARexx. SPX comes with example 
scripts of free running 3D wire scene 
animations. 

Contact; MegageM, 1903 Adria, 
Santa Maria, CA 93454. 

Tel: 805 349 1104. 


Oh Sixty? 


Reports of my death have been somewhat exaggerated, 
wrote Mark Twain. Perhaps the 680x0 series might say 
the same... It seems that leapfrogging into the future with 
Motorola does not necessarily mean that the RISC-based 
PowerPC chip will eliminate all development on the 680x0 
series that we have come to know and love in our Amigas. 
For AUI has heard that there is on the horizon - which may 
or may not mean the second or third quarter of this year - 
there looms not an 68050 but, we kid you not, a jump into 
060 land. 

Jim Drew, of Utilities Unlimited the creators of the - for 
AUI- almost mythical Emplant board (see NewsFile item 
in this AUt), is working on an 060 board to go into the 4000 
and perhaps even into the 1200 too. If such a 
development takes place, and we have it on good 
authority that it is well-advanced, then we should see an 
Amiga that makes everything, and we do mean 
everything, around look snail-like. 

We are talking here real speed - something around 

v____ 


the 100 MIPS mark which means an all singing, all dancing 
desktop computer like no other. 

It is said that there could be heating problems if such a 
monster were fitted into a 1200. Not surprising at a 
hundred million per sec whizzing around the metal! 

We hear the lucky distributor in the UK is likely to be 
Paul Leserf of Blittersoft who when asked about it though 
seems to merely smile sphinx-like. Price? We’d guess you 
wouldn’t see much change out of a grand. 

Three Dee Oh? 

And perhaps even more stunning, there is a interesting 
rumour that the productive Mr Drew may have in mind a 
3D0 emulator for Amiga CD32! If it’s true and possible - 
and the guy who has created the emulation for the MAC 
and the PC on the Amiga is certainly capable of it if anyone 
is - then it would be an amusing one in the eue for R.J 
Mical and Dale Luck who were among the originators of 
the Amiga and are now key to the development of the 3D0 
CD machine. What a fun place this computing world is. 
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INVOICE IT! AGAIN 

Legendary Design Technologies have told AUI that they are bringing out 
vl .1 of their invoicing package with new features such as the ability to 
print statements for customers. The calculator now has a paste function, 
searching has been improved and more options are offered for 
configuration of the screen display. 

Registered owners of previous versions can upgrade to vl .1 for 
$7.50, inc. shipping (or free if you bought the product after November 1 
1993). 

Invoice It! - which we reviewed in December AUI - is a business 
program which provides reports in addition to printing and storing 
invoices and includes a powerful layout editor that allows control of the 
invoice printout. With other commercial products for the Amiga, Address 
It! and dataTax, Legendary Design Technologies Inc., have also 
released several freely distributable programs. 

Contact: Legendary Design Technologies Inc., 25 Frontenac 
^Avenue, Brantford, Ontario, Can ada N3R 3B7. Tel: 519 753 6120. j 

AWESOME 
SOUND 


Breaking the 8 Bit sound barrier. 

Wavetools, a new product released 
by Digital Audio Designs, is a 16 bit 
audio card which plugs into any 
Amiga 2000, 3000 or 4000 and 
offers high resolution 16 bit CD 
quality audio for $350.00. - about 
£ 220 . 

Audio is recorded directly onto 
any hard disk drive in Amiga 
compatible AIFF 16 stereo files. 
Multiple waveform windows may be 
open simultaneously and audio 
can be cut and pasted between 
open files to facilitate building 
complex audio tracks. 

Price around £200.00 
Contact: Digital Audio Designs, 
P.O.Box 5068, Fullerton 
CA 92635 0068. 

Tel: 714 562 5926. 



NEW AMIGA 
GAMES MAG! 

American Amiga owners have 
the chance to buy a new Amiga- 
specific game magasine. Wow! 
Amiga Game Zone claims to 
exclusively cover Amiga games 
and related hardware from both 
the States and Europe. Amiga 
Game Zone is to be published 
bi-monthly. 

Now wouldn’t it seem to you 
that this new magazine is a bit 
late into the market? It may be 
that the USA is not so “well- 
equipped” with games mags as 
Europe and there is a crying 
need for a new one. Somehow 
we doubt it, particularly as the 
games playing Amiga audience 
there has shrunk substantially in 
the last few years. As someone 
said to us recently, “Everyone in 
the States has 4000s” That may 
be just the tiniest exaggeration 
but in principle it’s right. People 
are more serious about the 
Amiga there. So we wouldn’t 
advise rushing out accros the 
Pond to start a competitor to the 
venturesome Amiga Game 
Zone. 

V_/ 



The third title in the Insider Guide 
Series from Bruce Smith Books is 
Amiga A1200 Insider Guide - 
Next Steps. It has been written to 
appeal to readers of the original 
Amiga A1200 Insider Guide, and 
to act as a stand-alone guide for 
upgraders to the A1200 who wish 


to delve more deeper into 
Workbench subtleties, AmigaDOS 
and beyond. 

Price: £14.95. 

Contact: Bruce Smith Books 
Ltd., 106 Smug Oak Centre, Lye 
Lane, Bricket Wood, Herts, 

AL2 3UG. Tel: 0923 893493. 



The wire drawing still needs filling (mind 
you it’s better than we could ever do). 


All the old favorites come supplied with 
the package. 



Hanna-Barbera 
Animation Workshop 


Following the Disney Animation 
program, we are now to see Hanna- 
Barbera back a similar title from 
Empire Software. They claim it is 
simple to use, yet a powerful tool 
using an easily mastered icon 
system. It allows video input, if you 
have a camcorder and digitiser, so 
that hand drawn images can be 


used. One nifty feature is the 
“onion-skinning” allowing careful 
positioning of frames, but for the 
beginner Hanna-Barbera 
animations are included together 
with clip art for you to use. The 
finishing touches are being made, 
so look out for a full review in AUI 
soon. 



Syquest SQ1080 


Tinny Driv& 
Big Ppu lM W i oi 


Syquest has developed a 
removable cartridge PCMCIA 
disk drive for palmtops, 
notebooks, pen-based 
computers and personal digital 
assistants. The SQ1080 
microstorage system uses 
SyQuest 80MB or 60MB 1.8-inch 
cartridges. The SQ1080 has a 
MTBF - and we know what that 
means, don’t we? - reliability 


rating of 150,000 hours, buffer 
size of 32K, and average access 
time of 16msec. The 80MB 
cartridge’s sustained transfer 
rate is 1.6MB/sec while the 
60MB cartridge’s rate is 1.3MB/ 
sec. Syquest’s SQ1080 drive 
uses a Type 111 PCMCIA 
interface.Price for the drive will 
be about £250 for OEMs and 
cartridges will retail at £40. 


OKI CALLS IN FEDS 

The FBI has been called In to investigate the theft of more than 100,000 
computer chips from an OKI Semiconductor plant in Oregon. The chips, 
valued at over $2 million, were stolen by five gunmen wearing masks. 

Now just a minute. Are those the masks that that put over the silicon 
before they make the chips? Could the chips just have been removed in 
a new manufacturing procedure? Perhaps not. But if anyone offers you 
some chips that have fallen off the back of a lorry just ask the 
balaclavered salesman if he comes from Oregon. 
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SILICA RAMS 


n 

NOT JUST 
FOR THE 


Data communications company 
U.S. Robotics has told AUI that they 
are publishing a new booklet which 
gives home computer users an 
insight into the information services 
which can be accessed on line 
using a modem. 

Entitled “The Sportster Guide to 
On-line Services” after the US 
Robotics personal modem brand, 
the booklet which has been 
endorsed by TV personality Sarah 
Greene and is expected to appeal 
to a wide range of readers. 

US Robotics Managing Director 
Clive Hudson commented “The 
modem has moved from being a 
rather dull technical product to a 
consumer product with a wide 
range of possibilities. We felt the 
Guide would stimulate increased 
use of the amazing range of 
services that are out there. It’s not 
just the big boys though. We have 
included a number of smaller 
bulletin board operators and we will 
be offering a hotline for anyone who 
wants information they cannot find 
in the booklet”. 

Three hundred thousand of the 
booklets will be distributed and it 
will be available to schools and 
public libraries. 

Contact: U.S. Robotics Ltd., 224 
Berwick Ave., Slough Berks. SL1 
4QT. Tel: 0753 811180. 


MOs - Cutting prices through taking off from a pioneering position. The plum blossom 

comes extra. 


[GVP ON THE FAST TRACK) 


Great Valley Products (GVP), who 
claim to be the world’s largest 
developer of Amiga peripherals, 
have launched a new A1200 
accelerator - the A1230 + 
Performance Series II 
(abbreviated to A1230-11, you’ll be 
glad to know.). It is a trapdoor 
expansion featuring a 50MHz 
68030 processor with Memory 
Management Unit, up to 32Mb of 
32-bit RAM, and an optional 
50MHz 68882 maths co¬ 
processor. 

GVP have told AUI that the 
most interesting thing about it is a 
“unique” feature connector, called 
the DMA Peripheral connector 
(DPC). This connector allows 
users to plug in further custom 
expansion cards of which GVP 
V__ 


will be launching three such 
upgrades “shortly”. These are 
claimed to be a range of leading 
edge Amiga 1200 expansions, 
which will only work with the new 
A1230-11. 

The DPC is a full DMA 
interface, allowing data to be 
transferred between plug-in 
peripherals and the memory of the 
Amiga without requiring processor 
intervention. Other features 
include 16-it direct-to-disk sound 
sampling, real-time video frame 
grabbing and high performance 
SCSI interfaces. A 4 Meg version 
will cost you around £550. 

Contact: Silica Systems, 1-4 The 
Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, 
Kent. DA14 4DX. 

Tel: 081 309 1111. 

___ J 


BIG BOYS 


NO 

OPTICAL 

ILLUSION 


ARIADNE, No Bull 


THREE HOME 

Silica Systems has announced 
three Amiga RAM boards, one for 
the A1200, another for the A3000/ 
A4000 systems and a CHIP RAM 
upgrade for older Amigas. 

The boards come from DKB - 
an American Amiga developer and 
are available now. Prices range 
from £129.00 for the A1200 RAM 
and maths co-processor upgrade, 
£269.00 for the DKB 3128 upgrade 
32-bit (Zorrolll) RAM board for the 
A3000/ A4000 and £154.00 for the 
DKB Megachip - chip RAM upgrade 
by 1 Mb for the A500, 1500, 2000 
and CDTV systems. All prives 
include VAT. 

Contact: Silica Systems, 1-4 The 
Mews, Hatherley Raod, Sidcup 
Kent DAI4 4DX. 

Tel: 081 309 1111. 


Ariadne is a Zorro-ll Ethernet card 
for the A2000, A3000 and A4000. 
It supports both Ethernet 
standards, 10BASE-2 (thin 
EthernetO and also lOBASE-t 
(Twisted Pair). You can switch 
between these two hardware 
protocols via software. There are 
32 KBytes of buffer RAM on board 
and also an option for a boot 
EPROM. 

Additionally Ariadne offers 
two parallel ports to connect a 
printer, a scanner or any other 
peripheral device. Beside a 
normal parallel driver two 
network drivers for the parallel 
ports are available - one ParNet 


driver and a SANA-II compatible 
PLIP driver, called liana device’ 
which enables two peer-to-peer 
connections to smaller Amigas 
without any Zorro-ll slots. 

The network drivers for 
Ethernet and the parallel ports 
are both SANA-II compatible so, 
it is claimed, every network 
software package based on 
SANA-II can be used with 
Ariadne - for example the TCP/IP 
package AS225 from 
Commodore or the new Amiga 
network ENVOY. (This is 
included with Ariadne). 

Blittersoft, the suppliers of 
the networkm also have a video 


Fujitsu Europe has announced a 
price cut for their Magneto-Optical 
disk drives, with ‘Plug-and-Play’ 
subsystems reduced from £1,099 
to £850.00. The company told 
AUI that the price reductions were 
as a result of the “market taking 
off” (where to?) with MOs moving 
(should we say “flying”?) from a 
pioneering technology to an 
accepted technology - as you can 
see from Barry McCarthy’s review 
in this issue. 

All systems are supplied with 
cabling, media and device 
drivers. Without cabling, the 
subsystem has come down from 
£999.00 to £750.00. The 
subsytems incorporate an integral 
fan, auto-sensing mains power 
supply and a front mounted on/off 
switch. The units can be stood 
vertically or horizontally and have 
a MTBF (Mean Time Between 
Failure) rate of 30,000 power-on 
hours. (MTBF - now there’s an 
acronym with which to dazzle the 
Quiz crowd.) 

The drivers can use three 
types of media: standard 128MB 
rewritable disks, optical-ROM 
which is similar to CD-ROM but is 
said to give superior access 
rates; and P-ROM (Partial ROM) 
which allows areas of ROM and 
rewritable data to be combined on 
a single disk. 

Contact: Fujitsu Europe Ltd., 2 
Longwalk Road, Stockley Park, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex UB11 1AB. 
Tel: 081 573 4444. 


encoder for Picasso II - the now 
almost mythical board that we 
are constantly promised but that 
never arroives - said to offer two 
additional video ports - one for a 
standard Composite Sync Signal 
and one S-VHS (Y-C) 
compatible port. All video 
compatible PAL devices can be 
plugged into the PICASSO II - if 
it exists -, such as colour TV or 
video recorder. 

Contact: Blittersoft, 40 Colley 
Hill, Bradwell, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks. MK13 9DB. 

Tel: 0908 220196. (Let the 
phone ring three times and 
ask for Paloma!) 
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CC 9 High Street South Olney, Bucks, MK46 4AA 
O Tel: 0234 240954 Fax: 0234 240272 


100% certified fully guaranteed 
DS/DD 3.5 BULK DISKS 

20 £8 + £2 p&p 

50 £17 + £3 p&p 

100 £30 + £3 p&p 

250 £70 + £3 p&p 

Same day despatch on orders received before 3 p.m. 


10 DS/DD PLANET BRANDED DISKS 
supplied in QUALITY plastic flip top 
library case with labels 

ONLY £ 4.99 inc p&p 


100 capacity lockable disk box 

ONLY £ 3.50 + £2 p&p 

Q Enquire for bulk prices S 



dJReach the top with 


Self-Tuition Courses 


Make a start now (age 3yrs - GCSE - A level). 

Totally comprehensive courses (each has 24 programs 
with a book and manual, or equivalent) 

... of excellent qualirv (eg. "Definitely a first-class 
package" AMIGA SHOPPER). 

... with far too many topics to list, but some examples are: 


^[ICR^^PANISHMBeginnei^^CS^&^usinessJ 


24 programs • Real speech (on disk) • Graphics adventure game • 

Talking Cartoon • Vocab by Pictures • Business letter generator (1 Mb) etc 


^TTCR^jFRENCI^^Beginnen^GCSE^J ^^omputer Talk^^ 



24 programs • Real speech • Graphics adventure game • Talking cartoon etc 


_J\TICR^KjjERMAN^Beginners^GCS^^usmessJ ^Computer Talks)! 

24 programs • Real speech • Graphics adventure game • B usiness letter gen erator etc J 

| MICRO MATHS (11 years - GCSE) | <C CS^HART-TOPPE R> 

24 programs equiv. • Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Statistics • Arithmetic etc 


MICRO SCIENCE Physics, Chemistry, Biology (8 


years 


GCSE) | 


24 programs • Tuition • Practical experiments • Learning by pictures • 
Adventure game (1 Mb) etc 


MICRO ENGLISH (8 



years - 


GCSEj C omputer Talk s^ 

24 programs • Spelling • Punctuation • Grammar • Literature etc > ''"It's fun & it 

I PRIMARY MATHS COURSE (3 -12 ye^ V really work s 

24 programs • Tables • Add • Subtract • Divide • Multiply (Long & Short) • Fractions etc 

| READING WRITING COURSE (3-I2y^l 

24 programs • Handwriting • Creative writing • Reading • Spelling etc //j/|\ 

[^iEG^^^lATH^^^eve^ourse)J| I I 

24 programs • Calculus • Algebra • Geometry • Full-screen graphs etc 

£5 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 COURSES, £10 OFF FOR 3, £17 OFF FOR 4 

(*A11 appropriate LCL Courses are National Curriculum compatible & run on most computers.) 

£24.99 per course all inclusive. Send orders/“free poster-catalogue” requests to: 

LCL (DEPT AUI), THAMES HOUSE, 73 BLANDY ROAD, HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON R09 1QB 


Phone 0491 579345 for immediate dispatch 




la Waldeck House, Waldeck Road, 
Maidenhead SL6 8BR 

0628 773212 

Phone lines manned between 8.00am - 9pm 
(No ansaphone!) 

ONE PIECE DUST COVER ALSO AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL 


1 

VISA 


NEW 

AMIGA A600 & 

(HD) CONSOLE 
UNIT 

Monitor console anc 
keyboard unit • 
Second drive space # 
No hard drive restric¬ 
tions • Power supply 
space • Keeps cables 
tidy • Non-magnetic 
aluminium • High quality texture fin¬ 
ish • Plenty of ventilation • Installed 
in minutes • Designed specifically for 
the A600 and A600HD 
A REAL SPACE SAVERI - 
KEEPS EVERYTHING REALLY 
TIDY 


NEW 

A1200 CONSOLE UNIT 


AMIGA A500 AND PLUS CONSOLE 
UNIT 

Monitor console and keyboard unit • Second drive space • 
No hard drive restrictions • Power supply or modulator space 
• Keeps cables tidy • Non-magnetic aluminium • High quali¬ 
ty texture finish • Plenty of ventilation • Installed in minutes • 
Designed specifically for the A500 and 500+ • Colour co¬ 
ordinated. 

A real space saver! - Over 1,000 satisfied customers 


Monitor console and keyboard unit # Second 
Power supply space • Keeps cables tidy 

• Non-magnetic aluminium • High quality texture 
finish • Plenty of ventilation • Installed in minutes 

• Designed specifically for the A1 200. 


KONTAX COMPUTER 







































































Scala are bring onto the market a whole series of new products. 

For entry level video users, Scala have introduced the Scala Echo 
EE100, to transform the Scala MM300 into a powerful Desktop video 
solution, combining, they say, clipping and titling in one generation. 

They are also bringing out a new video editor, the VE500. It is, they 
told AUI, a professional video editing system to be introduced early in 
the year. 

Volumes 2 and 3 of Scala Art Library are now available each with a 
selection of over 50 backgrounds. 

ScalaType 2 consists of 15 new fonts created especially for Scala. 
Two of the fonts are designed specifically for subtitling, while three 
others are decorative fonts. Arabic fonts are available for the Scala 
programs with a release of an Arabic version of Scala InfoChannel 
IC400 due shortly. 

All these multimedia products are available through the Scala Club, 
a new idea for providing special offers and information to users. 

Contact; Scala Computer Television , W. Thranesgt. 77, 

N-0175 Oslo. Norway. Tel: +47 22 36 13 38. 


I Nutz AlorsZl 


“Mr. Nutz was hailed as a modern 
classic over a year ago - but 
admittedly only by Mr. Nutz 
himself. Now reviewers all over 
the world have realised that the 
superstar squirrel was right all 
along. Mr. Nutz is the fastest, 
funniest, nuttiest game ever to hit 
the Super Nintendo and Amiga.” 
Now we didn’t say that. Ocean, 
creators of the egregious Nutz did. 
But what is perhaps the sharpest 
comment on the absurdities of the 
computer games world is the fact 
that even before its highly 
publicised launch (or because of 
it?), the game has already picked 
up “a highly prestigious Tilt D’Or 
Award for Best Platform Game of 
the Year”. 

V _ 


We always thought that the 
French were a logical nation who 
prized intellect. But giving a 
game “Best of the Year” before it 
is even launched conforms more 
to stupidity or perhaps as 
described in one of the brilliant 
Alan Lerner lyrics of “My Fair 
Lady”..’’The French don’t care 
what they do as long as they 
pronounce it correctly.” 

TILT, as you probably know, 
is the name of one of the top 
French computer games 
magazines. For a supposed 
intelligent nation, the French 
have always had an unhealthy 
addiction to slot machines and 
perhaps they are, like sex for 
Britain, their weak point. 


2 MaNy' 
Fonts. 2 

2 MANY FONTS are colour 
fonts with a twist. 10 
Antialiased typefaces are 
filled with user’s choice of 
205 seamless repeating 
brush patterns. Chrome, 
wood, fire, ice, gradients, 
environment maps are 
included in the set which 
with fonts, patterns and 
palettes make up over 
100,000 cobinations. 
Instructions for DPaint and 
Brilliance brush fill mode are 
included together with 
preview screens displaying 
all patterns.The brushes can 
be loaded into Profills for 
background patterns. 

2ManyFonts is a 5 disk 
set which is compatible with 
other font collections such 
as Masterpiece Antialiased, 
and requires DeluxPaint, 
Brilliance, or any paint 
program supporting brush 
fill or tile mode. Current 
registered users of 
Flightpaths will be informed 
of availability. The expected 
price is £79.99 and it will be 
distributedby Meridian 
Software. 

V__ J 


100,000 

Users? 


Novell is claiming to move video 
from the desktop to the network 
with the release of Netware Video 
1.0 which they say brings low cost 
stored video playbacks to network 
users. 

The Video 1.0 software enables 
several users to simultaneously 
store, manage and play 
compressed digital video and audio 
files stored on a NetWare server. 
There is, claim Novell, no limit to 
the number of clients which the 
software can support. Novell has 
already demonstrated the software 
running with 96 clients and one US 
airline is said to be running a 
version with 100,000 users. 

A network with 100,000 
machines using video playback at 
Jhe same time? Oh really? 


NEW SHARP 
SCANNER 

Sharp has unveiled the JX-325 
colour scanner featuring a fitted 
SCSI 2 interface and an Adaptec 
SCSI board. The A4 reflective 
scanner and film scan unit scans 
all three primary colours in one 
single pass and supports 
resolutions up to 600dpi. ASDG 
wrote the original drivers for the 
Sharp JX-100 and the JX-300 
which were the first mainstream 
colour scanners to run with the 
Amiga. The new JX-325 is to 
replace the JX-300 and there 
should be no difficulty in linking it 
up to the Amiga. Not cheap at 
£1,495, it is said to be produce 
really top quality scanning. 
Contact: Sharp Tel: 061 205 4255. 


LIBERATED 
MINDS7 

She’s making whoopee? She plays 
games on her computer. He minds. 
So much so that he is suing for a 
divorce. The problem is that the 
games she plays are ‘filthy’! In what 
must be seen as a blow to the male 
ego, the man in question (in Israel) 
has described his wife’s activities as 
“technological adultery”. The 
relationship she has formed with 
her computer has led her to “cheat 
on me in her thoughts”. It might not 
say much for his performance but 
from the women’s magazines that 
come our way - no pun intended - it 
seems that “cheating in thought’ 
may be almost universal among 
women - and probably men too. 


"QUOTE 

OF THE MONTH” 

“I want to go back to a better 
class of loser., who don’t pay 
their bills on home computers” 

Randy Travis - Country music 
song 

Apart from the fact that 
loser doesn’t rhyme with 
computer..it’s an interesting 
thought. 

Apparently people who pay 
their bills from home computers 
(using Money Matters? 
Reviewed in this AUI.) either are 
NOT losers or are a worse class 
of loser than travis likes. We’re 
not sure we’d like to fall into 
either category. But if home 
computer users are getting 
mentions in country music we 
must be making the world sit up 
and notice us. Next month aui 
will run an exclusive interview 
with Dolly Parton called “My 
Two favourite Interfaces”. 
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By the year 2000, according to 
a recent report from research 
company Jefcoat, Europe is 
expected to have a total 
consumer expenditure of about 
£4 billion on multimedia 
hardware (about £500 million 
in the UK). Multimedia 
software expenditure in the 
European consumer market is 
expected to total over £6 
billion by the year 2000 (£1.4 
billion for the UK). Multimedia 
hardware products are 

v_ ! _ 


expected to account for 17 per 
cent of household expenditure 
for hardware for entertainment 
by 2000. 

According to Jeffcoat, this 
consumer market growth will 
be driven by films and games 
delivered to TV set-top boxes 
via cable and/or satellite. 

Home shopping, although 
strongly promoted as a 
technology of the future is as 
yet unproven, according to 
Jeffcoat. 


mm aw w m in 



Opening up the real 3D market in the UK. 


Activa International, creators of 
Real 3D, have told AUI they are 
opening of a UK office. Andy 
Jones, the UK support manager, 
will be pleased to offer technical 
support or information on 
upgrades. You can contact Andy 
via the Activa UK Support BBS 
(formerly Amiga Swapshop) on 
081 986 5964 or via netmail at 
2:254/516.1 fidonet. The BBS has 


support, message areas, program 
updates and files for TV Paint, 
Real 3D Classic and V2.xx, 
Mediapoint, Piccolo, Peggy, 
Detail3 and all other Activa 
products. 

Contact: Activa International 
(UK), 27a Tremaine Road, 
Anerley, London SE20 7UA. 

Tel: 081 402 5770. 

10am - 7pm Mon-Fri. 


REMOVEABLE 

MEDIA 

Fitting a Winchester into a card slot has been made possible by 
SyQuest’s new removeable media disk. The PCMCIA Type III 
device uses conventional hard disk technology as an alternative 
to flash memeory cards. 

SyQuest’s SQ1080 microstorage system comprises a 
PCMCIA drive into which slots a smaller cartridge containing the 
magnetic storage medium. The drive takes either 60Mb or 80Mb 
cartridges each with access times of 16ms. 

The initial cost of the 80Mb system for the OEM market will 
be around £240.00 with additional cartridges will cost around 
£40.00. 


WP STYLE GUIDE 

Timothy Goldingham and Michal Bayley have joined forced as writer and 
illustrator to produce a book which covers all types of word processing and 
is not tied to any particular software package. 

Priced £6.99, the Word Processing Style Guide gives general guidance 
on document layout and word processing techniques. 

It is written for the user who has a word processor rather than a DTP 
package, knows how to make it perform its various functions, but is limited 
by using it as one may have utilised a typewriter. 

Additionally the book helps with such activities as writing BS5750 
procedures and illustrating cartoon drawings. 

Contact: The Wyndham Press, 76 Walker Road, Maidenhead SL6 2QT. 
Tel: 0628 30108. 


SCALA 
Editing Unit 

The Scala Echo package contains a 
cable unit which connects to the 
Amiga’s serial port. The unit has 
two cables: one has a LANC/ 
Control-L minijack which connects 
to the source deck and the other an 
infrared sensor which exchanges 
signals with the VCR. 

The package includes two 
Scala EX software modules to 
control the playback and record 
functions and the program Infrared 

[BUSY] 

JIM! 

Jim Drew is shipping Emplants to the 
UK - or so he claims. He’s the giuy who 
invented the thing. We’ve been unable 
to get one - every time it’s promised 
we’re told, just before it’s supposed to 
arrive,to wait for the latest upgrade 
which will be much better than the one 
about now! 

Drew is currently writing (for 
Commodore) the replacement for 
CrossDos called Multi-OSFile System 
which will read and write Amiga, PC, 

Atari ST and Mac disks. PC emulation 
module with DX2/66 speeds on a 
25Mhz 040 will be available soon. He 
says that the PCMCIA version is done 
and that it is being put out for final 
production. If it’s finished, why can’t we 
^get an Emplant then, Jim? _^ 


“QUOTE 

OF THE MONTH” 

David Everett, executive vice 
president for SyQuest’s sales 
and marketing, said 

“It’s like being a mosquito in a 
nudist camp - the opportunities 
are endless!” 

We assume he isn’t referring to 
that latest Syquest removable 
drive launch as a sting? 


t 



Scala Echo combines functions of pro 
video editing with Scala multimedia 

Trainer which is used to teach the 
software to accept the commands 
from the VCR. 

A Scala clip-art library, with 
readymade graphics, is included. 
Over 150 colourful symbols will 
improve and personalize videos. 

The latest release of TVPaint 
from French software house 
Tecsoft Images is now available 
from Amiga Centre Scotland at 
a new price. 

This has been drastically 
reduced to £249.00 inc. VAT. 
TVPaint 2 package includes 
four disks with Art/tutorial disk 
and the following versions: 
TVPaint. AV-AVideo; 
TVPaint.Domino - Domino; 
TVPaint.2410 - CBM A2410; 
TVPaint.EGS - Various EGS 
boards; TVPaint.Harlequin - 
Harlequin/Harlequin Plus; 
TVPaint.IV - GVP IV24; 

TVPaint.Retina - Retina; 
TVPaint.Sage - Various sage 
boards; TVPaint.VD - VD2001; 
TVPaint. Picasso - Picasso. 
Contact: Amiga Centre 
Scotland, Harlequin House, 
Walkerburn, Peeblesshire, 
Scotland, EH43 6AB 
Tel: 089 687 583. 
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Learn About 
Multimedia 

Premier Vison has told 41//that 
they are to run one of their 
successful seminars on the Amiga. 
This one is called “Amiga 
Multimedia and Desktop Video” 
subtitled - they say - What You’ve 
Always Wanted to Know But Have 
Been Afreaid to Ask!) Where have 
we heard that title before? 

Aimed at the professional 
Amiga user, the seminar is based 
on topics that have been raised by 
attendees on previous training 
courses run by Premier Vision in 
1993. These problems are 
dilemmas like should you buy a, IV- 
24 or a Harlequin. What is Art 
Department Pro really capable of? 
Should I really sell my Amiga and 
take tthose two delicious blonde 
and sexy twins Catherine and 
Victoria to a desert island for the 
winter. No, sorry that isn’t one of 
the problems that have come up at 
previous seminars but perhaps at 
this one... 

The seminar will take the form 
of a series of presentations on 
video production, digital video, non¬ 
linear editing, interactive multimedia 
and much much more. 

The seminar, on February 25th, 
lasts a full day and for £99 you 
even get lunch. 

This is your chance to get to 
know how to make the Amiga really 
work for you. 

Contact; Premier Vision, 31 -C 
Herne Hill Road, London 
SE 24 OAX Tel: 071 274 4407 


LIANA 

Liana is a peer-to-peer network for 
connecting two Amiga computers. 
Liana is claimed to work with all 
Amigas and the only hardware 
required is a parallel port into which 
the Liana cable can be plugged. 
Beside the internal parallel port of 
the Amiga, Liana also supports the 
Vector Connection Multi-IO 
card.The Liana network driver is 
completely SANA-11 compatible. 
SANA-11 (Standard Amiga 
Networking Architecture) is now the 
standard software interface for 
Commodore’s network protocols. 
So all networking packages using 
SANA-11 are said to work with 
Liana. 

The networking software 
supplied with Liana is the peer-to- 
peer networking package Envoy. 

Contact: Blittersoft, 40 Colley 
Hill, Bradwell, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks. MK13 9DB. 
v Tel: 0908 220196. 



The 

price of the Dangerous 
Streets pack will still be offically 
£299 but as can be seen from 
advertisements in AUI, you can buy 
it for ten pounds or so so less. 
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Commodore are adding to the 
attractions of the Amiga CD 32 by 
bringing out a new pack. The new 
marketing drive is for the 
Dangerous Streets pack. This 
contains - surprise! surprise! - the 
Amiga CD 32 plus two new games 
the famed Wing Commander from 
Electronic Arts and a beat ‘em up 
from Fliar called - surprise! surprise 
again! - Dangerous Streets. Adding 
two extra games will surely bring 
added attraction to the market is the 
view taken by retailindustry 
observers. 

We wonder if there could be. 
with the name “Dangerous Streets”, 
any coincidence that there is a 
certain game called Streettfighter 


which has made something of 
an impact in other formats we 
are too delicate to mention. 

But no doubt it is just a 
coincidence. 

“We’re delighted with 
the CD 32’s position 
against its opposition in the 
CD sector; the whole 
market has been much 
more than people had 
expected it to be.” 
commented CBM UK’s joint MD, 
David Pleasance. 

“Now there’s more software 
about we’ve been able to put 
together a very good pack - and 
we’re still confident about the 
machine.” 


Tough CD 32 stalks the dangerous 
CD streets with connfidence of 
new pack. 


QUARTERBACK 
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Everybody loves Quarterback and it to 
get even better. 


Central Coast Software, who are 
owned by New Horizons Software, 
have told AUI that they are making 
a major upgrade to the popular 
Amiga hard disk backup and 
archival utility Quarterback. 

Quarterback V.6.0’s new 
features, CCS told AUI, include 
faster software based compression 
and the ability to schedule 
unattended backups. 

Price:$99.95. - about £60.00 
Contact: Central Coast Software, 
PO Box 164287, Austin TX 78716 
USA. Tel: 512 328 6650. 
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LITTLE 

TOUCHSCREEN 



Elographics have told AUI about 
what they claim is the smallest high- 
performance touchscren controller 
measuring just 3.3" x 2.1" - the size 
of a credit card. 

The new controller also comes 
equipped with Elographics 
SmartSet communications protocol, 
which, they say, ensures fast 
reliable communication between the 
controller and any host computer. 
Contact: Elographics, 105 
Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee 37830. USA. 

Tel: 800 868 6824. 


Soon no 
bigger than 
the 

fingernail 
that touches 
the screen. 


ELECTRONIC DESIGN 


The Neptun-Genlock is one of the products featuring Electronic-Design’s 
new look video-editing for the Amiga. “Alphachannel titles can be 
superimposed on a semi-transparent shadow or background when 
keying and can be used for the Antialiasing by using semi-transparent 
pixels framing graphics or titles for smooth edges.” (Have we lost you? 
Perhaps you’d better read that again.) 

The Neptun-Genlock is the first Electronic-Design Genlock that can 
also be software controlled. 

Contact: Electronic-Design, Steffen Kramer GmbH, 

Detmoldstrasse 2 80935 Munich Germany. Tel: 089 351 50 18. 


Cheaper 

Cooking 

The popular ARexx Cookbook 1 
which comes with two ' 

companion disks has melted j 
down in price. It previously cost 
£34.95 but you can get it now : 
for just £21.95. j 

The examples in the book 
range from simple utilities to 
constructing ARexx programs 
with graphical interfaces using 
Amiga libraries. 

Contact: Premier Vision, 

31-C herne Hill Road, London 
SE24 OAX, Tel: 071 274 4407 


CHRISTMAS 

CHAOS 

People who buy PCs as 
Christmas presents face ‘chaos’ 
if they do not ensure they have 
adequate after sales help and 
support claim IBM. (well, they 
would, wouldn’t they?) According 
to an independent study by IBM 
Personal Computer Company, 
now a separate bit of Big Blue, 
eight out of every ten people who 
buy a personal computer need 
expert advice on how to operate 
it. Their results show that 
helpline services have become a 
necessity. 

As it happens, IBM have set 
up such a line for before and 
after sales support for anyone 
purchasing an IBM PC, who get 
one years free membership, well, 
aren’t they the generous and 
kind folks. What about helping 
out other manufacturers 
customers too? 
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seriox 

The amigo’ serial 
port expansion card 


O 4 serial ports 

O Exec level device drivers 

O Baud rates from 300 to 38400 

O For use with A1500, A2000, A3000, A4000 

O Standard nine way male D-Type connectors 

O Protocols supported even/odd parity, RTS/CTS, 

XON/XOFF or not selected 


M £149 inc. 

For more details call 

0652 688330 

Applied Systems Group Ltd. Elsham Wold 
Brigg South Humberside DN20 0SP 




Branson 
To Replace 
Taylor? 

Virgin Interactive Entertainment 
have decided to make a positive 
contribution to football, following 
England’s failure in the World Cup, 
by announcing the launch of a 
sponsorship. 

The Virgin Games Schools 
Football Initiative has been 
launched to teach school children 
how to become skillful players, we 
certainly could do with them! 

The Government has agreed to 
match Virgin’s input pound for 
pound via the Sportsmatch program 
that a subsidy not a computer 
game.. In addition, Virgin are 
running competitions in ‘Football In 
Schools magasine which goes out 
to 25,000 football teachers. 


CD-ROM 

DRIVES 

Commodore are working on an 
A1200 CD-ROM drive. Yes, we 
know we all know that., but this, it 
is rumoured, will be an external 
attachment using an adaptor 
through the trapdoor in the A1200 
and will contain Fast RAM options 
so that you can update memory at 
the same time. The drive is 
supposed to be exactly the same 
as in the CD32. We should hope 
it is too or how will all that 
software run? 

In addition, the adaptor is said 
to contain the Akiko chip so that 
the chunky to bitplane conversion 
hardware weill also work. 
MPEGmay not be applicable to 
the drive which would be a a 
terrible mistake, most people 
would say. what’s the point of 
having a CD drive if it can’t play 
FMV?. 

The 1200 drive is to be 
followed by a CD-ROM drive for 
the A4000. This is thought to be a 
Zorro III board with the Akiko 
chip. It will probably have an 
external drive initially and there 
will almost certainly be an MPEG 
adaptor on board. Thank 
goodness for that. There are also 
likely to a number of third party 
boards that will become available. 
Before CBM’s? May well be... 




The British Computer Society has 
been submitting evidence to the 
House of Commons Select 
Committee about computer porn, 
after concerns were raised about 
computer simulated material 
depicting children under 16. Images 
appearing on the Internet network 
on bulletin boards have supposedly 
been distributed on disks around 
school playgrounds. There are 
reports of sexual harassment where 
animated pornographic images 
have been sent to male and female 
workers and students. 

The Home Secretary in another 
of his (simulated?) violent outbursts 
is threatening new laws which are 
supposed to be going to take 
account of the rendering and 
animation capabilities of graphics 
software, although bulletin board 


l-ULiK BLOWN OUT 


OF PRO ORTION 


suppliers say that the fears about 
the spread of pornography have 
been blown out of proportion. 

Under the new measures, 
people with material depicting 
children under 16 face jail 
sentences of up to three months 
and a £5000 fine. Police powers of 
arrest, search and seizure will be 
increased. 

It is obviously undesirable - is 
that a wrong choice of words? - for 
children under 16 to be involved in 
pornography. (Though how do they 
tell the age of some girls? We knew 
one, many years ago, and we 
hasten to add we never laid a finger 


on her, called “Twelvie” who was 
just that age but looked about 20!) 
But we bet they won’t be able to 
“take account of renedering and 
animaition capabilities of graphics 
software.” And try to prosecute 
someone for simulation? As is said 
in the Porn Brokers article in this 
AUI , the less the Fuzz get involved 
in interfering in our private lives the 
more tolerant a society we’ll have. 
Or isn’t a tolerant society what the 
Home Secretary really wants? 

And “blown out of proportion”? 

Is that a reference to a over forceful 
sexual activity or was there a bug in 
the softwar? 


FMV NOW! 


Believe and it shall come to 
pass... .is what Commodore 
has often had to say to sceptical 
Amiga journos; perhaps 
recently of the much 
heralded Amiga CD 
32 Full Motion Video 
(FMV) add-on. FMV 
will let you play 
video, full movies in 
fact, on CBM’s latest 
pride and joy. 

So it must have 
been a pleasure for 
CBM’s David 
Pleasance, joint MD 
UK, to give the Amiga 
world positive 
evidence of the FMV’s 
reality at an end-of- 
year bash that 
Commodore hosted 
for said Amiga press. 


Here, folks, is what the little 
darling looks like. 

Price? We’d guess just 
under £200. 


Don’t Let Them 
Get Away With It 

London’s Metropolitan Police have 
launched a new anti-computer crime 
initiative at a press conference hosted 
by IBM. Entitled ‘Don’t Let Them Get 
Away With It’, the drive to wipe out 
crime is aimed at increasing public 
awareness and urges them to take 
steps to prevent data and equipment 
loss. 

John Austen, Detective Inspector 
estimated that millions of pounds can 
be saved every year by preventing 
unauthorised computer access. 

This access is now a criminal 
offence under Computer Misuse Act 
of 1990 but the Police admit it’s very 
hard to get convictions under the Act. 
The say that the simplest way of 
preventing crime is using cheap 
protection devices. 

Personal computer owners can 
use software protection or disk 
locking devices which prevent the 
computer from being booted. 

Some operating systems are now 
having password protection built in 
so that once switched on the 
computer has to have a passowrd to 
continue. 

In the USA, Dave Pullin, IBM’s 
UK Software Business Director said, 
a recent survey showed that data 
losses are mounting up to $4 billion 
(about £2.6 billion) a year. One of the 
biggest threats is said to be loss 
through accidents and carelessness 
such as something as simple as 
crushing a vital disk which has no 
back up. And hasn’t something 
similar that happened to us all? 

“Most people don’t plan to fail, “ 
said Mr Paulin,” they fail to plan.” 

Nice phrase that - could have 
been a Quote of the Month - but we 
^already had two! J 


TECHNOLOG V 


Amitek have announced a new deluxe Amiga Disk Drive. In addition to 
being a standard Amiga compatible disk drive, this deluxe external 1 Mb disk 
drive also features anti-click technology, hardware anti-virus protection, 
enable/disable switch, metal casing and a daisy chain connector. 

The Amitek model, Silica say, is built around a high quality Sony 
drive mechanism and comes with a two year warrenty. Priced £59.00 

H|— . - \\ » inc. VAT., and available from all 

2 floppy"'dis^drICe §||1 good anti-click Amiga dealers. 

I IBM Contact: Silica Systems, 

jUg 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley 

^ ^ * Road, Sidcup, Kent 

... 3". —' Tel: 081 309 1111. 


Deluxe and with anti-click. . 
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AMIGA 

CREATIVE 

ENTERPRISES 

SAYONARA! 


The Japan Amiga Group (JAG) 
would like to hear from any 
European users groups who would 
be willing to share their disks or 
make contacts in Japan, as they 
say there are many lonely Amiga 
owners in Japan.(For Oh really? 
read Ah so!) 

Amiga Creative Enterprises is 
a newly formed company in Japan 
which is preparing to publish a 
magasine called Amiga Rising. 
(Shouldn’t it be Amiga Rising 
Sun?) 

One of the regular columns will 
review Public Domain/Shareware 
and demos. ACE is especially 
interested in the music modules 
and demos made in Europe and is 
willing to publish them if the 
diskettes are appropriate. 

If you want to comfort all those 
lonely Japanese Amiga users lost 
among the hordes of oriental 
Ninentendoers. 

Contact: Steve Vanderhof, 
3-16-31 Hanenaka, Hamura- 
machi, Tokyo. 190-11 Japan. 

Tel: +81 425 79 0389. 


ZOOM 

INTO 

THEATRE 

Zoom Theatre claims to be the 
only theatre company to make 
extensive use of the Amiga for 
its theatrical performances. They 
use three Amigas to produce 
graphics and animations for their 
shows which are projected by a 
LCD Video projector onto a 
screen built into the set. 

All the work is produced in 
the studio which consists of an 
Amiga 4000 with Opal Vision, an 
Amiga 1500 with GVP 030 board 
and an Avideo board and TV 
Paint, plus an A500+ and KCS to 
control an Ml synthesiser and 
an EPS sampler. Genlocking 
and chromakeying are via a G2+ 
and an Illusion onto Hi8 video 
and mastered onto SVHS for 
playback during the show. 

I You can see the effects at 
workshops and demonstrations 
Zoom produce for schools and 
festivals. 

Contact: Zoom Theatre, 
Balintraid house, Invergordon, 
Ross Scotland . IV18 OLY . 

^ Tel:349 853943. _ 





SPECIAL PRICE FLOPPY 

Bargain of the year - already? - according to Cumana, is the CAX354 3.5 
80 track double sided floppy disk drive, offering 800K of formatted storage 
capacity for the special price of £49.95 inc. VAT & delivery. 

Compatible, they say, with all Amigas except the A4000, the CAX354 
offers a fast average access time of only 95ms. Track-to-track access time 
is 3ms and the settling time is 15ms. Rotational speed is 300rpm. It has a 
durable plastic case, measures just 104mm wide x 32mm high x 203mm 
deep and weighs in at only 700g. The drive has a 12 month warranty and a 
30 day money back guarantee. 

Contact: Cumana Ltd., Pines Trading Estate, Broad Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. GU3 3BH. Tel; 0483 503121. 

INTEGRATED CHIP 


Integrated Information 
Technology has announced a 
complete video subsystem on a 
programmable chip. The 
company says it could massively 
cut the cost of videoconferencing 
systems. 

According to David Harper, 
NT’s Managing Director, the 
integration of these functions on 
a single chip will drastically 
reduce the price of these 
systems. “We want to see 
millions of video phones or video 
conferencing systems - we want 
them on everybody’s desktop. 
You can switch from one 
standard to another, and the 
incremental cost of having MPEG 
capability is virtually zero. The 
personal computer application is 
really the ultimate application - if 
you look at the end of the century, 
the majority of videophones will 
be desktop based”. 

The chip will be available in 
sample quantities early 1994, 
with speeds ranging from 20 to 
66MHz clock rates. An 80MHz 
clock version will be available 
later in the year. In quantities of 
1000 the cost will range from 
$140.00 to $400.00 depending 
on speed. 

Customers of the company’s 
earlier procesors include sony, 
AT & T and VTel. 

If everybody sticks to the 


MPEG standard there is no 
reason why the Amiga shouldn’t 
be hooked up to video phones 
etc in the way harper describes. 

Hello, this is your Amiga 
calling. Hey, you’re still in the 
Office. And who is that lying on 
your desk top, you monster? 


New True 
Mouse 


GoldenIMAGE told AUk hey have 
improved their Mega Mouse 400 by 
featuring 400 DPI; Micro switch 
Buttons; rapid and smooth 
movement. It is comaptible with all 
Amigas and comes with a 12 month 
warranty-for£14.95. 

At £34.95, GoldenIMage offer 
The New True 300Dpi Optical 
Mouse.” (What about The Old False 
One”? We didn’t hear much of that, 
did we?) 

“New True” features “True” 
optical design with, they say, ultra 
high 300 Dpi resolution for fast, 
smooth and accurate movement 
(What other kind of 300 DPI can 
you have?) “New True” has no 
moving parts but has “effortless” 
finger-tip operation with micro¬ 
switch buttons. It comes with a 
tough, “true” (What else?) metal 
optical mouse mat and also has 12 
months warranty. 

Goldenlmage also told us they 
have what they claim to be the New 
(Why not true?) Improved Crystal 
Trackball featuring a two-colour 
shining Crystal Ball, supporting auto 
fire and key lock function. It has the 
additional feature that the colour 
shines at the touch of the ball now 
as opposed to shining when 
pressing the buttons - all for £34.95. 
Wow! 

Contact: Goldenlmage (UK) Ltd., 
Unit 12a, Millmead Business 
Centre, Millmead Road, London 
N17 9QU. Tel: 081 365 1102. 


SING ALONG A CD32 


w Arbiter Leisure proudly 
• annpounce that they claim to 


PRODAD 

BVCC has told AUI that it has - 
yes, you guessed it - the 
exclusive distribution of ProDad 
software to the UK. (We ahve, if 
anyone is interested, the 
exclusive distribution of the 
news in Al//!)ProDaD are the 
creators of Adorage v.2.0e and 
the upooming ClariSSA_- an 
animation processing program 
for the creation of animations in 
SSA format from single frames 
rendered by Imagine. 

Once converted to SSA 
format, these animations can be 
manipulated in many ways and 
run an average 1.5 times faster 
than standard ANIM5 anims. 
Contact: BVCC, Suite 1046 
Windsor Road, Ealing, 

London W5 5PE. 

Tel: 081 567 4623. 


be the exclusive distributor for 
DK (Daiichi Kosho) Karaoke 
software throughout Europe. 
Wow! (Do you know what I 
want to be when I grow up, 
Daddy? No. not a train driver or 
Manchester United’s 
goalkeeper. I want to be an 
exclusive ditributor for DK! Or 
as the Jewish mother shouted 
as she ran along the shore, 
“Help, help! My son the DK 
distributor is drowing!) 

A range of 20 disks are 
available for the CD32 which 
are CD graphic bringing the 
words onto screen. The titles 
sell for between £14.99 and 
£15.99, and are available in 
branches of Dixons, Tandy and 
Currys. 

Contact: Arbiter Leisure, 
Wilberforce Road, Lodon 
NW9 6AX. Tel: 081 202 1199. 
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veryone has seen images of 
sweating teenagers 
‘immersing’ themselves into 
virtual worlds filled with 
robots and monsters, wearing 
psuedo-crash helmets and data 
gloves. If you haven’t, then you 
obviously locked yourself in a 
cupboard a couple of years ago since 
VR started to be news. 

The debate sprang up almost as 
quickly as the VR centres; could 
immersing yourself in another 
universe be addictive or otherwise 
harmful? Does killing a virtual human 
make you a virtual murderer? Would 
hundreds of Hungerford-style 
tragedies be triggered, by minds 
confused about the difference 
between the virtual and true realities? 

What not many people realise is 
that VR can do a lot more than just 
send you balmy - sorry, entertain you. 
With the tempting goal of saving 
themselves millions of research and 
development pounds, companies are 
now working hard to harness VR’s 
abilities as a tool - which may well be 
mixed with what reaches us in our 
homes. 


realistic 


The overwhelming presence at this 
year’s VR Conference and Exhibition, 
held recently in London was large, big 
spending industrial companies. Sega 
alone flew the entertainment flag, 
revealing its plans to bring VR into our 
homes by Easter 1994. (Oh really?) 
But the most interesting subjects and 
products were those dealing with VR 
as a powerful addition to a company’s 
design, research and promotional 
resources - and by extention, really 
into our own lives. 


move your head, these objects are 
redrawn to give a convincing 
impression of ‘reality.’. The system 
also had to be lightweight. 

Sterling created a virtual cockpit, 
adapting a standard crash helmet to 
incorporate LCD screens. These 
gave a 120 degree field of view 
display, which was not quite perfect 
but still very impressive for its time. 
The company called its system 
VIVID, the virtual visual display and it 
sent an excited Chinese whisper 
through the American media. 

Now working with NASA, 

Sterling redesigned the helmet 
and made it into a face mask. This 
looked much like today’s visors in 
the arcades. Although the vector 
graphics were fairly basic, they 
were considered realistic enough 
to be used to train astronauts for 
simulated dangerous missions 
and situations. Sterling was also 
one of the first companies to 
develop a data glove, allowing 
interaction with the virtual world for 
the first time. 


five years to produce a new model of 
car. The main difficulty was that 
designers and engineers were 
working in separate directions. A 
designer would come up with an 
idea, the engineer would build a 
prototype or model and then 
point out the flaws. 

VR brought them closer 
together. By designing a virtual 
car, the designer could see 
what was wrong - or 
right - with the plan 
from the outset. 


LCD glasses enable VR 3D viewing. 


Jim Humphries, Chief Engineer at 
Sterling Software, talked of his 
company’s work with NASA to 
develop VR for use in the training of 
astronauts. As early as 1984, work 
was underway to create a cost- 
effective, three-dimensional field of 
view display. For this, if you move 
your eyes instead of your head, you 
can still see realistic objects; if you 


Amiga-based Virtuality - once known as W Industries was only a al presence 


fotd prefect 


Sterling then used its experience to 
tempt in one of the biggest 
manufacturing companies in the world 
- Ford. Like any other car 
manufacturer, Ford’s designers and 
engineers used to take as much as 


brought in at the earliest stages to 
oversee the design from their point of 
view. Finally, both teams could 
explore the design in a VR 
environment, testing it for problems 
and making changes - and all without 
a single model being built. In this way, 
the lead time for development was cut 
by as much as 60%. 

Trying out the system is an 
extraordinary experience. You can’t 
drive the car but you can do 
everything else including such 
apparentlty simple but really quite 
complicated actions as opening the 
door and sitting behind had grasping 
the steering wheel. The effect is eerily 
real - nothing virtual about it. 

If the savings in time haven’t 
impressed you, perhaps the $2 million 
pricetag on every prototype model 
built will. 

curve 

The main problem facing companies 
wishing to save themselves R&D 


millions is the initial cost of 
incorporating VR into their structures. 
One speaker at the Conference was 
Professor Robert Stone, of the 
Advanced Robotics Research Centre 
(ARRC) at Salford University. His 
company specialises in helping other 
firms to bring VR into practise and 
train their staff to take advantage of its 
unique benefits. 

Initially funded by the Department 
of Trade and Industry, ARRC has 
worked closely with companies like 
Rolls-Royce, North-West Water and 
ICI. A single R-R aircraft engine 
prototype costs £1 million to build and 
the benefits for companies using 
ARRC don’t stop with cost savings. 

“We’ve already beaten the 
learning curve,” said Professor Stone. 
“Companies can come to us and 
draw on our expertise. We’ve been 
through the VR transition the hard 
way, so we can save them millions of 
pounds and years of headaches.” 

One new customer on the 
company’s books is the Co-Op group. 
ARRC has designed them a virtual 
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Ashlev Cotter-Cairns’ grasp 
or» reality falters as 
helicopters and fantasy 
girl friends start jumping 
out of the screen. 



supermarket, complete with virtual 
tills, packets of cornflakes and tins of 
beans! This model was created to 
allow the Co-Op to try new store 
layouts, without actually shifting 
shelves about. 

ARRC’s message was that 
almost any company can save itself 
time, trouble and money by using VR 
to help with its design and research 
projects. And that it would be more 
than happy to help... 

consumers 

Sega was flying in the face of the 
overall “VR for Industry” message, by 
showing an early prototype of its 
proposed home VR system. The 
company’s Director of Software 
Development, Mike Brogan, said that 
the units would make their way into 
British homes by April 1994. No firm 
price was available, but the unit’s not 
expected to sell for more than £100. 

This announcement comes at a 
time when concern over videogame 
safetey is at a peak. Recent reports 
that epilepsy could be triggered by 
computer games were largely 
exaggerated, but taken seriously 
enough for companies to start printing 
warnings in their product literature. 
And recently, concern over use of VR 
is growing, after some people 
reported dizziness and shortness of 
breath after being ‘immersed. 5 

Certainly there’s a place for 
affordable VR in the home. There are 
rumours about a VR unit for the new 
Amiga CD32 and you can bet your 
last thrup’nny bit that, if Sega has 
made one, Nintendo is working on it. 

adults only 

But VR isn’t all about immersion and 
sweaty face masks. In America, 
adults-only CD-ROM VR games are 
currently the rage, with Virtual Valerie 
being perhaps the best-known ‘soft 


porn’ VR title to date. Players get to 
choose her underwear, or even 
remove it, before making the sexy 
spritette pump (some iron). ( See 
Porn Brokers page ??? in this aui 
x Controversial titles like VV and 
concerns about the dangers of over¬ 
exposure to VR may keep home units 



a polish, runs up some tricolour 
bunting, perhaps offers interest-free 
credit terms and takes people for a 
test drive. But when a helicopter 
manufacturer such as Westland 
wants to impress potential customers, 
it has to organise an event which 
shows off a whole range of the 
chopper’s abilities. This can cost a lot 
of money. 

There seems to be a golden 
figure in VR savings: Westland say it 
can cost a cool £1 million per 
demontration event organised. Great 
if the customer buys a ‘copter or two 
but no event is possible without 
rehersal. Guess what? A full rehersal 
costs the £1 million a time as well. 
Luckily, systems like the Freedom 
series from Evans and Sutherland 
can produce high-quality rehersals 
without costing companies seven- 
figure sums. An example of such a 
rehersal was running at the exhibition. 
If any changes need to be made, 
these can be done before any major 
dosh is parted with. And the whole 
thing can be put together on a not too 
complicated form of VR for around 
£20,000. Now twenty grand may 
sound big bucks to you but for a 
company, compared to a million... 

And it must be working for Westland’s 
order book stands 
currently around the 
nice fat £1.5 billion 
mark. VR can 
obviously bring 
home the helicopter 
bacon. 


we present 


That’s how it look to to the viewer - but you have to have 
the glasses 

from being fully accepted for some 
time to come. But, from the quality 
and variety of the products on display 
at the event’s exhibition, VR has 
certainly carved itself a niche in 
industry. Wild Plams, Oliver Stone’s 
recent futuristic epic on TV, made the 
point that VR can bring all sorts of 
experiences, including some rather 
kinky sex ones, right into the sitting - 
or bed - room in the not too distant 
future. 


indispensible 


You might think that Gunship 2000 is 
the closet you’ll ever see to a virtual 
helicopter. But Westland System 
Assessment, a company set up by 
the Westland group, has a VR project 
which will make you think again. 

When a car dealership wants to 
impress potential customers, it 
employs someone to give their stock 


TeleVirtual is a 
company which can 
promise you a brand 
new image... as long 
as you don’t mind 
looking like a cartoon 
character. 

TeleVirtual has a 
system which takes 
a human being, with movement 
sensors stuck all over his (or her) 
face, plots the movements made by 
mouth, eyes and the head and then 
morphs these movements to a VR 
image chosen for the screen. The 
system works by recording the most 
violent expressions - anger, laughter, 
sadness - and then animation by 
‘tweening’ (filling in the gaps between 
the starting point and the finishing 
point) takes place. 

The result is a virtual TV 
presenter, who accurately mirrors a 
whole range of emotions and 
movements. A data glove has been 
added to allow the character to move 
a hand and, in theory at least, a whole 
body could be wired up and morphed 
to the screen in the same way. 

TeleVirtual are already doing this 
for TV programs with an actor wired 
up and a cartoon character looking 
like Tom of the Tom and Jerry ilk 
snarling away directly at the viewer. 


You don’t think that’s in your 
field? Well, TeleVirtual don’t only do it 
as seen on TV. They will come to 
you, if you hire them, and set the 
whole thing up for any presentation 
you wish to make. Of course, at their 
present cost of around £1500 a day it 
isn’t cheap for that special birthday 
party but for business presentations it 
could certainly be thought worth the 
money. After all remember 
Westland’s £1.5 billion.. 


ARRC has designed 
them a virtual 
supermarket, complete 
with virtual tills, 
packets of cornflakes 
and tins of beans! 


three dee 


And while you’re watching TV, why 
not watch in apparent 3D to make 
things seem even more real? 
Ambitron has Cristal Eyes. No, it’s not 
a new version of contact lenses but a 
3D recording and playback system 
which uses LCD glasses to merge the 
three images on the screen. It was 
most impressive to stand and see 
yourself on a screen in true 3D and, if 
you waved a hand at one of the 3D 
cameras, everyone watching the 
screen ducked instinctively as your 
hand shot out towards them. Or 
virtually did. 

giant leap 

The Virtual Reality 93 Conference 
and Exhibition really opened many 
people’s eyes to just how big the 
virtual world is becoming. Though 
one surprising absence was Virtuality 
- once known as W Industries - 
possibly the biggest VR manufacturer 
in the world with products largely 
Amiga-based, there were a large 
number of products on display which 
really are a giant leap ahead of 
everything you might have imagined 
VR to be about. This virtual wagon is 
rolling much faster than you can even 
dream. And, as more and more 
companies jump onto it, you can be 
sure it can only pick up not so much 
real virtual but real momentum. 

Who knows? Tomorrow your 
boss could be training you in a VR 
environment. (Of course I was here at 
9.30. Virtually..) And even, don’t bet 
against having a virtual manager. Or 
perhaps more excitingly a virtual girl 
friend, not necessarily called Valerie... 

Look out for more on the 
developing virtual universe in future 
issues of aui. 3 
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ensorship and 
pornography affect all 
communication media 
and with technology now 
allowing digital images of 
photographic quality on our monitor 
screens, the “problem” inevitably 
involves the relatively new medium 
of easily accessible computing. 

A recent police raid of a Public 
Domain company yielded a 
digitised collection of images 
allegedly deemed pornographic by 
those who administer the current 
laws of this country. It seems ironic 
that a recent issue of AUI covered 
the importance of data protection 
and privacy, only to have the British 
police promptly prove that certain 
people are allowed access to any 
data they choose, innocent or 
otherwise, while others, under the 
justification of the Obscene 
Publications Act, are not. They 
showed this by pouncing on the 21 
year old PD supplier, working from 
his bedroom (sic!) who had 
advertised in AUI. 

The comment made in the 
NewsFile in January’s AUI, asked if 
there weren’t, in the face of an 
apparent crime wave, better things 
for the Fuzz to be doing than trying 
to stop people looking at sex on the 
screens. It’s seems reasonable, 
don’t you think? Channel Four’s TV 
programme quoted it - and frankly it 
seemed the only non-hypocritical 
thing about the whole programme 
and that includes a holier-than-thou 
statement from another Amiga 
magazine. (Us, Guv? No, Lord luv 
us, we’d never let stuff like that in 
our mag, would we, Humphrey? 
Hey, Humphrey! Stop looking at 
that screen and playing with your 
joystick! We’re a games mag!) 

Since then there has appeared 
a report in the daily press of the 
Home Secretary promising to ban 
“Simulated child pornography”. Like 
many political promises these days, 
it might be easier to make than to 
carry out. For there are no laws that 
cover “simulated” pornography. Or 
simulated anything else, in fact. 

And how far can you go in banning 
anything? Shall we have the 
Thought Police of Orwell’s 1984 
with us soon. (Taylor you’ve been 
thinking about simulated sex with 



that simulated girl again, haven’t 
you? Haven’t you? We are now 
going to simulate justice and 
subject you to simulated censorship 
of your simulated mind!) 


threat 


Sierra’s Leisure Suit Larry series 
bordered on the bawdy and was 
recommended for the older gamer. 
No cry of “Mrs Whitehouse come 
and protect us!” went up from the 
myriad of stockbrokers and the like 
who played it and made it a huge 
success on the PC when there were 
still very few of that machine in the 
home. Highly amusing and highly 
risque, the series was a far cry from 
the new American craze “Virtual 
Valerie”. Valerie, a cartoon 
character, invites you in and 
performs for the user’s pleasure. 
Controversial? Perhaps, but unlikely 
to cause too much outrage, even 
this side of the Atlantic. The real 
‘threat’ to our society is in the form 
of digitised porn, or so we are led to 
believe. Why should images 
available in one format, such as 
magazines or films, be illegal on 
computers? Why can you walk into 
a newsagent and buy a magazine 
that contains material that if 
included on a disk in another 
magazine in that same newsagent 
will bring screams of horror and 
threats of banning? 

(The Editor tells me that a 
magazine with which he was 
involved some years back once 
received a complaint from a teacher, 
a Miss Nicholson of Eastbourne, that 
a pair of her young students had got 
hold of a program on the C64 that 
showed sexual activity. Shock! 
Horror! If you remember the 64, it 
would be surprising that you could 
tell one sex from the other on the 
screen! Miss Nicholson was 
apparently outraged that young 
people could learn about sex from a 
computer. What would she think of 
The Lovers’ Guide video now 
appearing on disk as mentioned 
below. If she’s still around, please 
contact us Miss Nicholson, the Ed 
would like your reactions to the 
program - possibly to multimedia 
them for the CoverDisk!) 


’Obscene publications? In most 
countries they think they’re a 
waste of the fuzz’s time. 

Funny country this; what on 
earth has it got to do with us 
what anyone watches on their 
monitors?" 

- Amiga User International 



BROKERS 


The quaint English tradition of 
hvnocrisv is ever with us. Is it 
or computerised porn the 
bigger danger? 

David Tavlor and 
Anthony Mael force 
themselves to conduct an 
explicit investigation. 
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The question does not seem to 
concern computers as much as 
personal liberty. To adapt Voltaire, I 
may disapprove of what you watch, 
but I will defend to the death your 
right to watch it, as it were. 

The issue might not be the 
availability but the concealability of 
computer software. The older 
generation, as a whole, are so 
much less computer literate than 
the younger that parents are more 
often than not baffled by the system 
and leave their offspring in the 
belief that it’s all harmless fun. 
Children can and do obtain material 
to which they are not legally 
allowed access. Even in a 
household where parents are 
computer buffs, a disk can be 
innocently titled and discretely 
concealed - one disk amongst 
hundreds. And anyway do we want 
the police - as is supposed to be 
the procedure in the case of the 
recent PD raid - to spend the days 
and weeks going through every disk 
to see if there are some censorable 
images among the directories and 
files? 


x certificate? 


Since no certification exists at 
present for computer software, 
although it is covered by the 
Obscene Publications Act, software 
of an adult theme has hardly 
bothered to conceal itself. PD porn 
can certainly be accessed by young 
people by mail where age is not 
ascertainable. In addition, most 
bulletin boards have glamour 
sections containing very mild 
images, but with which puritans 
would be unhappy. 

The problem then is that 
children nowadays have access to 
adult media and the more 
audacious to images that might be 
illegal in our country as customs 
cannot in any way monitor the 


information transfer across 
countries. There may be, 
occasionally, as in the recent case 
of the satellite porn station, Red Hot 
Dutch, a way in which the 
Government, out to curry a quick 
and easy bit of positive public 
opinion, can stop the broadcasting 
of material to which it objects 
because the company has 
residence in the UK. But in general 
no such bar exists unless 
Governments like our own take up 
the old totalitarian methods of 
jamming the broadcasts. 
Interestingly, they don’t do that 
though they continue to raid PD 
merchants. One law for the those 
who can afford to pay the satellite 
subscription and another for... 

The problem of quick and cheap 
international transfer of data, of porn 
as with anything else, especially over 
phone lines, as with satellite 
communication, is one which may 
have no practical solution. 

For example, in France - where 
according to the song, “They don’t 
care what they do as long as they 
pronounce it correctly.” - Minitel, the 
French state-owned equivalent of 
Prestel, has some 30% of the 
material on the system connected 
in some way with sex, including 
offers from young ladies for 
customers with unusual tastes. Can 
you imagine the uproar there would 
be in this country if that appeared 
here? (And probably the biggest 
noise would come from those who 
use the services!) 


believe, in a free 
country. I personally 
loathe nineteenth 
century novels, but I 
am not lobbying to 
have them banned. 

Personal 
preference is 
wrongly involved in 
the censorship laws. 
Moreover, I have 
little faith in a group 
of people who set 
themselves up as 
legally allowed to 
view anything so 
that they can deem 
it unfit to be viewed 
by the general 
populous. How is it, 
in any case, that the 
censors apparently 
can see hours, 
days, months, even 
years of this 
supposedly 
corrupting material 
without losing their 
own morals? 
Amazing strength of 
Victorian-style 
character they must 
have, don’t you 
agree? (In the 
Victorian times, 
though it was on the 
surface a highly 
moral society at 
least for the middle 
class, there were in 
fact over 200,000 


In many ways the computer is a medium 


which allows much more control. 


However, this is an issue quite 
separate from whether these 
“pornographic” images should be 
allowed at all. Because children 
might see something is not an 
excuse from denying it to adults 
who wish to view it. We do live, I 


do you prefer rock ‘n roll? 


I saw The Lovers’ Guide at the launch where British characteristics 
abounded. When I arrived nobody was near the computer showing The 
Lovers’ Guide - they were all much more interested in The Rock and 
Roll Years (Honest, guv’). 

I headed straight for the Guide. Within two minutes I had a crowd 
around me who had moved across and yet were watching from a 
respectable distance, gasping at appropriate moments and pretending 
(most definitely pretending) to be shocked. In short, everyone was 
fascinated and why not? 


We can show this.. 


...but only bits of this... 


CHILD prostitutes in 
London alone.) 

Censorship in 
any form has a 
tendency to 
undermine all other 
rights to freedom; it 
is not only 
hypocritical but also 
a denial of the 
individual’s right to 
make his or her own 
decision. And that 
applies to explicit 
material as much as 
to the choice of 
word processor, 

model of car or daily newspaper. 
(What is on Page 3 of that 
government-supporting newspaper 


...and not very much of this! 

bought by over 3 million people 
every day? Try banning that - even 
from children!) 
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PORN BROKERS 

continued 

- > 


respectability 


Recently though, adult material has 
turned respectable. Material which 
would be deemed obscene if found 
in a Public Domain library can be 
released under the title of education. 

The point is not whether such 
images are offensive, my view 
should already be obvious, but it is 
how the double standards of British 
society refuse to die. Whilst one 
person is being prosecuted, another 
is earning a fortune, because people 
do want to watch these things. 


lovers 


Supervision have recently launched 
the CD interactive version of The 


Lovers’ Guide - reputedly the 
biggest selling video ever in the UK. 
Supervision and their parent 
company, Waddingtons - the very, 
very respectable purveyors of 
Monopoly - are more than confident 
of its huge success. Available on 
Mac and PC, The Lovers’ Guide is 
awaiting its port over to Amiga CD, - 
wait for it, wait for it! - due early in 
1994. 

The program was submitted to 
the classification board and rated, 
unsurprisingly, 18. Supervision have 
taken a great deal of care to stress 
the educational side. There are 
quizzes, which seemed totally banal 
to me, designed to help you know 
yourself and your partner. (Oh dear, 
if you don’t know her - or him - what 
are you doing making it then? 
According to the latest guidance on 
sex education in schools from the 



A very tame picture from The Lover’s Guide. 



Intensifying 

Intercourse 


Sex and 
Communication 


Foreplay 


Beyond the 
Bedroom 


Creative 

Lovemakinf 


introduction 


Dr. Kristal 


Overcoming 

Boredom 




2 


Wk 


Planning 
Erotic Times 


The menu from the Lovers’ Guide. Should we adopt a missionary position towards 

censorship? 


Education Ministry, facts about sex 
should not be taught “without a 
moral dimension”! Tell that to the 12 
and 13 year old who are so anxious 
to lose their virginities.) 

More importantly, the program 
has an introduction which deals 
with safe sex and has details of 
sexually transmitted diseases. Not 
the sort of thing, Supervision’s MD 
says, to titillate. And he’s right. To 
me it seemed a very sensible 
introduction though isn’t that 
something that should apply to 
under 18s too? While we’re on (or at 
least near) the subject, why 18? You 
can do ‘it’ at 16, but only watch it, 
learn about it and become informed 
two years later. Very sensible. 

The main program is then 
password protected to make sure 
the little ones don’t see anything 
rude. (Oh go on, give us the 
password, Dad!) In many ways and 
this is one of them, the computer is 
a medium which allows much more 
control. The videos of the same 
thing have been widely accepted, 
but there is no way to stop a child 
accessing the tape. Computers 
make this blocking of the way 
possible. Once again it seems that 
this technology is being singled out 
because of the fear that freedom 
might break loose. 

The main section (or should I 
call it ‘sex-ion’?) is really only parts 
of the video digitised. The size 


big bucks to be made selling sex 
because we’re all interested 
whether we care to admit it or not. 
And those people who who buy 
Amiga CD 32s for their children 
may not at all be above slipping the 
“Lovers” disk and others like it that 
will doubtless be appearing into the 
machine for a touch of stimulating - 
or simulating - late night viewing 
when little Nicholas is in bye-bye 
land dreaming of Zool or Oscar. 


certifiable 


What is the future for the industry 
then? Technology is continuing to 
progress to putting FMV on the 
computer. Since this is the case, 
can computer software continue to 
evade certification? Such a move 
would perhaps free adult computer 
users to access to whatever 
material they wanted to see. But it 
would also bring in the Mary 
Whitehouse Brigade to start their 
prudish restrictions. (In the famous 
Lady Chatterly’s Lover trial not so 
many years ago when they tried to 
stop the publication of the DH 
Lawrence book, the prosecuting 
attorney asked the jury snootily “Is 
this the sort of book you would let 
your wife or servants read? Is this 
the sort of PD disk you would let 
your wife or servants play with on 
the Amiga?) 


Do we want the police to spend the days and 
weeks going through every disk to see if there 
are some censorable images among the 
directories and files? 


(although not important to some) of 
the picture is very small, a quarter 
screen at most and the images are 
sometimes of pretty poor quality. 
But it is never hard to work out 
what is happening. The CD version 
does not contain all of the video, in 
fact it is around ten minutes shorter 
than the original. 

‘Video controls’ of the images 
are available and the voice over 
explains the goings on - 
superfluous? No! Educational! The 
digitised video is split into a dozen 
or so sections dealing with 
everything from ‘Foreplay’ to 
‘Beyond the Bedroom’. 

Whether the content of the 
footage is ‘educational’ or not I 
suppose depends on the individual 
and since I can’t be bothered to 
indulge any macho talk, I shan’t 
comment. One thing is beyond 
doubt - if it were not deemed so by 
the censors, then it would not have 
been given a licence. Oh, how that 
restores my faith in them! 

As far as everyone was 
concerned, including people from 
Commodore, The Lovers’ Guide is 
not a threat to humanity and is 
going to be big business. There are 


However, despite a recent 
survey showing that the majority of 
people would like to see material 
even more explicit than in The 
Lovers’ Guide, we are still, 
apparently at the whim of a moral 
(?) minority posing as guardians 
instated by the moral majority. 
Unfortunately, since it has taken 
two centuries even for the Marquis 
de Sade’s and around fifty years for 
DH Lawrence’s books to become 
available, we may have to wait 
equally as long for those in power 
to start minding their own business 
as to what is viewed in the privacy 
of homes on the privacy of 
monitors. 

In the meantime why not write 
to a few MPs and ask them what 
they think of PD and ask if them if 
the have any idea of the subversive 
material (IRA? Colonel Gaddafi?) 
that is in the Public Domain and on 
the bulletin boards. And ask them 
about a Freedom of Information Act 
so we can find out what is being 
done and said in our name. You 
should get some interesting replies. 
But probably not in language you 
would want your wife or servants to 
read, a 
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emember the olden days, 

I • J when visiting the newsagents 
i il was relatively 
straightforward? Three or four lightly 
stocked shelves (Let me see, I think 
I’ll have an FT, the Economist, a 
copy of Business Weekly and I’ll, er, 
just reach up and get a couple of 
these... That’ll be the lot thanks, my 
good man. Sorry son, you’ve got to 
be over 18 to buy some of this stuff). 
Half an hour in Smith’s on a 
Saturday and you could read most 
of the interesting articles - these 
days in Smith’s it can take five 
minutes just to find the right aisle, as 
they stock anything up to 2000 
publications in a good sized branch. 
In newsagents, bookshops, libraries 
and offices, physical floorspace is 
being stretched by the sheer volume 
of published information, while at the 
same time on digital media like CD- 
ROMs virtual space is going 
begging. 



WestpouU 

CD-ROM 

Library 


That’s 2000 gigabytes 


Michael Rumbelow discovers the expanding 


for anyone like me who 


world of an old technology fiat is suddenly 


hadn’t heard of a 
terabyte before. 


One CD-ROM that costs £1 to press 
has the capacity to hold up to 
250,000 pages of words, or 12000 
scanned images. As more people 
buy computers with CD-ROM drives 
like the Amiga CD 32, electronic 
publishing, the distribution of 
information in a digital form, looks 
set to ecxpand like a supernova. For 
the time being, though, it is still just 
a small but promising sideline of the 


publishing industry - only an 
estimated 10% of published 
information is electronic, and only 
0.5% is on CD-ROM - currently 
being hailed as the main contender 
for electronic publishing crown. The 
Online Electronic Publishing 
Exhibition recently held at Olympia 
gave a taste of what CD-ROM 
publishing will be offering. A 
refreshingly international collection 
of exhibitors was there (including 
companies from Russia, Japan and 
Czechoslovakia), promoting the 
information available on their CD- 


ROMs (‘competitive information’ as 
some call it), CD-ROM production 
services, CD-ROM drives, 
recorders, jukeboxes and authoring 
software. Before moving up to the 
seminar room to try to dicover the 
secret of making your own CD-ROM, 
I took stock of the latest 
developments on show. 

valuable 

For those who 
imagine the 
world of CD- 
ROM to be a 
virtual circus of 
dazzling colours 
and surround 
sound, the show 
was a bit 
disappointing. 
They haven’t 
discoovered the 
magic of games 
and suchlike 
which are 
appearing on 
machine like 
Commodore’s 
latest baby yet 
for it seems for 
by far the 
majority of the CD-ROMs on offer 
consist of lists of businesses, patents 
and scientific journals, or archives of 
printed publications from around the 
world. Valuable no doubt fbut for most 
us rather dull. Doubtless though a 
sign of things to come. There were 
several CD-ROM encyclopaedias in 
different languages incorporating 
sound, graphics and animation, but 
full multimedia CD-ROM barely 
seems to have got off the ground. In 
six months time it will probably be a 
different story, especially if the CD 32 
makes its anticipated impact. Several 


the latest thing, 

CD-ROM jukeboxes (drives which 
hold many CDs at once) are now 
available for people who love big 
memory - for under £7000 Attica sell a 
7-CD jukebox and Westpoint sell a 
100-CD jukebox - (that’s 60 gigabytes 
worth and which was mentioned in the 
NewsFile recently), 28 units of which 
can be linked together to give 5- 
second access to almost 2 terabytes 
of data (that’s 2000 gigabytes for 
anyone like me who hadn’t heard of a 
terabyte before). And I thought my 
second floppy disk drive was a big 
improvement. 

CD-Recording is also becoming 
more affordable, with the wonderful 
Clarinet Systems Ltd offering a Kodak 
PCD 200 writer with their ‘Clearview’ 
pre-mastering and mastering software 
for £5800 - and it supports the Amiga! 

own cd 

Meanwhile upstairs at Olympia the 
exclusive and multilingual seminar 
programme was going on, and Liz 
Fletcher from Dataware was 
explaining to the uninitiated how to 
produce your own CD-ROM - an 
option that is becoming more common 
as the price of the recording 
technology drops. To produce a CD- 
ROM commercially using a specialist 
company takes about a week, and 
costs about £1000 initially, with further 
pressing costs of about £1 per disk. 

To do it yourself takes only a few 
hours, the technology initially costs 
about £6000, and each gold 700Mb 
‘write-once’ disk costs about £12. 
Obviously, for mass-production it 
makes sense to go to a specialist, but 
to make those prized, one-off, 
gleaming gold disks for your family 
and friends might just be worth the 
investment especially if you’ve 
enough of your generous Granny 


money over rom the recent festive 
season. The basic requirements are - 
one CD-recordable drive, recording 
software, a suitable computer (e.g. an 
Amiga), and some blank write-once 
CDs. The recording software firstly 
converts the data you want to record 
into ISO9660, which is the standard 
data format for CD-ROMs. It then 
creates a virtual image of the 
application which can be tested 
before it finally writes the image to the 
CD-ROM in the recordable drive. 

The physical format used 
actually to inscribe the CD-ROM 
itself is known as the ‘Yellow book’ 
format, agreed between Philips and 
Sony, which means that most CD- 
ROM drives are essentially 
compatible with all platforms, (the 
Red book is the standard for audio- 
CDs, and the Green book is the 
standard for CD-I). It’s worth 
remembering though that while the 
drives may be compatible with 
different platforms, the software on 
the CD-ROMs they contain may not 
be, especially where the 
manipulation of sound and video is 
involved. For this the recent 
agreement on a ‘White Book’ 
standard for producing video-with- 
sound CDs was mooted as a 
breakthrough. And which means, at 
least in theory, that if Philips abide 
by their own standard then the FMV 
movies that come out for CD-I will 
also be playable on Amiga CD. The 
10 year old technology of CD-ROM 
seems to have suddenly taken pole 
position in the race for more 
memory across platforms (including 
Commodore’s CD-32). With only a 
paltry 3000 CD-ROMs commercially 
available in the world last year, and 
only a fraction of those using 
multimedia, this certainly seems to 
be just the start. 3 


CD-ROM & MULTIMEDIA CD TITLES 

(commerdalty available woridwKlo) 

TITLES 



1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

YEAR 


TFPL Publishing 1993 

CDRom growing faster and faster 
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test drive 


Andrew Gould test drives a unique tool 
for creating vour own CP programs. 



Page controls- 



Pic. 1: The Main Panel is clearly laid out with access to all of Interplay’s functions with 
only a few mouse clicks. VCR-style buttons let you to move through the pages in your 
project and a series of icons give access to Interplay’s authoring modules. The content 
of inset panel on the lower right and the buttons underneath the VCR controls change 
according to the module. 


he features that make the 
CD32 the best games 
games platform you can 
buy - superb graphics and 
animation capability, 32 bit 
processor, CD quality audio, almost 
700 megabytes of data storage, 
and very soon better-than-VHS- 
quality video - also make it an 
excellent low cost delivery platform 
for interactive multimedia 
applications. 

This is something of which 
Optonica, a multimedia 
productions and software 
development company in 
Leicestershire, of which are well 
aware. So they have created 
Interplay, a CDTV/CD32 authoring 
system designed specifically for 
non-programmers who want to 
bring out titles for the consumer 
market. 

Designed originally as their 
own in-house tool for compiling 
CDTV titles including “Pandora’s 
CD”, “Insight Technology” and 
their forthcoming “Insight 
Dinosaurs”, Interplay has now 
been updated for the CD32 and 
released as an authoring onto the 
general market, so now anyone 
should be able to get into the CD 
creation business. 

The version we have been 
using is a pre-release Beta 
undergoing its final tests. However 
by the time you read this Optonica 
have assured me that the full 
version will be ready, and, having 
used it over the last couple of 
months for projects which are now 
fully operative CD32 titles I can 
assure you that it really does work. 

systems 

At £995 Interplay costs 
considerably more than other 
authoring systems (with the notable 
exceptions of InfoChannel), so what 
makes it so special? 

Its appeal lies in the simple 
interface, powerful utilities, and, 
most importantly, the unique 
features it incorporates to bypass 
the inherent restrictions imposed by 
the CD32/CDTV environment. 

While there are many other 


authoring systems available, none 
is designed for CD32/CDTV and 
this certainly shows when you try to 
use them for it. 

environment 

The Interplay interface is a neatly 
designed panel that occupies the 
bottom third of the screen. It may 
be lowered, raised or temporarily 
moved out of the way, and has a 
special button that removes and 
places it in a mode that emulates 
your project in action. 

An Interplay project consists of 
pages, on which buttons, text, 
images and animations are placed 
and to which you can assign a 
combination of various multimedia 
actions known as “Media Clips.” To 
make navigation a doddle the 
controller buttons are supported 
automatically and are emulated 
during authoring with their keyboard 
equivalents. The cursor keys are 
used to highlight a button or item in 
a scrollable lists selector, the “A” 
key for selection, and the “B” button 


to retrace the user’s steps through 
the application, return to a specified 
location such as a main menu or 
index, or to cancel an action. The 
green button may be configured as 
a help key. 

effects 

You can create as many pages as 
you wish, and assign any one of 
sixteen transitions to each one 
individually. These are used when 
you move from page to page. A title 
bar containing the name you give 
the page is created by default, 
together with some buttons to move 
to the first, last or adjacent pages. 


the palette is 
automatically remapped. 


The colour and size of a page 
can be changed and border 
removed, and any IFF image 
loaded and converted automatically 


as a backdrop. Backdrops are 
restricted to low resolution non¬ 
interlaced Extra HalfBrite Mode (64 
colours), which rather disappointed 
me at first. However, there are two 
important reasons for this. First, it 
means that applications will run on 
both CDTV and CD32 (see Box), 
and, since a backdrop in this format 
only occupies about 45K of RAM, it 
maximises the RAM available for 
AGA images, animations or sound 
files that are not to be spooled from 
disc. With some careful design, 
good looking pages can be 
produced, as is shown by 
Optonica’s own titles. 

buttons 

You add Buttons and text to the 
page using the boxes panel (Pic. 3). 
There are eight box styles available 
and five types. The boxes can be 
any size up to full screen and can 
contain an image, text file, or the 
first frame from an animation. As 
images are loaded the palette is 
automatically remapped to provide 
the optimum for all the images on 
the page. 

There are a couple of special 
box types, Invisible and List. 
Invisible boxes are useful when you 
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have designed a custom backdrop 
with buttons in DPaint. This image 
is loaded in as a full screen invisible 
box, and then further invisible 
boxes added around the buttons. 
Invisible buttons are the only ones 
that can be overlaid on each other. 

The List box type allows users 
to browse through and select an 
entry from a list of items, and is 
really very powerful indeed. A list 
can only be added to a blank page 
and occupies the full screen. 


Trying to run a Scala 
script on a CD32 is 
rather like trying to fit a 
7 foot man into a Mini. 


Entries in a list can be created 
in several ways. You can add them 
individually, from the contents of 
directory, from a series of pages 
from your project, or from an index 
created with Interplay’s Indexer. 
Those created from directories or 
pages are automatically authored to 
go to the page or show/play the file 
in the directory create a glossary. 
The lndexer(see Box) is a powerful 
utility that automatically builds a 
cross-referenced index of all the 
words in the text files contained 
within the pages of your application; 
very handy! 

media clips 

These are central to an application, 
and dictate what happens when a 
page is entered, a button selected 
or the help key pressed. It is even 


CDTV/CD32 

PAL/NTSC 

If you want to author a 
title that will work on both 
CDTV or CD32, PAL or 
NTSC, Interplay can do it. 
Interplay will determine 
the system environment, 
then select automatically 
the appropriate files 
which you will have 
placed in the specific 
PAL, NTSC, ECS or AGA 
drawers. 


Pic 3. Authoring a Media Clip. This one 
comprises three events - playing a CD 
digital audio track, while displaying an 
AGA picture with a sound effect then 
transfer to the index page. The 
picture, image, and page goto are 
preloaded and launched when the 
CDDA starts. Options for the 
highlighted event are displayed in the 
inset panel with information in the box 
to the left - here it is CDDA event. The 
panel and box contents change 
according to the event type. 



Here is a text box. Note how Interplay 
automatically creates navigation 
gadgets at the bottom of the box so the user can 
browse through the text. 


Pic. 2. An example of image and text 
boxes. One of the box styles has a moving 
highlight but this is rather difficult to show 
on the printed page!. The default title bar 
and control buttons are at the top of the 
screen. 

possible to launch a Media Clip 
when the “customer” has not 
interacted with your application 
after a set time. This is known as 
the “Attractor” mode, mainly 
because it very useful for kiosk- 
style Point of Sale/Point of 
Information systems. 

A Media Clip comprised one or 
more events. An event may be the 


r -> 

CD Authoring 

Compiling applications for these platforms is a very different affair 
from authoring for conventional hard disk-based Amiga systems. 

The main problems relate to the fixed memory limit of 2Mb chip 
RAM (1 Mb for CD32), and the rather leisurely pace at which data 
can be retrieved from the CD. Even with its double speed drive 
mechanism, the CD32 can only achieve a maximum data transfer 
rate of about 300K per second, considerably slower than the 1-3Mb 
per second for an average hard drive. Furthermore, the user 
normally interacts with the system using a controller, not a mouse, 
so this must also be taken into account. 

s__/ 
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test drive 


Interplay 

CONTINUED 


display of an IFF image or 
animation (any AGA mode 
including overscan), 8 bit sound 
sample (mono or stereo), CD 
digital audio track, digital video file 
(CDXL or VAXI, Optonica’s own 
version of CDXL), external 
program or script, or a move to 
another page. 


It is even possible to 
launch a Media Clip 
when the “customer” 
has not interacted with 
your application 
after a set time. 


There is considerable flexibility 
when constructing a Media Clip. 
Sound samples can be 
synchronised with an IFF image or 
any frame of an animation, the 
playback rate of an animation can 
be varied at any point within the 
animation, a sample or animation 
may be spooled from disc if too 
large to load into memory. 8 bit 
sound can be spooled seamlessly 
from disc whilst simultaneously 
loading and displaying any 
number of static images - very 
handy for slide shows, and using 
the CDDA TOC reader specific 
portions of CDDA tracks can be 
played. 

It’s also possible to preload a 
series of files. This is important 
because the CD laser can’t be in 
two places at once, so if you 
wanted to show some pictures 
with sound effects whilst playing 
some 16 bit CD audio, you would 
specify the CD track and preload 
the images and sound samples. 
The number of images and 
samples you can use will depend 
on their file sizes since the CD32 
has only 2 Mb of RAM, but 
nevertheless this is a very useful 
feature. 

simulation 

The runtime player, the program 
you include on your final CD to 


launch your project, can be run 
from your hard drive to simulate 
how your disc will work in practice. 
When simulating the CD, it’s best 
to run NoFastMem, a Workbench 
program that allocates all your 
Fast Ram so your Amiga can only 
use Chip RAM, giving a better 
impression of how your title will 
work in practice. 

It is also possible for 
Interplay to check on the RAM 
used by your files to make sure 
they do not exceed a specified 
limit. Optonica suggest a 1.4 
Mb limit for CD32 and 700K for 
CDTV to make sure there’s 
enough RAM left for the player 
program and system overheads. 
This is very useful 
indeed.Comparison I have now 
used Interplay for several 
applications, and I’m happy to 
say that it admirably fulfills the 
purpose for which it is intended 
- to provide a simple to use but 
flexible tool for non¬ 
programmers to built CDTV/ 
CD32 applications. 

Other authoring tools don’t 
stand comparison. None currently 
have direct support for the 
controller, are able to spool 
animations or audio to the 
standard of Interplay, support the 
double speed CD drive, have the 
extensive indexing and cross- 
referencing facilities, or are as 
easy to use. 

transition 

Users of programs like Scala will 
probably wish there were transitions 
for page objects, but this just isn’t 
currently feasible in the CD32 
environment. Furthermore trying to 
run a Scala script on a CD32 is 
rather like trying to fit a 7 foot man 
into a Mini - a far from satisfactory 
combination. 

The only feature I haven’t been 
able to test is the automatic PAL/ 
NTSC/ECS/AG A detection, but the 
rest work so I shall have to 
assume that this does. There are 
a few bugs, but nothing 
particularly major, and I have been 
assured by Optonica that by the 
time you read this they will have 
been fixed. 
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Pic 4. List boxes. This is a very powerful feature. A Media Clip can be assigned 
automatically, and then edited. Interplay has created a list by scanning the contents 
of a picture directory and automatically assigned the picture to the filename as a 
Media Clip. If the directory contains mixed media, such as sound, image and 
animation files, the appropriate Media Clips are authored automatically. There is a 
glossary list function and automatic cross referencing of text files. 


Indexing 


The Indexer Utility is a very 
powerful tool that will be used 
time and time again. Once you 
have authored your pages, this 
cross-references all the text 
files used on each page and 
builds an index of the words 
and the number of times they 
occur (you can of course set up 
a filter to remove words such as 


“the” and so forth). The index is 
then loaded in as a list box, and 
whilst the application is running 
produces a list of all the words 
in the project, together with the 
number of times they occur. 
When you select a word, the 
different pages they are on are 
displayed, and you may then 
select the appropriate one. 


conclusion 

If you do not have extensive 
programming skills and want to 
be able to compile CD titles 
with the minimum of fuss and 
bother Interplay is just the 
ticket. 

At £995 it is considerably 
more expensive than the likes 


of AmigaVision, CanDo, Helm 
or Scala MM, but where CD 
authoring is concerned it leaves 
them behind at the starting 
blocks. If you want to see if it is 
suitable for your needs make an 
appointment to visit Optonica. 
They’ll be happy to show you all 
its marvels and I don’t think 
you’ll be disappointed. 



INFO 


Price. £995.00 
Contact: Optonica Ltd 
1 The Terrace, 

High Street, 

Lutterworth, 

Leicestershire LEI 7 4BA 

Tel: 04555 558282 

___ ' 
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THE ULTIMATE CDTV-CD32 AUTHORING SYSTEM FOR THE AMIGA 



ITEM NAME| 
INDEX HEADING] 


ROD FILE ENTRIESI IMPORT INDEXl £J@IH 


APPPAGE ENTRIES! RUN,INDEXER| 1) 


FEATURES INCLUDE 

’Point & Click’, no programming knowledge required - Supports all Amiga graphics modes in PAL, NTSC, ECS & AGA, 
Amiga animations (ram loaded or disc spooled) - CCDA audio - 8SVX IFF sound samples (ram loaded or disc spooled) - 
SMUS and Soundtracker music files - ASCII text files - VAXL motion video - External program launches - Auto 
PAL/NTSC & ECS/AGA file seek and display for international titles - Text cross reference system - Multi team project 
imports - Use built in box/button styles or design your own -Sophisticated user selected list authoring - Built in page to 
page transitions - On line help system - Dynamic colour page remapping - Spool images AND 8 bit audio from CD 
simultaneously -Works with CDTV and CD32 controllers - Fully multitasking - runs under OS1.3, 2.0 & 3.0 - Supplied 

with runtime player, no hidden costs. 


MONO! RAM FLftYi ONE SHOT I 


ISmSI PAUSE m 
random 1 4-1 oeioe.eel -»i et 


ftPDl DELETE! FLftYi COPY ftLLl INSERT! LOOPl 


tear lights, although vvitiT 


The most powerful lights 
on a car are normally the 
headlights. All cars have 
a pair ol headlights, whicl 
nowadays have halogen 


mm I 


INSIGHTTECHNOLOGY, lavishly produced by Optonica and published by 
Commodore gives a fascinating look at modern day technology with 
pictures, animations, photos, video, narration, text, music and sound 
effects, over 260 topics in all,every one with a wealth of multimedia 
material, bringing each subject to life as never before Subject range from 
the ball point pen to the space shuttle. 


INSIGHT:DINOSAURS is the second title in the INSIGHT series, a lavishly 
produced title rich in multimedia. You can be assured INSIGHT:Dinosaurs 
will be visually stunning and technically correct as the title is being 
produced in association with the British Natural History Museum, one of 
the worlds foremost centres of excellence in the field of paleontology. 
Also includes quizes, puzzles and dinosaur paintbox. 


MULTIMEDIA 


PANDORA S CD shows you just what can be achieved with multimedia and 
your Commodore CD system, an all original promotional disc containing 
something for everyone, Five Senses production, the Nuclear industry, 
number counting game, Milton Keynes guidebook, jukebox, clipart library, 
photo library, textures library, sound effects library and a sampler of 
INSIGHT.Technology. Sample the wonderful world of Optonica multimedia. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION OR PLACE AN ORDER PLEASE CALL OR FAX 
JENNY BURGE ON TEL:0455-558282 FAX:0455 559386 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER, SORRY NO CREDIT CARDS 
INTERPLAY DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT AT OPTONICA 

1 THE TERRACE, HIGH STREET, LUTTERWORTH, LEICS, UK, LEI 7 4BA. 


INTERPLAY AVAILABLE OCTOBER 93 AT £995.00 
PANDORAS CD AVAILABLE NOW AT £4.99 
INSIGHT TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE OCT 93 AT £CALL 
INSIGHT:DINOSAURS AVAILABLE NOV 93 AT £39.95 


JOIN THE AGE OF MULTIMEDIA - From the authors of the best in Commodore CD multimedia productions comes 
Interplay, a system which puts sophisticated multimedia production in the hands of the creators and producers, not 
programmers. Interplay has been designed with ease of use in mind, reducing the time and cost of title production to 
the minimum. Quick prototyping and WYSIWYG point and click operation make Interplay the ideal tool for commercial 
producers of CDTV and CD32 titles, of any size. Interplay has been in use, at Optonica, for nearly two years, 
undergoing refinement over this period and now incorporating CD32 (AGA) support it is ready for release. The 
commercial possibilities for Interplay are demonstrated by the fact that it was used to produce PANDORA’S CD, 
INSIGHT TECHNOLOGY and INSIGHT:DINOSAURS, titles ackowledged as being among the best available for CDTV and 
CD32. Interplay is totally optimised for CD production, save £1000’s on production costs on a single project. 


PROFESSIONAL 
CD32 and CDTV TITLE 
DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM 


PROFESSIONAL 
CD32 and CDTV TITLE 
DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM 
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Down comes the price and up 
go the specs of the 
heavyweight of the 
multimedia world- Gary Fenton 
test drives a very cool 
program- 


0 


ver the years Scala has 
evolved, originally from an 
up-market teletext system 
to a home titling package, 
and, in 1992, mutated into a 
professional multimedia package. 
The new 1994 model, which I’ve 
been test driving, offers some very 
persuading audio-visual treats for 
this growing, power hungry market. 

Scala has made many friends 
all over the globe in all kinds of 
markets. If you’re one of the few 
people who don’t quite know what 
Scala is then read the “What Is 
Scala?” box. I’ll assume you know a 
bit about Scala, so buckle up and 
get ready for a run down of the new 
MM300 features. 


wipe out! 

Now with well over different 100 
Scala wipes to choose from, you’ll 
find yourself spending hours 
deciding which ones to use! Luckily, 
Scala have included 2 random 
wipes which make your mind up for 
you! 

There are just over a dozen 
brand new wipes, some will knock 
you out with excitement (well, 
almost) while some are just 
average. My favourite is 
“Wallpaper” which, as the name 
suggests, peels the current page off 
the screen (like wallpaper) to reveal 
the screen underneath. There’s 
also “Rollodex” which flips over the 


current screen from the center, a bit 
like a calender, and “Flipover” 
which is similar except it flips the 
whole screen. 

Another new one, “Chest”, 
opens the screen from the centre, 
like a cupboard with two doors, and 
the reverse wipe closes the doors 
with a new screen. These apparent 
3D wipes are very imaginative but 
it’s easy to overuse them! 

“Dissolve” is a new one for 
Scala which I’ve seen previously on 
PCs (pah!). It’s an alternative to 
“Superimpose” which brings in/out 
your screen pixel by pixel. It’s most 
effective for bringing in/out graphics 
which are genlocked over live 
video. 

“Nuclear” suddenly changes the 
screen go white and then fades to 
the next screen. “Ccccut” cuts to 
the next screen and then back to 
the previous one, and repeats 
about 10 times, picking up speed to 
a mad flickering pace before 
calming down, finally resting on the 
new screen. Not funny for 
epileptics. 

Nearly all of the wipes now work 
as line wipes too, so you can apply 
“Wallpaper” or “Cube” wipes to any 
individual text or graphic on the 
screen. The Wipe interface is also 
more intuitive, so a simple double¬ 
click on a wipe effect will give you 
an instant preview. 

One new line wipe is “ByCrawl” 
which, like “Crawl” on MM200, 
scrolls text horizontally along the 





What Is Scala? 


Scala is a Norwegian company 
which has grown considerably in 
the last couple of years. There are 
dozens of Scala outposts 
throughout the world including a 
very successful UK division in 
Hertfordshire. Scala’s premier 
product, InfoChannel (1C), is used 
in hundreds of public places such 
as banks, shopping centers, 
stations, cable TV, and airports 
around the world. 1C displays 
information, like teletext, but uses 
high resolution fonts, pictures, 
animation, and fancy wipe effects. 

The Scala MM packages are 
the same as 1C but are stripped of 
the communications and 
scheduling features. As a result, 
the Scala MM series is a lot 
cheaper than 1C which brings it 
within the reach of the average 
consumer. The MM series (200 
and 300) offer various uses such 
as video titling, multimedia 
authoring, and AV presentations. 


Normally such power would be 
difficult to control, but Scala have 
devised a very attractive “human 
touch” interface. Described as 
“child-like”, the interface uses very 
clearly marked buttons with 
absolutely no technology blinding 
controls in sight! 

Creating titles and 
presentations in Scala is a 
pushover. It’s a simple matter of 
going “click, click, click” with the 
mouse, and anything you’ve done 
which you don’t like can be 
changed just as easily as you first 
created it. 

No programming whatsoever 
is involved. Everything you do is 
recorded automatically as a script. 
These scripts can be saved to 
disk and, for the expert, edited by 
hand in any text editor. However, 
this is completely unnecessary for 
99% of Scala users, but the 
option’s there for fine tuning your 
scripts. 
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screen except it doesn’t take the 
background with it. Scrolly 
messages move effortlessly across 
and over a background without 
decimating it at long last! 

Seasoned Scala users will jump 
for joy when they find out that 
there’s a Wipe Out button on the 
page editor’s interface. This means 
text and graphics can wipe/move off 
the screen after they’ve come on, or 
at any point while the current 
screen is being displayed. Even 
with a small amount of imagination 
you can create some very flashy 
sequences with text flying in and 
out! 


24 bit brushes! 

MM300 will happily take in 24 bit 
brushes, or screens, without too 
much fuss. This is great news if you 
create your graphics in a 24 bit 
paint package as Scala will also 
handle palette remapping and 
dithering. 

To give you an idea of what can 
be done, imagine loading a 24 bit 
image and then adding in a couple 
of 24 bit brushes. Because Scala 
can only display 256 colours on an 
AGA screen and not 16 million (due 
to hardware limitations) the 


resulting collage can look a little 
disappointing. 

The “24 bit” screen can be 
rectified by going into the resolution 
menu which gives you plenty of 
options for ADPro type processing. 
You can change the screen size, 
type, number of colours, and 
optionally select Floyd-Steinburg 
dithering and palette optimisation. 
Click on “OK” and after a bit of 
processing - hey presto! 90% of the 
time the resulting image is 
incredibly good looking, considering 
it’s only using 256 colours. Brushes 
can also be remapped with 
dithering which looks very tasty in 
high res lace. 

An Optimise button in the 
palette menu will generate a brand 
new palette based on the colours of 
the images and text on your current 
screen. Because of this dead handy 
feature you no longer have to worry 
about keeping to the same palette. 

Brush handling is also 
exceptionally good with features such 
as resizing and cropping. Hotkeys 
can be used for quickly for halving 
and doubling brush sizes too. 

fontastic 

Text is easier than ever to edit 
thanks to the intuitive “Move” 
feature. Picking up text or images is 
done by clicking on the image and 
dragging it around the screen to a 
new position. 

MM300 has four levels of anti¬ 
aliasing, the fourth being the best 
but still not (arguably) quite up to 
Broadcast Titler 2’s high standard. 
Some fonts tend to anti-alias better 
than others so it’s a case of trying 
them all out to see which looks the 
best. 

Underline colour is individually 
controllable, so you can easily have 
green text underlined in pink, 
although I don’t know why anyone 
would want to choose those 
colours! 


System 

Requirements 

MM300 needs 3 Mb of RAM to 
run and at least 5 Mb to get the 
most out of it. Of this, 1 Mb 
should be chip RAM, or 2Mb if 
you want to use some of the 3D 
wipes. You must have 
Workbench 2 or 3, so hard luck 
1.3 owners! A hard disk is 
^another must. _ ^ 

sounds good 

Sound handling was terrific on 
MM200 and now includes the 
advantages of spooling long 
samples off the hard disk with 
minimal use of memory. 

You can do things such as play 
a SoundTracker music module at 
half volume and then fade in a 10 
Mb sampled voice over, which is 
spooled from the hard disk when 
the sound buffer nears empty. 

Sound samples can 
automatically be played when you 
“mark” an interactive button and 
another sample can be played 
when you actually select a button 
during your script. It’s a global 
function so you don’t have to set it 
all up for every button you create. 

drawing 

Three drawing tools have appeared 
in MM300; box, ellipse, and line. 
These are most needed for creating 
graphs and diagrams from within 
Scala and save the hassle of going 
into your paint program every time 
you need a different shape. 

Boxes can be “bevelled” which 
makes them look like a 3D button. 

continued 

-► 



This is a 256 colour screen 
consisting of several brushes. 
Well, they’re not really 
brushes, but are actually 
whole pictures loaded as 
brushes! 


Scala has removed the black 
background behind the MTV 
logo using the Transparent 
option. I added the shadow 
and 3D look from 
within Scala. 


Each brush can 
have its own wipe 
in and out effect. 


Caption 
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Scala MM300 

continued 


Scala automatically chooses the 
best colours for bevelling but the 
user has full control over the 
colours of the four sides of the box. 


turns Scala into an automated 
vision mixer! 

pictures 


Not All Roses 

Scala may be king of the multimedia world but it does have its faults, or 
“lack of what I want” to be more precise! 

It still doesn’t support animbrushes which would add even more 
room for creativity. I’d like to see animations which run even when you 
have interactive buttons on the screen. At the moment the buttons stop 
the animation from running. 

Moving more than a handful of pages from one end of the script to 
the other is a total pain as pages can only be moved individually, not 
grouped. 

Text... you can’t have different colour text or fonts on the same line 
without joining two lines together. And some page wipes look a mess 
when the palettes of the two screens mix. I’d like to see the old screen 
fade to black to avoid this problem. Finally, there’s still no teletype wipe - 
^the most basic of all text wipe effects! Otherwise, everything else is cool!^ 




You can load in files 


from an animation 


sequence... convert 


them, and save it all 


out as a complete 


animation file or as 


separate frames. 


video 


conclusion 


Video enthusiasts will be pleased to 
learn of two features 
which are particularly 
helpful in video 
production. A new 
“Background” mode 
creates a solid 
background behind any 
specified text. The 
background’s colour is 
controlled individually 
from the text colour, so 
you could have red text 
on a blue background. 

Going into the layout 
menu you can choose a “raster” for 
the background. These are patterns 
which affect the transparency and 
clarity of the background. Setting 1 
is good to obtain a 50/50 
transparency and best comes into 
play when you’ve got live video 
genlocked behind the text. 
“Background” is a must for subtitling 
and most other captioning work. 

G-LOCK! G-LOCK! That is an 
attempt to get G-Lock users 
attention because I’ve got some 
good news for them. A special EX 
module is included in MM300 which 
gives total control over GVP’s 
genlock from within Scala. 


The four video modes (External, 
Amiga, Overlay, and Inverse) can 
be faded in and out using either one 
of the composite or YC inputs. 
Likewise, either one, or both, of the 
audio channels can be faded in and 
out too. Using these facilities from 
within your Scala script literally 


Scala uses a list of page names in 
the main menu to show the running 
order of the pages. MM200 


and save it all out as a complete 
animation file or as separate frames. 

AnimLab supports IFF ILBM 
files and all screen modes except 
(strangely) 24 bit files and Anim7. 
However, it does have some clever 
tricks up its sleeve to produce faster 
playback of animations. ‘Turbo¬ 
nutter” formats include AnimB Word 
and Long, Anim16 and Anim32 with 
an optional feature which strips 
every odd line from interlaced 
animations resulting in even greater 
playback speeds. 

The other utilities are FixScript 
(sorts out problems with file names 
and directories after you’ve moved 
your script onto a different 
computer), and 
ScalaPrint (prints out a 
list of what’s happening in 
your script or a visual 
storyboard using your 
current printer setup). 


MM300 is a superb 
package which satisfies 
many different needs. It’s 
hard to say what it can 


The 

^ None 

Four 

Level One 

Levels 

Of 

^ Level Two 

Anti- 

Level Three 

Aliasing 

Level Four 


introduced the “Shuffler” 
which represents the 
pages as visual 
thumbnails as an 
alternative to text. 

MM300 does the 
same but extends the 
idea to the file requester. 

Each image in the current 
directory is examined and 
a thumbnail is created, 
and optionally attached to 
its “.info” file for future 
use. What you get is a 
visual list of your images, 
a picture picker, displayed in 
shades of grey, in any one of 6 
selectable sizes. 

utilities 

There’s nothing much that’s new on 
the utilities front apart from the 
reworked AnimLab program. From 
here, you can load in files from an 
animation sequence, or indeed a 
complete animation file, convert them, 


actually do for you since you’re the 
only person who knows what you 
want. But I hope you’ve picked up 
some ideas on what uses you can 
put Scala to from reading this 
review. 

Take it as a presentation tool, a 
sexy electronic notice board, a bells 
and whistles titling package, or an 
interactive multimedia authoring 
package, it’s humungously good. 
Nay, a masterpiece. 

Recently Scala have made an 
interesting change in their pricing 


policy. MM200 has nose dived from 
a hefty £400 to a more elegant 
£149 which brings it within reach to 
a lot of previously disappointed 
people. 

Current MM200 owners can 
upgrade to MM300 for around 
£200. It’s a lot of money for an 
upgrade but I reckon the new 
additional features warrant the price 
considering the further year 
MM300’s had in development. If 
you don’t think it’s worth the extra 
investment then you’re probably not 
going to benefit from the extra 
features that MM300 provides, 
anyway. 

For the professional who is 
always in search of new ways to 
harness the power of the Amiga, 
then I can say (with hand on heart) 
that MM300 is the best collective 
multimedia package on the Amiga, 
and probably on any other platform 
too. 

The magic that so many users 
found in MM200 has been passed 
on to MM300, which will continue as 
the standard by which all other 
multimedia packages are judged, a 



Ratings: Out of 10 
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100 Cap. 

140 Cap. 

200 Cap. 

1 



Drawer 

4.49ea 

6.49ea 

11.95ea 

2 

4.39ea 

6.39ea 

11.75ea 

4 

4.19ea 

6.19ea 

11.50ea 




1 00 Cap box + 50 3.5" DS/DD 22.49 
100 Cap box + 100 3.5" DS/DD 36.49 
140 Cap box + 100 3.5* DS/DD 37.99 
200 Cap drawer + 100 3.5 " DS/DD 42.99 



HOTLINE 

0703 # 

457111 



Full Mark Brand 

2 off 4 off 

PRICE EACH 

Citizen 120D/124D Swift 24 

2.75 2.55 

Citizen Swift 24 Colour 

11.95* 

Panasonic KXP 1080/1123/1124 

3.25 3.05 

Panasonic KXP 2123 

5.95 4.75 

Panasonic KXP 2123 Colour 


Star LC10/LC20 

2.60 2.40 

Star LC10-4 Colour 

5.90 5.75 

Star LC24-10/24-20 

2.95 2.75 

Star LC24-10 Colour 

9.95* 

Star LC200 

3.00 2.80 

Star LC200 Colour 

9.95* 

Star LC24-200 Colour 

9.95* 

HP DeskJet 500 Double Refill 

9.95 

Canon BJ10E Double Refill 

9.95 

Minimum order - 2 ribbons, except those 

^ marked with an asterisk* 



Quickshot Apache Joystick 

6.95 

Quickshot Python IM Joystick 

8.95 

Quickshot Maverick IM Joystick 

12.95 

Mouse Mat 

2.99 

Mouse Holder 

2.99 

Roll 1000 3.5 Dosk Labels 

8.99 

Amiga A500/A600/A1200 Cover 

3.50 

Philips monitor cover 

3.99 

Star/Citizen/Panasonic 


JJ0 col. Printer cover 

3.99j 


rtll products are subject to availability - All Prices include VAT. 
Please add £3.50 p p for disks and boxes or £5.99 if goods 
required overnight. E&OE 


SNAP COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD Fax: 0703 457222 

Unit 16, The Sidings, Hound Rd, Netley Abbey, Southampton S03 5QA 




★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 

★ NO STANDARD CHARGES ★ 

★ MOST REPAIRS 48 HOUR TURNAROUND ★ 
★ 3 MONTH WARRANTY ★ 

★ COLLECTION/DELIVERY ARRANGED ★ 
★ FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE ★ 


MONITOR REPAIRS 


WE NOW REPAIR ALL 
AMIGA COMPATIBJ 
MONITORS I 

INCLUDING COMMODOF 
1084 & THE ENTIRE 
PHILIPS RANGE. 


FREE SPARES CATALOGUE 

We have produced a complete spares listing 
A500, which includes all parts from Shift 
Keys to complete Motherboards!! 

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 


A500 POWER SUPPLY 

£19.95 

A500 ROM SWITCHER 

£14.95 

A520 MODULATOR 

£19.95 

A600 ROM SWITCHER 

£14.95 

1.3 KICK START ROM 

£14.95 

HIGH RES DENISE 

£22.50 

2.04 KICKSTART ROM 

£24.00 

8520 CIA 

£9.95 

'/: MB A500 UPGRADE 

£14.95 

5719 GARY 

£13.00 

FATTER AGNUS 8372 

£32.00 

PAULA 

£12.95 

SUPER AGNUS 8375 

£24.00 

68000 PROCESSOR 

£5.00 


ALL OTHER CHIPS AVAILABLE 

A500 KEYBOARDS £45.00 


HAWKWELL ELECTRONIC SERVICES 

MOUNT BOVERS LANE, HAWKWELL, HOCKLEY, ESSEX SS5 4JB. 

ORDERS & ENQUIRIES SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 0702 207593 Mon-Sat 9am-7pm. TECHNICAL HELPLINE SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 0702 207274 Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 

CALLERS WELCOME Monday-Friday only 9am-5pm 


FREE FITTING ON 
UPGRADES, ROMS & 
ROM SWITCHERS 


WE WILL COLLECT FROM 
YOUR DOOR TODAY! 

IF ADVISED BEFORE 10am & IN UK MAINLAND 
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I hat’s turned from black to 
white, grown bigger and 
faster, yet remained the 
1 same size? The answer is 
the new Vidi-Amiga real time frame 
grabber which has arrived in 24 and 12 
bit models. Working on all Amigas from 
the A500, it will ideally be used on 1200s 
and 4000s as it supports all the enhanced 
screen modes. 


features 


time. So I won’t go on about aspects 
we’ve covered in depth in AUI previously, 
but concentrate on new features. 

There are now three video inputs on 
the back of the Vidi; two composite 
signal phono sockets and one Y/C ‘super* 
video socket. At this point I must ask if 
there’s anybody out there who has seen 
an S-video lead longer than two or three 
feet? I haven’t and it’s extremely 
inconvenient at times, trying to link 
camera to computer. 


Capturing 16.7 million colours in any 
AGA mode, it can display images up to 
1472 x 576 pixels. ILBM, ANIM, BMP, 
PCX and TIFF files are supported. The 
image processing software has been 
made yet faster and more variations 
added. Effects now implemented 
include: average, colour balance, blur, 
convolve, edge detect, emboss, flip-x, 
flip-y, maximum, minimum, negative, 
pixalize, quantize and threshold. 
Exposure, gamma, contrast, brightness 
and saturation can all be infinitely varied 
as well, to improve the picture. 

Cut and paste is available as usual 
and it’s very easy to move among pictures 
in the carousel to take bits from one 
picture and add them to another. There 
is an Undo function for the last effect you 
used. 

This new model is exactly the same 
size as before and still slots into the 
parallel port of the Amiga. A new twist, 
however, is that it doesn’t use power 
from the Amiga as in the past; instead it 
has a power socket in the back. A power 
unit is not provided - probably as many 
people have their own, but I did find that 
two ‘cheapo Far Eastern’ units, purporting 
to supply the required 9V DC 500mA 
supply, failed to allow the program to run 
or caused it to crash. Recourse to a 
‘Classl Adaptor’ - made in Britain and 
which may be ordered from Rombo as 
an extra, resulted in completely trouble- 
free operation. 

The Vidi-Amiga has become by far 
the highest selling Amiga digitizer of all 


operation 


Alan Puzev test drove Rombo’s new 
real-time frame grabber which not 
only grabbed his pictures but also 
his heart. 


Grabber Control Panel. PflL 


Mix 


Edit 


Carousel | 

Load|Saue| 


a! Grabber Control Panel. PflL 


Preferences for grabbing and display 
are very much as before, though now 
providing 256 shades on screen when 
using AGA machines. A very useful 
addition is the ability to have the picture 
being grabbed only occupy a quarter of 
the screen; this speeds up things 
considerably and you see the whole 
picture without needing to close the 
control panel. 

Because 24 bit 
images are now 
being grabbed, the 
grabbing process 
is noticeably 
slowerthan before, 
particularly with 
unaccelerated 
machines. No 
problem with 
A1200S. 

Contrast, 
brightness and 
colour of the 
incoming signal 
can be varied with 
sliders, as before, 
but now any 
vertical alignment 
is done via the 
curser keys. Very 
sensible. 

Grabbed images are stored in a 
buffer as RGB triples. When saving to 

disk, they will be saved as in the ‘save 

— 


prefs’ unless you go to the ‘Mix Control 
Panel’ where different screen modes 
and resolutions may be chosen. Error 
Diffusion may be applied at this stage to 
improve pictures changed to 16 colour 
hi-res. With the proliferation of screen 
modes, users with older Amigas may get 
frequent screen messages to the effect 
- “Image Display Mode is not available 
on this Amiga”. 

However, even though you cannot 
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Vidi RT Control panels - excellent for Image 
correction. 


view it at this stage, you are still able to 
save the picture to disk for use at a later 
date, when you have possibly upgraded. 
Saving individual pictures and animations 
are as straightforward as before and my 
only gripe is the lack of a fully automated 
save routine, that I have repeatedly 
recommended should be added to the 
program! 

The Carousel operates much as 
before, providing twelve images on 
screen at a time, to be viewed and to 
allow selection for saving or editing. 
Simple animations may also be 
performed at this stage. 


results 


You can load any picture file and convert it to RGB 


Digitized results were excellent, though 
working with an early Amiga is laboured 
and disappointing as you cannot view 
the best results. The Vidi-Amiga really 
performs with an A1200 or A4000. 

Even if a picture is slightly off-colour, 
there’s no need to regrab it as you can 


usually correct it within the Edit Controller. 
All the exposure and brightness type 
controls work really well for image 
correction, while for those who consider 
their image is so good it has to be 
degraded, there are many effects to 
choose from. 

The effects are more noticeable with 
lower resolutions and pictures of only 16 
or 32 colours. The most useful for me 
were convulve, pixelize, emboss, edge 
and cut/paste, 
though these are 
always a matter of 
personal taste. 

One thing you 
will notice very 
quickly is your 
rapidly diminishing 
memory banks as 
you save 24 bit 
images. Another 
major addition to the 
software is the the 
‘GetRGB’ function. 
This enables you to 
load any picture file 
and convert it to an 
RGB format, thus 
enabling you to use 
the editing facilities 
on pictures not 
created within Vidi- 
Amiga. Very useful, 
as these facilities are now very 
comprehensive and fast in operation - 
worth having as an image processing 
program in its own right, in my opinion. 

timelapse 

Afeaturethat I really like is the timelapse 
framegrabbing. An exciting facility it 
can turn you into a Fellini - if you‘re the 
arty type, or your Amiga into a security 
system - if you‘re a techie. 

Thisform of grabbing allows frames 
to be grabbed at intervals from half a 
second to six hours, no less. The 
budding Fellinis amongst you can start 
picturing those lovely time-effects of 
flowers opening or clouds scudding 
across the skies, or even something 
more original and imaginative. 

You might, on the other hand, start 
designing all sorts of computer- 
controlled surveillance equipment. With 
the timelapse delay set appropriately, 
the Amiga and a video camera could 
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happily record the comings and goings 
of everybody at a particular location. It 
doesn’t end there: the highest delay 
setting is called‘Trigger’ and this allows 
the joystick to be used as a triggering 
device. By replacing the joystick with 
a suitably wired plug and lead, you 
could make a device which would 
take a picture each time a pressure 
sensitive switch is activated. A nice 
innovation! 

models 

The Vidi-Amiga has always enabled 
continuous picture grabbing, until all 
available memory is used; well, now 
there is a ‘loop’ facility that enables 


you to continue grabbing after the 
memory becomes full by overwriting 
the images already grabbed. 

The 12 bit machine is priced at 
£199 and the 24 bit at £299 but you 
may find them discounted at 
exhibitions and from dealers. The 
fundamental difference between the 
two is thatthe24 bit model isgrabbing 
640 or 720 pixels per line in hi-res and 
the 12 bit grabs 320 or 360 pixels in 
lo-res. 

Rombo have implemented the 
perfect procedure - previously 
operated by just a few other 
equipment producers - of offering to 
upgrade any of the Vidi-Amiga models 
intheirrangeforexactlythedifferencein 
the original cost price. An excellent move. 



Time lapse frame grabbing is now possible. 
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Below: Contrast, colour and brightness of the incoming signal can be varied with sliders 



Below: “No sir, we are not giving you more than 98%’’ 




Capturing 16.7 million colours in any mode. 


Vidi-flnigaRT VI.02 

So Vidi-flnigaRT - Main Control Nindow 



Grab Prefs.■. 
Display Prefs. ■ ■ 


Grab... 
Mix... 
Edit... 
Carousel... 


Load | Save | 



Ratings: Out of 10 


New features, more variations, 
faster. . . 

The Vidi-Amiga, with or without 
sound sampler, will continue in 
production forthe present and is an 
ideal alternative for those not 
requiring 24 or 12 bit images and 
there are plenty of those people 
about. 

conclusion 

Between £200 and £300 for an 
excellent 24 bit real time frame 
grabber that you can slip in your 
pocket and take anywhere... 

Vidi-Amiga RT has outstanding 
features and works flawlessly. This 
is a superb product. We are not 
going to give it more than the 98% 
we gave the Vidi-Amiga 12; where 
would Rombo’s incentive be to 
produce yet a better machine go 
then? And they could tidy up the 
save routine just a tad... 
Nevertheless terrific quality and 
value for money, a 


FEATURES 

0 2 4 6 8 10 

EASE OF USE 


SPEED 


PERFORMANCE 


DOCUMENTATION 


VALUE FOR MONEY 


OVERALL RATING 

0 25% 50% 75% 100 


V J 


INFO j 


Price: £199.00/£299.00 
Contact: Rombo, 
Kirkton Campus, Livingston, 
Scotland EH54 7AZ 
Tel: 0506 414631 
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OLD AMIGA TRADE-IN* 

The best trade-in allowance, extra for peripherals and 
accessories. Trade in your old machine for a brand new 
A600/1200/4000/CD 32 or even a PC. 

After trade-in, equipment is checked and refurbished by our 
engineers and is then offered at bargain prices, complete with 3 
months warranty. 

A500s FROM £139 
A1500s FROM £199 

A600 SD/HD.from 159 HDs + Controllers ...from 179 

A3000s.from 499 GVP H08 40/52 209/229 

CDTV.179 XT/AT BBoard.50/91 

A59020/40MB ....129/159 

OTHER ACCESSORIES - PLEASE ASK. 

’Acceptance of pre-V2 machines may be limited 


A500/600/CDTV 


STARTER PACK 

A Must for new users! 

Microswitched joystick, "Get the Most from 
your Amiga" book 10 Blank discs, 80 
capacity lockable aisc box, mouse mat, 
dust cover, Virus Killer. 


A500+ and A600s come 
complete with mouse, modulator I 
to connect to TV, or monitor lead I 
as required, all cables, manuals, \ 


INCLUDED 
AS STANDARD 


PLUS 

ALONE STARTER 

£ £ 


WARR¬ 

ANTY 


A500+, 


A500+ 

CARTOON 


CLASSICS 





A600 

SD 1MB 


A600sd 

WILD, WEIRD Deluxe 
AND WICKED zoo cup m sn 


174.90189.90 
194.99 209.99 


PACK 

PLUS 


269.99 284.99 
319.90 334.90 

. 1HBroB1[A , wnu , ( 349.99 364.99 
85 Paikt ’"/. t 00 QIP 389.99 404.99 


A600 hd 20 

EPIC 40 Epic, Rome, Myth, 


/ • Trivial Pursuit, 
OH Amiga Text, Deluxe 


A600hd80 
120 
210 


365.99 379.99 3 _ 

415.99 429.99 11 

569.99584.99 


Audio Discs/ 

CDTV CD Player / Keyb ’ d / 229 99 244 99 

Fdrive, Mouse,Remote 
MULTI Controller, Caddy, 

MEDIA Welcome Disc, Fish Disc 


CBM 1084 sd + um 178.90 
CBM 1940 Leads. Ideal for AGA 269 .99 
Philips 8833111 & Swivel £10 209.99 

Star LC100C Top Value 

3IUI LV.IUUV. colour PRI 

Citizen 240C 24Pincoi 


149.99 1 59.99 lyear 

252.90 262.90 2 year 


Return to base HO versions are SD units fitted with top quality 3rd party drives and come 
with install disc + full documentation. *DPIII needs 2MB for animation on HD models. 


NO OTHER DEALER CAN BEAT 
OUR CREDENTIALS 

• Multi-million company with 9 years experience in Commodore product and 
here to stay 

• Commodore trained staff are friendly and helpful and are parents, multimedia, 
educational, games programming or technical specialists (usually more than one!) 

• Open 9-6 pm Monday to Saturday and 10.00 am to 4.30 pm Sundays PLUS 
December late nights on Thursdays (St Albans only) for convenient shopping. 

• Callers welcome tor advice and demonstration at our 1600+ sq ft High St, Town 
Centre branches 

• Same day despatch for most orders received by 5.30 pm; express am and 
Saturday services available 

• Hardware carefully handled and delivered safely and reliably by caged, insured, 
top name courier service 

• Pre-despatch testing on Amiga systems 

• Free 30 day courier collection and delivery of NEW replacement.(except product 
with on-site maintenance) 

• Hotline support and in-house engineers 

• Upgrade and trade in offers to keep you up to date 

• Exceptional after soles service 

• BFPO and export welcome 


Hi-mochine and spjfcjg and support contracts from Londoi 



THIS AD 


up to you! 


WE WANT TO 
BEAT ALL PRICES! 

CALL US!! 


CD” CONSOLE 

SPECIAL 


Choose any* 3 CD discs (see software section) for £59.90 *up to £ 34.99 rrp each 


CD 32 SOFTWARE 


A4000/ 30 & 40 


I A4000/30: AGA Chip Set + 68030 processor, 68882 25/50 MHz co¬ 
processor option, 256,000 colours from 16.6M, scon doubling for flicker 

II-..,- A-!-- 9 C"/l 7 L IID 9 C" J,;.,- U-,J n,:.,- 1,-1—.. 


Over 75 titles specially written for the CD 32 should be 
in stock by Christmas (phone for list), including 
Syndicate, Zool 2, Jurassic Park, Chaos Engine, 
Robocod, many of which include a full CD music track 
alongside the game. About half of existing CDTV titles 
are compatible. CD 32 will also play normol music CDs 
and CO+G discs 


CD 32 Console (with Oscar AGA, 
Diggers +Joypad FREE) 


£279 


CD” + FMV Card as above 


PUB FREE MUSK VIDEO DISC 


free display, Mouse, Amiga 3.5"/1.76 MB 3.5" drive, Hard Drive as below, 
Amiga DOS 3.0 system and utilities, Next day on-site warranty 


£465 


CD 32 Standard warranty is 12 months 
return to base. 


12 months on-site warranty £39.99 
Extra 2yrs on-site warranty £69.99 


HD 

SIZE MB 


1 +1 IfiD 

SU81KACT 

£70 


A4000 

/40 

2+4MB 


AVAILABLE NOW! 

Full Motion Video module for CD” 

(with Free Music Video Disc). £ 1 89.9S 

COMING SOON 

Floppy drive, Keyboard, Mouse CD” for A1200 


EXTRAS 


A1200 


)0»+M> 
< rr x _ , „ 
3 -g n o + a 


, rti 


1079 

SPECIAL 

1149 


g-g-00 oj 
«< » S>IO 

19,5 *i£s 

3 ^ t o 

1959 

2| 3 & 
2139 2| §S 
•o S » 3 


COMPUTER 


2299 | £ 5 1 
l s S 


2459 


A4000/30 CO-PROs 

68882 25 MHz.ADD £79 

68882 50MHz.ADD £159 

Fitting FOC if purchasing A4000 


CHAOS ENGINE, 
SYNDICATE, 
PINBALL FANTASIES, 
NICK FALDO'S 
CHALLENGE GOLF 
ADD £19.99 
OR LEMMINGS, 
SIMPSONS, CAPTAIN 
PLANET, PLUS D PAINT I 
& GFA BASIC 

ADD £14.95 


1200 2MB 
1200 +20MBHD 
1200 +60MBHD 
1200 +80MBHD 
1200 +120MB HD 
1200 +207MBHD 
Extra 4MB + 

clock fitted ADD £200 

"CBM APPROVED HARD DRIVES 


Full legal installation/utility disc and 

documentation and come with CBM on¬ 
site warranty service. 



SPECIAL 

Deskjet 500C and Starter Pack 
with any Amiga ONLY £285 


FREE WITH 
ALL 1200s 
NIGEL MANSELL 
AGA, 

TROLLS AGA AND 
COMPILATION 
PACK 

4 (lop games) 

or 

WORKS PLATINUM 

(see Home App. 

Pack below) 

OR DESKTOP 
DYNAMITE 
PACK 

Wordsworth 2 AGA, 
Deluxe Paint 4 AGA, 
Oscar AGA + Dennis, 
Print Manaqer 
ADD £49 (i 200s only) 

Limited - 

While Stocks Last 


HOBBYTE VALUE PACKS 

Hobbyte are famous for their packs, allowing you to choose what you want, whilst still benefitting from package deal savings. 

Remember, a bargain is only a bargain when you like what you get! So, if you aren't Wild, Weird or Wicked, Sleepwalker sends you to sleep, Space Ace leaves you feeeling empty and 
Paradroid does worse, if Basic basically isn't you, exercise your options and get real value for money from Hobbyte 


TRAMPY'S AND NODDY'S 

PACK SPECIAL 

Fun and educational for with amiga alone 
2 to 11 years £39 £59 

(Some help may be required) 

8 magical learning games at 3 levels, PLUS Junior Art pack, 10 blank discs 
keyboard overlay and map 

6 National Curriculum oriented games, stage 2,7 to 11 


Noddy's Playtime 
OR Big Adventure 
OR Merlins Maths 


The Shoe People 


Fun School 3 or 4 
OR ADI Jnr Reading 
OR Counting 

Deluxe Paint II + 700 
Clip Art pics 


6 gomes with Trampy and friends, 6 years and under. 

The "Fun School" suite have won every award going. 

5/6 wonderful animated games. 3 to 11 yeors, specify age. 

The loveable extra terrestrial entertains 4 - 7 year olds and 
helps towards achieving National Curriculum levels 1,2+3 


STARTER PACK 

A must for new with amiga alone 
users! All you need in mc roc 
one value pack 11J 

Make working copies of Workbench and other original 
applications discs as soon os you get them 
Virus Killer Check discs regularly, especially if sharing with friends 

Mouse mat Helps prevent dirt/dust collecting on mouse contacts 

Plus Microswitched 

Joystick, 80 cap. lockable disc box. Dust Cover 


Pics inc. children, Fairytale + Legend characters, Sport, 
Cartoons, etc. 


Hobbyte Primary 
“ ' ~> Pac 


Educational PD Pack 


Containing 10 fun while you learn games 


ALONE 


Hobbyte 30 Easy 
Children's Games Pack 


Simple games, or those with very easy levels. Even the 
youngest will be able to use some of these 


SERIOUS USER'S PACK 

Interested in music, with amiga alone 
programming and graphics? 


HOT BUG GAMES PACK 

The top-seir.ng Hobbyte with amiga 
Hot Lot pock now rAA rco 

includes tne ultimate £44 £59 

joystick U! 

nriir p.ipii The only joystick ever to be given a Gold rating 92% 

i nt duo AF, positive single-handed action, small and lovely! 

10 "Hot List" Games See listing to the right for current HOT LIST, or phone 
The GREATEST! for latest changes. Child ren's games available. 


THE HOT UST 

GREAT individually 
packaged games, 
BETTER THAN THE 
REST 8! 

(previous RRPs up to 
£39.99 eadi) 

ANY 10 £29.99 

Or see pocks across 
Thunderbirds (7yrs+) $ - 92% AF 
Silly Putty - 90%+ lots of maps 
fAoki/Puzznic (counts as 2) f 
Paperboy II $ 

Die Hard 2 
Colossus Chess @ 


m 


Battleships dassic board game 
Graeme Souness Soccer 
Neighbours 
Frankenstein 4 @ 
Captain Planet 

Silkworm Helicopter @ 93% CU 
Tag Team Wrestling 


Then this pack is for you! 


WITH AMIGA 

£39 


£49 


ia. Hobbyte PD Includes top games like Battlecars, Star Trek, Computer 
Pack II 10 Conflict, Megaball, dozens of arcade classics board 

Jiscs mouse dassics ani ^ shoot-em-ups', Utilities, Word Processor, 


E programming language. Wonderful manual is 
nple and entertaining - ideal for complete novices 


Easy Amos simple and entertaining - ideal tor complete novices 

OR AMOS Professional V % AF , ratin 9 - the second highest rating EVER 
ADD £10 for this option 9 lven - Le ij rn ,0 professmnaHy create your own 


80 Proi 
Greats 
blank discs, mouse 
mat, 80 capacity 
lockable disc box, 
plus dust cover 


Lemmim 


Stack Up | 
92% A 


Spreadsheet, Dotobose + Desktop Publisher ond the 
ultimate virus killers - o must for every Amiga owner! 


MF 

Round the Bend 4 
Fist Fighter, Sporting Triam 
92%AA@ 

World Cricket 
Bart Simpson 


Hobbyte AMOS PD 
Greats 


gomes, utilities. Loads of sample progs included 
Dozens of utilities, Protrocker music modules, 
example programmes that no AMOS programmer 
would be without. 


HOME APPLICATION PACK 

Perfect for all Home 
Office needs 


Create your own designs to incorporate into your 
AMOS progs 


Deluxe Paint III, plus 
700 Clip Art pics 

MIDI Recording Studio & If you have a MIDI instrument, this is everything you 
| MIDI Interface need to compose and edit your music 


OR AmigaVision 


Powerful presentation ond production tool 


Virus Killer Disk, 

80 Prog. Hobbyte PD Greats 
Pack - see 'Hottest Lot Pack' 
The Works Platinum 
Deluxe Paint III* with 
animation + 700 Clip Art pics 
Digita Home Accounts 
Any Two Hot List Titles 


SPECIAL 
WITH AMIGA 

£29 


ALONE 

£49 


WP with UK spell chck, Thesaurus 
spreadsheet, 'Sideways' utility, 
database, graphics + comms module 
Keep track of credit cord and bank 
accounts, budgets, etc 


Rrcadfe Trivia 
Xenon - C+VG Gome of the Month 
Blade Warrior - A Power, AF, AAction 
superb reviews 
Amie 

AWARD WINNERS 

Space Ace, Kick Off, PipeMania, Populua 
(counts as 2) 


STOP PRESS! DeskfopJ)ynamite AGA pack (see 1200 box) £69 with Amiga £79 alone 


4 PARTICULARLY SUITABLE FOR 
CHILDREN (MAY NEED HELP) 
@ NOT A1200 COMPATIBLE 
TITLES MAY VARY 


*DPIII needs 2MB for animation on HD models 
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CBM 1084SD + leads + 2 games.188.99 

, Philips UK 8833 MKII mon.+leads + on-site.199.90 

| Tilt + swivel stand for 8833.12.99 

CBM 1940 dual sync .39 dpi AGA monitor + speakers..™.269.99 

CBM 1942 dual sync .28 dpi AGA monitor + speakers..369.99 

MICROVITEC CUB-SCAN 1440 14" 28dp for 1200/4000 in-finately 
variable scan rates between 15KHz (default on boot-up) and 40 KHz for all AGA 
modes in this range. With tilt and swivwl stand. *CUA BEST BUY\..399.99 

Microvitec Cub-scan .28dp for 1200/4000 as above, but 20“.—1039.99 

Microvitec Cub-scan .1782,17", .27dp, 29-82 KHz horiz. scan.889.99 

Adaptor for A1200/Microvitec.29.99 


DCTV.........376.99 


GVP IV + VIU-S ..965.99 

GVPIV + VIU-CT...1255.99 

cQOH' Impact Vision 24...POA 

HARUEQUM 32 BfT FRAMEMAKER BOARD 

• 16.7 ■Boa colow photo raafetk tfepfay • red Hm 24 bit wfantioM 

• Optionai Abba Chanel - superimpose high quality graphics onto five signal, 
or smootWyWeod paint imoges • Option* Dovbb Brffirbg - 2,24 bit 

diapkiys instantly OYadaWe 

SUPPORTS: TV Paint, VlaM.alligari, Sympatica, Ad Pro, Real 3D + others 


E1Z0 9060M Multi-Sync for 1200/4000 models.595.00 

CBM 1936 Hi-res SVGA .28dp inc. tilt & swivel.259.99 

NEC 4FG Multi-Sync.544.99 

Philips Brilliance 2110 21". 1790.90 

PiP View TV tuner+remote with sub picture for monitoR.113.99 

Zy-Fi Speakers.37.90 

Zy-R Pro Speakers.57.90 


HI 500 1.5MB.£929 *H2000 Pius.£1479 

H2000 2MB + Alpha.£999 *H4000 Plus.£1579 

H3000 3MB +D/Buffer.£1099 FREE V lab Framegrabber 

H4000 4MB + Alpha +D/Buffer .£1279 with Harlequin Plus 
Genlock £199 ‘Plus versions inc. GeiM. extra screen 

resolutions + modes, 4 Alpha Chanel + more 


£324.99 


FLOPPY DRIVES 

Zydec 3.5 external drive, daisvchoin + on/off ... 
rnol driv 


...51.50 


Cumano CAX 354 3.5 external drive, beige... 


.56.50 


PC 880B with anti dick + Blitz bock up and virus protector... 

I PC 8808 as above, Cydone compatible. 

Dual drive as PC 880B... 


High density 1,76MB ext. drive for any Amiga (WB 2)... 


.59.90 

.64.99 

.124.99 
.98.50 


I High density 1.76MB ext. drive for any Amigo (WB 2) + 10 HO Discs... 
Power HD internal floppy for 1500/2/3 4000. 


Power HD internal floppy for500/600/l 200.... 
A500 replacement internal floppy 


A600/1200 replacement internal floppy.. 


...104.95 

.94.90 

.94.90 

.64.99 

.69.99 


HARD DRIVES/ACCELERATORS 

1500/2000 A500 Internal 60MB HD 

GVP HC8/II40MB.196.99.. {500 '"H M{f B B H j} n . 

skimbomb,.2 -9 - t ^^®d!!!!.. mn 


GVP HC8/II120MB. 
GVP HC8/II213MB. 
“ :e03f. 


...289.99 


ovr nuwn 4 idniB. A79M ffjor 204 1MB500.139.99 

G Force03025MHZ1MB_ 384.99.. A600/1200 

r c° rte mSSIUm .qSJ'qq GVP 85 MB HD 600/1200 .274.99 

r & rce 228 Sz 8-V?JJoo GVP 1230 030 accel for 1200.239.90 

G Force 040 33MHZ 4MB..1284.99 Gvpi 230/40MHZ/4MB 68882 


Extra 2MB for above........POA. 

Trifedo SCSI 80MB HD--234.90 

3000/4000 


Ml 230 XA 40MHz... 


...479.99 

...269.99 


__ M1230XA 40MHz 4MB_429.99 

<0r 4000 .269 99 Microbotio VXL30 25MHz:;."Z“""""”21 ?!99 

SSSSSiis.69:’o A600/1200 HD UPGRADES 

SpSreSyE 88MB cartridge...99.50 - - 3ELF - OTPROVED 

A4000 130MB. 159.99 FITTING;, , FITTING** 

A4000170MB.....169.99 (on-site invalidated) (with on-site) 

A4000 214MB_ 199.99 20MB.85.- 

A4000 260MB - 229.99 40MB.139.- 

A4000 340MB.329.99 60 M B ..175.199 

illil 80/85MB,,..17?.24? 


i PICASSO 24 BIT GRAPHICS CARD 
-FREE Personal Paint Card life.... 

^ 1ICC0L0 24 BIT GRAPHICS CARD 
16.7 million colours, on-bocrd blitter, IMB exp to 2MB video RAM, fully 
programmable resolution, double buffering + multiple screen + AREXX. support. 
Supports leading graphics packoges/opplicotions. £379 99 


With FREE TV Paint Jnr.. 


RAINBOW HI 24 BIT GRAPHICS CARD + VIDEO CONTROLLER.... £1489.99 
Similar to Piccolo but with 4MB video RAM, programmable resolution to 1600 x 1280, built 
-in video controller inc. 110MHz clock. With FREE TV Point Jnr. 

PEGGY MPEG VIDEO CARO.. ....£ 479.99 


Take 24 bit animations from disc or other storage devices and replay in realtime through the 


YC Output module for Peggy . 


...£129.99 


..£349.99 


OPAL VISION (for 3000/4000) , , 

24 bit board v2+ Opal Paint, Opal Presents, Opal Hotkey, Opal AminMATE.589.99 

ALSO WITH IMAGINE SOFTWARE 

IF YOU HAVE PURCHASED 0PALVISI0N, YOU MAY HAVE RECEIVED VOUCHERS AGAINST 
THE FOLLOWING NEW PRODUCTS., WHICH WILL BE ACCEPTED BY H0BBYTE IN PART 
PAYMENT 

Video Processor for Opal Vision WITH VOUCHERS.-.647.99 

Video Suite for Opol Vision WITH VOUCHERS...647.99 

Scon Rate Converter for OpalVision WITH VOUCHERS...647.99 

Retina 24 bit graphics corn + 1MB + VD Paint..329.00 

Retina 24 bit graphics card + 2MB + VD Point.395.00 

Retina 24 bit graphics card + 4MB + VD Paint. 489.00 

V lab 24 bit real time digitiser 1200/600/500 ext. fJRljL ,«33 4.99 

V lab 24 bit real time dkjtfeer 1500/3000/4000 int .... 


V Lab 4000/3000 intSVHS.. 


19.99 

.99 


A4000 450MB .„ 


A4000 525MB.599.99 i oh/i oziijj.oic. 309 

Self fitting - fitting by our engineers ADD £l 5 94(1/9 ^HMR.,3dQ.4QQ 

500 INTERNAL CLOCK'.'..IZZPOA 


EMULATION 

G Gate 386sx 25MHz.386.99 386 Bridgeboard.199.99 

GVP 286 for GVPII +530.146.99 486 Bridgeboard.299.99 

GVP 40/4 for 1500.945.99 Emplant.245.90 

AT Once.214.99 Emplant Deluxe.339.90 


A530 IMB 40MB... 


.392.00 ’with coble & disc ADD £14.99 for Hobbyte fitting 


A530 I MB 80MB.489.00 “Including FREE courier collection & delivery 


A530 IMB 213MB_693.99 ^ . „ riniiniin 

A530 68882—.218.99 Overdrive 35 40MB HD.-.187.50 

GVP HD8 42MB_194.90 Overdrive 35 80MB HD.247.50 

GVP HD8 80MB__-.~...296.99 Overdrive 35 170MB HD.317.50 


SCANNERS & DIGITISERS 

' Epson GT 6500, 600dpi 24 bit A4 inc. Scan s/w.779.00 

Epson GT 8000,800dpi 24 bit A4 inc Scan s/w.1099.90 

Power Hand Scanner, 400 dpi, 64 Greyscale, Powerscan software.88.99 

Power Hand Scanner as above, V3 for 1200/4000.104.99 


GVP HD8120MB... 


1394.99 Overdrive 35 220/260MB HD. 


...337.50 


ttSWftzzzzfjfi 


OCR software for Power Scanner.48.50 

Power Colour Hand Scanner.219.49 

1 Sharp JX100 A6 Scanner + scanlab s/w up to 18 bit.469.99 

l Summa Sketch IIA4 with s/w/A3 Tablet Digitiser.359.99/529.99 


GRAPHICS/CAD 

Aladin 4D. 


1 TV Point 24.. 


SOFTW# 


.249.90 Merlin's Moths.16.99 Xcopy Pro.34.95 LEISURE TOP SELLERS 

, . TV Point Junior.179.99 PoW*C'eote.16.99 APPLICATION Men Breed I! AGA,. .22.90 

AmigaVision.....17.90 Vista Pro 3.49.99 ^pclhng Fmr. 6.99 Arena Accounts.82.50 Hamer .J7.49 

Art Expression AGA.134.90 Vista Makeoath 24 99 Any Noddy ....16.99 Excellence 3.89.90 Battb Chess....14.99 

Art Dept. Pro 2.3A.134.90 X CAD 20o8 .90*50 See also software packs Final Copy V2 63.99 Blade of Desttny.............24.49 

AdPro Prof Conversion ....48.99 X CAD 3000 ZZZ.249.99 UTILITIES/LANGUAGES Final Writer.99.90 BodyJlowsjJalactr 


Brilliance.. 


Lactic AGA.23.90 


SPECIAL £140 OFF 

Caliqari 24.94.90 


iooflA AUUJJUUU.U MU I It 5/ LANuUAuc j riiiui muer. tt.tu R17 'ri; r oo qq 

133 ’ 90 i X CAD 2 to 3 upgrade... 149.99 AMAXIIPlus.249.9? Kind Words III..17.90 .2^99 

-17.90 


VIDEO PROD/ TITLING « Hy-r.39.90 Mexiplori Hus v4.1/.9U JJJJJjjj; jj—'j&j 

A Video + IV Paint V2 ..588.90 Ami bock Tools.39.39 Mini Dlf ce .37.49 . * .». 22 . 90 


.39.90 Maxiplan Plus v4„ 


Caligari Broadcast 3.396.90 Adorage.48.50 Amos 30 .Pagestream 2.22-—62.90 f • JZZZIZZZ*9.99 

Cine Morph.29.99 AmigaVision.17.90 Amos the Creator.30.95 Pogeslreom v3...._.219.90 F y Grand Prlx.*24.99 

De uxe Paint IV.53.99 Broadcast ruler II.173.90 Amos Compiler.19.4? AF GOLD WINNER G„„<l.in 9nnn 9199 


vmcmuiuii.*/• ## MIIIIUUVI>IUII... i#»7U . r .1 

Deluxe Paint IV.53.99 Broadcast Tiller II.173.90 Amos Compiler. it.jv AF GULU WlNNtK Gunship 2000.24.99 

Deluxe Paint AGA.62.99 NEW-Broadcast Tiller AGA Amos Prof. . .32.99 Pagesetter 3 AGA.41.90 History Une.21.69 

Disney Animation.56.90 Super High res.239.90 Amos Prof. Compiler.24.99 p en Pal 1.5..28.50 | n( j ian y a j ones .23.99 

Distant Suns.49.49 Brood T Font Enhancer.POA tasyKmos . ZZ.49 Pers Finance Man +.29.50 Lemmings 2.18.90 

...44.50 Broad T Font Pack....POA I Blitz Basic 2_49.901 Professional Paqe 4.1 AGA Micro Machines.18.90 

L-r r — s-= --- lt ' l - j J nirrn .1 J . . rtrn lA^nLnt# lrLn/4 TT 0? 00 


Essence.. 


^ Draw . 39 *Jg Deluxe Photolab.51.49 l c fl nDo2.5..IZ:ZZ93;56 RATED as the current lap DTP Monkey Island £-1123.99 

i .i? 7 *on ll J ia 9 emas, J r - -"-- "^^9.99 ( ross g os v 5 .29.75 package by the independant Fujjy -y•••••••. Win 

. 49 99 2 ™ ,ng+ , CygnusEd Pro 3.5.69.75 magazines, 94% AFZ. 119.49 RobocodAGA. 5.69 

sr«*s“£?S!! E“r^rs« SSssEia 

Morph +, top^ef the range P-ofeMus...137.99 ZUOM fe.°efe=f /.POA Their fines. Hour.5.99 


Trvial Pursuit.*9.99 


packageal El38.99, ’ ScenmyAnim aIIZHJ.W ffi^riZZiSSM Publisher__17.90 ■g- ™-- T - .-,J- S 

eafeom BBsheSS gsa&jrffiS 

Pixel 3D Pro.— 119.95 i, v ,2.„ . ™ a ui n iuoo *Pnce applies only with Amiga 


Superbase Personal 4 ..104.90 

i n w ' ,v tv Text Pro 79.50 PEG6ER- Superbase Pro 4 VI .3...214.99 ; rnce applies omy w 

1 n r0 ° r0W * Video Studio 3.115.95 Vital for graphics-users! .79.95 Typesmith.122.90 hardware purchase 

! iTn • . 7? Video Director.118.90 Fully inteqrated JPEG utility qives | Wnnkwnrth AGA 44 901 CD DISCS 

.Video Effects 30. POA enln^hnrd disc space swings- 1 All CDIV titles 15X off RRP 

slteffir-wio «+Amiga e i2V2:::::::::::>4:so music . 

9!2»^ gSLttS** 6 . ms 


ScabMM200 Supp. AGA.274.99 urr “' .. 

Scab Pro MM300 AiiMl322.90 Vldl Amiga IZ with pioyiummn UIUI uum umciwix; -J-P":...rj'*;- LOUQSUVU 

Sculpt Anim.4D... JNtQYl 98.99 te' D x %t er .support JPEG, such as 0PAINTIV Audio Engineer+2. 149.49 including: 

Spedro Colour. 57.99 SSai5=j£8 .414S SSM 


GENLOCKS/ 

Rendale 8802 (1200 compat)...139.99 

Rendale 8802 FMC.....159.95 

Rendale 8802 SVHS/8860 _469.99 

Hama Genlock 292... 


Hama Genlock S290... 
GVPG-Lock__ 


...283.90 


MODEMS 

Video Pilot v330_1094.94 

Rocgen+1200 compot.158.50 

RocgenRodcey_119.50 


...689.99 


...283.90 


SUPRA 2400+ FAX/MODEM 

With 9600 Fax, 2400 Data Fax Software Atafk 3 


Supra 2400 Modem.78.95 

Supra Fax Modem.148.90 


With 9600 Fax. 2400 Data Fax Software, Ataix j £ 1 AQ OO 

Comms S/W, Modem Leads & Power supply .£ I “lO# Y Y 

SUPRA 14440 FAX/MODEM AA 

As above, but up to 14,400 Fax/Data. uAI Y«UU 

Rocgen plus Rockey Bundle. £239.90 


ACCESSORIES & DISCS 

A500/600/1200 printercentre..28.99 Alien/BatmanA2 Joystick....10.99 

A500/1200 control centre.34.90 Bug Joystick.11.99 

A600 control centre.27.90 CDTV Keyboard.54.99 

Brickette CDTV Joystick adapt. ..39.99 Zy-R Speakers.37.90 

10 Blank DS/DD discs in box.4.99 Zy-Fi Pro Speakers.57.90 

10 Blank DS/HD disc.6.99 50 Blank DS/DD disc.17.99 

A520 Modulator.29.99 50 Blank DS/HD discs.27.99 


EXPANSION 


IA601.. 


I CDTV 1 MB exp+Super Agnus. 

IA500 Rom Sharer 1.3... 


IA500 Rom Sharer 2.04.... 
A600 Rom Sharer +1.3 .. 

I A2065 Ethernet Cord. 

Blizzard 1200 4MB. 


Blizzard 1200 8MB. 

Blizzard 1200 4MB 25MHz.299.90 

Blizzard 1200 4MB 50MHz.POA 


PC 1208 2MB. 

.137.90 

PC 12084MB. 

.214.90 

PC 1208 8MB. 

.396.90 

MBX1200 bare. 

.54.90 

MBX1200 2MB. 

.134.90 

MBX 1200 4MB. 

MBX 1200 8MB. 

.194.90 

.379.90 

6888225MHz for MBX/1208. 

.79.90 

6888250MHz for MBX/1208. 

.159.90 

CBM 2.1 upgrade kit. 

.74.99 

Amitec 16bit 0MB exp for 1200... 

.76.90 

Amitec 16bit 4MB exp... 

.POA 

unp tilting ana ooara upgraae avail., 
by our qualified engineers.POA 




utizen 120+D ..111.99 

Star LC20...119.90 

Gtizen 90 mono*-144.49 

Gtizen 90 colour*-154.49 

Gtizen 124D.176.99 

Star LC 100 9 pin col.149.99 

Panasonic KXP2180 cof.159.90 

Star LC200 col.184.99 

Star LC 24-20 D.218.49 

StorLC 24-100 24 pin.173.49 


PRINTERS 

WITH 

ALONE STARTER 
PACK 


WITH 

ALONE STARTER 
PACK 

UNBEUEVAKE INKJET PRKESB 

HP DeskJet Port. 249.00 

Epson Stylus 800.249.90 

Citiz ... 


Itizen Projet II.228.90 


HP Desk 
HP Desk 
HP Desk 
HP Desk 
Canon B. 


Canon BJ 200 


et 510...._ 249.90 
et 500cqj§...295.90 

et 550CS .495.90 o 

et 1200C...1249.90 
10SX Port ...189.99 0 s 


Star LC 24-200.209.99 ^ (with free sheetfeederj.. 295.90 

Star LC 24-200 col.248.49 Canon BJ 230 A3.339.90 es 

Ponasonic KXP 2123 col ....209.99 Canon BJ 330 A3.449.90 

Epson LQ 100- 179.99 w Canon BJ 300.359.90 — 


Epson LQ 570.259.90 

Epson LQ 870..469.90 

Epson LQ 1170.569.90 

Gtizen S200 24*.184.99 

Gtizen S200 24 col*.199.99 

Gtizen S240*_187.90 

Gtizen S240C cot*.233.90 


Gtizen S24x col*.325.90 

Star LC24 - 30 Col.218.90 

Star LC24- 300 Col.275.90 

Gtizen col Note. Printer IK ....POA • 


Welsh Character Set available on request 
. - £240 


for Citizen Swift 90,200 8 2 


Canon BJC 600 Col ....559.90 

Star SJ 48.198.99 ^ 

Star SJ 144.519.90 

LOWEST PUCE LASER ^ 

QUALITYOH OL Q 

400* LASER_509.90 Q 

CITIZEN LASER 6000.POA Q 

Panasonic KXP 4410.539.90 

Panasonic KXP 4430.689.90 

Star LS 5 laser.569.90 

HP Laserjet 4L.569.90 

HP Laserjet 4.1289.90 

Star LS 5ex 5ppm 2 bin ....659.90 
1500 9ppm. 


Sharp JX 9500 9ppm.599.50 


If you've admired the saturated colours of the Mitsubishi and other thermal wax printers at 
exhibians, but couldn't afford the £4000+ price tag, the Fargo Primera is the pnnter you're looking 
for. Less than a third of the price of the nearest rival, 

Primera offers: • Photo-quality, rich bright colours • Up to 4 times foster than ink Jet 
* Cost per page less than ink jet. • A4, transparencies + T-shirt transfer 


Complete with Amigo driver (Windows or Moc 
driver if preferred) and Amiga bod. 


£ 995.90 


SStudio driver/Ufility (WB 2 & above) highly recommended ADD £39.95 

STARTER PACK: 500 Sheets A4 paper, Amiga to printer lead, 
a Universal Printer Stand & Driver * with Print Manager 


NO DEPOSIT APR,^written i 

(subject to ^^If^Sifraajordebit cards 
details onaPPlffffi surcharges. I 


ORDERING: 

THKSAUS NOt 07*7 856005 FAX* 0787 834944 

me day despatch for debit or i. . 


SYMPATICA II 

Do your animations slow down 
in real time? Sll will turn them 
into smooth 25 frames/sec 
masterpieces. Also 24 bit 
Rotosope video is frame 
accurate 1 *. 


Video Timelapse VTL - Amiga DOS 2 and 3 compatible 
creates stunning timelapse AREXX, 24 bit IFF, DCTV, Toaster 
sequences - flowers opening and Ham 8 Support, 
douds, with sophisticated light/ Fast, seamless background 
motion etc., record trigger inc. operation 


_> ar k.27.99 

Bars & Pipes 2.225.90 Lotus Turbo Trilogy.27.90 

Clarity Sampler.104.99 Luna'c/Overkill.21.90 

Deluxe Music Const II.67.90 Super Putty AGA.11.90 

GYP DSS PLUS.59.90 Sensible Soccer NAGA.18.90 

Megalosound sampler.23.90 Winter Super Sports.21.90 

Midi Interface.19.95 Zoolll.21.90 

Miracle K'boardAutor.,277.99 SPECIAL - ANY 3* 59.90 


Some day despatch for debit or credit cord orders placed before 5pm subject to availability. Alternatively send cheque, postal order, bonke 
draft or official order (PLCs, Education ond Government bodies only) to; Dept AUI, Hobbyte Computer Centre, 10 Market Place, St. A' L_ “ 


_____ f _ _ _ , . . . t. Albans, 

I Herts AL3 5DG. Please allow 7 working days for cheque clearance. Subject to availability, despatch is normally within 24 hours of receip 
I of cleared payment. Prices are correct at time of going to press, however, we ore sometimes forced to chonge them, either up or down. 

Please check before ordering. Additional services and different packages may be offered in our showrooms, and prices may vary from Moil 
' Order prices. Personal callers are asked to quote this ad to ensure Moil Order pockoges are offered. 


re-recor/ed'tfdirS; .«99 ^.24-47.90 

h/ware ° 329 99 SoHwareon,y - 189,99 VIDEO TAPE BACKUP ofWwith VTdi 12) 


? ny S(h ° o13 or4 .! 5*22 ^kupupto 12QMB onto one 3' Super jam........-68.50 

Any ADI.16.99 |, niir £ no r Technosound 


VIDEO TAPE BACKUP 

UTILITY.-.£57.50 

. , B onto one 3 
hour tape 


Isee offer with Vidi 12) BOOKS 

,,ereo Mos,er .26.99 Un( j erstan( j ing | magine || .22.90 

Technosound Turbo.25.50 


DELIVERY CHARGES: uk mainland (not highlands) 

Smoil consumables i Despatched by post, please check 

software items charges when ordering 

Other items, except lasers Next day courier service, £ 10 per box 

Offshore and Highlands Please enquire 

IN ADDITION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES: 

Saturday deliveries Normal rate plus £ 15 

Am next day Normal rate plus £8 


HP AUTHORISED DEALER \ CITIZEN DEALER PLUS • Amiga pricel oxcopt when* slnlod are inc. VAI. E&0E 


NO DEPOSIT 
CREDIT FACILITIES 

Credit terms at 29.8% APR (variable) con 
be arranged for purchases over £150, subject 
to status. Competitive leasing schemes ore 
also available for businesses, including sole 
traders and Dortnerships. Just telephone for 
written details and application form. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































test drive 


found a small package on my 
doormat. It was from Impulse, 
Inc. Was I excited, or what?! 
Yeay! Imagine 3.0 at last! Hey! 
Wait a minute, how did they fit the 
wonderful new manual in this tiny little 
package? 

Well, the answer is, they didn’t. 
What they did do though, was to send 
out a little taster of Imagine 3.0. It is 
actually Imagine 2.0 with some new 
bits roughly bolted on, tied on with 
string and held in place with Sellotape. 
This isn’t to say that I’m not happy or 
impressed in any way. It’s just to 
make it really clear that this is NOT 
Imagine 3.0. Not at all. It’s Impulse’s 
way of saying sorry we’re so goddam 
late and thanks for the upgrade 
money. They’ve got to live on 
something. Therefore, we ain’t going 
to ‘review’ it and rate, as that wouldn’t 
be fair. 

So the questions are; what exactly 
have they given us that’s new and are 
all the bugs fixed? 

Let’s just get the bugs out of the 
way first, with a really simple answer. 
No. Not only are ALL of the old bugs 
still there but there are now some 
interesting new ones to play around 
with. Oh joy. Don’t worry though, 
Impulse say they are fully aware of 
these bugs and they will not be in the 
final release of 3.0. (Oh 
really?) This IS just a taster 
of what is to come. It is not 
intended as an official 
product upgrade in any 
way. (Oh really again?) 

The other thing to 
mention about bugs is that 
Impulse have apparently 
changed their attitude towards 
the users of theirsoftware. They 
now like us and welcome our 
opinions, phone calls, 
faxes, suggestions,... 

Thank god for that. I 
really cannot see 
anything more 
stupid than 
ignoring the 
users of the 
software 


for whom the company is designing 
and developing. Isn’t the ideal 
product, exactly whatthe user wants? 
It would sell in thousands. I don’t 
mean this as a moan at Impulse it’s 
more of a general observation of 
companies and their attitude to 
customers and users, which in my 
recent experience is either indifferent 
or down right rude. 

what’s new? 

The first thing I wanted to see, was 
whether there were any changes to 
the basic interface. There are a few 
but they are pretty fundamental. The 
main difference is the new Real-Time/ 
Interactive window. Gone are the 
little black handles, replaced by a 
slick real-time, mouse controlled 
window. This has three buttons to 
toggle between pan and rotate, zoom 
and perspective adjustment. In 
practice this operates a little like the 
interface of Caligari. It’s not quite 
perfect but very close! 

There is also a handy Reset menu 
to return to the default setting. Well 
this would have been great on its own 
but it doesn’t stop there. There is now 
a new preview mode besides wire, 
solid and shaded, called NewMode. 
Unassuming in name but it’s a beauty! 
When NewMode is toggled, your 3D 


Barry McCarthy discovering a 
package on his doorstep- 
previews an Imagine ‘Under 
Construction’- 


The detail editor dealing with a bendy tube 


Lighting the way ahead. 


The Spline editor. 


Under construction. 

points, edges... all of which can be 
edited, just as in any other window. 
Now you can edit in 2D AND 3D. 

The other big additions to the 
interface, are the Deformation buttons. 
At last you can stretch, twist, taper, 
pinch, bend or shear, all interactively 
on screen or precisely using data 
boxes. There is also a smoothing 
button, to smooth outyourdeformation 
or keep it more angular. 

Unfortunately this doesn’t leave a 
lot of room for the custom user 
gadgets. A second line of them would 
be a good idea, perhaps at the top, 
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under the menus. 

We’re talking about the detail 
editor here, so let’s just see what 
other new modelling functions there 
are. 

Quick Edges are selected just like 
any normal edges but mean that when 
you look at the preview window, only 
the selected Quick Edges show up. 
As an example, the letter B would just 
be an outline with no internal edges 
slowing down the display. It doesn’t 
sound that great until you use it a few 
times. 

Along with this is an Edge Filter. 
This lets you select edges using 
certain restraints based upon angle 
and/orfaces. With the B example, the 
default filter selects every outside 
edge and no face edges. Brilliant for 
using Sharp edges on logos. Again 
it’s a small addition that makes a lot of 
difference in day to day use. 

Latticize. This creates a lattice of 
holes in any selected object or set of 
faces. Good for inner workings of 
buildings etc... Not an every day tool 
though. 

Imagine can now load and save 
DXF format but not very well yet. Try 
Accutrans 3D, it’s close to perfect! 

states 

Now for something MAJOR (unlike 
our glorious leader). 

States is a VERY groovy new 
feature that will be a fundamental part 
of the final release. Essentially, it is 
the ability of an object to retain several 
‘states’ within itself. It’s like an object 
memory. Start with a sphere 
connected to a pole. Wrap a picture 
on it, add a texture and make it all 
shiny. Call this state “sphere” in the 
new STATES box. Nothing amazing 
has happened yet. 

Bend the sphere and pole like it’s 
melted and make the surface matt. 
Call this state “melt”. 

You can now choose to see your 
sphere in any of these two ‘states’. 
When you save the object, it will 
remember all of its states, including 
Shape, Properties and Grouping. Try 
rendering the melted state. WOW! 
The brushes and textures have exactly 
followed the melted surface, without 
any help from you. This is called 
‘Brush or Texture Tacking’ and it’s 
FAB! 

What’s more, in the stage editor, 
your object can now morph between 
any of its states. This will eventually 
make the cycle editor redundant in 
release 3.0 (but it will stay for 
compatibility with old objects). 


new stuff 

Well, we’re in the stage now so let’s 
have a quick look around the new 
stuff here. 

Objects can now exist in different 
layers which can all be turned on or 
off. 

The camera and lights can have 
lines representing their areas of effect, 
which makes visualisation a whole lot 
easier, especially when combined with 
the interactive preview window. Most 
ofthetime,youcan set up your camera 
angle, position and zoom in real-time, 
using the mouse. Oh joy of joys, that 



through strange . . . 


sure saves a heck of a lot of time. 

Not much else has changed here 
exceptforthe addition of a new Special 
Effect. Particle. This is a huge FX 
that you can use, to simulate wind, 
gravity, snow, rain... Sort of. Yeah, 
don’t get too excited, it’s complex to 
use and tricky to get anything useful 
happening. I hope the new manual 
will help here (and everywhere else 
for that matter). 

GotanA1200oranA4000? Good, 
because now you can render and 


preview in HAM8 (or even 
Opal Vision). That’s the only difference 
in the rendering section. All the new 



A Coke can from normal . . . 


stuff will be in 3.0. Damn. Aliasing 
anyone? 

Oh yes, I almost forgot, there’s a 
new editor. What? You forgot a 
whole editor? Sorry but it’s not really 
very complete yet. OK, I’ll give you a 
quick run down. 

The Spline Editor lets you load 
PostScript Type 1 fonts (binary only) 
and automatically builds 3D objects 
from them, complete with a choice of 
bevelling, extrusion and back face 
removal. Great but why not use 
Compugraphic fonts as well? That’s 
what all the Amiga community have, 



to bizarre. 


isn’t it? 

Even when you do find the right 
type of font, it rarely manages to 


convert successfully. 

The other thing that’s missing 
here, is the ability to import and trace 
bitmaps. 

The spline editor is a superb idea 
make no mistake but it really needs a 
bit more work before it’s useful. 

Finally, I must mention the new 
textures. The eventual number will 
be about 100 but for now we can play 
with 66 of them. Are they good? Are 
they fast? As good as Essence? 
Yes, yes and yes. Surprised? Me 
too. Some of the new textures are 
simply stunning, here’s a taster; 

Crumpled, Dinoskin, Leather, 
Monster, Pebbled, Metals, Worm 
Vein, DeathStar, FireBall, Gas Giant, 
Iris, LensFlare... 

Sound good, don’t they? Well, 
they are. Oh yes, before you try any 
Essence textures in Imagine 2.9, be 
aware that the texture file format has 
now changed. Any old format textures 
will NOT work at all. I wonder if the 
delay of Essence II is due to this? 

Well, that about wraps it up for 
now. Imagine 2.9 is NOT the next 
Imagine. We wait for version 3.0 but 
it is a nice taster of what is to come. 
It’s just about useable as an every 
day product but be aware that there 
are some strange bugs in it. It might 
be wiser to wait for 3.0 before you use 
it commercially. Me? I’m using it 
immediately! What’s the joy in life, if 
you don’t take a few chances now and 
then?«i 


INFO 


Price: 

$649 not inc. 

(around £425) 

$110 inc. P+P 

(around £80 Upgrade from V.2) 

Contact: 

Impulse Inc. 

8416 Xerxes Avenue 
North Minneapolis 
Minnesota 
55444 
U.S.A. 

Tel: 612 425 0557 


_ / 
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test drive 




I oney Matters from Digita 
International will 
substitute the need to find 
I a willing marriage partner 
with a decent budgeting program for 
your Amiga. You’ll need Workbench 
2.0 or better. 

Money Matters will allow you to 
create a budget to cope with your 
financial needs, whether you’re a 
small businessman, a student or a 
millionaire. It’s been designed to be 
simple to set up and manage, yet 
powerful enough to do almost 
anything you’ll ever need from an 
electronic financial advisor. 

Before setting up a new file, it’s 
worth spending a few minutes 
looking through some of the 
samples which Digita has included. 
One of them may come close to 
exactly what you were about to 
spend time creating and, with a bit 
of adjustment, could be used for 
your own budgeting needs. These 
examples range from student to 
business and are fairly basic. 

Starting from scratch reveals 
that you’ll need to be one of the 
90% to get along with this program; 
without a bank account, you’re not 
going to get very far. Another 
example of the Government’s 
breaking up of society into 
manageable - or increasingly 
unmanageable - chunks; an 
Orwellian Big Brother attitude? 


card account, with different default 
icons for each. Inside these account 
windows, the more details you input, 
the better the budgeting system 
works for you. 

Credit card accounts are almost 
purely debits. You can add codes to 
give each purchase a reference - 
this allows the annual budgeting 
and reviewing of your finances 
to be done with far greater 
accuracy - and track your 
payments to the account. 

Far more interesting is the 
cheque account. You can 
include any direct debits or standing 
orders. Interest payments and share 
dividends, bank charges and cheques 
going in and out all make their mark 
on your starting balance (which can 
be backdated if you wish). 


MONEY 
REALLY 
MATTERS 


reports 


Other icons can be assigned to 
regular receipts or payments, a list 
of your abbreviations and reference 
markers, an up-to-date value for 
investments and even a TAX icon 
for the self-employed among you. 

Having entered all of the data 
and become accustomed to knowing 
what money is where, you may want 
a report on your budgeting success 
in graph form. These may be printed 



Work out your budget (and then, if you’re anything like me, ignore it). 


icons 

Money Matters can design the icons 
for you, but you can of course 
incorporate your own if desired. 
Once created, a budget screen 
closely resembles a PC Windows 
front end, right down to the 
calculator and printer icons. 

Behind each icon there is 
usually a window, containing the 
relevant part of the Money Matters 
program. A bank account can be a 
cash (or deposit) account, a cheque 
account, savings account or credit 
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CORE CRR Expenses 
CRRi Car Insurance 
CRRL Car Loan 
COMP Computer Expenses 
CONC Consultancy Charjes 
ELEC Electricity 
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GOVG Government Grant 
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POST Postage 
PRH Printing Costs 
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Money Matters is capable of handling 
business accounts. 


If you’re disorganised. 

Ashlev Cotter-Cairns suggests you 
get married or use this new program 
to manage your money for you. 


out, to send to your bank manager 
as a Christmas card, or saved in IFF 
format. 

While this may seem a little 
pointless for the average person in 
the street, think again. What 
happens if you have an 
unauthorised item appear on your 
bank statement? You may need 
proof for your sceptical bank 
manager that you are well on top of 
your finances and that you know 
exactly where that money should 
have been (or not). 

A printed report of your 
accounts, with all expenditure of the 
type in question highlighted, could 
swing the balance in your favour. 
Remember that there is a thriving 
company in existence which makes 
its living by simply checking the 
bank charges levied on business 
accounts and correcting the errors. 
Mistakes happen all of the time and 
if your account is big enough then it 
can be a very worthwhile activity. 

budget day 

So, what’s the verdict? Can I dump 
my wife and replace her with a new 
Amiga? 

Well, I could, but life would be a 
lot more lonely even if I knew where 
all my money was spent. However, 
making the judgement purely on my 
ability to keep track of the bills, I 
think that I could now safely take the 
helm as far as finances go - with the 
help of Money Matters. 

The manual is very carefully 
written to take you in as deep as 
you need to go, with careful step-by- 
step instructions to guide you 
through each new part of the 
program. Money Matters looks 
every inch the professional. 

And I finally understand the 
secret of good money management. 



your financiai status - oh dear! 

It’s as easy as keeping a track of 
what your balance really is, not what 
the cashpoint machine tells you it is, 
when you dare to ask. cl 


Ratings: Out of 10 

FEATURES 

0 2 4 6 8 10 

EASE OF USE 


a 

SPEED 


DOCUMENTATION 



VALUE FOR MONEY 


2 


OVERALL RATING 

0 25% 50 % 75% 100 

L * 1 » 



Price: £49.99 (£19.99 
upgrade from Home Accounts) 
Contact: Digita International Ltd 
Black Horse House 
Exmouth EX8IJL 
Tel: 0395 270273 
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EK AMIGA l 

PERIPHERALS f 


NEW! - 50mhz A1200 
ACCELERATOR + FEATURE CONNECTOR 


VIDEO GENLOCK 

FOR ALL AMIGAS 



ACCELERATORS 

FOR AMIGA 1200 


68030ec - 40mhz 
RAM/FPU UPGRADE 


This 

extremely high 
quality Amiga 
genlock, from 
GVP, has an 
intuition-based software control panel 
with full ARexx and command line 
interfaces. Easy to use the G-Lock 
genlock features many sophisticated 
attributes among which are: 

• Two Composite Video Inputs or 
S-Video (Y/C) Input 

• Simultaneous Composite & 

S-Video and RGB Output 

• Video Processor - Real Time 
Software Control of Video 
Attributes (Sharpness, Gain, 

Brightness etc) 

• ARexx Compatible 

• Works with Flicker 
Fixers 

• Multiple Keyer Modes 

• Full Audio Support 



G-LOCK 


£34S£ 

£299 


HARD DRIVE CARD 

FOR A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 



A FULLY 
FEATURED 
SCSI 

INTERFACE 
FOR A4000s 


The HC8+ is a high speed 
hard drive & RAM card 
which can also be used to 
increase your Amiga’s RAM 
by up to 8Mb RAM. 

• High Speed DMA SCSI Controller Can 
Handle upto 7 Devices 

• Ultra Fast Access SCSI Hard Drive 
Option - See Below 

• Supplied Unpopulated the HC8+ can 
be Upgrade to Give You up to 8Mb of 
FAST RAM - See Below for Details 

• Direct Memory Access Style Design 
for Top Speed Transfer 

HC8+ HARD DRIVE CARD 


0Mb HD 

42Mb HD 

80Mb HD 

120Mb HD 

£129 

INC VAT -HAR 1300 

£199 

INC VAT-HAR 1340 

E34S 

£299 

INC VAT • HAR1388 

£399 

INC VAT-HAR 1422 


RAM UPGRADE CARDS 


GVP HC8+ INCLUDES 8 SIMM SOCKETS FOR EASY 
INSTALLATION OF FAST RAM. THE HC8+ WILL 
ACCEPT 2, 4, 6 or 8Mb USING 2, 4, 6 or 8 SIMMS 

1Mb SIMM £35 PER SIMM 

INC VAT - MEM 3628 


GVP A1230 

TURBO EXPANSION BOARD 



ACCELERATOR - The 68030EC processor on A1230 
Turbo upgrades the normal Amiga 1200 processor (CPU). 
The new version is nearly nine times the speed of the 
68020 in standard A1200s. 

32-BIT RAM - The A1230 Turbo can have up to 32Mb of 
high speed 32-bit RAM. 

MATHS CO-PROCESSOR - The A1230 Turbo can be 
fitted with a maths co-processor. 

o 68030EC processor running 
at 40 mhz 

o Easy Fitting Trapdoor Expansion - 
Doesn't Void Your Warranty 
© Up to 32Mb of 32-bit RAM 
o Doesn’t Disable PCMCIA Interface 
• Optional 68882 Co-Processor - much 
faster than the obsolete 68881 

40mhz 68030ec ACCELERATOR + RAM CARD & OPTIONAL FPU 



0Mb RAM NO FPU 


INC VAT - UPG 1230 


£249 £379 £499 


INC VAT ■ UPG 12 


8-BIT SOUND SAMPLER 

FOR ALL AMIGAS 


NEW! 


JA Capture sound from an external 

« source and play it back in 

s stereo or mono on your Amiga. 
The latest version of GVP’s 
• Digital Sound Studio 
^ T (DSS8+) enables you to 
I * create audio effects for use 
in games or jingles. 

• New Style High Impact, Clear Poly-Carbonate Casing 

• Simultaneously Holds up to 31 Sound Samples in Memory 

• Real-time Oscilloscope, 

Spectrum Analysis, Echo & 

Reverberation 

• AREXX Compatible 

• Microphone Input 
•.MOD File & MIDI Compatible 

• FREE Samples Disk 


1 - 


DSS8+ 


INC VAT - MUS 2510 


ACCELERATORS 

FOR AMIGA 1500 & 2000 


GVP offer a range of 
A1500/A2000 accelerators 
that simply outstrip the 
, competition for speed and 
{technology | specifications. 


SAVE £135! 




ONLY WHEN PVIKHASEO WITH GfORCE ACCELERATORS SHOWN BELOW. 



Speed MIPS* 


Maths Co-Pro. 


Std 32-bit RAM 


Max 32-bit RAM 


030 40mhz 030 33mhz 


£699 

INC VAT - UPG 0430 


In 68040 

processor 


SCSI Ser/Par 


£1299 

INC VAT - UPG 0740 


S: Millions of instructions / second, a normal Amiga runs at 07 MIPS 


68030 - 50mhz 

RAM/FPU + FEATURE CONNECTOR 

The new GVP A1230-11 is the most advanced 
accelerator for the A1200 yet. 

• 50mhz68030 

• Built-in Memory Management 

• Optional 50mhz FPU 

• Up to 32Mb 32-bit RAM 

• Unique Feature Connector 

The new A1230-11 has a custom feature 
connector which allows a whole range of state- 
of-the-art Amiga peripherals to be attached. 

The first of these is a SCSI interface called the 
A1291, and is GVP’s fastest SCSI controller yet. 
It features: 

• DMA SCSI Design 

• Faaast ROM Controller 

• High Speed, Unique DPRC 
Technology for Direct HD to 
Memory Transfer 


£379 £579 £79 


INC VAT-UPG 1540 


A1291 SCSI ADAPTOR 


INC VAT-UPG 1600 


SCSI/RAM EXPANSION 

FOR THE AMIGA 1200 



24-BIT GRAPHICS CARD 

FOR A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 

EGS Spectrum is the 
answer to all your 24- 
bit graphics card 
requirements. It is a 
high performance, 
high resolution, 24-bit 
board that will take 
any Amiga 1500, 
2000, 3000 or 4000 beyond AGA! But the hardware 
is only half of the picture. Without quality software, 
your investment will be wasted. Not only does 
GVP’s own award winning graphics application 
ImageFX fully support EGS Spectrum, but also, 
using a Workbench driver, nearly all existing Amiga 
Workbench compatible applications will also work 
on and support the EGS Spectrum system. 

• 1Mb or 2Mb of On-board Memory 

• On-board Hardware BUTTER 

• Future Re-targetable Graphics Support 

• Zorro II or Zorro III Autosensing 

• Scan Rates up to 80khz 

• 80,000,000 Pixels/sec Pixel Display 
Speed (8-bit) 

• Programmable Display Resolution 
320x200 to 1600x1280 

• Supports Data Transfer Rates up to 
12Mb/sec on Zorro III Systems 

EGS SPECTRUM 


1Mb RAM 


NEW! 

£349 


INC VAT - VID 7310 


2Mb RAM 


NEW! 

£399 

INC VAT-VID 7320 



Adding 

RAM or a hard drive 
to your Amiga 1200 
will have a consider¬ 
able impact on its 
speed. The GVP SCSI/ 

RAM allows you to enhance your Amiga 
1200 with both. Its SCSI hard drive 
interface is one of the fastest, whilst its 
32-bit RAM upgrade is based on the 
same technology featured in the best¬ 
selling A1230. 

• Built-in, SCSI Hard Drive Interface - 
Enables 2.5" SCSI Hard Drives to be 
Connected Inside the A1200 Casing 

• Optional 8Mb of 32-bit RAM 

• Optional 68882 Maths Co-processor 

SCSI/RAM BOARD 

NOW INCLUDES SCSI KIT FREE OF CHARGE 


0Mb RAM 

4Mb RAM-NO FPU 

4Mb RAM ♦ 33MHz 68882 FPU 

IV24inc VIU-S 

IV24inc VIU-CT 

NEW! 

£149 

INC VAT - HAR 1200 

NEW! 

£349 

INC VAT-HAR 1204 

NEW! 

£399 

INC VAT-HAR 1233 

E348S 

£999 

INC VAT - VID 7024 

L 

E33@9 

£1299 

INC VAT - VID 7124 


MULTI-MEDIA AUTHORING 

FOR A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 

ALL-IN-ONE GRAPHICS CARD 

Impact Vision 24 is a fully featured video 
card. Unlike other graphics cards 
which require you to buy 
extra modules later, 
,wmr IV24 has every¬ 
thing you could 
want from a video 
board built-in! 
Included with 
IV24 is GVP’s 
custom Video Interface Unit (VIU). This gives you more 
choices for in and outputting video signals than any other 
Amiga peripheral on the market. VIU-CT splitter provides 
additional RGB, Y, R-Y and B-Y output. 

FREE SOFTWARE WITH IV24 

Create stunning 3D rendered images, retouch captured 
images and wipe between 2 video sources with 50 
packaged video transitions for production studio effects. 
Also included is MacroPaint 2, a powerful 24-bit graphics 
package which can paint in 16.8 million colours. 

• 1.5Mb 24-bit, 16.8 million Colour Buffer 

• Real-time Frame Grabber/Digitiser 

• De-interlaced, Video Flicker Fixer 

• Moveable/Sizeable PIP (Picture-in-Picture) 

• 2 Video Genlock (RGB & Composite) 

• 768 x 580 Resolution 

• Captured Image Retouching/Processing 

• Animation/3D Rendering 

• FREE! 

Caligari 24, MacroPaint 2, 

MyLad and Desktop ?£* 

Darkroom Software 

A1500/A2000 ADAPTOR £49.95 - GVA 5224 






THE SILICA SERVICE 


Before you decide when to 
buy your new Amiga products, 
we suggest you think very 

_ carefully about WHERE you 

TO buy them. Consider what it will 
be like a few months after you have 
made your purchase, when you may require 
additional peripherals or software, or help and advice. 
And, will the company you buy from contact you with 
details of new products? At Silica, we ensure that you 
will have nothing to worry about. We can meet our 
customers’ requirements with an understanding which 
is second to none. Complete and return the coupon 
now for our latest FREE literature and begin to 
experience the “Silica Service”. 

® FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 

® TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

© PRICE MATCH: 

We match competitors on a “Same product - Same price" basis. 

© ESTABLISHED 15 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M A YEAR COMPANY 

With over 200 staff - We are solid, reliable and profitable. 


© BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: 

Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 

© SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration and training facilities at all our stores. 

# THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your requirements are available from one supplier. 

a FREE CATALOGUES: 

Will be mailed to you with special offers and full details of 
hardware, peripherals and software. 

# PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly 
terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



Wili 


MAIL ORDER: 

Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-7.00pm (Sat 9.00am-5.30pm) 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI 4 4DX 

i-7.00pm (Sat 9.00am-5.30pm) No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 081-309 1111 

Fax No: 081-308 0608 


CROYDON SHOP: Debenhams ( 2 ndFloor). 11-31 North End, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 IRQ 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 081-688 4455 

Fax No: 081-686 4658 


ESSEX SHOP: Keddies ( 2 nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS11 LA 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 7pm 


Tel: 0702 468039 

Fax No: 0702 468039 


IPSWICH SHOP: Debenhams ( 2 nd Floor), Waterloo House, Westgate St, Ipswich, IP1 3EH 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 0473 287092 

Fax No: 0473 287092 


LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 

No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 071-580 4000 

Fax No: 071-323 4737 


LONDON SHOP: Selfridges (BasementArena), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sal 9.30am-7.00pm_Late Night Thursday - 8pm 


Tel: 071-629 1234 

Extension: 3914 


SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm_Late Night: Friday - 7pm 


Tel: 081-302 8811 

Fax No: 081-309 0017 J 


To: Silica, AMUSR-0194-84, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 


PLEASE SEND ME A 64 PAGE AMIGA COLOUR CATALOGUE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:. Initials:. 

Company Name (if applicable): 
Address: . 


Surname: 


. Postcode: . 

Tel (Home):. Tel (Work):. 

^Which computer(s), if any, d o you own? .68 X j 

E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 








































































































































inal Writer is the first Amiga 
[ word processor intended for 
the few, rather than the many. 
An upmarket version of 
Softwood’s Final Copy II, with a similar 
display, it offers many more bells and 
whistles, taking it close to the capabilities 
of a desktop publishing program. 



The program’s definable user menu can 
include macros, menu options and string 
commands, mentor 



The start-up Preferences provide a 
choice of screen modes. 


These include user-definable style 
sheets, which can be summoned up 
by a key press or a mouse click on a 
special menu, simple structured 
graphic tools to draw lines, boxes and 
ovals, master pages, multiple columns 
and the use of outline fonts. 

Combined with these are such 
powerful word processing features as 


capable of creating excellent results. 

Its flexibility gives it the edge over rival 
word processors, letting you customise 
it to your own tastes and needs. 

This goes beyond being able to 
change the screen display and colours 
and to define text styles in advance 
and applying them with a click of a 
mouse button. Two rows of buttons sit 
at the top of the screen. One is 
standard stuff - it can be clicked on to 
produce changes in line-spacing, 
justification and paragraph styles. But 
the second row provides buttons that 
you can define yourself. 

It is here that our flexible friend 
comes into its own. You can specify 
that a button will automatically operate 
a string command, an ARexx macro or 
any option available from the many 
menus - to open or close files, to bring 
up the spell-checker and so on. 

You can define up to eight rows of 
buttons. There’s a good selection of 
button icons to use, but an editor to 
define your own would have been a 
useful addition. Although only one of 
your rows can be on-screen at any one 
time, you can switch between rows 
instantly, so that you can have different 
settings for different purposes, 
according to the type of document 
you’re writing or what stage in the 
editing process you have reached. 
Similarly, you can set up a user menu, 
which can also have keyboard short 
cuts allocated to its functions. These 
are features that you’ll appreciate the 
more you use the program. 

fonts 

Final Writer uses outline fonts to give 
the best-possible quality of printed 
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Wildlife 


Report 


Tbe 


Lnrge striped cat of Asian jungle and 
mountain regions. One of the largest of 
- the big cats, the tiger is 34 m. (10-13 
ft) long, including a tail 1 m. (3 ft) 
long, and weighs 227-272 kg. 

(500-600 lb.). Both sexes 
are immensely strong, 
enabling them to bring 
down and over¬ 
come animals 
the size of 
buffaloes. Their 
main prey is 
deer, antelope, wild 
pigs and bushbucks. 

Lacking the stamina for 
a prolonged chase, tigers 
rely on their striped mark- u ^ 

ings to conceal their move- 
ments as they silently cieep up 
on their victims before making a sud¬ 
den rush from behind. They kill by first 
knocking the animal down with a blow 
of the foiepaw, or pulling it down with 
the claws, then suffocating it with a 
powerful bite at the neck or throat. Ti¬ 
gers swallow meat in large chunks, us¬ 
ing their teeth to cut rather than to 
chew, and eating up to 22.5 kg. (50 lb.) 



Tigers spend the clay sleeping or 
resting and emerge at dusk to hunt. 
Males aie usually solitary animals,| 
except during 
the bleeding 
season. Each 
male rnaiks off 
a territory of 
from 65-650 
sq. km. (25 
sq. miles), 
which con¬ 
tains several 
females and 
which he de¬ 
fends against 
other males, 
marking the 
boundaries by spraying a mix¬ 
ture of both his mine and scent. 


Tigers once 
ranged all 
the way 
from China 
to Turkey, 
but today 
their range 
are laigely confined to India and 
South-east Asia, with smaller popnla- 



Final Writer on an interlaced productivity screen displays almost a complete A4 
document, showing that text can be flowed around a graphic on both sides in 
a two column setting. 


since they can be slanted to the left as 
well as to the right. 

One unusual feature is that you 
can alter the width of the fonts, from 
half to one-and-a-half times their 


normal width. The size of fonts can 
range from four to 300 points in one 
point increments, which should be 
sufficient for most purposes. If you 
need greater control, you should be 


Final Writer 


John Walker tests a new ton of the line word processor 


the automatic creation of an index, a 
table of contents, a table of 
illustrations, endnotes (but not 
footnotes) and bibliography, as well as 
such standard essentials as a 
dictionary, thesaurus and mail-merge. 

It’s very impressive, but it is not for 
everyone. Only power users need 
apply. Final Writer demands a hard disk 
- and, even with one, it can be slow if 
you’re using an Amiga 1200 and create 
a document that uses lots of graphics. 

7 disks 

It also needs Workbench 2.0, a 
minimum of 1.5MB of memory in 
which to run and at least 2.5MB of 
hard disk space. If you install all of its 
seven disks, which include a generous 
helping of fonts and graphics, then it 
will occupy 9.5 MB. As you would 
expect from such a big program, it’s 


output. It is compatible with 
Compugraphic fonts and Adobe Type 
1 fonts, both of which are in plentiful 
supply and can be picked up 
inexpensively from the public domain. 
But it also introduces a new outline 
font technology to the Amiga: 
NimbusQ, which it claims is faster 
than the others. 

With the program is a generous 
selection of NimbusQ fonts, which 
should be sufficient on their own for 
most purposes. These include ten 
sans serif and ten serif fonts in roman, 
italic, bold, and bold italic styles as 
well as twenty decorative fonts, 
ranging from art deco to script and 
stencilled faces. 

You have a choice of upper- and 
lower-case, capitals, and small 
capitals. Fonts without their own italic 
face can be set at any oblique angle 
you specify to give the appearance of 
italic or to create unusual effects, 
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Text can be treated as a graphic and rotated to any angle. 
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using a DTP program. 

Final Writer is particularly good for 
those who like playing around with 
text, since you can create a ‘text 
block’ that can be treated as a 
graphic. The block is limited to 37 
characters, but its size can be altered 
and it can be rotated at any angle. 

Graphics created using the simple 
tools provided - lines, ovals and 
rectangles - can also be rotated. 
Imported graphics, though, cannot be 
rotated although they can be cropped 
or scaled. The program can use 
bitmaps in IFF format, but, more 
helpfully, it can import graphics in EPS 
(Encapsulated PostScript) format and 
output them to a dot-matrix or inkjet 
printer as well as to PostScript- 
compatible lasers. 

EPS has the advantage of all 



Text styles can be defined and allocated to a function key. 


an unnecessarily long-winded 
process. 

Nor is it possible to import text 
created with another word processor, 
apart from Final Copy which is 
completely compatible for text and 
graphics. With all other word 
processors the text will be imported 
but will lack all formatting and styles, 
such as italic, bold or underline. If you 
try to import text from another graphic- 
based program like Wordworth, your 
screen will be filled with all kinds of 
garbage. 

Final Writer isn’t difficult to come 
to grips with, but it could be more 
user-friendly for the less experienced. 
A title bar reminding you which 
typeface in what size you’re currently 
using would be a help. An online 
tutorial for newcomers would also be 



The Thesaurus pops up in its own window. 


other word processors, the result can 
look ugly if there are more than two 
columns to a page. I wish it were 
possible to define variable width 
columns rather than having all 
columns of equal width. 

A page can be viewed, and 
edited, not only in its normal size but 
in 25, 50, 75, 150, 200 and 400 per 
cent sizes, although you can only see 
one page at a time. The program can 
be slow in use, particularly when 
loading a document containing many 
graphics or changing the page view. 
But its results, using the Workbench 
printer drivers, are impressive. Using 
an HP LaserJet, I found it took around 
six minutes to print a page containing 
a great deal of graphics. A page of 
text took two minutes and I was 
impressed by its quality. 


example, includes a hundred levels of 
undo, so that you can go back to 
earlier versions of a document. Final 
Writer lets you keep only one section 
of text in a clipboard, which isn’t 
much. Programs like Word 6 also 
provide templates for various 
documents, such as calendars, letters 
and CVs, and include an autoformat 
feature that will format your document 
for you. 

Although the Final Writer has 
hyphenation, and allows the user to 
create a ‘hot zone’ for the feature to 
work, it lacks kerning, which can be 
useful for improving the appearance of 



A page of text viewed at 50 per cent of 
its normal size. 

headlines. And it provides no control 
over widows and orphans, those ugly 
short lines of type at the bottom or top 
of a page, apart from telling you that 
they should be avoided. Other 
improvements, standard on many PC 
programs, would include an equations 
editor, graphing facilities, a grammar 
checker and a table editor. 


structured graphics: they print at the 
highest resolution of your printer, don’t 
have the jaggies of bitmapped 
graphics and can be displayed at any 
size without loss of resolution. 

One drawback here is that, 
although you can crop and scale EPS 
graphics, you cannot edit them within 
the program. 

Final Writer is supplied with a good 
selection of such images and there 
are more available, either 
commercially or in the public domain, 
particularly for the PC and Macintosh. 
EPS graphics have the advantage of 
not only giving excellent results but of 
being compatible across the range of 
computers. You can use EPS 
graphics created on a PC or a 
Macintosh - providing, of course, that 
your Amiga can read PC or Mac disks. 

Be warned, though. While the 
images supplied, ranging from insects 
and animals to office furniture and 
cartoons, can all be viewed on screen, 
some EPS files from other sources will 
show up only as boxes, which can 
make their exact placing difficult. 

colour 

Graphics can either be saved with a 
document or just hot-linked to the 
document to conserve memory. They 
can be displayed in up to 16 colours, 
depending on which screen mode you 
use, but will be printed in 4096 
shades. You can even output to a 
colour Postscript printer, but you can’t 
create four colour separations. 

Text can run round graphics either 
to the left or right or follow its 
contours, but you can’t have a graphic 
surrounded by text unless you set the 
text in columns. Final Writer allows up 
to six columns a page, but, as with 


The program can output to a 
PostScript-compatible laser and will 
download any fonts needed to the 
printer, something no other Amiga 
word processor will do. But it was 
frustrating to discover that the 
program as it stands provides no way 
of accessing a PostScript printer’s 
own range of fonts, which seriously 
limits its PostScript usefulness. 

In a way that’s typical, since Final 
Writer, for all its sophistication, also 
misses some essentials. You cannot 
easily insert a file in your document. 
You have to open the second 
document in a new window and cut 
and paste between them to insert text, 
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better than working through the 
manual, especially when dealing with 
the trickier aspects of the program, 
such as creating an outline for your 
document. Many word processors 
these days have facilities for taking 
you step-by-step through such 
features. 

A help feature would also be 
appreciated. With up to eight rows of 
customised buttons, it can be difficult 
to remember which icon does what. 

It’s a pity the program doesn’t include 
a note system that pops up explaining 
an icon’s function when you leave 
your pointer on it for a moment. That’s 
something that worked well in PenPal, 
from the same team of 
programmers. 

Final Writer’s advertising 
invites comparison with PC and 
Mac programs. But it can’t really 
compete with the best that rival 
machines can offer - although 
it’s fair to add it costs a third of 
an equivalent PC word 
processor. The PC’s Word 6, for 





A selection of 
the decorative 
outline fonts 
supplied with the 
program. 


Some of the 100 graphics in Encapsulated Postscript format that 
are supplied with Final Writer. 


Amelia .^^Eread way 


conclusion 

Quibbling aside, Final Writer is a 
powerful program that produces 
excellent results. At the moment, it is 
the last word in document-processing 
on the Amiga, providing many frills 
and not a few thrills. And for anyone 
intending to produce quality 
documents using the Amiga it is very 
well worth considering as a top of the 
line word processor. & 


Ratings: Out of 10 
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Softwood Products Europe 
New Street, Alfreton 
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eluxe Paint has always 
been considered the 
standrad by which Amiga 
paint packages are judged. 
A few months ago, Brilliance 
popped up which rocked the boat in 
its favour, but it left people who 
can’t afford to buy the high price of 
Brilliance with a very small choice of 
software. 

But another paint package has 
quietly matured into a highly 
competent piece of software with 
lots of interesting features sand 
priced especially for the mass 
market. I am, of course, talking 
about Personal Paint, or PPaint for 
short. 

aui have been fortunate to get 
our hands on a brand new version 
of PPaint, version 4. Normally 
when I review an upgraded 
version of software I make 




PPaint has done a great job converting 
these images down to just 16 colours. 


24 bit IFF images can 


be loaded and are 


automatically 


converted to the 


maximum number of 


colours your Amiga 


supports. 


The new JPEG datatype loader gives 
superb results! 


You've seen how 
g ood Personal Paint 
2, our Coverdisk 
program, is. Now 
Gary Fenton 
discovers the very 
latest version of 
this outstanding 
paint package- 


Personal Paint 


jcioanto^ 

Dill 
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comparisons with its previous 
release, in this case version 3. But 
because you lucky aui readers 
have got your mitts on our cover 
mounted copy of PPaint 2, I’ll be 
making all comparisons between 
versions 2 and 4. 

ch-ch-changes 

Some new features are quite 
small, whereas others are large 
steps in the programs 
development. Personally, I 
welcomed the JPEG loader with 
the most enthusiasm. Sadly, the 
JPEG loader is not built-in to 
PPaint, but comes as a separate 
Workbench Datatype for use with 
Workbench 3 onwards. This 
means that owners of pre-3.0 



1; coverpicia. jpeg 


lUloanto Personal Kaint 


24 bit images take time to load but the results are fabulous! 


machines can’t load JPEG 
images, which is a pity, though all 
the growing band of 1200 owners 
will be delighted with it. And there 
are many more new features from 
which everyone can benefit. 

Have you ever tried drawing in 
a high resolution when the Amiga 
slows right down and your brush 
moves in “jumps”? PPaint 4 has a 
brilliant solution to this common 
problem. Turning on the Caps 
Lock key on the keyboard 
initialises a “smooth move” mode. 
Normally the Amiga’s operating 
system discards mouse movement 
data which can’t be processed in 


real time. The new mode stores all 
of your mouse movements, every 
last curve, and draws without any 
loss of information. 

For people who don’t like 
moving the mouse (?), you’ll be 
please to learn that PPaint now 
uses hotkeys for selecting text 
gadgets. What does this mean? 
Well, instead of clicking on 
Proceed, Cancel, and other 
buttons, you can simply press a 
key on the keyboard instead - 
identified with an underscored 
character (_). So if Proceed had 
an underscore underneath the 
letter P, just press the P key. 


font front 

Font handling on PPaint has always 
been fantastic. I like the way that 
you can type directly over the 
screen and still use the cursor and 
delete keys for editing, even if 
you’ve typed in a whole screen full 
of text. 

The font requester has been 
changed for the better and now has 
two scrollable lists. One for the font 

continued 

-► 



PPaint’s image processing features at work creating a 
rather nice oil painting effect. 


Etched in plaster: The Emboss High effect. A graduated effect: I made the light on the right appear 

very bright. You can do the opposite to even out photos 
taken in bright light. 
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test drive 


colours 

automatically by 
PPaint. 

Retargetable 



Component: 

Brightness: 
Contrast: 
Gamma: 



UCRM 


M: |31 .0 | UCRY: |40.0 


Proceed | 


Cancel 


The new printing correction menu makes the most of your printer. 


continued 

-► 

names and other for font sizes. The 
sample text in the font requester 
can be scrolled using the left mouse 
button, so you can see an example 
of every letter rendered in the 
selected font. 


new file format 

PPaint will load JPEG images and it 
will also load some previously 
unsupported file formats. 24 bit IFF 
images can be loaded and are 
automatically converted to the 
maximum number of colours your 
Amiga supports, i.e. 256 colours on 
the A1200. 


Persoanl Paint 4- has a 
brilliant solution to this 
common problem. 


PPaint uses colour 
quantization and reduction 
algorithms after loading 24 bit files 
to ensure you get the best image 
quality compacted into 256 
colours. The conversion process is 
very slow but the wait is certainly 
worth it. Some converted 24 bit 
images look just as tasty in 256 
colours as they do in true 24 bit! 
You can also load in HAM and 
HAM8 images now without them 
being rejected. However, all HAM 
images will be converted to 256 


PPaint now 
features RTG 
support 
(retargetable 
graphics) for 
Picasso, Retina, 
and all the other 
graphics cards that use RTG. The 
RTG mode in PPaint ensures that 
the blitters on the Amiga and 
graphics card don’t conflict when it 
comes to read/writing to RAM. 
Unfortunately I don’t have any 
RTG cards to test this new 


function out on. Will someone lend 
me their Picasso? Hmm, thought 
not. 


printing 

If you have a printer then you may 
know that the Amiga’s printer 
preferences is limited to printing 


only 4096 colours. PPaint 4 gets 
around that problem and will send 
24 bit colour or 8 bit grey data to 
your printer, providing it can handle 
it. The dithering routines have been 
rewritten to optimise the quality of 
your printed pictures. 

Selecting “Set” from the printing 
menu will bring up a new window 
containing brightness, contrast, and 
gamma correction sliders. These 
can be used with 24 bit accuracy for 
adjusting the resulting output from 
your printer. Cyan, magenta, 
yellow, and black components can 
be adjusted individually. 

conclusion 

As you’ve found out for yourself, 
PPaint 2 has many great qualities. 
My favourites are the image 


processing tools and automatic 
hardware scrolling of super bitmap 
screens. 

Version 4 offers the same 
painting tools and functionality of 
version 2 but dramatically improves 


The dithering routines 
have been rewritten to 
optimise the quality of 
your printed pictures. 


on file handling (24 bit, JPEG etc), 
printing quality, and dithering 
routines. The most impressive thing 
is the price. It’s a shame it doesn’t 
yet support HAM screen modes, but 
as a register colour paint package 
with image processing, it’s very 
much a worthwhile addition to 
anyone’s software collection. 




Text gadgets can now be selected using the keyboard. 


Path: I Norkbench:Fonts 


Eurost ile-B-Ext 

Eurostile-BoldExtendedT wo 

Eurost i I e-Condensed 

Eurostile-ExtendedT wo 

Frankl in 

FranklinC 

Futura 

FuturaB 

FuturaC 

FuturaL 

FuturaX 


Font: IFuturaB 


12 

16 

20 

32 


|32 




!3 Quick Brown F< 


Proceed 


Cancel 


The new font requester with scrolling font preview. 


50 


aui FEBRUARY 1994 



















































































































UPGRADE YOUR COVERDISK 

SPECIAL OFFER ON ALL CLOANTO PRODUCTS 


Not just the latest upgraded version 4.0 Personal Paint, 
but all of the great award winning Cloanto products are 
available to Amiga User readers as a special offer. By 
completing the coupon on this page you can purchase 
upgrades or full product at the prices shown. 

Upgrade to version 4.0 Personal Paint full 
product from cover disk: version 4 supports 
Retargetable graphics using Picasso, Retina boards etc, 
and now gives professional 24-bit printing in both colour 
and black and white. High quality coversion of IFF24, 
PCX24, HAM and HAM8 to 256 colours; loading of files 
through Amiga Data Types (JPEG, BMP etc), and now 
includes a collection of third party utilities, including Kara 
Fonts, JPEG Dta Type, and before any other package, the 
new improved Commodore Amiga Deskjet 500C and 
550C printer drivers, plus many more improvements, 
including sophisticated image processing functions: pro¬ 
grammable effects(like emboss, sharpen, blur, etc.), intel¬ 
ligent colour reduction and remapping, palette merge, up 
to nine brushes, two different working environments, text 
editor, colour fonts, Amiga clipboard, PostScript Driver, 
customizable user interface with stereo sound effects, 
screen grabber, a full disk of 256 colour images. 1Mb 
RAM, 1 disk drive required;1Mb Chip Ram recommended. 
norma l rrp £59.95 .£40.00 inc vat 

Personal Fonts Maker 

The Personal Fonts Maker is a powerful tool for designing 
and processing fonts. Amiga fonts and fonts created with 
the Personal Fonts Maker can be transferred to the print¬ 
er memory and printed at maximum quality and speed. 
The Personal Fonts Maker can output fonts in formats 
which can be read by other Amiga programs, by other 
computers and by a vast range of different printers 
(including 48-pin and laser). The program can handle IFF 
graphics. It is possible to work on a typographical font 
input from a scanner. Repetitive transformations can be 
recorded and re-run as macros. A special programming 
language can be used to define the format in which fonts 
are to be saved or sent to a printer. Package includes a 
multitude of original fonts and support tools, like the 
Printer Driver Modifier. It is easy and fun to use. 

512Kb RAM, 1 Disk drive required, 1Mb recommended. 

Normal rrp £59.95 .£40.00 inc vat 

Personal Write 

Personal Write is an extremely fast word processor 
packed with original capabilities. It fully exploits unique 
Amiga windows and multitasking, does not limit the num¬ 
ber of text windows which can be displayed at the same 
time, and has a built in spooler for background printing. 
Personal Write can encrypt confidential documents, and 
save disk space by compressing texts. Most character 
sets and formats from different computers can be loaded 
and saved, and control codes added or removed, as 


required by DTP programs or Amiga system functions. 
Hard disk installable if required. Mail merge facilities, pic¬ 
tures can be loaded and printed , keyboard shortcuts are 
user definable as is the user interface. Thousands of 
printer settings available, including PostScript, multistrike 
print mode, automatic justification with proportional fonts 
and Personal Fonts. 

norma l rrp £29.95 .£19.95 inc vat 

UPGRADE YOUR 
COVER DISK TO 
PERSONAL PAINT v4 
FOR ONLY 

£ 40.00 inc VAT 

PLUS £2.00 POST, PACKAGING ETC. 


[P lease'p rinfi n~ BLOCK capitals. 

I 

I 

•Name. 

lAddress. 


Postcode. 

Day time telephone number (in case we have a 

problem with your order..... 

Visa or Mastercard details: 

Card Number..... 

Expiry..,'L 

or include a cheque for the full amount. 
(Cheques will take 7 working days to clear) 
Please send me: 


jCosting in total £ plus £2.00 p&p 

I 

I 

[Send this order with the cover disk if necessary to: 

! Emerald Creative Technology Ltd 
|54 Wandle Bank, London SW19 DW 
Tel: 081-715 8866 Fax: 081-715 8877 




















test drive 


Switching 
□^Channel 


I ow, here’s 
an 

interesting 
I package. 

AirLink. Some software and a little 
infra red device which plugs into the 
computer. Run the software and 
what’s this? It’s a TV remote control 
panel - cool! Aim the infra red 
device at the TV, click on one of the 
buttons on the panel and, err, 
nothing happens. OK, switch on the 
telly and try again. Hey! It works! 
Look at that, I can change channels 
using my Amiga. WOW, this is what 
Tomorrow’s World is all about. 

Time to read the manual and 
find out how it works properly and 
what else it can do. 

The small infra red device plugs 
into the joystick port of the Amiga 
and is capable of receiving as well 
as transmitting infra red signals. 

This enables the software to ‘learn’ 
new signal types, a clever feature 
which will allow the package to 
control virtually any IR controllable 
piece of equipment. 

Airlink uses AIR windows, which 
are Workbench equivalent remote 
control panels. Several examples 
are supplied, ready for use, but 
these look very boring and hardly 
conjure up excitement about the 
possibilities of computer remote 
control. 

This brings us along, and why 
not?, to AirLink’s strongest feature. 

It wouldn’t be much use if it only 
supported a limited range of 
equipment and so completely user 
defined control panels can be built 
up and matched to a new set of IR 
signals. 

Creating a custom AIR window 
can be a little tricky. The easiest 
method is to use the pre-made AIR 
windows, which can be altered to 
suit the 


Patrick Hewlett test 
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unique d< 
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Amiga 

:ap through vour TV channels too. 


which must be replaced with the 
newly created template. Then you 
use the gadget ‘add’ option to select 
the top left corner of the gadget with 
the left mouse button and drag the 
pointer to the bottom right position 
of the gadget. 

This must be repeated to ‘give 
life’ to every gadget in the window. 

A useful facility at this stage is the 
‘flashing’ option, which visually 
indicates which gadgets have been 
defined. However, I found that it 
took quite a long time to set up 
properly even just a few gadgets, 
the problem being the freehand 
nature of the operation, which is just 
too prone to error. A method 
involving sizable fixed boxes which 
could be stamped down to define 
gadgets would be invaluable here. 

Now 

comes the 
technical 
part, where 
every gadget 
must be 
trained to 
generate the 
correct IR 
signal. A 
program is 
supplied for 
sampling IR 
signals and 
this is used 


saving 


Once each gadget has been 
associated with a signal the 
operation is complete. The file is 
saved as a 


normal IFF 
brush, but an 
additional ILBM 
chunk, the 
IRED chunk, is 
used to store 
information 
about the AIR 
window. 

To use an 
AIR window, 
you call up the 
tool ‘AIR’. This 
is normally 


the equation. However, it is 
needlessly fiddly to set up and 
requires a decent editing program 
to turn it into a polished product. As 
it stands, it works very well and 
offers interesting multimedia 

capabilities, 


TOSHIBA HOHITOR 


OTP 

POP 

ppp| 

PPPNl 


(0.1 


SanpUr 

pj-i l 

—r -1 


RMdRt.fi ir_2. 

na-IPPB 

Rir JonTntei p* p[1 

:PW 


fiir.InterLi 


mum 


jin |o7f 
pc 
* 


n 


tut 


JSil 



All the functions are there. It may not look 
very special but it's unique. 

up the default 

and to astound your friends - 
AirLink is certainly a very interesting 
product, a 


but it 
requires a 
lot of user 
effort to 
make it do 
more than 
just replace 
the TV 
remote 
control. 

But if you 

really 

want 

something 
unique on 
the Amiga - 


your 

equipment. 
Alterna¬ 
tively, a 
completely 
new 
window 
can be 
built. You 
can do this 
in a 

number of 
ways, 
such as 
creating 
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Link 


Gne of the more complex AIR Windows 
supplied. 


tool type of the 
AIR window 
icon. The 
control panel 
appears and 
clicking on the 
gadgets sends 
the 

appropriate IR 
signal from the 
transmitter. 

After an 
initial period of 
familiarising 
myself with 


The generic controller which is replaced by 
the custom panel. 


the panel with an art program or 
even scanning in a picture of the 
real thing. 


in conjunction 
with the AIR 
window editor to 
define the signal 
for every gadget. 
You select a 
gadget and, with 
the sampler 
ready to receive, 
press the 
corresponding 
button on the IR 
controller while 
pointing at the IR 
box. The sampler 


tricky 


The next step in creating a custom 
window is the tricky one, since each 
‘gadget’ must now be defined as a 
true gadget. You do this by using 
the supplied generic controller, 


should capture the waveform and 
you can can now assign it to the 
AIR window gadget. 

At this stage, it’s useful to test 
the signal to see if it works, since 
some fine tuning can pay dividends. 
The IR burst setting in particular 
should be reduced to the smallest 
number that works correctly as this 
will speed up the whole operation of 
AirLink. 


Airlink, I became very impressed 
with the package. If you spend a 
little time setting up the operation of 
a particular control panel, you can 
generate a very stable and flexible 
environment. 

More complex applications can 
also be developed using Link 
Commands which generate output 
events in response to input events 
which is very powerful. For instance, 
midi events in the form of midi-in 
signals could be used to trigger IR 
signals. This gives true multimedia 
capability. ARexx can also be used 
in a similar way, controlling external 
equipment in response to ARexx 
messages, all completely defined 
by the programmer. 

conclusion 

AirLink is the only product of its 
kind. This, and its overall 
flexibility, means that any slight 
niggles shouldn’t really come into 


INFO 


Price: $100 (about £60) 
Contact: 

Geodesic Designs Inc. 
P.0. Box 956068 
Duluth 
GA 30136 
USA 

Tel: 404 822-0566 


Ratings: Out of 10 
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LP1Z00 PCI5 LASER PRINTER 


400dpi 2ram 6ppm 

A4 TEXT/A5 GRAPHICS @ 400dpi • A4 GRAPHICS ■« 300dpi. A 2Mb RAM UPGRADE IS REQUIRED TO PRINT A FULL A4-PAGE OF GRAPHICS AT 400dpi 

HP LASERJET III™ COMPATIBLE • FLASH ROM UPGRADEABLE! jm ^ J, 


Ricoh, have used their expertise to produce a ‘first’ in laser printers, the 
LP1200 with FLASH ROM. HP LaserJet ///™ compatible, the LP1200 
employs industry proven laser technology which, unlike LED printers, 
uses a laser light source to produce the most accurate and intense 
printed images at a range of print resolutions up to 400dpi. A fast 
efficient processor and engine, plus a straight paper path design 
allows printing at a full 6 pages per minute. The 2Mb RAM version 
prints a full A4 page of text or graphics at 300dpi. Using standard 
resident fonts and the alternate controller firmware supplied, it 
can also print an A4 page of text or A5 page of graphics at 
400dpi and, using the Windows driver supplied, an 
A4 page of text 
at 400dpi from 
Windows 3.1. -V, 




BESTBUY 


SHOWN WITH 
UNIVERSAL FEEDER 
TOP TRAY (OPTIONAL EXTRA) 

The 4Mb RAM version can print a 
full A4 page of graphics at 400 dpi and makes 
full use of the LP1200’s 400 dpi printing capabilities, such 
as using Microsoft Windows fonts. Unique additional standard 
features include FLASH ROM ‘future proof’ technology and LAYOUT - a 
powerful document description language. The LP1200’s unique internal 
FLASH ROM, which holds the printer controller firmware, can easily be 
updated as new developments in technology occur. This protects the 
investment you make in buying a Ricoh LP1200. Other manufacturers 
would require you to buy a new printer! Internal FLASH ROM and 
industry standard FLASH ROM PCMCIA cards can also be used to 
permanently store fonts, macros, graphics and extra emulations. Again, 
unlike the competition, the LP1200 includes LAYOUT, a powerful and 
intuitive document description language as 
standard. This offers unique opportunities to 
develop custom made printing systems. 

Forms and document templates can be 
designed complete with logos and stored 
electronically in the LP1200’s FLASH ROM, 
alleviating the need for pre-printed forms! 

The LP1200 comes with a 100 sheet A4 
paper tray as standard. An optional universal 
feeder automatically feeds up to 150 sheets 
of paper (up to 169gsm), 15 envelopes, 
transparencies and labels. 


CONSUMABLES + ACCESSORIES 



What to Buy 
for business 


PLAIN PAPER 

FAX OPTION 

Wti ONLY £120 

The LP1200 is the World’s First Laser Printer to have the 
option of being upgraded to a PC independent plain paper 
fax. Just download the software (£120+vat) into the 
LP1200’s Flash ROM and connect any fax/modem to the 
Serial Port (we recommend the Pace Microlin FX - 
£1 80+vat). Using the Windows and DOS software supplied 
you can send and receive Laser quality faxes all over the 
world! 

FAX/MODEM SOFTWARE FEATURES - £120 + vat- fax 1200 

• Combine 2 or 4 faxes onto one page (A4) 

• Greyscales, 3 types of images - 
Photographic, Line Art, Ricoh Scanned 

• Phone number directory (using Windows driver) 

• Broadcast (using Windows driver) 

• Windows and DOS version 

• Receive faxes when PC is switched off 

• Use printer for printing while receiving faxes in background mode 

• Use LaserJet or Layout protocol documents 

• Send faxes from any Windows application 

MODENI/HARDWARE FEATURES - £180+vat mod 7199 

• CCITT Group 3 send/receive 

• Laser quality output 

• Automatic retry on busy (x3) 

• Memory useable - 2 md (upgradeable to 4 mo) 

• Document macros 

• PCMCIA/Intel flash card firmware module available 

• A4 paper - but can receive A3 pages scaled down to A4 - 300 dpi. 
Can send A4 pages scaled upto A3 - 300 dpi 

• Out of paper receive 

• 9600 baud Fax modem 

• 2400 baud Data modem 

• Hayes compatible - UK manufacture 

• 5 year warranty on modem 

• Includes: fax/modem, software, mains adaptor, serial cables, 

PSTN connection lead and manuals 

FOR PCs & COMPATIBLES ONLY 


WINDOWS 3.1 
DRIVER 

SUPPORTS 300 & 400dpi 


| AMIGA DRIVER 

SUPPORTS 300 & 400dpi 


CORPORATE 
SALES TEAM 

Tel: 081-308 0888 
Fax: 081-308 0608 


CAB 7500 Cable for PC/ST/Amiga . £8.47 

KIT 5200 Laser Starter Kit inc Cable. £12.50 

LAA 5238 Universal Feeder (2nd Tray). £85.00 

LAA 5262 2m* RAM Module. £85.00 

LAA 5210 Developer/Toner Cartridge. £65.00 

LAA 5225 OPC Cartridge (Drum) . £89.00 

LAA 5312 A4 Paper Tray (100 Sheets). £35.00 

FAX 1200 Ricoh Fax/Modem Software/Firmware £120.00 
MOD 7199 Pace Microlin FX Fax/Data Modem.. £180.00 

LAA 5279 Ricoh Flash ROM Card (0.5xt>). £49.00 

LAA 5288 Ricoh Flash RAM Card (1 Mb). £199.00 

LAA 5290 Ricoh Flash RAM Card (4*,). £599.00 

All Prices are Exc VAT - CALL FOR A FULL PRICE LIST 



IBM 

FUJITISU 

CANON 

STAR 

RICOH ' 

r FEATURES 

4029-020 

VM600 

LBP-4 PLUS 

8111 

LP1200 

Average Street Price (excl. VAT) 

£929 

£699 

£659 

£899 

£699 

Maximum resolution in dots per inch 

300 x 300 

300x300 

300x300 

300x300 

400x400 

Windows 3 Driver @ 400 dpi 





YES 

Print Speed 

6ppm 

6ppm 

4ppm 

8ppm 

6ppm 

Straight Paper Path 


NO 

(ONLY FACE UP) 

YES 

YES 

PCL 5 Printer Command Language 


YES 


YES 

YES 

HP-GL/2 Vector Graphics included 

YES 

YES 


YES 

YES 

Resolution Improvement/Enhancement 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

Standard RAM 

Imd 

1m 

512K 

1 Mb 

2m 

Full A4/300 dpi graphics with standard RAM 





YES 

Warm Up Time 

33 secs 

25 secs 

<60 secs 

60 secs 

45 secs 

First Page of Text Output 


15 secs 

31 secs 

18 secs 

<15 secs 

Document Description Language included 





YES 

Flash ROM 





YES 

Flash ROM Upgradeable Firmware 





YES 

PCMCIA Card Slot 





YES 

Scaleable Resident Fonts - in HP LJ III Emulation 

0 

8 

0 

8 

8 

Resident Bit-Mapped Fonts 

10 

14 

2 

14 

14 

AGFA Intellifont Scaleable Font Technology 


YES 


YES 

YES 

HP LaserJet III Emulation Included 


YES 


YES 

YES 

EPSON FX Emulation Included 


YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

IBM ProPrinter Emulation Included 


YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

Standard Tray Capacity 

200 

150 

70 

200 

100 

Protective cover on standard tray 

YES 


YES 

YES 

YES 

Cost per copy** 

1 9p 

2.0p 

2-1P 

2.2p 

1.65p 

Min-Max Paper Weight in gsm 

60-163 

60-157 

60-105 

60-135 

60-169 

Able to print on 0HP Rim 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

Able to print on 169gsm card (Manual Feed) 





YES 

Standby - Noise Level 

38dB(A) 

35dB(A) 

<43dB(A) 

<43dB(A) 

<38dB 

Printing - Noise Level 

50oB(A) 

46dB(A) 

<53dB(A) 

<53dB(A) 

<48dB 

.PC Independent PLAIN PAPER FAX OPTION 





YES . 


' * As quoted by manufacturers • July '93 


• 6 PAGES PER MINUTE 

• 2Mb RAM AS STANDARD 

Upgrade to 4Mb RAM only £85+vat - see below 

• PCL5 - //vc HP-GU2 

With scalable fonts and vector graphics 

• SHARP EDGED PRINTING 

Ricoh FIAL (Fine Image ALgorithm) enhances resolution 

• 400dpi RESOLUTION 

(Default res. - 300dpi. Will address 200, 240 & 400dpi) 

• UNIQUE FLASH ROM 

For controller upgrade and storage 

• PCMCIA CARD SLOT (PCMCIA/JEIDA Compatible) 

For programmable FLASH ROM cards 

• EXPANSION BOARD SLOT 

For improved connectivity eg. Coax/Twinax, PC-LAN etc 

• LAYOUT Document Description Language 

• SERIAL + PARALLEL PORTS 

• 1 YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY 

Next working day response 


FREE DELIVERY 


' LP1200 WITH 


SINGLE BIN & 


O Mb 
^ RAM 

LAS 5200 

£599 

=£703.83 


RAM UPGRADE - 2Mb to 4Mb (LAA 5262) £85 + VAT 

UNIVERSAL FEEDER (LAA 5238) £85 + VAT 

FAX OPTION Requires a modem (FAX 1200) £120+ VAT 
MODEM Pace Mocrolin FX for Fax Option (MOD 7199) £ 1 80 + VAT 


E&0E All Trademarks are acknowledged 



SILICA OFFER YOU 


Before you decide when to buy 
your new laser printer, we 
+ 5 / suggest you think very carefully 
.07 about WHERE you buy it. 
S Consider what it will be like a few 
- E * months after you have made your 
purchase, when you may require additional peripherals 
or consumables, or help and advice. And, will the 
company you buy from contact you with details of new 
products? At Silica, we ensure that you will have nothing 
to worry about. With our unrivalled experience and 
expertise, we can meet customers' requirements with an 
understanding which is second to none. Complete and 
return the coupon now for our latest FREE literature and 
begin to experience the “Silica Service". 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

® PRICE MATCH: 

We match competitors on a “Same product - Same price" basis. 
9 ESTABLISHED 15 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M COMPANY (with over 200 staff): 
We are solid, reliable and profitable. 

• BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: 
Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 


SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration and training facilities at all our stores. 
THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your requirements are available from one supplier. 
FREE CATALOGUES: 

Will be mailed to you with special offers and full details of 
hardware, peripherals and software. 

PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly 
terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



aS 081-309 1111 


MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-309 1111 

Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm _ No Late Night Opening Fax No: 081-308 0608 


LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 

No Late Night Opening_Fax No: 071-323 4737 


LONDON SHOP: Selfridges (BasementArena), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB Tel: 071-629 1234 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-7.00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 8pm_Extension: 3914 


SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm_Late Night: Friday - 7pm_Fax No: 081-309 0017 


ESSEX SHOP: Keddies ( 2 nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SSI 1LA Tel: 0702 468039 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 7pm Fax No: 0702 468039 


IPSWICH SHOP: Debenhams ( 2 nd Floor), Waterloo House, Westgate St, Ipswich, IP1 3EH Tel: 0473 221313 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 9pm_Fax No: 0473 287762 


31 


'To: Silica Systems, AMUSR-1293-75, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON RICOH LP1200 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:. Initials:. 

Company Name (if applicable): 
Address: . 


. Postcode: . 

Tel (Home):. Tel (Work):. 

| W hich c ompu te r(s), if any, d o you own? . . 75 W j 

E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 










































































































































test drive 


STEAM 


Producing a stiairliko offict can take tor* 
doing, especially if you don't have the 
Essence set of algoriUntie textures. 

But the Ibter inages cone to our rescue 
once nore. By using then as a Filter Rap 
sequence on an object such as a flared-out 
tube it is possible to approxinate a 
steany hind of look. 

ft further enhancenent can be nade by 
adding a Linear texture set to full filter 
(255, 256, 255) tfiich is used to give a 
gradual fade-out effect to sinulate the 
way stean dissipates in the atnosphrre. 

By aninating the sequence, and even 
rotating the stean object, a reasonable- 
looking stean effect can be obtained. 

Exanine the object called Stean and 
see how the various Brush Hap settings 
Texture settings aid axis placenent have 
been used to create this effect. 

Incidentally, Scanline rendering can 
be used for this, and nost other, inages, 
so reducing the tine taken to produce the 
finished picture. 


Barry McCarthy test 


drives a set of special 


3D programs designed 


bv Alternative Image to 


help vop create vour 


own graphic reality. 


Four brush mapping techniques. 


What you need 
are some nice clear 
pictures to use as 
these wraps. If you 
want a tree to look 
more like a real 
tree, why not take a 
photo of some bark 
and wrap that round 
your virtual tree? 


Never mind the width feel the textures. 

Imagination 


uuu; 


Price: 340.00 

Contact: Alternative Image 
6 Lothair Road, Leicester LE2 7QB 
Tel: 0533 440041 


Letting off steam. 


more complex areas of the two 
programs involved. I think these 
disks make the £40 price tag 
reasonable but even better, is that 
they can be obtained separately for 
£10 each and that really is good 
value, a 


Ratings; Out of 10 



0 2 4 6 

8 10 

FEATURES 


□ 

EASE OF USE 


PERFORMANCE 


DOCUMENTATION 



VALUE FOR MONEY 


OVERALL RATING 

1 

0 25% 50% 75% 100 

72% | 


1 


Itemative Image have 
released the second 
volume of their popular 
3D textures series. Just 
to clarify, these are pictures, not 
mathematical textures, as are 
Essence and those included with 
Imagine. 

The package includes: 
ClassicMarble, Cork, FleckMarble, 
RockFace, Sand, SeaStone, 
ShellStone, StoneBits, TreeBark2, 
Veinstone, WaterStone, WebMarble. 

There are twelve disks 
containing the twelve textures in 
several image formats: 8 colour 
(colour), Bump (8 colour black & 
white), HAM (6), IFF24. 

Also included in the package 
are a set of ‘bonus disks’. These 
can be in Real 3D or Imagine 
format and contain some interesting 
stuff that I’ll get to in a minute. 

Back to the textures. Well, 
they’re very nice as usual with 
Alternative’s products. They always 
present them quite greeably, in this 
case, in a video case. 

The pictures are of good quality. 
The whole point about them, is that 
you have to use your imagination to 
realise their true potential. They 
are not to be appreciated “as is” but 
to be used as tools. And what are 
they to be used for? Just in case 
you weren’t quite sure, here’s a 
quick explanation; 

When you build objects in 3D 
programs, you give them a colour 
and some surface properties, like 
shininess and transparency. The 
trouble is they often look a bit boring 
and computery. We need to jazz 
them up, by wrapping a photograph 
or drawing over the surface. All 3D 
programs will allow you to do this in 
a number of different ways 


maps 

one ^B fll ^B 

to use these 


types of textures 

but there are other, more esoteric 
applications. They can be applied as 
bump maps, where the relative 
brightness of pixels in the image will 
determine how high or low that bump 
will be. If you’re still not sure what I 
mean, look at the pix. Brush maps 
can also be used as reflection maps 
or transparency maps, where the 
colour of pixels determines the level 
of reflectance or how transparent 
that area is. Get the idea? Of 
course, this is all further complicated 
by the ability to have several (or in 
the case of the latest versions of 
Real 3D 2 and Imagine 3, unlimited) 
brush maps and mapping techniques 
on top of each other. Fun. 

Anyway, so who buys this 
product? If you have your own 


The piston animation cycle, 
colour camera and digitiser or colour 
scanner AND you have access to 
high quality images or materials, you 
can, of course, create your own 
textures very easily. If not, then it’s 
probably you. 

bonus! 

Free with every box of textures! 
Two disks of ‘things’ for your 


favourite 3D program. Let’s take a 
gander at the ‘things’ and see if 
they’re worth it. 

The 2 bonus disks can be for 
Imagine or Real 3D and contain the 
following: IMAGINE (up to version 
2) Projects: FourMaps; 
explanation of mapping techniques. 


Apples, cigarettes and spirals - all unreal. 

Piston; Cycle building. Steam; how 
to create steam. Water; moving 
water. WorldMap; rotating Earth. 
Objects: All the objects needed for 
the projects. Pix: All the pictures 
needed, including the animated 
water brush map. 

REAL 3D (up to version 1.4.2) 
Animations (projects): Hierarchy; 
help with hierarchical construction 
and manipulation. FreeForm; using 
freeform meshes and curves. 
ClipMaps; explanation of what to 
use them for. Stripes; animated 
texture. FogSFX; swirling fog 
effects. Objects/materials/maps; all 
the necessary files for the above 
animations. 

I know this is all a bit listy but 
there isn’t a better way of knowing 
whether the disks will be of interest 
to you. And they are. The projects 
are really well put together and 
genuinely useful with some of the 
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test drive 


w 


hat’s a magneto optical 
drive? It’s really neat, 
that’s what. 

It’s about the size of a 
slightly larger than usual floppy drive. 
The disks that it uses are also about 
the same size as standard floppies, 
maybe slightly thicker. 

So what’s so great about it? Each 
disk holds around 128 megabytes of 
data and the read and write speeds 
are close to conventional hard drives. 
That’s what. 

How do you install it then? Is it 
tricky? No, simple (usually). Most 
MO drives come as internal, which 
daisy chain on the usual 50 pin SCSI 
ribbon cable. Yes it’s a SCSI device 
and acts just like any other SCSI 
device. Or you can go for the external 
version, with its own case and power 
supply. This connects to the external 
25 or 50 pin SCSI port on your SCSI 
card. 

To install the drive, after you’ve 
connected it, simply use the 
installation software with your SCSI 
card or HDToolBox that comes with 
Workbench. 

Let’s assume everything goes OK 
and your MO is now part of the system. 
Each disk must be partitioned and 
then formatted before you can use it. 
Also make sure that you have a disk 
in the drive and that it is switched on 
(if it’s external) before you boot your 
Amiga or it won’t mount the MO. 

Now it can be used like any other 
hard drive, with work or programs 
loaded from or saved to it in the usual 
way. 

advantages 

Limitless storage! Disks cost around 
£35 each (shop around). That’s 27p 
per MB and you can eject and replace 
with a fresh one at any time, while 
you’re working, just like a floppy. 
They’re also very fast (a little slower 
at writing). Lastly the external version 
can, of course, plug into any SCSI 
card on any other Amiga. Very handy. 


It can be used like any 


other hard drive, with 


work or programs 


loaded from or saved 


to it in the usual way. 


Wow! They sound so brill, how 
come everyone hasn’t got them? Ah, 
now we come to the slight 
disadvantage. The price. Expect to 
pay around £650 for the external 
Fujitsu. Ooch! If you already looked at 
advertised prices in AUI, you might 
think I got this figure wrong. Well I 


1 Size Isa ’t 
Everything 



The Fujitsu Magneto Optical drive, lovingly and artistically displayed by Mr McCarthy. 

Barry McCarthy tests out a neat 
magneto optical drive . Fujitsu’s 
M2511A . and a passionate love 


affair is the r< 


►ult. 


HINT: If you want to use HDToolBox with your particular SCSI card, simply 
click on the HDToolBox icon and using the ‘information’menu on Workbench, 
add a new Tool Type as follows: 

SCSI_ DEVICE_ NA ME=gvpscsi. de vice 

This will now work with my GVP card but you will have to change the 
device bit to suite your own card. 

Now go through the usual hard drive partitioning and prepping procedure 
as outlined in your manual. As far as the software is concerned, the MO 
drive is just like another hard drive. 

HINT: Each hard drive must have a different ID number. NEVER connect 
2 with the same number or you might damage either the hard drive or the 
card. Most drives have a set of jumpers to set this ID. Consult the manual 
for the drive but if you have ANY doubt, then give the shop or the 
manufacturers a ring. I rang Fujitsu in the UK and they were very helpful, 
but be prepared for unhelpful companies as well, they’re not all as nice as 
Fujitsu. Luckily this drive has a neat little button that you press with a special 
tool, to select a visible number for the ID. Marvellously user-friendly. 
HINT: Most drives also have another set of jumpers to determine other 
internal functions. Most of the time these can be left alone, but if your drive 
won’t be recognised, you may have to ring for info and change them. 
Probably not. 

HINT: On some older SCSI boards, you may have to connect the new drive 
as the ONL Y connected drive, to set it up for partitioning etc. This is for 
REALL Y old boards, which may not be able to recognise and control MO 
drives anyway. If this is the case you ha ve only one option: anew SCSI card. 
Sorry, I don’t make the rules. 

HINT: The ENDS of the SCSI chain must be terminated with terminating 
resistors. Say that again for humans?! If you have the external unit, make 
sure that the supplied BLOCK is plugged into the spare socket on the back 
of the drive. 


haven’t, it’s just a matter of looking in 
the right places. Try Mac and PC 
mags too. 


Wow! They sound so 


brill, how come everyone 


hasn’t got them? 


who? 


The MO user is the person who needs 
a LOT of fast storage that can be filed 
away and retrieved at a later date. 
Someone who’s into DTP, 3D, 
animation, multi-media. The MO is 
ideal for holding quickly accessible 
libraries of fonts, objects, pictures, 
textures, docs, animations... It’s 
expensive, but I love it and we will 
never be parted, kiss kiss kiss kiss 
slobber... 

conclusion 

The Fujitsu Magneto Optical drive 
has been thoroughly tested with the 
standard GVP SCSI card (now the 
A4008) and the Z3 FastLane SCSI 
card (which is fab). It performs 
flawlessly and can be transferred to 
either at any time (oh yes, make sure 
the power is off before you do this!). 
A highly recommendable product. Sk 


Ratings: Out of 10 


0 2 4 6 8 10 


FEATURES 


EASE OF USE 


SPEED 


DOCUMENTATION 


VALUE FOR MONEY 


OVERALL RATING 

I 25% 50% 75% 100 

KTilzi | 


INFO 


Price: £650.00 

Contact: C&T, 39 Ansell Road, 
London SW177LS 
Tel: 071 6373538. 
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Comprising the Amiga 600 computer with 
1 Mb RAM, 3.5 inch 1 Mb floppy disk drive 
PLUS mouse, manuals, Workbench 2.0, 
all connections to your TV set, 
and the following FREE software: 

• MICROPROSE GRAND PRIX 

• SILLY PUTTY 

• PUSHOVER 

• DELUXE PAINT III 


and you can add even more games or accessories 
with our exclusive added value packs detailed 
lower down this page. 


Comprising the Amiga 500 plus computer 
with 1 Mb RAM, 18 key numeric keypad 
1 Mb 3.5 inch floppy disk drive, 
PLUS mouse, manuals, Workbench 2.0, 
all connections to your TV set 
and the following free software: 

• LEMMINGS 

• THE SIMPSONS 

• CAPTAIN PLANET 

• DELUXE PAINT III 


. .and you can add even more games or accessories 

with our exclusive added value packs detailed below .. 


PACK 

FOR ONLY 
! £20 EXTRA! 

(see details below) 


rHE BEST DEALS, THE LATEST AMIGA TECHNOLOGY 


AMIGA 600 WILD, WEIRD, & WICKED PACK 


\MIGA 


EPIC & LANGUAGE LAB PACK 


Comprising the Amiga 600 computer with 
1 Mb RAM, 20 Mb hard disk drive, 

1 Mb 3.5 inch floppy disk drive, 

3 LUS mouse, manuals, Workbench 2.0, 
ail connections to your TV set 
and the following free software: 

• EPIC • MYTH • ROME 
> TRIVIAL PURSUIT (in 3 languages!) 
DELUXE PAINT HI (painting package) 

• AMIGA TEXT (Word Processor) 

# FIVE LANGUAGE DICTIONARY 


© 




VC 


1 PACK 

1 FOR ONLY 
£20 EXTRA! 
(see details below) 


f ‘Mil 


lor £449.95 Inc. 


....... and you can add more value, either games or 

accessories, with our packs detailed below. 


Comprising the Amiga 1500 (ximputer with 
separate system unit and detachable keyboard, 
1 Mb RAM and two 3.5 inch disk drives, 
nine internal expansion slots, 
Workbench 2.0 and Kickstart 2.0, 
and the following free software: 

• THE WORKS Platinum Edition 
(Word Processor, Spreadsheet, Database) 
• HOME ACCOUNTS • DELUXE PAINT III 
• ELF • TOKI • PUZZNIC # GET THE 
MOST OUT OF YOUR AMIGA BOOK 

all for £539.95 me. 


AMIGA 3000 


_ 


Comprising the Amiga 3000 computer with 
separate system unit and detachable 
keyboard, fast 25Mhz processor speed, 
2Mb RAM and one 3.5 inch disk drive, 
latest version 2.0 machines, 
available with the following hard drives: 

52Mb hard drive £129&95 
105Mb hard drive £1479.95 

1935 SVGA monitor £259.95 
1960 multisync monitor £419.95 


AMIGA 4000 MULTI-MEDIA SYSTEM 

11 i mm wmmmmmmmM 


EVMIGA 600 DELUXE PAINT & GAME PACK 


Complete Amiga 600 computer, with 1 Mb RAM, 3.5 disk 
ive, one game (normally Lemmings) and Deluxe Paint III. 


£269.95 inc. 


AMIGA 500+ CARTOON CLASSICS PACK 


New awesome multi-media platform featuring 
68040 32 bit processor running at 25Mhz, 
new AA chipset with 16.9 million colours, 
6Mb RAM and high density 3.5 inch disk drive, 
latest Workbench 3.0 operating system 


A4000 40Mb HD 
£1999.95 
A4000 120Mb HD 
£2199.95 


AMIGA CDTV PACK 


MULTI-MEDIA 

SYSTEM 

Combination of the CDTV 
and an Amiga compatible computer 
including CDTV player, 
black Amiga keyboard, infra-red mouse, 
3.5 inch black Amiga disk drive, 
Wokbench disks and remote controller 

all for £469.95 inc. 


....ADD MORE GAMES, MEMORY OR ACCESSORIES WITH OUR VALUE ADDED PACKS! 




Orderline & enquiries telephone (0908) 211665 open 7 days a week 9am-7pm 


AMIGA 120 ( 

) 

THE NEXT GENERATION AMIGA 

• True 32 bit computer with a 68020 processor running at 
blistering 14Mhz, 5 x faster than previous Amiga’s! 

• 2Mb of 32 bit memory expandable via smart card slot 

• New AA graphics chips give maximum 262,000 colours < 
screen from a palette of 16.9 million! 

• Styled similar to Amiga 600, but includes numeric keypai 

• Compatibility mode for existing Amiga programs, whilst 
new releases will feature Amiga 1200 enhancements 

• Includes new Workbench 3.0 operating system 

a 

on 

d 

Amiga 1200, only £359.95 Inc. 


CDTV player complete with 
remote controller, plays audio CD’s, 
CD audio plus graphics disks, and 
| Amiga interactive titles, comes complete 
with the following software: 

# WELCOME DISK 
► HUTCHINSONS ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
• LEMMINGS 
(the award winning game) 

all for £369.95 inc. 


PACK " 

1 AWARD WINNERS 1 

1 PHOTON B 

9 ACCESSORIES B 

11 EXTRA 1 

1 PACK 1 

1 PAINT 

1 PACK 

| 1Mb RAM { 


GFA BASIC 


ADD £30 


ONLY £20 EXTRA! 



ONLY £10 EXTRA! 



ONLY £10 
EXTRA! 



ONLY £20 EXTRA! 



ADD £35 


■ | 


■ 




























































































































AND WE DELIVER FREE, DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR! 




i; 



The best selling monitor for the 
Amiga giving a crystal clear colour 
display together with fantastic stereo 
soundl 

• FREE LOTUS TURBO 2 GAME 

• FREE AMIGA CABLE 

• 12 MONTHS IN-HOME SERVICE 

• OFFICIAL UK PRODUCT 




tilt & swivel stand £10.95 
dust cover £3.95 


LOTUS TURBO 
CHALLENGE 2 


CIA 8520A1-0 chip 
Super Denise custom chip 
Fatter Agnus 8372A custom chip 


Power B&W scanner, 64 greyscales, up 
to 400 dpi, editing software inc. 

New! Power colour scanner, 4096 
colours, up to 400 dpi. software inc. I 


GVP HARD DRIVE 8 for 
A500 & A500 plus 


52Mb 
drive £ 


with 2Mb RAM fitted 


with 4Mb RAM fitted 


All printers include ribbons & Amiga cable! 


GVP A530 COMBO, 
a hard drive and 
68030 accelarator for 
the A500 & plus 


Citizen 120D 9 pin mono 
Citizen SWIFT 9 pin colour 
Citizen SWIFT 200 24 pin mono 
Citizen SWIFT 200 24 pin colour 
Citizen SWIFT 240 24 pin mono 
Citizen SWIFT 240 24 pin colour 


£109.95 

£169.95 

£194.95 

£214.95 

£244.95 

£264.95 


120Mb 
drive £ 


Star LC20 9 pin mono 

NEW! Star LC100 9 pin colour 

Star LC200 9 pin colour 

NEW! Star LC24-100 24 pin mono 

Star LC24-200 24 pin mono 

Star LC24-200 24 pin colour 

Star XB24-200 24 pin colour 

Star SJ48 inkjet 

Star LaserJet 4 laser 

Star LaserJet 4 postscript laser 


£119.95 

£149.95 

£169.95 

£184.95 

£199.95 

£239.95 

£359.95 

£194.95 

£699.95 

£949.95 


68882 maths co-pro for A530 


PC 286 emulator for GVP HD 8 


Canon BJIOex inkjet 

Canon BJ20ex inkjet inc. s-feeder 

Canon BJ300 inkjet 

Canon BJ330 wide carriage inkjet 


HP DeskJet 500 mono inkjet 
HP DeskJet 500 colour inkjet 


Citizen SWIFT manual sheet feeder 
Citizen SWIFT auto sheet feeder 


Star LC20 auto sheet feeder 
Star LC100 auto sheet feeder 
Star LC200 auto sheet feeder 
Star LC24-100 auto sheet feeder 
Star LC24-200 auto sheet feeder 
Star SJ48 auto sheet feeder 


Canon BJIOex auto sheet feeder 


View centre, monitor stand only: 

A500 & A500 plus version 
A600 version 

Control Centre, monitor stand & shelf: 
A500 & A500 plus version 
A600 version 

Super Control Centre, monitor stand & 
two shelves: 

A500 & A500 plus version 
A600 version 


GENUINE 

RIBBONS 


COLOUR 


512K RAM exp. for A500 & plus 
512K RAM & clock exp. for A500 
1 Mb RAM exp. for A500 plus 
1 Mb RAM exp. for A600 
1 Mb RAM & clock exp. A600 
2Mb RAM smartcard A600 & 1200 
4Mb RAM smartcard A600 & 1200 


Citizen 120D 


Citizen SWIFT series 


Star LC1 Q,LC20.LC100 


Star LC200 


Star SJ48, Canon BJ 


MEMORY 


SIMM BOARDS 


1 Mb SIMM suitable for GVP HD8 etc £21.99 
4Mb SIMM suitable for GVP HD8 etc £88.99 
1 Mb 32bit SIMM for GVP Combo etc £51.99 
4Mb 32bit SIMM for GVP Combo etc £151.99 


PHILIPS 8833 MKII COLOUR MONITOR 

_ 


ROMS & SHARER 


Kickstart 1.3 ROM £23.99 

Kickstart 2.0 ROM £34.99 

Keyboard switchable ROM sharer A500 £16.99 
New! A600 ROM sharer £28.99 

Official Commodore V2.0 upgrade kit, 
inc. V2 ROM, V2.0 disks & manuals £79.99 


CUSTOM CHIPS 


PRINTERS 


SCANNERS 


MICE, TRACKBALLS 


3.5 DISKS, BOXES 


10 3.5 1 Mb bulk 100% certified £4.95 

25 3.5 1 Mb bulk 100% certified £10.95 

50 3.5 1 Mb bulk 100% certified £19.95 

100 3.5 1 Mb bulk 100% certified £37.95 

500 3.5 1 Mb bulk 100% certified £174.95 

Box of 10 branded TDK 3.5 1 Mb £7.95 

Box of 50 branded TDK 3.5 1 Mb £37.25 

Box of 100 branded TDK 3.5 1 Mb £69.95 
10 capacity 3.5 disk box £1 .49 

40 capacity 3.5 disk box - lockable £2.95 

80 capacity 3.5 disk box - lockable £4.95 

500 3.5 disk labels £5.95 

1000 3.5 disk labels £8.95 


JOYSTICKS 


CDTV ROM DRIVE 


Allows your Amiga to play 
CDTV titles and music CD’s. 
Models for 500/+/600/1200 


FLOPPY DRIVES 



Quickshot 11 Turbo 

£8.95 

Quickjoy Jetfighter 

£10.95 

Quickjoy Topstar 

£17.95 

Quickjoy Superboard 

£16.95 

Zipstick Super Pro autofire 

£10.95 

Competition Pro autofire, burstfire 

£12.95 

Voltmace Delta 3A analogue 

£7.95 


CONTROL CENTRES 


Cumana 3.5 inch 1 Mb drive £49.95 

Roctec Roclite 3.5 inch 1 Mb drive £59.95 
Power PC880E 3.5 inch 1 Mb drive £47.95 

Power PC880B 3.5 plus BLITZ £57.95 

Power PC880B 3.5 plus X-Copy . £72.95 


Naksha upgrade mouse inc. freebies £23.99 
Squik quality replacement mouse £11.99 

Golden Image mega mouse £12.99 

Golden Image crystal trackball £36.99 

Zydec trackball £29.99 

High quality 8mm mouse mat £3.49 


Canon 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 


£219.95 

£309.95 

£369.95 

£489.95 


£324.95 

£449.95 


£27.99 

£74.99 


GVP HARD CARD 8, a fll 

| combined hard drive S§|_ 

and RAM board for 52 Mb 
the A1500 & A2000 drive £ 


with no RAM fitted 


279.99 


with 2Mb RAM fitted 


319.99 


with 4Mb RAM fitted 


359.99 


with 8Mb RAM fitted 


439.99 


CITIZEN 


gear* 


CALL US NOW AND ASK FOR YOUR FREE AMIGA CATALOGUE! 



Call our orderline shown 
''zLs' below if you have a 
credit or debit card, or if 
you have any queries 
before you purchase. Be 
ready to quote your card 
number, expiry date and 
your name, address and 
contact telephone 
number. 

OR, send your order into 
us at the address shown 
below, together with your 
personal cheque or a 
bank or building society 
draft made payable to, 
Futuretech Consumer 
Electronics Ltd. Please 
state your requirements 
clearly, along with your 
name, address and 
telephone number. 

FUTURETECH 

Unit 3, Frederick 
Caldecote Street 
MILTON KEYNES 
MK16 0DD 



Pnces and specifications are sucjsct to 
change without prior notification. E & O E. 
Goods are sold subject to avaiiabilty 
and are not supplied on a trial basis. 
Personal cheques require 7 days 10 clear. 
Futuretech ;s ruturetech Consumer Electronics L 
egistered in England). All trademarks acknowledg 




Orderline & enquiries telephone (0908) 211665 open 7 days a week 9am-7pm 

































































































































Not all paint packages are 
alike, as Gary Fenton found 
test driving RPaint. a new, 
completely programmable 
one from MegageM. 


PROGRAMMED 

PAINTING 



Brain 
Capacity 
Of 

Compute 
Owners 
In 

1993. 

(planet Earth) 

PC AMIGA MAC FALCON CDI MEGA D NINTEN SUN 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ABOVE GRAPH IS PURELY FICTIONAL - HONESTLY IT IS! 


can pass variables over 
to RPaint too. The final 
feature worth 
mentioning is the 
screen size which can 
go up to 16320 by 
16440 pixels! RPaint 
can be made to scroll 
the screen which 
extends its use further. 


The idea of a programmable paint 
program sounds very promising. I just 
had to think of the presentation and 
multimedia applications and was 
eager to put RPaint through its paces. 

A quick flick through the manual 
told me how RPaint writes ARexx 
scripts for you automatically as you 
leisurely draw your pictures. Running 
a pre-recorded Arexx script gets 
RPaint to re-create your picture at a 
lightning speed. Alternatively, you can 
directly control RPaint via ARexx 
through your own program or any 
other ARexx compatible program, 
such as CanDo or Scala. 

The theory side is excellent, but 
how does RPaint perform in practice? 
Not very well is the answer. The 
drawing side is almost pathetic. All 
drawing functions are accessed from 
pull down menus which makes it 
annoying if you keep wanting to 
change from one tool to another. This 
should be speeded up by the use of 
keyboard shortcuts, but the object of 
this is defeated by implementing what 


Charting the Amiga dimension on 
RPaint. 

seem to me somewhat absurd short 
cuts. “Amiga 2”, for example, gives 
you a freehand drawing tool, “Amiga 
5” for rectangles and “Amiga 8” to cut 
a brush. This appears rather a clumsy 
way to go about it, if, like me, you are 
used to employing DPaint’s (more 
understandable) style of V for 
rectangles and “b” to cut a brush etc. 

Forgetting the drawing side and 
looking at the ARexx tools, RPaint has 
a lot to offer if you need an easy way 
to create graphics and text on the fly 
under ARexx control. Animated bar 
charts are an ideal application and you 


conclusion 

The version I was given for review was 
an ECS version which doesn’t support 
any AG A screen modes at all. So, 32 
colours in hi-res is out of the question 
and so too are any HAM modes. My 
very last gripe is that the freehand tool 
doesn’t play back properly when it’s 
been recorded into an ARexx script. In 
conclusion, RPaint will only interest 
those with an application in mind for a 
“remote control” paint program, but if 
you are among them then it probably 
has some unique advantages for you 
to consider. 



Landscape Maker 


As any deity knows, you really need full control 
during landscape creation. Gary Fenton tries out 
a program that lets you play God. 


s 


capeMaker 3 is a simple 
to use program which 
converts IFF images to 
Vista DEM landscapes. 
DEM files can be read by VistaPro 
which will render the files as fractal 


landscapes. 

An original IFF image can be 
created in almost any paint 
package. ScapeMaker then 
extrudes your images using either 
Number mode (the first colour in 
the palette has a low altitude and 
the last colour has the highest 
altitude), or Value mode (dark 
colours represent low areas while 
brighter colours are used for high 
altitudes). What you are drawing is 
effectively an altitude map. 

Before conversion, you can 
use a selection of optional effects. 
Your landscapes can be scaled, 
smoothed, cropped, or merged 
from within ScapeMaker. 

However, the program can only 
load IFF images that were created 



conclusion 

ScapeMaker certainly doesn’t, 
provide any thrills but it does 
its job very well. With a bit of 
thought you can actually 





The screen where 
all the work is done. 

using original 
chip set or ECS 
modes, excluding 
EHB and super 
hires. AGA 
images are as 
yet out of 
bounds. But 
MegageM do 
frequent 

upgrades so that 
should come 
along. 



Castles in the air or on the screen - Scapemaker allows the 
creation of dream homes. 


create some very interesting 
landscapes or indeed a castle as I 
have! 


Ratings: Out of 10 

0 2 4 6 

8 10 1 

FEATURES 



EASE OF USE 


SPEED 


□ 

PERFORMANCE 


□ 

DOCUMENTATION 

K 

VALUE FOR MONEY 


□ 

OVERALL RATING 

0 25% 50% 75% 100 


' 


V__ 




INFO 


Price: £59.95 

Contact: Meridian Distribution 
East House, East Road Trading Estate 
London SW191AH 
Tel: 081 5432255 


58 









































































































































SEIKOSHA PRINTERSJ 


Silica are pleased to recommend the high quality range of Seikosha printers, built by a company that is used to 
manufacturing quality precision products. Seikosha are part of the massive Seiko/Epson group with a 
turnover of £6 billion and 18,000 staff! Every dot matrix printer from Silica comes with a free printer starter kit A 
which includes all you need to get up and running with your new Seikosha printer (see below). 


NEW! COLOUR 

24-pin £169 


f 


FROM 

SILICA 


nCI l\/C DV Next day ■ anywhere 
LfC LlVCn Y in the UK mainland. 

HELPLINE 


Technical helpline 
during office hours. 


AMIGA DRIVER Driver with every SL-96 

For extra high quality output. Features include: 

• Definable Cither Routines • Prints up to 256 Shades of Grey 

• 16-point Colour Adjustment • Enhanced Print Speeds 

• Ink Compensation Correction • Full Control of Printer Typefaces, 

• Workbench 2/3 GUI Graphics/ Paper Size, Margins 


With every Seikosha 
dot matrix printer 


STARTER KIT 



Every Seikosha dot matrix printer from Silica comes 
with a FREE Starter Kit, worth £29.38 (£25*vat). 

• 3V" Disk with Amiga & ST Printer Drivers 

• 1.8 Metre Parallel Printer Cable 

• 200 Sheets of Quality Continuous Paper 

• 50 Continuous Tractor Feed Address Labels 
^ 50 Continuous Tractor Feed Disk Labels 


9-pin 80column 192cps 9-pin 80column 300cps 24-pin 80column 240cps 


mm 


Sdikoshsi sp-i9oo plus 



RRP P.149 

SAVE £40 


Seikosha S P-1900 Plus 
9-Pin Dot Matrix 
80 Column 
192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ 
IK Printer Buffer + 2 Fonts 
Parallel Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 144 x 72dpi 
Epson and IBM Emulation 
(Windows compatible using Epson/HP drivers 
included as standard in Windows 3.1.) 
Automatic Sheet Feeder Option 
Auto Paper Load, Paper Parking 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


PRINTER RRP £149 
STARTER KIT £25 
TOTAL VALUE: £174 
SAVING: £65 
SILICA PRICE: £109 


£109 

+ VAT = £128.08 pri^s 


S[ 'K0SHa 


Sp -2400 



RRP PISS 

SAVE £46 


• Seikosha SP-2400 

• 9-Pin Dot Matrix 

• 80 Column 

• 300cps SD, 240cps D, 60cps NLQ 

• 21K Printer Buffer + 5 Fonts 

• Parallel and Serial Interfaces 

• Graphics Resolution: 240 x 144dpi 

• Epson and IBM Emulation 
(Windows compatible using Epson/HP drivers 
included as standard in Windows 3.1.) 

• Optional Auto Sheet Feeder Unit 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 
(Wide Carriage Model Available SP-2415 - 
£219 +VAT = £257.33 PRI8215) 

PRINTER RRP 


£185 

STARTER KIT £25 
TOTAL VALUE: £210 
SAVING: £71 
SILICA PRICE: £139 


£139 

+ VAT= £163.33 p™ 



RRP P1S9 

SAVE £50 


• Seikosha SL-90 plus 

• 24-Pin Dot Matrix 

• 80 Column 

• 240cps SD, 192cps D, 84cps LQ 

• 20K Buffer + 9 Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 

• Epson LQ850 Emulation 

• Windows Driver as Standard 

• Semi-Automatic Sheet Feeder, Paper 
Parking, Optional Automatic CSF 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


PRINTER RRP ... £189 

STARTER KIT. £25 

TOTAL VALUE: £214 
SAVING: J75 
SILICA PRICE: £139 


£139 

+ VAT = £163.33 PRieaea 


24-pin COLOUR PRINTEI 

| 180cps 1 

NKJET 300cps 1 

NKJET 4ppm LASER 



240cps 80 


COLUMN 


RRP £249 

SAVE £80 


• Seikosha SL-96 

• 24 pin - Dot Matrix 

• 240cps SDraft, 84cps LQ 

• 42K Printer Buffer 

• 2 Scalable Fonts + 8 Bitmap Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360 dpi 

• Epson LQ870 Emulation with Colour Function 

• Colour Windows Driver as Standard 

• Colour Printing as Standard (Includes Colour 
Ribbon - Black Ribbon Optional Extra) 

• Friction Feed/Push Tractor 

• Optional Automatic Cut Sheet Feeder 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 

PRINTER RRP £249 

STARTER KIT £25 


TOTAL VALUE: £274 
SAVING: £105 
SILICA PRICE £169 


£169 

+ VAT =£198.58 priwh 



RRP £239 

SAVE £56 


180 CPS 80 COLUMN 

• SpeedJET 200 - Inkjet Printer 

• 50 Nozzle Inkjet Head 

• 180 CPS Draft, 120 CPS LQ(IOcpi) 

• Print Through 2.67 Pages Per Minute 

• 128K Printer Buffer - 3 Built-In Fonts 

• 1 x 1C Card Slot for Buffer Expansion/Fonts 

• Parallel Interface - Graphic Resolution 300 x 300dpi 

• HP Deskjet Plus Emulation (PCL3+) 

• Windows Driver Standard 

• Semi Automatic Single Sheet Feeder 

• Optional Automatic Sheet Feeder - 70 Sheets (£35 + vat) 

• Ultra-Quiet - Less Than 45 dB/A 


PRINTER RRP £235 
TOTAL VALUE: £235 
SAVING: J56 
SILICA PRICE: £179 


£179 

+ VAT = £210.33 pri 8022 



RRP £359 

SAVE £110 


’ CPS O U COLUMN 

> SpeedJET 300 - Inkjet Printer 

* High Capacity 128 Nozzle Head 

> 24K Printer Buffer - 3 Built-in Fonts 

* Large Ink Tank - up to 4.2 Million Characters 

> 300 CPS Draft (lOcpi) - 300 CPS LQ (lOcpi) 

80% Faster Than Most of the Competition 

* 21C Card Slots for Buffer Expansion + Fonts 

> Parallel Interface - Graphics Res. 300 x 300dpi 

» HP Deskjet Emulation PCL3 - (Windows compatible using 
Epson/HP drivers included as standard in Windows 3.1.) 

> Built-in Automatic Sheet Feeder -100 Sheets 
» Economical to Run - only 1.3p per page 

> Ultra Quiet - 46dB(A) Maximum 


PRINTER RRP .... £359 
TOTAL VALUE: £359 
SAVING: £110 
SILICA PRICE: £249 


£249 

+ VAT = £292.58 prison 


LASER STARTER KIT 

1.8m PC PARALLEL CABLE, 
PAPER, 

LABELS. I 
ENVELOPES l 
RRP £29.38 f 



300 


SAVE 

£480 


* OP-104 -4 Pages per minute 

* HP LaserJet IF" Emulation 
(Windows compatible using Epson/HP 
drivers inc. as standard in Windows 3.1.) 

* Resolution: 300x300dpi -14 Fonts 

► Uses Original HP® Font Cards 

* Postscript Emulation Option (Extra) 

* Optional IBM, Epson & Diablo Emulation Cartridges 

* Centronics Parallel & RS232C/RS422 Serial Interfaces 

► 512K RAM - expandable to 2.5Mb 

► Flexible paper handling: Standard paper cassette -100 
sheets, Optional 2nd bin - 300 sheets 

* Cable required: CAB 7500 for PC - £9.95 or CAB 7614 for 
ST/Amiga - £12.95 


PRINTER RRP. £899 

TOTAL VALUE: £899 
SAVING: £480 
SILICA PRICE: £419 


£419 

+ VAT = £492.33 lasbcxm 


Stt-IO* 



THE SILICA SERVICE 


Before you decide when to 
buy your new printer, we 
£/ suggest you think very 

_ carefully about WHERE you 

/(?£ * *vO buy jt. Consider what it will be 
like a few months after you have 
made your purchase, when you may require 
additional peripherals and accessories, or help and 
advice. And, will the company you buy from contact 
you with details of new products? At Silica, we ensure 
that you will have nothing to worry about. With our 
unrivalled experience and expertise, we can meet our 
customers' requirements with an understanding which 
is second to none. Complete and return the coupon 
now for our latest FREE literature and begin to 
experience the “Silica Service”. 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: 

We match competitors on a "Same product - Same price" basis. 

• ESTABLISHED 15 YEARS: 

We have a prnven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M COMPANY (with over 200 staff): 

We are solid, reliable and profitable. 


BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: 

Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 

SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration and training facilities at all our stores. 
THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your requirements are available from one supplier. 
FREE CATALOGUES: 

Will be mailed to you with special offers and full details of 
hardware, peripherals and software. 

PA YMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or nonthly 
terms <APR 29.8% - written quotes on request 1 . 






MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-7.00pm (Sat 9.00am-5.30pm)No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 081-309 1111 

Fax No: 081-308 0608 


CROYDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 


Debenhams ( 2 ndFloor), 11-31 North End, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 IRQ 

it 9.00am-6.00pm Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 081-688 4455 

Fax No: 081-686 4658 


ESSEX SHOP: Keddies ( 2 nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SSI 1LA 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9,30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 7pm 


Tel: 0702 468039 

Fax No: 0702 468039 


IPSWICH SHOP: Debenhams ( 2 nd Floor), Waterloo House, Westgate St, Ipswich, IP1 3EH 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 0473 287092 

Fax No: 0473 287092 


LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm_No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 071-580 4000 

Fax No: 071-323 4737 


LONDON SHOP: Selfridges (BasementArena), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-7.00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 8pm 


Tel: 071-629 1234 

Extension: 3914 


SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm Late Night: Friday - 7pm 


Tel: 081-302 8811 

Fax No: 081-309 0017^ 


To: Silica, AMUSR-0194-84, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


PLEASE SEND A BROCHURE ON THE SEIKOSHA RANGE 




| Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:. Initials: .... 

Company Name (if applicable): 

| Address: .. 


Surname: 


. Postcode: . 

| Tel (Home):. Tel (Work):. 

|__Which computer(s), if any. do you own? .84P j 

E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 





















































































































































test drive 



■ m u 

CanDo 


The popular programming 
package for novices and 
experts has been undated. 
Gary Fenton finds out how it's 
been improved. 


files. Creating a requester window is 
incredibly easy. 

Let x=AskForResponse (“Are 
you going on holiday?”, “Requester 
title”, “YesINolMaybe”). This line 
creates a requester which asks 

“Are you going on holiday?”, 
and displays three possible 
answers for the user to click on. 
Selecting YES returns 1, NO 
returns 2, and MAYBE returns 3. 
You can have as many options as 
you can fit onto the screen. 



There are two new printing 
commands which use your currently 
selected printer preferences. 
PrintScreen prints the current screen 
and PrintWindow prints the current 
window, or area of the window. 

Two new Insert commands will 
type in to the current document either 
the “BufferList” or “PubScreenList” 
(CanDo now supports public 
screens!). 

Another new document 
command is FilterDocument which 
tests each line against a given 
pattern. The line which don’t fit the 
pattern are deleted. Clever stuff. 


V 


jersion 2.51 of CanDo 
features 21 new commands, 
variables and functions 
I compared to version 2.0 of 
the software. The biggest change is 
the inclusion of AGA screen modes. 

All screen modes are catered for, 
from 2 colours 320 by 256 up to 
HAM8 super high resolutions with 
interlace. Although there are controls 
for overscan screens, I can’t get any 
further than Text overscan. When I 
select Max overscan on a non¬ 
interlaced screen, CanDo doubles the 
resolution! It beats me! 


sounds 



By popular demand, CanDo now plays 
MED and SoundTracker type music 
modules. Using “SONG <options>” 
you can pause the music and continue 
playing later on, increase and 
decrease the tempo and play the next 
or previous song in a list. 

SETSONGVOLUME will change 
the volume of the currently playing 
song allowing you to fade the music. 
Sound sample control has two new 
commands which let you alter the 
period and volume of the currently 
playing sample. This gives some very 
interesting results. 


CanDo’s ability to allow you control your programs. 


askfor more! 



AskFor functions let you add 
requester windows, ASL file 
requesters, and Amiga Guide help 


About two months ago I was asked 
to create an interactive football disc 
to run on CD32. I only had two 
weeks to complete a demo disc so 
programming in C or assembler 


Selecting YES returns 1, NO returns 2, and 


MAYBE returns 3. You can have as many options 


as you can fit onto the screen. 



A example of the Options requester. 


was out of the question. 

My only solution was to use 
CanDo and, luckily, it worked very 
well. I believe it was the first, and 
fastest, CD32 disc created entirely 
using CanDo - unless you know 
otherwise. I even had time to include 
MPEG video onto the CD which was 
controlled externally by CanDo. 


what CanDo 
can do 

CanDo is a programming package 
with a major difference. Instead of 
typing in line after line of code, 
CanDo gives you a neat GUI 
(graphical user interface) with a 
tempered barrage of buttons to 
click on. 

Simple programs can be 
created from within CanDo just by 
clicking on a series of buttons. Your 
program can include buttons of 
your own and fields, windows, 
animations, music and sound 
effects. With a certain amount of 
typing you can create very complex 
programs such as databases, paint 
programs, games, Workbench 
applications and anything else you 
can think of. 

Any typing you do to program 
CanDo is quite simple and looks a 
little like BASIC. Included is a built- 
in paint program which can be used 
to create screens from scratch or 
to add extra graphics to the current 
screen. It also features excellent 
animbrush control which lets you 
define a path for the animation to 
follow around the screen. 

Unlike AMOS, CanDo is 100% 
Intuition and AmigaDOS friendly 
and multitasks just like any normal 
Workbench program. Although 
CanDo is very slow if you plan to 
write action games, it’s a fantastic 
tool for easily creating application 
^software. ^ 


Ratings: Out of 10 
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INFO 


Price: £99 (Upgrades: £60 from 
vl.5, £20 from v2.x) 
Contact: Inovatronics UK 
Unit 11 

Enterprise Centre 
Cranborne Road 
Potters Bar 
Hertfordshire 
EN63DQ 
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AUI can be delivered to your 
door. Not only will you 
receive AUI before it reaches 
the shops, but you’ll never 
miss a copy again! 



Please send me my 12 month subscription to AUI at the rate of £ 


I enclose my cheque/money order for £-made payable to AUI Limited 

Please send to: Lazahold Ltd., PO Box 10, Pallion Industrial Estate, Roper Street, Sunderland. SR4 6SN 

or debit my Access/Visa card. No-Expiry date_ 

Name_ 

Address___ 



_ (Please enter postcode to ensure prompt delivery) 

Signed_Date_ 


UK £39.00 12 months 



EUROPE £59.80 12 months REST OF WORLD £96.20 12 months 

RATES INCLUDE AIRMAIL SERVICE 





























The world’s first 32 Bit CD games machine. Amiga audio sound. Upgradable to run Video CD including 
Advanced Graphics Chips. 256,000 on screen colours feature films and music videos* 32 Bit software for 
from a palette of over 16 million. CD (Digital) quality up to half the price of most 16 Bit cartridge games. 




tware titles available before Christmas 

r im ° y ° Ur ™ Can pl *r a "*<> CDs. State-of- 

'ogy. Pri ce only £2999 

c °mplet e with 


games, twice as fast 


any other 
















When it was prophesied that as offices went electronic 
would become paperless, the pundits forgot the human need 
to hold something in your hand, run your eyes over it, carry 
it about even take it to the loo - to read not to use. 
Typewriters had hardly penetrated the home market when 
their keyboards were transferred to computers and suddenly 
printing out your letters perfectly without all that whiting out 
of mistakes; moving text about even changing typestyles, 
became a real possibility to millions of computer users. 

But when machines like the Amiga which offered quality and 
speed came along, printers were still expensive and in most 
cases big, clumsy and not very efficient. And the software 
has improved. Over the last few years, cheaper and better 
word processors and DTP programs have given us all the 
chance to make professional looking print outs - if we could 
afford the machine to put those nicely designed words onto 
paper. 

Now for printers, like computers, prices are falling fast. 
Professional level technologies such as ink jet are coming in 
at lower and lower costs and all at once printing which was 
only available to us at entry levels like 9 pin is now moving 
up to really excellent standards on machines we can not 
only dream about but actually afford to buy. 

In this AUI Special Feature, we are examining the different 
options you have, explaining what to look out for now if you 
are buying your first or upgrading your present printer; 
giving you some tips on getting the most out of a printer and 
even suggesting some best buys. We hope it will make the 
not always easy world of print just a little more manageable 
and give you that much more confidence to Think Print. 


< 


Seven important considerations 
to make before you buy a 
printer. PAGE 66 


EASY ACCESS 

Print jargon explained. PAGE 67 


PRINTING IN GOOD COMPANY 

Big sellers and those who make 
them. PAGE 67 


PRINTER POINTERS 

Dot matrix, ink jet and laser 
printers, the differences and 
how they work. PAGE 70 


i 


TEST DRIVES 

Comparing the most popular 
Amiga printers. PAGE 72, 76, 78 


CONCLUSIONS 

The best printers - price and 
performance. PAGE 78 


























THINGS TO CONSIDER 
BEFORE BUYING A PRINTER 


Before choosing a printer, there are seven important questions which will 
help you in your choice of getting the most effective printer.. 


What standard of 

4 Noise 

If you’re using your 


pictures that their 

quality do you 


printer in a home 


AA chipsets 

need? Be honest 


environment, in a 


make possible. 

with yourself 
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With a 9-pin 

about the quality 


are listening to radio 


printer you may 

you really 


or watching TV etc, 


be disappointed 

require, it could 


printer noise could 


with the printed 

save you 


prove to be a major 


results compared 

hundreds of 
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to what you see 

pounds! 

5 Price 

Buying the 

7 Amiga 

on screen. 

Is a fast printer 


cheapest printer 
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like a smart idea, 
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seconds or 
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document will be 


future? Printers 


buying doesn’t - 

of immediate 


can’t be upgraded, 


think carefully. 

interest. 


if you decide you 


Unless it 



need a better printer 


supports one of 



you’ll have wasted 


the more 

The Amiga offers 


your initial 


common printer 

unrivalled colour 


expenditure. 


emulation’s 

graphics and text 




(Epson, PCL, 

handling facilities, 

6 Resolution 



Postscript, HP 

do you want to 

If you’re the proud 


LaserJet etc) you 

take advantage 
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or A4000 you’ll 


tough time 
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getting it output 

black and white 
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correctly. 

decision! 
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After monitors one of the most useful 
peripherals you can add to your Amiga 
is a printer. If you’re considering buying 
one for the first time AUI here presents 
the definitive guide to Amiga printers. 
But if you already have a printer you’ll 
probably still find this guide of interest. 
Maybe you’re considering upgrading? 
Do you really understand how your 
printer works? Are you really taking 


advantage of your investment? Over the 
next 6 pages we reveal, we hope, 
everything you could want to know 
about printers, unless you work for a 
printer manufacturer you’ll find 
something of interest. Even if you work 
for a manufacturer you should read this, 
and find out how your particular brand 
compares - are you working for 
right company? 


Print in Good Company 


In this round up of printers we examine not just ten of the most 
popular printers for the Amiga, but also investigate the 
technologies behind them, identify which models give the best 
quality printing and which offer the best value for your hard 
earned readies. In short, probably everything you need to know 
before buying a printer and parting with your money. 


Star 


Panasonic 


Ricoh 



Star was founded almost 50 years 
ago in 1947, and was originally 
established as a precision 
engineering company. Now Star is 
one of the leading manufacturers of 
printers, producing some two million 
units a year, the majority of which 
are dot matrix. They manufacture 
printers in the UK, and are the only 
printer company in this round up to 
offer on-site warranty with their 
models. Today their LC range is one 
of the best selling ranges, 
encompassing two very popular nine 
pin models and no less than five 24 
pin variants. In this round up we 
examine three of them, their popular 
colour nine pin the LC100, the black 
and white 24 pin, the LC24-100 and 
the 24 pin colour LC24-20. 

Seikosha 

Seikosha is part of the huge Seiko 
group, a company with a turnover of 
£6billion and some 18,000 staff. 
Strangely enough Epson is also tied 
in associated with Seiko, in one of 
those strange multinational Far 
Eastern associations that no one 
this side of Tokyo can understand. 
Seikosha themselves have been 
making printers since 1973 and 
thanks to some aggressive price 
points frequently come up with 
some best sellers. Their SP1900 
with a street price just creeping over 
£100 is particularly popular, and 
gets the full treatment in the review 
as does their new colour printer the 
SL-96. 


Panasonic is a name that doesn’t 
really need an introduction. Part of 
the massive (with a capital m) 
Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Company of Japan, Panasonic 
makes everything from CD players 
to car radio’s to printers. 

Panasonic has recently been in 
the limelight as one of the key 
movers behind the 3DO games 
console. Here we look at their new 
and popular KX-P 2023 and KX-P 
1170 models. 

Citizen 

With a name like Citizen you won’t 
be surprised to find that this 
printer manufacturer is the same 
company that makes watches. 
Whether this is a good or bad 
thing depends upon your view of 
their watches, but either way 
Citizen have a name to be proud 
of when it comes to quality 
printers. Like Star they 
manufacturer their models in the 
UK, and in contrast to Star’s 12 
months on-site warranty, Citizen 
offer a 2 year return to base 
warranty. Personally I prefer a 
longer warranty to a shorter but 
more convenient on-site 
arrangement, but you may differ. 
Citizen are one of the more 
technologically astute 
manufacturers covered in this 
review. If a new technology is 
announced you can be sure 
Citizen will have a printer that 
features it shipping pretty quick. 


A name that burst on to the Amiga 
last year, Ricoh introduced just 
one model - the LP1200 laser 
printer. This new printer offered 
superior resolutions of 400dpi, fast 
print speeds, 2Mb of RAM as 
standard, the ability to upgrade its 
firmware and all for a price of just 
£699! Recently the LP1200 has 
fallen in price to £599 and now 
comes with a pretty good Amiga 
printer driver. 

Canon 

A name long associated with 
bubble jet and laser printer 
technologies. Canon also have a 
reputation for colour photocopiers 
(great for running off the odd fiver 
when you’re short!). Many laser 
printers available today are based 
around Cannon engines (ie the 
internals of the laser printer) and 
as such they have built up a fine 


reputation for producing solid, 
reliable printers. Although old the 
Cannon BJIOex which we look at 
here is still a very popular ink jet 
printer - especially given the low 
prices its now available for. 

Hewlett 

Packard 

You can’t mention laser printers 
without mentioning HP. HP are not 
only one of the worlds leading 
printer manufactures, regularly 
raising the stakes by which such 
printers are judged, they are also 
the company behind the page 
description language PCL, the 
only real rival to the industry 
standard Postscript. HP Deskjet 
printers are some of the best ink 
jet printer around and here we 
examine the DJ 510 and DJ 550C, 
both favourite models. 


The following lists the actual 

printers reviewed by type 

9-pin 

24-pin Colour 

Seikosha SP1900+ 

Seikosha SL-96 

Panasonic KX-P 1170 

Citizen 224 

9-pin Colour 

Ink Jets 

Citizen Swift 9X 

Cannon BJ-IOex 

Star LC-100 

HP Deskjet 510 

HP Deskjet 550C 

24-pin Black and White 
Panasonic KX-P 2023 

Laser Printers 

Star LC-24-20-II 

Star LC-24-100 

L_ 

Ricoh LP1200 

_ A 
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"Delta Pc SofafMVie *&td 


8 Ruswarp Lane, Whitby, 
Yorkshire Y021 1ND 
Tel/Fax: (0947) 60065 


AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ★ AMIGA ★ STAR ★ 


AMIGA 


A600 Base Pack.£169.00 

A600 Award Winners Pack (4 games).£179.00 

A1200 Desktop Dynamite 60Mb HDD incl Commodore 

Warranty.£489.00 

A1200 Desktop Dynamite 80Mb HDD incl Commodore 

Warranty.£539.00 

A1200 Desktop Dynamite 120Mb HDD.£569.00 


PRINTERS 


All printers include a parallel cable 

Star LC-100 Colour.£145.00 

Star LC24-100 .£179.00 

Star LC24-20 Mkll.£209.00 

Star LC24-30 Colour.£229.00 

Star LC24-300 Colour.£295.00 

Star StarJet SJ-48 Bubble Jet.£219.00 

Star SJ-144 Colour Thermal.£545.00 


MONITORS 


All Monitors include Amiga Cables 

Commodore 1084S Stereo.£179.00 


Commodore 1940 Dual Sync Stereo 0.39 Dot ..£279.00 
Commodore 1942 Dual Sync Stereo 0.28 Dot ..£359.00 


DISK DRIVES 


A4000 214Mb Second Hard Drive.£199.00 

A600/1200 85Mb Internal Hard Drive.£219.00 

A600/1200 127Mb Internal Hard Drive.£269.00 

Zappo A500/600/1200 3.5” External Drivep&p£2£54.95 

A600 or A2000 Internal 3.5" Drives.p&p £2 £59.95 

A500 Internal 3.5" Drives.p&p £2 £54.95 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Genius Happy Mouse inc Mouse Pad ...p&p £1 £14.95 


Anti-Surge 4 x 13amp Socket Block.p&p £1 £18.95 

GFA BASIC 3.5 for Amiga 500/2000 .p&p £1 £9.95 

Sonmax Zip Stik Super Pro Joystick.p&p £1 £12.95 

The BUG Joystick.p&p £1 £12.95 


CHIPS 


Free P&P 

A600/1200 Smartcard FASTRAM 2/4Mb.£129/199 

Kickstart V2.04 ROM for A500/2000.£19.99 

Kickstart VI .3 ROM for A500/2000.£27.00 

Super Denise 8373 (For New Graphics Modes) .£35.00 

1 Mb Fat Agnus 8372 .£37.00 

CIA Chip 8520 .£14.50 


I-—- 

Amiga 1200 Desktop Dynamite 

Wordworth AGA + Print Manager 
Deluxe Paint AGA 

Dennis the Menace AGA + Oscar AGA 

Plus 

International ports Challenge + Paradroid 90 
Cool Croc Twins + Indianapolis 500 

£339 

Hard Drive Systems Available 


Amiga 600/1200 Hard Drives 

80Mb £239 * 120Mb £279 * 170Mb £319 

Prices include collection, fitting and return plus 
new 12 Month On Site Warranty for machine 
irrespective of its age! 


NEW Amiga CD 32 

Commodore's Fantastic CD ROM Console 

£279 


Amiga 4000/30 

PHONE FOR LASTEST LOW PRICES 

Call tor RAM/Disk Configurations 
Mouse + Workbench 3 + Manuals 


(All A4000/1200/600 Prices include Home Maintenance) 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE 17.5% VAT 
CARRIAGE £7 

Prices subject to change without notice E&OE 


500,000 comm ernes 


SURPLUS STOCK SELL-OFF!! 
TOP SELLING GAMES 

FROM ONLY £1.00 EACH 

I AMIGA/ATARI ST/PC/C64/ 

T’. SPECTRUM/AMSTRAP ■ 1 

JUST SEND ONE FIRST CLASS STAMP TELLING US WHAT COMPUTER 
YOU HAVE AND WE WILL SEND YOU A FULL LIST OF AVAILABLE 
SOFTWARE AT PRICES YOU JUST WON’T BELIEVE TO: 
SURPLUS SOFTWARE SELL OFF 

DEPT.3, Nol SATURN HOUSE, CALLEVA PARK, ALDERMASTON, BERKS. RG7 4QW 


500,000 COMPUTER GAMES 


| THIS IS NOT P.P SOFTWARE, ALL GAMES ARE SHOP SURPLUS | 































































RENDALE GENLOCKS 

Do you want to overlay Amiga graphics onto your video 
tapes? 

If you want to do this, and more, you will need a genlock 

Rendale genlocks are designed and manufactured in 
Britain, and will give you a high quality output suitable for 
recording. 

COME TO RENDALE GENLOCKS, 
COME TO THE BEST 

Marcam Ltd, 62 Tenter Rd, Moulton Park, 
Northampton, NN3 6AX. 

Tel: 0604 790466. Fax: 0604 647403 


RESERVE YOUR COPY TODAY! 



Complete this form and hand 
to your local newsagent. 

Please reserve/deliver* this magazine on a 
regular basis, commencing with the next 
issue, until further notice. 

Name_ 

Address_ 


Signed_Date 

* Delete as appropriate 


Distributed to the 
newstrade by 


COMAG 


MAGAZINE MARKETING 


























































technology 

When choosing a printer one of the 
most important considerations is 
which type of printer you should 
buy. By type of printer we refer to 
the basic technology employed to 
get ink to the page. There are three 
types and the type determines 
price, quality and speed. 

The lowest cost printers are 
called dot matrix. These are the 
most common type of printer found 
in the Amiga market and are also 
the oldest technology of printer. 
With a dot matrix printer you can 
print all types of text and graphic, in 
both colour and black and white, 
and the paper used can be multi¬ 
part and continuous, ideal for 
business stationary such as 
invoices etc. However it’s not all 
good news. Printers of this type 
offer the poorest quality of printing 
and are the noisiest. 

Dot matrix printers, like most 
things in the computer industry, are 
named after the technology behind 
them. In their case they work by 
physically punching the shape of 
each letter (made up of a dot matrix 
of pins) against an ink ribbon which 
in turn is pushed against the paper, 
making an impression on the 
paper. The more dots the higher 
the quality as the printer can form 
characters with more detail. At 
least this is true up to a point. 
Unfortunately because characters 
are made from pins being pushed 
into a ribbon, interference between 
pins (as ink spreads) reduces 
clarity and results in poorer results. 
This makes it impractical to have 
dot matrix printers with high 
resolutions, to get high resolutions 
without these problems would 
increase their price above that of 
competing technologies. 

Dot matrix printers started with 
9 pins, 18, 24 and 48 pin versions 
have also all been developed. 
Today however, these have 
whittled down to just 9 and 24 pin 
variants. 

As a side line in the not to 
distant past there was a similar 
technology called Daisy Wheel 
printing. This concept was based 
upon having all the printable 
characters available, pre-formed, 
on a wheel, this wheel was rotated 
to select the required character and 
then punched against a ribbon. 
Being pre-formed the print quality 
from this type was superior to dot 
matrix technology. However, with 
the rise of graphics, different 

fonts and scalpel typefaces it 
became impractical, if not 
impossible, to store all the possible 


variations on a wheel and daisy 
wheel printers gradually 
disappeared. 

Now days, dot matrix printers 
are the cheapest and most flexible 
printing technology available to the 
Amiga user. 

Closely approaching dot matrix 
printers for price are ink jet models. 


CPS: Abbreviation standing for 
Characters Per Second. A 
reasonable indicator to the speed 
of the printer. The more 
characters the printer can print in 
a second the faster it is. The 
higher this figure the better. CPS 
is also only relevant to dot matrix 
printers, ink jet and laser based 
models work on entire pages at 
once. 

Dot Matrix: Describes one 
particular type of printing 
technology - also see lasers and 
ink jet. Dot matrix defines the 
process that forms the characters 
to be printed using this 
technology - for more information 
see ‘PRINTECH” Page nnn. 

DPI: Printers work by depositing 
small dots of ink on the paper, by 
arranging the dots in patterns and 
shapes you can recreate any 
character, letter, number or 
graphic image. The more dots 
you can 

cram into an area the more 
sharply defined and clearer will 
be the print out. DPI specifies 
how many Dots there are Per 
Inch. The higher the number, the 
better. 

Epson Compatible: When your 
Amiga sends text etc to the 
printer it must tell it where to print, 
the style in which to print, which 
font to use etc. Epson, by virtue 
of selling more printers than any 
other manufacturer, set the 
standard method of doing this. 

The majority of software available 
today can correctly control any 
printer which supports Epson’s 
control system. Hence most 
printers offer Epson compatibility. 

Fonts: To speed up printing, 
most printers have the shapes of 
several or more type faces (fonts) 


These printers work in a similar 
manner, with characters being 
formed from a matrix of dots, 
although the ink is squirted on to 
the paper rather than being 
punched. By using sophisticated 
technology ink jet printers are able 
to keep the size of the individual dot 
squirts down to ridiculous sizes, 
which in turn means higher 
resolutions and thus better quality. 
They have several advantages over 
dot matrix printers, apart from 
quality, these being a very reliable 
technology and quiet noise levels. 

Ink jet printers have taken 
approaching 10 years to become 
common place, and are now 
encroaching upon dot matrix 


stored in their memory. The 
computer need then only say ‘print 
this text in this font’ rather than 
describing the shape of each letter. 
Most printers have several fonts 
built-in. 

HP-GL: See Page Description 
Languages. 

Ink Jet Printers: Now the second 
most common type of printing 
technology used by printer 
manufacturers - see dot matrix and 
laser printers. Ink Jet models work 
by squirting ink at the page. See 
‘PRINTECH’ Page nnn. 

Interface: Printers are external 
peripherals, to be used they must 
be attached to your Amiga. 
Surprisingly, this is not done by a 
piece of string! Instead one of two 
types of ‘interface’ are used. The 
interface specifies the physical 
characteristics of the connection, 
the type of plug/socket used etc, 
and so how data is transferred 
between the printer and the Amiga. 
To be used with an Amiga look for 
printers that have a Centronics 
(also known as Parallel) or RS232 
interface. 

Laser Printer: Laser printers are 
another, more recent printing 
technology (see Dot Matrix and Ink 
Jet). Laser printers use techniques 
very similar to photocopies to give 
very high quality, very fast printing. 
They are also the most expensive 
type of printer. See ‘PRINTECH’ 
Page nnn. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION 
LANGUAGES: With laser printers 
entire pages are printed at once. 
Rather than send the position of 
every dot on the page (and as 
laser printers print 300 dots for 
every inch that’s a lot of 
information!) to the printer, special 


printers for the hearts and minds of 
users. 

The last type of printer, and 
coincidentally the most expensive is 
laser technology. These offer by far 
the best quality of print available, so 
good in fact that an Apple laser 
printer (in conjunction with a 
software title) started an entire new 
growth area for computers - that of 
desktop publishing - allowing users 
to produce brochures of a quality 
good enough to be used instead of 
professionally printed documents. 

Laser printers are also very fast, 
producing entire pages at once, 
rather than the single lines that dot 
matrix and ink jet models can 
produce. 


languages have been developed 
which allow the computer to tell 
the printer what to print on the 
page, shapes, size, fill type etc 
and the printer does the hard 
work of figuring out where the 
individual dots should go. This 
allows the computer to finish 
sending the data much quicker 
and lets you get on with your 
work. 

A typical example would be 
the computer saying (in its lingo, 
of course) draw a square, two 
inches wide, half way down the 
page and fill it with light grey and 
the printer would calculate what 
and where actually to put on the 
page. POSTSCRIPT, PCL 5 and 
HP-GL/2 are such languages. 

PCL: See Page Description 
Languages. 

PINS: Dot matrix printers work by 
pressing pins into an inked 
ribbon which is in turn pressed 
against paper, thus making an 
impression. The more pins 
available, the greater definition a 
character has, and so better 
quality. Dot matrix printers are 
defined by the number of pins 
they have. The two most 
common being 9 and 24 pins. 

POSTSCRIPT: See Page 
Description Languages. 

PRINTER BUFFER: When you 
print out, the information and data 
that tell the printer what to print 
are transferred from the Amiga to 
the printer’s memory - held in the 
printer buffer. Until all the data 
has been transferred from the 
Amiga’s memory to the printer 
buffer the Amiga can not resume 
what it was doing before it started 
printing. The bigger the buffer a 
printer has the quicker your 
Amiga will return control to you. 



If you’re new to printers you’ll already have come up against a seemingly 
impenetrable wall of gobbledygook. Here is brief guide to the jargon the experts 
apparently can’t live without. 
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f FROM 
S SILICA 


AMIGA 600 

lemmings pack 


AMIGA 600 

WILD, WEIRD & WICKED 



>ACK 


From December 1st 1993, when 
you buy your Amiga from Silica, at 
our advertised prices, we will give you 
*/ one or more FREE GIFTS The gifts 
include the new Chaos Pack, GFA Basic 
and Photon Paint II a total value of over 
£265. Check the panels on this ad to see 
which gifts come with each Amiga from 
Silica. CHAOS is the software pack of 
the year and is an Amiga Format Gold 
winner. It includes Chaos Engine, Nick 
1 Faldo’s Championship Golf, Syndicate 
and Pinball Fantasies. 

ALL FOUR titles have 
been rated over 90% 
and won the coveted 
Amiga Format 
GOLD AWARD! 

CKiriM c £25.99 

,. E t N c GINE . .... £34.99 

l p^Mjagipc . £29.99 

ALDO’S CHAMPioNSHIP GOLF ■■■• £34.99 

CHAOS PACK 





AMIGA 600hd 

EPIC + HARD DRIVE 


AMIGA S ® 33 CONSOLE 

32-BIT CD-ROM 


’■ AMIGA ' 

fE-p-n 


m 




TECHNICALLY SUPERIOR 




YEAR ON SITE/AT HOME WARRANTY I 

ON ALL CONFIGURATIONS_J 


PLUSI 
■f GFA & 
PHOTON 


£125.96 

£50.00 

£89.95 


^SIC v3.5 - Powerful Basic Programming Language... 

)N PAINT II - Powerful Graphics Painting Package... 

TOTAL VALUE: £265.91 






FREE DELIVERY 

PACK INCLUDES: 

, AMIGA 600. £199.99 

» BUILT-IN 1 Mb DRIVE . 

» BUILT-IN TV MODULATOR .. 

■ DELUXE PAINT III . £79.99 

■ LEMMINGS . 22599 

FREE FROM SILICA (See Top Lett) £125.96 

TOTAL PACK VALUE: £431.93 
LESS PACK SAVING: £242.93 
SILICA PRICE: £189.00 


FREE DELIVERY 

PACK INCLUDES: 

1ms AMIGA 600. £199.99 

BUILT-IN lub DRIVE & TV MODULATOR 

DELUXE PAINT III. £79.99 

MICROPROSE GRAND PRIX.. £34.99 

• SILLY PUTTY. 225 - 99 

• PUSH OVER . £25 " 

FREE FROM SILICA (See Top Lett) £125.96 

TOTAL PACK VALUE: £492.91 
LESS PACK SAVING: £293.91 
SILICA PRICE: £199.00 




PREVIOUSLY ££§?£ 

£189 


INC VAT - AMC 0666 


PREVIOUSLY 

£219 

^ ^rr-r- n A II ACCC 


GA1200 PACKS 


,CE ‘N’ CHASE 


DESKTOP DYNAMITE 


AMIGA 1500 

HOME ACCOUNTS 



, 4VI.. I «°° 1 

1 AS Ml- 




|[a0j 

I YEAR ON SITE/AT HOME WARRANTY 11 

ON ALL CONFIGURATIONS_) 


FREE DELIVERY 

PACK INCLUDES: 

-1* AMIGA 6C0. £199.99 

i BUILT-IN Imd DRIVE & TV MODULATOR 

i 64uo HARD DISK . £179.00 

i EPIC - A SCI-FI ADVENTURE . £29.99 

i ROME • ROLE PLAYING ADVENTURE £25.99 
i MYTH-STOPTHESPREAD0FEVIL . £19.99 
j TRIVIAL PURSUIT • POPULAR QUIZ .. £29.99 

FREE FROM SILICA (See Top Left) . £265.91 

PACK VALUE: £750.86 
PACK SAVING: £401.86 
SILICA PRICE: £349.00 


PREVIOUSLY StSS , 

£199 


INC VAT ■ AMC 0< 


PREVIOUSLY 


£349 



FREE DELIVERY 

32-BIT POWER 


INC VAT - AMC 0964 


£399 


INC VAT • AMC 0 


•The Mega CD (£269) will only 
I work when plugged into the 
Mega Drive (£129), therefore the 
price shown is the total 
I combined price of both models. 
The Amiga CD32, however, Is a 
I standalone system which works 
I without additional units. 


• 32-BIT PUWtH 

The world's first CD-ROM consotetouse 32- 
bit technology. 4 x taster than a 68000 CPU 

• CD QUALITY STEREO SOUND 

• 16.8 MILLION COLOUR PALETTE 

• 256K MAX COLOURS ON-SCREEN 

• GAMES FROM BELOW £20 

• PLUGS INTO A TV OR MONITOR 

• PLAYS MUSIC CDs 

• DUAL SPEED 

Transfers data almost twice as last as 
ordinary CD-ROM drives 

• MULTI-SESSION 

Recognises ALL data on CDs, even it the 
information was added after initial pressing 

• FULL SCREEN VIDEO-CD 11/93 
Via an optional extra module which allows 
vou to watch films on the CD32 - compatible 
with the latest Video-CD standard, endorsed 
by JVC, Matsushita. Philips and Sony 

• 2Mb RAM 

• 11 BUTTON CONTROL PAD 

• 2 FREE CD TITLES 

• OSCAR • DIGGERS 
PLUS FREE FROM SILICA 
LEMMINGS CD WORTH £9.99 

• COMPATIBLE WITH 26 CDTV TITLES 
OVER <5 TITLES EXPECTED BEFORE CHR STMAS 93 


INC VAT - CCD 3200 


AMIGA 4000 

SPECIFICATIONS 


AMIGA 4000 I CDTV ADD-ON 

CONFIGURATIONS 1 FOR A500 or A500plus 


SAVE £300! 






ON SITE/AT HOME WARRANTY 

)N ALL CONFIGURATIONS | 


(l YEAR ON SITE/AT HOME WARRANTY 

j. CONFIGURATIONS 



The Amiga 4000 ‘030’ and ‘040’ are 
available in several RAM/Hard | 
Drive options from Silica (please see 
below). All are fully configured and 
approved and carry Commodore’s 
full one year on-site warranty. 

RAM upgrades are also available 
from Silica. Due to current 
fluctuations in the market, pie 
call for upgrade prices. 



LEMMINGS 

These suicidal critters 
aren't about to take up 
sunbathing, take on the 
ingeniously designed 
puzzles to ensure they 
survive to tell their 
descendants the tale. 


£9.99: 


25mhz 68030.C 


A570 UPGRADE 




REE DELIVERY 

CLUDES: 

gal200 • Nigel Mansell's 
3A World Championship AGA 

E FROM SILICA (See Top Left) 

RACE N’ CHASE 


FREE DELIVERY 

PACK INCLUDES: 
i 2 ms Amiga 1200 • Deluxe Paint IV AGA 
i Dennis • Wordworth V2 

i Oscar • Wordworth Print Manager 

+ FREE FROM SILICA (See Top Lett) 
DESKTOP DYNAMITE 


FULLY 

EXPANDABLE 


P £299 


.“*■£449 


85 CJQQ 

AMC .485 W W 


m £529 


mi £599 


2 0 C*5AQ 

INC MT AMC 1749 


2 64! £499 

INC VAT-AMC 1765 


% 8 ? £549 


2 127IC579 

tNC VAT • AMC 1828 M 


2 209 £649 

INC VAT AMC 1910 


fi PLUSI 
GFA & 

PHOTON 

FREE DELIVERY 

1 YEAR RETURN TO SILICA WARRANTY 
PACK INCLUDES: 

i 1 ms AMIGA 1500 . £699.99 

1 2 x 314’ BUILT-IN lie FLOPPY DRIVES .. 

• EXPANSION SLOTS . 

i PC COMPATIBILITY. 

i VIDEO SLOT. 

For enhanced graphics 

» PC-XT BRIDGEBCARD SUPPLIED .. £100.00 
PLATINUM WORKS SOFTWARE .... £169.95 


[ 1 YEAR ON SITE/AT HOME WARRANTY 

ON ALL CONFIGURATIONS 


FREE DELIVERY 

^ MIPS RATING 

- = Million Instructions Per Second 


Word processor, database, spreadsheet 

• PUZ2NIC . 

> TOKI. 

» ELF. 

> HOME ACCOUNTS . 

t DELUXE PAINT III . 


087 


1.42 


2a. 80 £899 

INC VAT • AMB 3028 ** ) 


2 130 £949 

INC VAT-AMB 3110 


4a. 80 £999 

INC VAT-AMB 3080 | 


4s« 130 £1049 

INC VAT AMB 3120 fc I V~w| 


4s. 214LC1149 

INC VAT - AMB 3214 B B | 


4s 340! Cl 249 

INC VAT • AMB 3340 fc I ■ ■ V | 


FREE FROM SILICA: 


Hutchinsons 
Encyclopedia CD rrp £29.99 
A fascinating and unique 
reference tool comprising the 
complete Hutchinsons 
Encyclopedia. 


SIM CITY 

As the mayor of Sim City 
you take control of the 
police, fire and transport 
departments. You must 
challenge crime, survive 
dreadful weather and 
aircraft disasters. 


£9.99 


INC 


VAT 


i CDPD - 600 Public 
Domain Titles rrp £19.99 

Over 600Mb of Public Domain 
software and shareware. 
Includes word processors, data 
bases and spreadsheets etc., 
games and utilities. 

WORTH OVER £49 



SUPER GAMES 
PACK 

This ultra high action 
compilation is sure tc 
raise your adrenalir 
level. Includes Jailbreak 
Byteman, Deathbolt ant 
Lunar Rescue. 


Ret: CSS 8971 


£9.99 


INC 


4»1540!. £1499 

INC VAT AMB 3540 fcnVWj 


1200 SPECIFICATIONS 

Processor • 14.19 m.-; Clock Speed 
chitecture/2Mb Chip RAM 
OS v3.0/Built-in TV Modulator 
Set/16.8 Million Colours 
t CPU/RAM Expansion Slot 
Smart Card Slot 
eyboard with Numeric Keypad 


• 2)4' Internal IDE Hard Drive Options 
■ 1 Year On-site Warranty 

HARD DRIVE OPTIONS 

• Approved 2.5* Hard Drives 

• Fitted correctly below metal safety shield - does not 
Invalidate warranty 

• Covered by Commodore's Official 1 Year On-Site Warranty 
» Look tor Special Official Upgrade' sticker 


FREE FROM SIUCA (See Top Left) . £265.91 

TOTAL PACK VALUE: £1420.80 
LESS PACK SAVING: £1021.80 

SILICA PRICE: £399.00 


A1200 A400C-030 A4000-040 

The A4000 runs at up to 21 times the 
speed of the A600. 

GRAPHICS: 

► 16.7 MILLION COLOURS 
1 RESOLUTIONS UP TO ^ 

1280x512 and 800x600 


25mhz 68040 


1 


Mb 

RAM 


RRP 

£399 


INC VAT-AMB 1500 


OPEN ARCHITECTURE: 

The A4000 has been designed for maximum 
flexibility providing plenty of room 
memory & peripheral expansion. 

• 4x1632-BIT Z0RR0 III SLOTS __ 

• 3xPC-AT SLOTS (Jgj 

• 1X24-M VIDEO SLOT UTf 


%g£1899l 


6 214 C1QQQ 

INC VAT AMB 4214 fc I V WW | 


6 340 £2149 

INC VAT AMB 4340 I W | 


This Compact Disc-playing add-on 
simply clips to the side expansion port 
of your Amiga 500 and is immediately 
ready to deliver its power. 

• Enables your Amiga 500 to run CDTV software 

• Plays normal audio CD discs 

• Storage capacity equal to 600 floppy disks 

• Transfer time 153Kb/second 

• Compatible with CD + G and CD + MIDI formats 

• Compatible with ISO9660 standard 

• Some old A500$ need modification -canordews 


FOR OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF 
CDTV TITLES PLEASE CALL OUR 
MAIL ORDER HOTLINE OR VISIT ONE 
OF OUR SHOWROOMS LISTED BELOW 


C‘ APPROVED 


ft 525 £2399 

INC VAT-AMB 4540 fchVWWj 


WINNER OF THE 
AMIGA GOLD AWARD 91% 


RRP 


POWER : 

► 1.76m: 3:;’ FLOPPY DRIVE 


RAM UPGRADES 

CALL FOR PRICES 


INC VAT - CCD 0570 


Silica are a fully authorised Amiga 
dealer. We can upgrade Amiga 60C 
or 1200’s with hard drives, for new 01 
existing owners, without affecting 
Commodore’s official on site 
warranty. We offer other upgrades 
and repair service for A500 anc 
A500plus computers. 

UPGRADES & REPAIRS 

• Latest test equipment 

• 20 trained technicians 

• I.OOOs of pads in stock 

• FAST, 48 hour service 

• We can collect (£5+VAT) 

• FREE return courier 

• All work guaranteed 

CALL FOR A PRICE LIST 


SILICA - THE AMIGA SPECIALISTS 


Before you decide when to buy your 
i — * . new Amiga computer, we suggest you 

It - j J think very carefully about WHERE you 

^ ^ J buy it. Consider what it will be like a few 

jO/ months after buying your Amiga, when 
you may require additional peripherals or 
software, or help and advice. And. will the 
company you buy from contact you with details 
products? At Silica, we ensure that you will have nothing to 
bout. With our unrivalled experience and expertise, we can meet 
tomers’ requirements with an understanding which is second to 
Complete and return the coupon now for our latest FREE 
e and begin to experience the "Silica Service". 


MMODORE APPROVED UPGRADES: 
cial Hard Drive upgrades with ICL on-site warranty. 

EE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 
ill hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 

7HNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 
am of Amiga technical experts will be at your service. 
CE MATCH: 

latch competitors on a “Same product - Same price " basis. 

ABL/SHED 15 YEARS’ 

ive a proven track record in professional computer sales 


SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration and training facilities at all our stores. 


THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your Amiga requirements are available from one supplier. 


FREE CATALOGUES: 

Will be mailed to you, with special reduced price Amiga offers, as 
well as details on all Amiga software and peripherals 
PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms 
(APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



MAIL ORDER: 

Order Lines Open Mon-Sat 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 

9.00am-7.00pm (Sat 9.00am-5.30pm)No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 081-309 1111 

Fax No: 081-308 0608 


CROYDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat S 


LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat S 


Debenhams ( 2 ndFloor), 11-31 North End, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 IRQ 

D0am-6.00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 

No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 081-688 4455 

Fax No: 081-686 4658 


SIDCUP SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat £ 


Selfridges (Basement Arena), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 

9.30am-7.00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 8pm 


Tel: 071-580 4000 

Fax No: 071-323 4737 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


Tel: 071-629 1234 

Extension: 3914 


ESSEX SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 


Late Night: Friday - 7pm 


IPSWICH SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 


Keddies ( 2 nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS11 LA 

9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 7pm 


Tel: 081-302 8811 

Fax No: 081-309 0017 


Debenhams ( 2 nd Floor), Waterloo House, Westgate St, Ipswich, IP1 3EH 

9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 0702 468039 

Fax No: 0702 468039 


Tel: 0473 287092 

Fax No: 0473 287092 


To: Silica, AMUSR-0194-104, 1-4 The Mews Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI 4 4DX 


PLEASE SEND A 64 PAGE AMIGA COLOUR CATALOGUE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:. Initials: 


Surname: 


Company Name (if applicable): 

I Address: . 


line 081-309 1111 


Tel (Home): 


. Postcode: ... 

. Tel (Work): 









































































































































































































TEST DRIVES 






Hewlett Packard 
DeskJet 550C 


The big brother HP colour 
printer. In tests the 550C was 
very fast, much faster than an 
other ink jet reviewed, and the 
quality of its output was simph 
staggering. 

Following the HP style the 
550C has a smart, business lit 
design, which won’t look out o 
place at home. Like the 510 it 
has an elegant paper feed 
system and trouble free contro 
system. 

Although expensive for 
Amiga users (although not 
given its specification) the 550< 
is a printer well worth the 
money. 


One of the most popular printers 
available for the Amiga, the 
SP1900+ has proved a tried and 
trusted printer for thousands of 
users and at a price that’s hard to 
beat. 

In tests it gave reasonable 
although not brilliant quality output, 
but scored well given its low price. 
In terms of speed it’s respectable 
producing 192 cps in draft mode, 
which is not really being fast 
enough for offices but more than 
adequate for home use. Noise 
levels may prove distracting in a 
quiet environment. 

It’s design is functional and 
easy to maintain, although a little 
flimsy in places. All in all it’s a good 
printer for the home, and great 
value for money, although not 
suitable for a business. 


Seikosha SL- 


This is a new model and initial 
reactions were very favourable. 
Some time ago, Seikosha released 
the SP1900 and got most details 
right ensuring success for their 
small 9-pin. Seikosha’s new model 
looks like doing the same all over 
again, but this time in the 24-pin 


Cannon BJ-IOex 


Citizen Swift 9X 


A perennial favourite, the BJ-IOex 
is a sturdy, tough and smart ink jet 
and one of the most popular. 

With a resolution of 360 x 360 
its quality is technically superior to 
that of most low priced laser 
printers, which can only cater for 
resolutions of 300dpi. However, the 
inkjet printing system is not quite 
as clean as laser technology, and 
typical prints from the BJ-IOex can 
appear slightly 
blurred, as stay 
ink dots 
congregate 
around the 
characters. 

Having said 
that, the 
quality is still 
superb for 
the price. 


◄ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 70 


A strong all round 9-pin contender, with good scores in all area’s. Quality wise the 
9X delivers good quality colour and black/white printers, and offers very good 
quality printing for its price. 

True to Citizen style the Swift 9X is very well built, nicely styled and very 
functional with an easy to use, clearly thought control panel, paper loading system 
and feeding mechanisms. 

For specifications it is well endowed, with an 8K printer buffer, 3 fonts built-in, 
and resolutions of 240 x 216. For speed this beast runs fast doing 192cps in draft 
mode. Our own testsrevealed it to be very fast, although like the other Citizen printers, 
\V\e C\rizen driver improved \ri\s sWW iurthev. continued on page : 


A fine example of how ink jet 
technology has progressed. The 
510 delivers very high quality black 
and white output at a price not to be 
sniffed at. 

Its paper handling system was 
smooth and presented no 
problems, whilst users controls 
were easy and hassle free. 


Hewlett Packard Deskjet 51Q Hewlett Packard Deskjet 550C 


Although not outstanding in any 
particular area, the SL-96 delivers 
across the board good performance 
without compromising. Its colours 
were a little bland at times, but 
nothing serious, and may have 
been the result of using the printer 
to much during tests. 

A good speed of 240cps, 
resolution of 360x360, 10 built-in 
fonts, and a 42k buffer made this a 
strong contender for over all best 
printer. 


Hewlett Packard 
Deskjet 510 


Seikosha SP1900 




















AMITEK 


Designed to bring you high performance at 
affordable prices AmiTek peripherals offer 
outstanding value-for-money. They are 
also designed and built to ensure easy 
fitting, and trouble free operation - 
making them a pleasure to use. AmiTek 
products are also thoroughly tested and 
are very reliable. So reliable that they 
are pleased to offer a full two year 
warranty on the full AmiTek range. 


AMITEK - FRIENDLY TECHNOLOGY’ 



PERIPHERALS 

FOR 

A500, A600 & A1200 


i 1» EXTERNAL 


FLOPPY 

DRIVE 


FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 

• High quality Sony mechanism 
• Formats to 880K 

• Anti Click as standard 
• Switchable hardware 
anti-virus technology 


2 

YEAR 

WARRANTY / 



The AmiTek 
drive has many 
advantages, see 
for yourself! 

ANTI¬ 

CLICK 

ANTI¬ 

VIRUS 

STRONG 

METAL 

CASE 

QUALITY 

SONY 

MECHANISM 

ISOLATION 

SWITCH 

2 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 

AMITEK 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

ZAPPO 

- 

- 

/ 

- 

/ 

- 

CUMANA 

- 

- 

- 

- 

/ 

- 


On/off switch 
Through connector for 
extra drives 


f ' • Compatible with all Amigas 

' • Robust metal casing and 

small footprint design 

• Power taken from Amiga - no external PSU 

AMITEK EXTERNAL DRIVE 



INC VAT - DRI 1159 


AMITEK 


1, 



The AmiTek 
replacement 
drive is ideal 
for users who wish 
to replace their existing 
faulty internal drive. Every¬ 
thing needed to fit the drive is 
included along with fully compre¬ 
hensive fitting instructions and 24 
months replacement guarantee. The 
AmiTek kit features a high quality 3.5" 
mechanism drive offering uncompromising 
performance at a fantastic price. 


AMITEK 


PCMCIA CARDS 

FOR AMIGA 600 



For sheer easy of use 
and flexibility you can’t beat 
AMITEK’s PCMCIA RAM upgrades. These 
compact credit card sized upgrades slot 
into the PCMCIA port on your A600 or 
A1200, increasing the RAM by 2Mb or 4Mb. 


2md CARD 

4Mb CARD 

£-119 

INC VAT - RAM 6020 

£ 1*79 

INC VAT - RAM 6040 


RAM UPGRADES 

AMITEK FOR AMIGA 500/600 

The following RAM upgrades are XgX 
all trapdoor cards and do not (year) 
affect your Amiga’s warranty. 

A500 - Low cost 512K upgrades, with 
or without 
a battery 
backed 
clock. 


512K • NO CLOCK 

512K • WITH CLOCK 

£18 

INC VAT - RAM 0505 

£23 

INC VAT - RAM 0510 


A500plus - The A500plus has a battery 
backed clock built-in so 
these 1Mb RAM upgrades 
do not need this feature. 


£30 


A600 - iMbRAM 
increase with battery 
backed clock. 


1Mb-WITH CLOCK 


£40 



AMITEK 


RAM UPGRADE 

& MATHS ACCELERATOR 


FOR THE AMIGA 1200 


Maximise the processing power of 
your standard A1200. Be ready for a 
new software which makes more 
demands on Amiga memory and 
technology. The AmiTek Hawk RAM 
expansion includes up to 8Mb fast 32 
bit RAM, the ability to support a 
sophisticated 68882 FPU and a 
battery backed up clock. Built to a high 
standard, this board can be easily 
installed and comes with a 2 year 
warranty. The Hawk RAM board is 
available in 9 pre-configured factory 
installed versions enabling you to 
select the model which best suits 
your requirements. 


2 

YEAR 

V WARRANTY / 


'■h'/jjQj \ 


—" OHLKtD 

°* 32.0,r Ram b CONFIGURED TO: 

4 MbRAM 

***£& E PU 

° ,t ' s *e You* 


Sips* 


20mhz FPU 33mhi FPU 4 


\ .<¥« .,v 


... fo'i. 



W 


• Plugs straight into A1200 trap door - 
No soldering required 

• Upgradeable FAST RAM board to 
1,2, 4 or 8Mb 

• Uses industry standard SIMMs 

• Socketed SIMM for easy RAM upgrades 

• Three types of optional floating point unit 


L4WITEK m 


• 20MHz, 33 mhz or 40MHz PLCC 68882 
co-processor 

• Comprehensive easy to follow manual 
with illustrations 

• Works with all A1200 and A1200HD 
computers 

• Does not invalidate your A1200 warranty 


MODULATOR 

AMITEK FOR ALL AMIGA’S 

This modulator is recom¬ 
mended for users who 
wish to replace a faulty 
external modulator. Everything 
needed is supplied. Like all AmiTek 
peripherals it comes wih an easy to 
follow manual. 

• High quality design 

• Full manual included 

• FREE RF £2S 

cable supplied inc vat - moa 



HAWK 

RAM/Ai 

CCELERATOR 0 

PTIONS 


NO 

FPU 

OH MHz 

£\J FPU 

OO MHZ 
OO FPU 

40 FPU ] 

i Mb 

1 RAM 

£99 

INC VAT-RAM 1210 

£149 

INC VAT - RAM 1212 

- 

- 

O Mb 

C. RAM 

£129 

INC VAT - RAM 1220 

- 

£199 

INC VAT-RAM 1223 

- 

A Mb 
RAM 

£199 

INC VAT • RAM 1240 

£249 

INC VAT - RAM 1242 

- 

£299 

INC VAT - RAM 1244 

Q Mb 
ORAM 

£399 

INC VAT - RAM 1280 

- 

- 

£499 

INC VAT-RAM 1284. 


5VL.IC4 



THE SILICA SERVICE 


Before you decide when to buy your 
new Amiga products, v/e suggest you 
think very carefully about WHERE 
you buy them. Consider what it will be 
like a few months after you have 
made Y° ur purchase, when you may 
V'C T'-' require additional peripherals or software, 
or help and advice. And, will the company you 
buy from contact you with details of new products? At Silica, we 
ensure that you will have nothing to worry about. We can meet our 
customers” requirements with an understanding which is second to 
none. Complete and return the coupon now for our latest FREE 
literature and begin to experience the “Silica Service”. 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: 

We match competitors on a "Same product - Same price” basis. 

® ESTABLISHED 15 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M A YEAR COMPANY: 

With over 200 staff - We are solid, reliable and profitable. 

• CORPORATE & EDUCATION DIVISION: 

Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 


• SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration and training facilities at all our stores. 

• THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your requirements are available from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: 

Will be mailed to you, with special offers and full details of hardware, 
peripherals and software. 

• PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms 
(APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 



imiiniBiitiinn 


MAIL ORDER: 

Order Lines Open: Mon- 


CROYDON SHOP 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sal 9.00am-6.00pm 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI 4 4DX 

■Sat 9.00am-7.00pm (Sat 9.00am-5.30pm)No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 081-309 1111 

Fax No: 081-308 0608 


Debenhams (2ndFloor), 11-31 North End, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 IRQ 

Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 081-688 4455 

Fax No: 081-686 4658 


LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm 


LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 

No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 071-580 4000 

Fax No: 071-323 4737 


Selfridges (Basement Arena), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 

-Sat 9.30am-7,00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 8pm 


Tel: 071-629 1234 

Extension: 3914 


SIDCUP SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 


ESSEX SHOP: 

Opening Hours: Mon- 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI 4 4DX 

Late Night: Friday - 7pm 


Tel: 081-302 8811 

Fax No: 081-309 0017 


IPSWICH SHOP 

Opening Hours: Mon- 


Keddies (2nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS11 LA 

Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Lale Night: Thursday - 7pm 


Tel: 0702 468039 

Fax No: 0702 468039 


Debenhams (2nd Floor), Waterloo House, Westgate St, Ipswich, IP1 3EH 

•Fri 9,30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 0473 287092 

Fax No: 0473 287092 


To: Silica, AMUSR-0294-125, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DAI 4 4DX 


PLEASE SEND A 64 PAGE AMIGA COLOUR CATALOGUE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:. Initials: .... 

Company Name (if applicable): 
Address: . 


Surname: 


. Postcode:... 

Tel (Home): . Tel (Work): 

Which computer(s), if ‘any, do you own?. 
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E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 









































































































































test drive 


Colour me Canon, savs 
Alan Puzev. test driving a 
machine that makes your 
printouts works of art. 



he Canon comes in an 
attractive grey colour that 
matches well with the 
Amiga itself, with a footprint 
of just 16x9 inches. The top and 
front cover of the printer may be 
swung up and the innards revealed. 
This is essential for the changing of 
inks. Swinging up this lid also reveals 
a set of twelve dip switches. For colour 
printing with the Amiga, I found dip 
switches 1,5 and 12 on were ideal. 

On the top of the machine are a 
number of LEDs and five control 
buttons. These are used to set the 
kind of printing, the thickness of 
paper and jet head cleaning. 

Up to one hundred sheets of 
paper, or ten envelopes, may be 
stacked in the delivery section at 
the back of the printer or sheets 
may be fed through singly. 
Continuous paper can’t be used. 

You may have to install the 
print head unit but this is an easy 
operation, well covered in the 
manual. The ink cartridges - cyan, 
yellow, magenta and black - are in 
the head unit and these are easy 


strips before being able to make the 
right decisions. 

After a fortnight’s work and 
around a hundred tests, I’m now 
turning out pretty fine pictures but 
I’m still working towards the 
supreme quality of the print-out 
examples that arrived with the 
printer. 

If you install Canon Studio on a 
hard-drive, all subsequent printing 
parameters are set from within the 
Canon Prefs program. Though you 
can use this with the printer output 
panel of Brilliance or Deluxe Paint - 
in which case Canon Prefs overrules 
most of the Paint program’s printer 
choices - you may decide to use 
Canon Studio. This enables you to 
print from any picture file without 
going into a paint program. 



Bubblejet 6 




The ‘infinite’ adjustments for colour control. 


to replace when empty. This is a 
much better system than used by 
some printers, where the whole 
print head unit is replaced when 
ink runs out. 

Three automatic sample/test 
sheets show you the range of print 
colours, the eight built-in fonts and 
how to speak some French and 
German! 

studio 

Shipped with the BJC 600 comes 
the well-known printing package, 
“Canon Studio” (reviewed AUI 
January 1994). It is capable of 
brilliant things, but there are so 
many permutations that to get the 
very best results, you must 
persevere and make plenty of test 


results 

You will immediately notice the 
crispness of the 360 x 360 dpi 
definition and the clarity of the 
colours. The most obvious colour 
discrepancy is blues on the screen 
image coming out as purple on 
print-outs. This is a common 
occurrence with colour printers and 
can be corrected within a paint 
program or using Studio’s printer 
settings for single colours. 

Depending on the complexity 
and size of the picture, I found that 
whole page colour print-outs took 
up to 45 minutes. Fast, it isn’t, but 
that’s the price of quality. I found 
Floyd-Steinberg the most pleasing 
dither pattern to use. 

One anomaly I discovered was 


that my best results were produced 
on plain paper, rather than on the 
’20p per sheet’ recommended 
coated paper. But maybe with a few 
more weeks’ work I will find just the 
right combination to get those really 
A1 results on the coated paper. 

conclusion 

This is a top notch machine, capable, I 
would judge, of the highest quality 
around at this time. I really like its 
appearance too. Ink cartridge 
changing is a doddle and it’s as simple 
to use as ABC. There is an excellent 
Canon technical hotline for users. 

I also liked the relative lightness 
of the machine, the fact that the 
power cable was detachable and 
the accuracy and smooth operation 
of the paper delivery and reception. 

The only drawbacks are those 
that can be applied to any of the 
current colour printers. It is quite 
expensive at £600 (this price is 
discounted in some stores) - but 
look at what you get for your 
money. There is a lot of learning to 
be done with the Studio interface 
but it produces excellent results. I 
can’t think of a more suitable colour 
printer on the market for the Amiga 
user than the Canon BJC 600. & 


Ratings: Out of 10 
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Photo quality printouts from an Amiga? Just what 


Gideon Overhead has always wanted- 


The Primera won’t 
give you the blues - if 
you want purples. 


It's great to see your colour work in 
print 

transferred onto the printing head, so be 
careful! 

There are 3 types of ribbon 
available. A three colour version which 
contains Yellow, Magenta, and Cyan; a 
four colour version which adds an extra 
black layer, and a monochrome ribbon. 

The three colour ribbon will produce 115 
prints and can use each of the colours 
to produce an “additive” black. As Cyan 
is laid down last, the print from this 
ribbon has a slight blue tint to it. 

For a true black colour the four 
colour ribbon has to be used. The only 
drawback in this is that the Primera has 
to make one more pass to lay this colour down which 
uses up more ribbon. The compromise is that the 4 
colour ribbon will only make 80 prints. The 
monochrome ribbon will produce 400 prints and is near 
laser quality, this is especially good for text. All the 
ribbons cost about £45. 


To print 24 bit images I used the excellent 
TruePrint24 by ASDG. Printing these images took up a 
lot of processor time, in fact, it takes a A3000 3 minutes 
to prepare the image and a further 5 for the Primera to 
print it. When printing actually starts the Primera emits a 
groaning sound, not unlike that of a cat being strangled. 
Perhaps I should include sound in the ratings. 

After the FX, the paper is then fed in and the colour 
yellow is printed to more FX, 
this time the sound of heavy 
grinding. When th yellow is 
complete, the paper is drawn 
in yet again. This is done for 
each of remaining colours. 

The quality of the printing 
does vary from picture to 
picture, and on the whole the 
images look far better on the 
screen. At 203 DPI this is 
nowhere near photographic 
quality but for the price it 
certainly is excellent, and I 
guaantee that no-one has 
seen better from the Amiga. 

On very close inspection, 
the pictures are a little grainy 
and lack some detail but when 
held around 3 feet away they 
all look stunning. We did not 
try a photo enhancement 
process which is said to be 
available but the pictures we printed out are better than 
anythiung we have seen on any other printer at even 
twice or three times the price. And you can print onto 
acetate cells which are supplied for use in overhead 
projectors. 


The Primera cures technicolour 
headaches slowly but beautifully. 


driver 


conclusion 


It is only recently that an Amiga printer driver has 
been written for the Primera. And we believe that 
this review is the first made using the Amiga. It is 
about time an Amiga driver arrived considering the 
amazing graphic advantages the Amiga has over 
the PC. 


At £800 the Primera may seem a very expensive 
printer. But the price/value depends on what you are 
going to use it for. It would certainly appeal to anyone 
who works on the Amiga and would like hard copies of 
work, for example, to show clients. They are far better 
bthan colour photo copies and cost about the same. 
Though for home, the Primrea could be a luxury, 


though a pleasant one, for professional use its stunning 
images will be a huge success. 

It used to be difficult explaining how good Amiga 
graphics are without having one with you. But no 


Starship Enterprise flies into the Primera galaxy. 

longer, you can now take prints of your favourite 
pictures down the pub and astonish all and sundry. 
Some day all printers will give this quality of colour 
reproduction but until then only the Primera - and the 
Amiga - will make it happen. & 


Pictures created by 
Barry (3D) McCarthy. 


Fargo Inc 
7901 Flying Cloud 
Drive 

Eden Prairie 
MN 55344-9848 
USA 

JEummoJ 
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E m hen 1 heard we 

weighing in at a hety technilcolour marvel 

So how exactly doesdhis tecnni okjmate 

print? Well, do you remember the go for 

Wax Thermal Printer • 5Q )t s0 |d hundreds 

the Amiga and only cost aboutE 5 similar 

maybe even th°usan<fc_The^kimate ^ ^ 

system to the Pnmera Thiswasa nou Heat was 

banding which couldn’t be avoided 

The Primera works with a similar system but 
instead of a small ribbon cartridge, it takes a nine inch 
wide roll. This is easy to install by first loading it into a 
ribbon cartridge. 

Easy that is unless 
you load it upside 
down, in which case 


the ink will be 
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Star LC-100 


The 9-pin colour printer market is a 
crowded one, but the other 
manufacturers have had to make 
room for this model from Star. 

Impressive specifications 
(180cps print speed in draft and 
45cps in NLQ mode, 240 x 216 


Star LC-24-100 


f you liked the sound of the LC- 
00, but wanted 24-pin quality, look 
10 further, Star have a model for 
r ou. 

This printer offers the same 
unctionality as its kid brother (or 
ister), but has several 
Tiprovements. These being a 
tuffer sized increased from 2Kb to 
6Kb, print speeds up from 180cps 
o 192cps, two additional fonts, and 
if course a high resolution - 360 
ather than 240. 

Print quality wasn’t quite as 
lood as the LC-24-20-II (see 
•elow) but certainly equal to most 
ither 24-pin printers reviewed here. 
\W things considered this is a good, 
leneral purpose printer, just a 
hame it doesn’t have a colour 
>ption. 

Em 

"his is the shooting Star (hah hah) of 
ie Japanese firms collection. Racing 
ilong at 200cps (210 in fast mode), 
ne LC-24-20-II is pretty fast. Although 
lot as fast as some (the KP-P2023 
rom Panasonic for example) it is a 
ast 24 pin never the less. 

A large buffer of 39Kb as standard 
vith the option to upgrade to 71 Kb 

EZSaUI FEBRUARY 1994 


resolution, 8 fonts, and quiet mode) 
made this a printer to rival when 
launched. 

In our trials the LC-100 lived up 
to its expectations, although print 
speed did fall slightly below what 
was quoted. Given its typical street 
price of around £150 the LC-100 is 
a great little printer for its money. 


Like its relation, the KX-P1170 
has a simple and easy to follow 
control panel which provides most 
of the facilities you could want. 
These controls (such as font/pitch 
selection and paper length) are 
accessed through a combination of 
four touch buttons providing 
relatively easy access. 

Again, an all round average 
printer which would be ideal for any 
monochrome work carried out on 
your Amiga. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 86 ► 


Topping off the two Citizen models 
is the 224. This is a quality 24-pin 
colour model that gained a lot of 
respect when tested out. Its 
smart design, easy and high 
technology LCD control 
panel made it nice to 
use, whilst quality 
output assured it a 
place in the finals. 

In all areas the 
224 scored highly, 
we’ll be sorry to see this 
one go back. 


here 


The Tests 


When w© 33 ^ w ——^ 

r* “Sot" h ° n 

srrs 7 *~ sssr ,o *-*» *- 

use, their advantages (both of th» * d f the techr >ologies in 
feature) and which models give you the 6°?™ e ’ Sewhere »" the 
levels and best performance. ‘> ua %. s P e ^, noise 

on ^ teStS were ca "* d out 

ImageFX version 1.5. T S3mp,e Created •" 

point sizes, and bit map image For sd^h? 3 ™’ t6Xt at different 
externally of any application^;,, P d tests the file was printed 
Which couidus^aKS^SrSr 9 ^ 

(created b n v te Doss, y b? elayS imP ° Sed by 3 PartlCU,ar a PP |ica «°" 

(created by possible pre-print processing). We also ported 

* he ' m r 1° 3 486dX PC ’ W ' th 4Mb of RAM and Printed it from 
them. This last test was done as a backup to check actual printer 
speed, and ensure that a particular manufacturers own printer 
driver was not hiding slow hardware. 

Noise levels were checked use a sound analysis program 
running on a PC. This was done in a bare room, with the PC 
sampling the sound of the printer as it produced the test page. The 
microphone was positioned in three locations around the printer 
(in the same position for every model) and the level compared by 
the software. 

The above tests were measured on a scale and weighted in 
terms of priority (quality, speed, noise level) with the score divided 
to the price. This gave an overall rating of the best printer. Other 
award classes include best quality in each hardware class, best 
^budget, most technologically advanced. 


Panasonic KX-P2023 


Panasonic’s latest 24-pin model 
has a lot going for it. One of their 
“QuietPrinter” range, the KX-P2023 
employs a lot of sound reduction 
hardware and although rated at 
46.5 dB which is in theory louder 
than Citizen’s 240C, it has a super 
quiet mode (in which it slows down) 
of 43.5 dB which puts directly in 
competition with Citizen’s model. In 
our tests there was hardly anything 
to judge between them for noise 
levels. 

The control panel is a simple 
but easy to follow afair and crams a 


lot of features in to a small area. 

Speed wise it was good, churning 
out 240 cps in draft, although our 
tests revealed it to be faster than 
Seikosha’s 24-pin which is also a 
240cps model. One factor very much 
in Seikosha’s favour however is the 
buffer size. The KX-P has a buffer of 
just 14k, compare this to the 42K 
buffer of the SL-96! 

All in all this model is a 
considerable improvement over 
previous models I’ve seen from 
Panasonic and signals a good future 
for the Panasonic brand. 
Recommended - but check out the 
SL-96 before making a final decision. 


should you want it, ensure that this 
model will handle most jobs adequately 
and perhaps makes up for speed 
difference when compared to the KX- 
P2023, which only has a buffer of 14K! 

Quality wise this Star shone 
through (can these jokes get worse!). 
Although it has a pretty standard 
resolution, Star seemed to worked 
some magic, with the LC-24-20 output 
looking very sharp. 

For business or home use this 
model is worth a look. 


Panasonic KX-P1170 


The Panasonic 9-pin printer entry 
offers good, general quality and 
specifications. Speeds of 192cps, 
four fonts, resolutions of 240x216, 
and rugged design, although the 
other Panasonic printer reviewed 
here looked considerably better. 






















CITIZEN 


printers TBMmm 


FREE! FROM SILICA 

• DELIVERY • WINDOWS 3.1 

Next Day - Anywhere in the UK mainland Free Windows 3.1 driver with Starter Kit 

• 2 YEAR WARRANTY • HELPLINE 

(including the dot matrix printer head) Technical support during office hours 

• STARTER KIT With Citizen dot matrix printers from Silica 


24 pin 270 




FREE STARTER KIT INCLUDES: 

• 3'A" Disk with Amiga Print Manager 

• 3'A"Disk with Windows 3.1 Driver 

• 1.8 Metre Parallel Printer Cable 

• 200 Sheets of Continuous Paper 

• 50 Continuous Tractor Feed 
Address Labels 

• 50 ContinuousTractor Feed Disk Labels 


AMIGA PRINT MANAGER V2.01 

For faster printing from your Amiga, with clearer 
images and more vibrant colours. Available free 
of charge as part of the Silica Printer Starter Kit. 
• Improved Image Smoothing • Image Scaling 
• Gamma'Colour Correction • Colour Separation 
• Reduces/lllimmates Banding 


£49 


64cps LQ (12cpi) 

• 8K Printer Bufier 

• 3 LQ Fonts + 2 Scalable Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 
360x360dpi 

• Epson & IBM Emulations 

• Quarter Printing Facility 

• Quiet < 48dB(A) 

• Built-in 50 Sheet Automatic 


• Citizen Swift 200/200C ■ 24 pin - 80 col 

• 2/0cps SDim 216 cps Draft, 72cps LQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer (Mm)+7 LQ Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360 dpi 

• Epson, IBM, & NEC P20 Emulations 

• Quarter Printing and Auto Set Facility 

• Ultra Quiet Mode-43dB(A) 

| • Colour Printing Standard - Swift 200C 
Colour Printing Optional ■ Swift 200 


SWIFT 200 MONO 

.. £259 


RRP. 

STARTER KIT. £49 
TOTAL VALUE: £308 
SAVINS: £149 
SILICA PRICE: £159 


£159 

+VAT=£186.83 - PRI2490 


SWIFT 200C COLOUR 

RRP. £279 

STARTER KIT. J49 
TOTAL VALUE: £328 
SAVING: £149 


£179 


Citizen 120D+ - 9 pin - 80 column 
144cps Draft, 30cps NLQ 
4K Printer Buffer + 2 Fonts 
Parallel or Serial Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 240 x 216dpi 
Epson and IBM Emulation 
Pull tractor & bottom feed 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 

The Citizen 120D printer comes supplied with a | 

parallel interface as standard. If you require a serial 
interface instead, please state ref: PRI 2125 when 
placing your order with Silica. _I 


CITIZEN 120D+ 


RRP 


.. £199 

SILICA STARTER KIT £49 
TOTAL VALUE: £248 
SAVING: £133 
SILICA PRICE: £115 



+VAT=£135.13 - PRI 2120 



• “EASYSTART" Software 
Included + Windows and 
Amiga Drivers 

• Colour Kit Option RRP..£189 

• Optional Tractor, 128K RAM STARTER KIT. £49 

& Serial Interface TOTAL VALUE: me 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit SAVING - 299 


Whisper Quiet 46dB(A) 

• 50K Printer Buffer 

• 1 x 1C Card Slot for RAM, 

Emulation and Font Upgrades 

• 3 Fonts Built-in 

• Optional HP Compatible Font 
Cards 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 

300x300dpi 

• HP Deskjet Plus 
(PCL3+) Emulation 

• Low Running Costs - Replace RRR 

Ink Cartridge Only p R ^ CABLE 

• Auto Sheet Feeder (70 
Sheets) 

• Includes Windows 3.1 Driver 

• 2 Year Warranty 



Citizen Swift 240/240C - 24 pin - 80 column 
300cps SD (iscpi), 240 cps Draft, 80cps LQ 
8k Printer Bufier - 40K maximum 
9LQ Fonts + 2 Scalable Fonts i8-40pts) 

Font Cartridge Slot - for plug in ‘style’ fonts 
Parallel Interface 

Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 
Epson, IBM, NEC P20 & CEL Emulations 
Quarter Printing Facility 
Auto Set Facility - Bi-directional l/F, 

Auto Emulation Detection 
Ultra Quiet Mode -43dB(A) 

Colour Printing Standard - Swift 240c, 
Colour Printing Optional - Swift 240 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


SWIFT 240C COLOUR 

RRP. £359 

STARTER KIT. _£49 
TOTAL VALUE: £408 
SAVING: £199 
SILICA PRICE: £209 


£209 

+VAT=£245.58 - PRI 2571 


• Citizen Swift 90 - 9 pin - 80 column 

• 240cps SD (lOcpi) 192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer 

• 6 Fonts Built-in 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 240 x216dpi 

• Epson and IBM Emulation 

• Auto Set Facility 

• Ultra Quiet Mode - 45dB(A) 

• Advanced Paper Handling 

• Colour Printing Standard - Swift 90c 
Colour Printing Optional - Swift 90 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


SWIFT 90C COLOUR 

RRP__ £219 

STARTER KIT. _£49 
TOTAL VALUE: £268 
SAVING: £129 
SILICA PRICE: £139 



NEW! THERMAL 126cps 80 column _ witi£ COLOUR 

OPTION 


TOTAL VALUE: £ 
SAVING: i 
SILICA PRICE: £ 


► Citizen Portable Notebook Printer II 

• Non-Impact Thermal Transfer Technology 
» Very Small and Light - Only 1.02Kg 

• 60 Element Print Head 

• Fast LQ Output - 126 cps (12cpi) 

• 18K Printer Buffer/5 Fonts 
»Parallel Interface 

» Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 

• Epson, IBM, NEC and Citizen Emulations 

• Drivers for MS Windows 3.1, 

MS Word and WordPerfect 


• Autoset & Quarter Print Facilities 

• Ultra Quiet -46dB(A) 

• Prints on Standard Office Paper 

• Built-in Auto Sheet Feeder - 5 Sheets 

• Friction, Rear and Bottom Paper Feeds 

• Optional Colour Printing 

’Presentation ’ - Colour Highlights & 
’Artist’ - Full Colour Ribbons Available 

• Options: Carry Case, 30 Sheet ASF, 
NiCad Battery, Car Battery Adaptor 

• 2 Year Warranty 


TOTAL VALUE: £349 
SAVING: £100 
SILICA PRICE: £249 


12491 

+VAT=£292 58 - PRI 2104 L_ 




THE SILICA SERVICE 


Before you decide when to 
buy your new printer, we 
~ £)/ suggest you think very 

carefully about WHERE you 
' 'Cf fO buy it. Consider what it will be 
like a few months after you have 
made your purchase, when you may require 
additional peripherals and accessories, or help and 
advice. And, will the company you buy from contact 
you with details of new products? At Silica, we ensure 
that you will have nothing to worry about. With our 
unrivalled experience and expertise, we can meet our 
customers’ requirements with an understanding which 
is second to none. Complete and return the coupon 
now for our latest FREE literature and begin to 
experience the "Silica Service". 

• FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: 

On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 

A team of technical experts will be at your service. 

9 PRICE MATCH: 

We match competitors on a "Same product - Same price” basis. 

• ESTABLISHED 15 YEARS: 

We have a proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• PART OF A £50M COMPANY Mth over200statt,: 

We are solid, reliable and profitable. 


• CORPORATE & EDUCATION DIVISION: 
Volume discounts are available. Tel: 081-308 0888. 

• SHOWROOMS: 

We have demonstration anc training facilities at all our stores. 

9 THE FULL STOCK RANGE: 

All of your requirements are available from one supplier. 

9 FREE CATALOGUES: 

Will be mailed to you with special offers and full details of 
hardware, peripherals and software. 

9 PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly 
terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request) 



MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-309 1111 

Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-7.00pm (Sat 9.00am-5.30pm)No Late Night Opening Fax No: 081-308 0608 


CROYDON SHOP: Debenhams ( 2 ndFloor). 11-31 North End, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 IRQ 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm_Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 081-688 4455 

Fax No: 081-686 4658 


LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30an--6.00pm_ No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 071-580 4000 

Fax No: 071-323 4737 


LONDON SHOP: Selfridges (BasementArena). Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-7.00pm_Late Night: Thursaay - 8pm 


Tel: 071-629 1234 

Extension: 3914 


SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm_ Late Night: Friday - 7pm 


Tel: 081-302 8811 

Fax No: 081-309 0017 


ESSEX SHOP: Keddies ( 2 nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SSI 1LA 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm)Late Night: Thursday - 7pm 


Tel: 0702 468039 

Fax No: 0702 468039 


IPSWICH SHOP: Debenhams (2nd Floor), Waterloo House, Westgate St, Ipswich, IP1 3EH 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm) Late Night: Thursday - 9pm 


Tel: 0473 287092 

Fax No: 0473 287092 


To: Silica, AMUSR-0294-55, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 


PLEASE SEND A BROCHURE ON THE CITIZEN RANGE 




Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: 


Initials:. Surname: 


Company Name (if applicable): 
Address: . 


. Postcode: . 

| Tel (Home):. Tel (Work): . 

I Which computer(s), if any, do you own? .55Y j 

E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 



















































































































































When unveiled last year the LP1200 
created quiet a stir, with its 400dpi 
resolution, fast print speeds, and 
2Mb RAM as standard. Since then 
however the laser printer market has 
moved quickly. Lasers have fallen in 
price rapidly in the last couple of 


You may have decided which 
printer technology to go for, maybe 
even the actual printer, but before 
you go ahead and abuse your credit 
card you should check if it can be 
used with the Amiga. 

Amiga software applications 
control printers in a pretty much 
standard way. This being that a 
particular application uses a control 
program, known as a printer driver, 
this is stored externally to the 
program. The Amiga operating 
system has a whole range of 
common printer ‘drivers’ supplied 
with it. Before you print you tell the 
Amiga which printer you have 
(choosing from a list of the drivers 
installed) and then whenever you 
print, each application loads the 
chosen driver and uses it to control 
the printer. With many of the 
printers reviewed here you will 
receive a disk which contains a new 
driver for correctly controlling and 
exploiting them. Citizen, Seikosha 
and Panasonic all have dedicated 
Amiga drivers available. With 
Citizen and Seikosha you get these 
drivers free from most dealers, with 
Panasonic you have to call a 
special Freephone number and an 
Amiga driver will be sent to you. 

Although printers without a 


months and HP’s new 600dpi 
models although more expensive 
have taken some of the limelight off 
of Ricoh’s 400dpi. 

All things considered however 
the LP1200 is still one of the best 
laser printers available for Amiga 
owners. The quality of output from 
this model is simply superb. 400dpi 
may not sound a lot over 300dpi, 
but it does actually make a 
considerable difference. Even more 
so now that a dedicated Amiga^ 
printer driver is now available which 
can take advantage of this mode. 


dedicated Amiga driver will still 
probably still work, especially if they 
are compatible with one of the 
many printer drivers supplied as 
standard with the Amiga operating 
system, you should consider that 
you may not get the best out of 
them. 

Assuming you’ve got a printer, 
have set it up correctly and have an 
appropriate driver installed what 
other problems or for that matter 
advantages should you be aware 
of? 

Well, for starters if you are lucky 
enough to have a laser printer you 
should check that the driver being 
used is set to use the maximum 
possible resolution of the printer. 
Most low cost laser printers have a 
resolution of 300dpi, but some, 
notably the Ricoh LP1200 have 
400dpi and some, ie the higher 
priced new HP range, support 
resolutions as high as 600dpi. 
Unless you have set the printer 
driver to use these higher 
resolutions you won’t be using your 
printer to its full and will be wasting 
your money. 

The same can also be said of 
colour printers. Just because you 
have a printer that can print in 
colour, it doesn’t mean it will do so. 


Speed wise the LP1200 is 
officially rated at 6ppm, but using a 
straight paper path and a rise based 
processor it actually achieves 
slightly faster speeds. In one 
graphic test we measured it 
clocking approaching 8ppm! A point 
of interest is Ricoh’s page layout 
language, called ‘LAYOUT’. This is 
*a language which allows you to 
create forms etc tell the printer to 
create them in a special language 
of its own. Nothing special about 
this you say, Postscript and PCL 
have done this for years. Yes, true, 


Unless the printer driver has been 
told to print in colour, and the 
application you are using supports 
colour, you’ll have a black and 
white (possibly worse) output. 

You should also be aware of 
margins. Whilst all the printers 
reviewed here print on A4 sized 
paper, it doesn’t mean you can print 
to the entire width and height of the 
page. Many printers, particularly 
laser printers, have an area, 
typically half an inch, around the 
edge of the paper that they can’t 
print on! This area is used to grip 
the paper as it makes its way 
through the mechanism and it is 
physically impossible to print in this 
area. If you’re thinking of printing 
your own letter head consider this 
before spending your money! 

Talking of paper, you should 
also check that the weight of the 
paper you intend to use presents no 
problems for the printer 
mechanism. Labels also can 
frighten the life out some printers - 
labels are as scary to a laser printer 
as mice are to Elephants - they go 
in, get stuck and don’t come out! 
Whilst not a problem for most 
Amiga users, if you want to use 
heavier than 80gsm paper or labels 
check first! 


but the speed with which the 
LP1200 can print forms created in 
LAYOUT is simply stunning. In an 
example we saw running LAYOUT 
left both Postscript, PCL 5 and 
application created pages standing. 
It’s a pity Amiga software vendors 
don’t take advantage of this facility 
and provide LAYOUT compatible 
drivers! 

Summing up this printer is easy, 
although expensive (for Amiga 
owners) it is by far one of the best 
lasers available in its price range 
and highly recommended. 


conclusions 

Printing has come a long way in 
the last year. Where there used 
to be clear division lines in both 
quality and price between dot 
matrix, ink jet and lasers there is 
now a dirty smudge. Ink jets and 
the quality they bring with them 
are now appearing at under 
£200, whilst top of the range dot 
matrix models now rival ink jets 
for quality. Laser printers in the 
mean time are falling in price 
every day. But even after these 
considerations are taken into 
account there are still some 
clear winners. 

The best overall printer in the 
Amiga market today is, by a 
clear margin, the Citizen 224. 

Good all round performance, 
great quality, high quality build 
and reasonable price make this 
a classic example of good 
engineering and sensible 
features. 

The best budget model is 
another clear choice. The 
Seikosha SP1900 Plus at just 
£129 is great value for money. 
Reasonable performance and 
okay quality make this a good 
printer at a price to be 
remembered. 

The vote for the most 
technologically advanced printer 
caused us some problems. Ink 
jets offer increasingly 
sophisticated technology, yet the 
Ricoh LP1200 employs some 
very novel concepts but the 
LP1200 is also getting on over a 
year old, so they couldn’t really 
be defined as advanced 
anymore. In the end however, 
we opted for the LP1200. 

Although old, its upgradable 
firmware, flash ROM and high 
speed page layout language 
‘LAYOUT’ continue to make the 
LP1200 an advanced printer. 

Best Colour Printer, an 
award especially relevant on the 
Amiga given the power of its 
colour graphics capabilities goes 
to the Citizen 224. In terms of 
colour definition the 224 offers 
great output. 

Special mentions go to the 
Hewlett Packard 550C for great 
quality, The and the Panasonic 
KX-P2023 for good all round 
performance. 

_ j 


The Specs 


Model 

Price 

Colour 

Amiga 

Driver 

Pins 
or type 

Speed 

(draft) 

Resolution 
(in dpi) 

Buffer 

Star LC100 

£135 

Y 

Y 

9 pin 

180cps 

240 

8k 

Star LC24-100 

£169 

N 

Y 

24 pin 

192cps 

360 

8k 

Star LC24-20 

£199 

N 

Y 

24 pin 

210cps 

360 

8k 

Seikosha SP1900 

£128 

N 

Y 

9 pin 

192cps 

144 

Ik 

Seikosha SL-96 

£198 

Y 

Y 

24 pin 

192cps 

360 

42k 

Panasonic KX-PD2023 

£220 

N 

Y 

24 pin 

160cps 

360 

14k 

Panasonic KX-P1170 

£120 

N 

Y 

9 pin 

160cps 

240 

6k 

Citizen Swift 9X 

£245 

Y 

Y 

9 pin 

192cps 

240 

8k 

Citizen Swift 224 

£240 

Y 

Y 

24 pin 

192cps 

360 

8k 

Rioch LP1200 

£726 

N 

Y 

laser 

8ppm 

400 

2Mb 

Cannon BJIOex 

£269 

N 

N 

inkjet 

110cps 

360 

37k 

HP DJ510 

£299 

N 

N 

inkjet 

3ppm 

300 

16k 

HP DJ550C 

£500 

Y 

N 

inkjet 


300 

80k 
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33 Ormskirk Rd, 
Preston, Lancs, 
PR1 2QP 

Ladbroke Computing 
International are one of the 
longest established home computer dealers in 
the U.K. We have developed an extensive 
customer service policy which involves testing 
of all hardware prior to despatch to ensure that 
goods arrive in working order, offering free 
advice and support over the phone and 
keeping customers informed. Although our 
prices are not always the cheapest we do 
endeavour to offer consistently good service 
and backup. 

All prices/specifications are correct at copy date 
10/12/93 (while stocks last), and are subject to 
change without prior notice. All prices include 
VAT but exclude delivery. 

How to Pay 

You can order by mail Cheques/Postal Orders 
made payable to Ladbroke Computing. Or give 
your credit card details over the phone. 

: - 

Delivery 

Postal delivery is available on small items 
under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details). 
Add £7 for courier delivery. Next working day 
delivery on mainland UK subject to stock (£20 
for Saturday delivery). 


Open Mon-Sat 9.30am to 5.00pm. 
Ladbroke Computing Ltd trading as Ladbroke 
Computing International. 

Fax: (0772) 561071 
Tel: 9am-5.30pm (5 Lines) 

m 
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Star 

Star LC100 Colour £149.00 

Star LC24/100 Mono £179.00 

Star LC24/30 Colour £249.00 

• Built in 55 sheet feeder 

• 24 Pin Colour 

Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £210.00 
Star SJ144 £549.00 


• Thermal max transfer colour 
printer 

• 144 element head 

• Glossy colour output 

• 360 dpi resolution 


Citizen 


Citizen Swift 240 Colour 

£270.00 

Citizen Project 

£209.00 

Hewlett Packard 


HP Deskjet 510 

£299.00 

HP Deskjet 310 

£239.99 

Lasers 


Ricoh LP 1200 

£699.00 


Add £3 for Centronics cable 
and £7 for next working day 
courier delivery. 



• Quantum SCSI Hard drive 

• Ultra fast 11 ms access 

• Up to 8Mb RAM on board 

• 2 year warranty 


SPECIAL OFFER 

127MB NO RAM 
£299 

52MB NO RAM 
£230 


2MB SIMM Upgrade £59.99 

4Mb SIMM Upgrade £119.99 


I ila* or 

• 16MHz 286 PC Emulator 

• Norton rating 15 

• Plugs into GVP II HD’s 

GVP PC-286 Emulator £89.00 
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• Quantum SCSI Hard drive 

• 40MHz 68030 Accelerator 

• FPU expansion slot 

A530 42Mb £389.00 

A530 80Mb £489.00 


SPECIAL OFFER 

A530 170MB 
£579 

A530 240MB 
£659 



• Video processor provides real 
time software control of brightness, 
contrast, saturation, hue, 
sharpness, filtering, gain etc. 

• Audio processor with two audio 

inputs, software switchable or 
mixable, with software control of 
Volume, Bass and Treble effects. 
G-Lock Genlock £284.00 



• Plugs into internal IDE 
expansion 

• Ribbon cable exits through 
PCMCIA slot 

• Warning fitting voids warranty 

170Mb £249 

Phone for higher capacities. 



Amiga A600 Lemmings 

Pack £184.99 

Includes A600 with 1Mb RAM, 
Lemmings 

Amiga 600 Wild, Weird 

and Wicked Pack £194.99 

Includes A600 with Pushover, 
Microprose Grand Prix, Putty and 
Deluxe Paint III 

A1200 Race & Chase £289.99 

Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM. 
Trolls and Nigel Mansell 
A1200 Desktop Dynamite £339.99 
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM, 

Digita Wordworth, Digita print 
manager, Deluxe Paint IV, Dennis, 
Oscar 

Amiga CD32 £289.99 

2Mb RAM. Dual Speed CD ROM. 
Multi session, plays music CD’s, 
256000 colours on screen, includes 
2 games Oscar and Diggers. 

Amiga 4000 030 £999.00 

Includes A4000, 030 processor, 

2Mb Chip RAM, 80Mb Hard drive. 



• 290 dpi resolution 

• 2 Microswitched buttons 

• Opto/Mechanical mechanism 

• Switchable between Amiga/ST 

• Direct Mouse Replacement 

Speed Mouse 

£ 11.99 

Amiga Trackball £24.99 



• 880K formatted capacity 

• Double sided, Double density 

• Through port 

Cumana CAX 354 £54.99 

Amiga 500 internal drive £49.99 



A500 512K upgrade 

£ 14.99 

A500+ 1Mb upgrade 

£ 19.99 

A600 1Mb 

£ 24.99 

Plugs straight into A600 trap door 
compatible with A600, A600HD 

m°c° ,e,ato ' 

• 40MHz 68030 accelerator 

• Makes your Amiga 1200 run 
over 7 times quicker. 

• Allows up to 32Mb RAM 

• Optional FPU 

A1230/0Mb/No FPU £239.00 

A1230/4Mb/No FPU £379.00 

A1230/4Mb/68882 FPU £479.00 



Philips 8833 MKII £199.99 

Includes 12 Months on site warranty 
(Mainland UK) 

Samsung C13352X £179.99 

14" SCART input TV with remote 
control and on screen display 
(requires SCART cable for high 
quality display) 

Samsung Cl 5322X £249.99 

20" TV with SCART input for high 
quality display of computer output. 
Features remote control, on screen 
displays, Auto tuning 
Microvitech 1440 £399.99 

The Microvitec 1440 is a multisync 
monitor compatible with the A1200. 
Includes setup memory for different 


resolutions. 

Colour SVGA Monitor £229.99 

High quality Colour SVGA Monitor 
.28 dot pitch. 

A1200 VGA adaptor £14.99 

Falcon VGA Adaptor £9.99 

Philips SCART to Amiga £9.99 
8833 MKII to Amiga £9.99 



• 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central 
Processor, 16MHz Blitter, 

32MHz 56001 Digital Signal 
Processor 

• 1.44Mb 3.5" Floppy, up to 14Mb 
RAM. Displays 65536 colours 
from 262144 palette 

• 8 Channel, 16 bit, high quality 
Stereo sound sampling 

FALCON 1 Mb No HD £499.00 
FALCON 4Mb No HD £699.00 
FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD £799.00 
FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD £899.00 
FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD £999.00 
Falcon Screen Blaster £89.00 



Our Service department can repair 
Amiga's in minimum time at competitive 
rates. We can arrange for courier pickup 
and return delivery of your machine to 
ensure it's safety. We even have a 
same day service which will ensure your 
machine is given priority and subject to 
fault, completed the same day. We offer 
a Quotation service for £15 for which we 
will examine your machine and report 
back with an exact price for repair. If 
you do not wish to go ahead with the 
repairs then just pay the £15. However if 
you do go ahead then the charge is 
included in the minimum charge. Please 
note: The minimum charge covers 
labour, parts are extra. 


Quotation service £15.00 

Min repair charge £35.25 

Courier Pickup £11.00 

Courier Return £7.00 

Same day service £15.00 
























OK, here is a puzzle for you to ponder 
on. What is the connection between a 
loaf of bread, a pig, and a lump of coal? 
Or have you heard the one about a load 
of old granite, a knight and a forest 
ranger? To complete the mix, how 
about putting 64,000 little people on the 
screen at the same time? The answers 
lie in a game that has reduced even the 
most cynical of 
software reviewers 
to a total state of 
open-eyed awe 
and the lack of 
sleep through 
constant playing 
and playing and 
playing. 

The Settlers is 
an awesome piece 
of programming 
that could only 
have been 
achieved by 
creative talent of 
the highest order. 

So often good 
exciting ideas are 
ruined through 
poor or rushed 
coding with no real 
thought given to 
the player. Many times the grandiose 
plans just haven’t worked because the 
size of the program highlighted 
limitations in computer processing 
speed. 

Blue Byte over the last two years 
have lovingly crafted a masterpiece that 
has been well worth the wait. The user 
interface is a joy to behold, the graphics 
stunning, the manual, though hefty is 
refreshingly easy to read and the whole 
plan has been to enable you to enjoy 
the game at any level you choose to 
play it at. 

Forget all the other ‘God’ games, 
Populous et al, The Settlers has broken 
new programming ground and will be 
the benchmark in years to come for any 
up and coming software writer. 

The game creates a brand new 
world for you within which you develop 
a township that not only has to thrive 
and expand but must be able to defend 
itself from attack and ultimately go out 
and become the sole surviving 
community in the land. 

From a barren start, where all you 
have is miles and miles of mountains, 
valleys, deserts, fertile plains and lakes, 
you must choose the location most 
suited to your needs and plant your 
castle. The mountains provide a 
valuable source of mining riches like 
gold, iron and coal, the lakes give you 
fish to eat and offer an alternative mode 
of transport and the valleys offer 
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protection from attack. You then witness 
each and every stage of development. 
From the grading of the ground, the 
wooden scaffolding of the buildings to 
the finished buildings. 

The workers, your loyal population, 
run around with stacks of wood and 
stones in their arms, the baker kneads 
the dough and bakes the bread and the 


joiner saws up the wood. In fact there 
are over 20 professions at work in your 
town all linked by paths and served by 
carriers who transport the raw materials 
to be processed, refined and fabricated 
into workable items. 

Much of the programming time was 
spent teaching the computer the basic 
facts of running an economic system. 
This involves control of production 
compared to supply and demand and 
the supervision of transport systems. 

For example, if a windmill is located 
next to a farmer, the program has to first 
find out if the windmill has the capacity 
to process the corn, otherwise it has to 
transport it to another place. Providing 
of course that there is a road to get it 
there. 

It will handle the execution of your 
decisions and command your numerous 
settlers. The little men will cut down 
trees, build houses, work in the mines, 
construct weapons and tools, dispatch 
construction materials in the places 
where they are needed, defend their 
castles against enemy knights, and 
provide miners with food. The computer 
is doing everything that the player isn't, 
which is a remarkable job controlling not 
only the economic and military interests 
of the player's environment but also all 
the computer generated players and 
their environments as well, totalling 
some 64,000 little people at the same 
time without slowing down at all!! 



Riding off into the sunset. 




A clean fresh start as the new day dawns. 




VERDICT 


GRAPHICS 97% 


SOUND 80% 


GAMEPLAY 98% 


Although the game is driven by an 
economic model of supply and demand, 
the real game lies in constructing a 
prosperous and well organised city that 
is self sufficient. Simple huh? It is better 
explained if you tackle the problems 
from the end of the game backwards! 

In order to conquer all the enemy 
castles (and win!) you will need many 
knights. To keep their morale up you will 
need gold, and for their weapons, iron 
and coal. These raw materials can be 
mined, providing you prospect in the 
right places by sending out geologists to 
take samples. Once your mines are 
built, you must keep your miners fed, 
and the raw materials must be melted in 
a foundry. 

The food supply is provided by the 
fishermen and the farmers, but they 


The intro has excellent images 
need tools as do all the other workers. 
These are made by smithies. To build 
huts, houses, farms, and castles you 
need basic construction materials like 
wood provided by the lumberjacks and 
finished through sawmills and stone 
hacked out of granite through quarries 
and stonecutters. 

The lumberjacks can only work if 
there are trees to cut down, and lets 
face it forests do not last forever do 
they, so appointing forest rangers to 
plant trees is a good idea. Similarly, 
farmers need to plant wheatfields and 
supply the mills, which in turn supply the 
baker with flour. 


Attention to detail is astounding, 
there are ranks amongst the knights, 
second class corporals, lieutenants and 
captains, and the miners strike if they 
are not fed sufficiently and parade up 
and down the outside of their mine 
waving placards! 

The game can be played on a 
number of levels depending on your 
mood and ability, with over 50 missions 
to tackle with 10 additional training 
missions to get you going. One or two 
players against each other or the 
computer, and a demo mode where you 
can just sit and be entertained while 
your computer generates its very own 
soap opera in front of your eyes. 

With so much to do life can get a 
mite confusing, so thankfully you can 
send yourself messages at set times for 
all manner of things and be 
recalled to the spot where 
you want to do something 
a bit later on. 

Finally, the game world 
comes in a number of sizes 
depending on the memory 
of your computer, not only 
that, there are around 270 
billion combinations of 
possible land type and 
opponents. This is 
accessed by a 16 digit 
code which when entered 
will always produce the 
same type of world. So at 
the end of the game if you 
had a great challenging 
epic, give the code to friend 
and let them try their luck in the same 
scenario. 

This is just the tip of a 
the very large iceberg that 
is The Settlers, and only by 
getting yourself a copy 
can you fully 
experience the 
absolute splendour of 
this project. 

Flawless. A true 
masterpiece. 








































GREMLIN GRAPHICS 
£ 25.99 



Twinkle twinkle little star, how I wonder what Zool are... 


I’ve never been shy of standing up 
to be counted. Some of the 
wonderfully adaptable human 
beings on this planet are fond of 
going with the flow - presumably in 
case they make a mistake and look 
silly - and journalists are not exempt 
from this weakness. 

This was particularly apparent 
when Zool was released. Review 
after review raved about its 
excellent graphics and FX or tunes 
(not both). Amiga journo after Amiga 
journo compared its gameplay to 
that of console platform games 
(God save us all); and score after 
90+ score ensured that it sold very 
well. 

Actually, it was a smash. But as 
far as I know, I was the only 
reviewer who gave it a mark below 
the high 80s, rating it as an 84 in the 
January 1993 issue. It was OK, but 
no megagame. 


Was this because I am ‘allergic’ 
to platform games? Do I get off on 
strategy games? Is Ashley Cotter- 
Cairns losing his touch, becoming a 
Victor Meldrew-like old fogie? 

Luckily for Gremlin’s sales 
campaign, the answer to all three 
questions is No. Zool was an 
average to play, good-looking 
platform shoot-em-up. But Zool 2, 
now, that is another story altogether. 

This one’s got a happy ending. 
The bottom line is Zool 2 is the best, 
most playable platform game ever 
to grace the Amiga. 

Let’s examine the evidence. 

An evil Krool lieutenant is 
threatening the Nth Dimension all 
over again. Zool has been pulled 
out of a retirement featuring lots of 
attractive ant/bee females (Zooz 
included, the female co-star of the 
game) and all of the coconut ice he 


can eat, so you know it’s an 
important occasion. 

Once again, the Krools must be 
kicked out of the dimension, but this 
time they have mastered shape¬ 
changing and, each time you meet 
the big boss Krool, he’ll be in a 
shape which resembles the land 
you’re currently in. And use the 
powers of that land against you. The 
rotter. Shooting him a lot or slicing 
him into bits with the sword (or 
lacerating him with the whip, Zooz 
doing a great Catwoman takeoff) 
usually sends him packing. 

This game makes Trolls look 
monochrome and bonfire night at 
Fergie’s place look like a page from 
the classified section of Exchange 
and Mart. 

No wonder there’s a special 
mention about epilepsy in the front 
of the manual. Sit well away from 
the screen, or you’ll all soon be 


Each world has its 
own graphical style and the artist 
has heaped his palette onto the 
lands with gusto, trying his best to 
outdo Jackson Pollack for 
imaginative clashing. 

Zool - or Zooz, if you prefer the 
female angle - moves as smoothly 
as a snake in an oil can. Zool has 
always been a cool mover and, if 
anything, his new body is even 
more supple than the last. 

The monsters have had an 
overhaul as well as the landscapes 


and now both are even more 
attractive. World One looks pretty 
similar to the first world of Zool, but 
every other level is very different 
from anything you’ll have come 
across in the first game. 

I did manage to get the Amiga 
to slow down, but only when 
shooting a lot, jumping into the air 
and dodging a lot of monsters, all at 
once. The scrolling is Spanish 


waiter-smooth and never glitches, 
although the energy bars at the top 
of the screen often do. A small price 
to pay for such good visuals. 

Zool disappointed me, because 
you could either listen to music or 
sound FX but not both. Well, Zool 2 
is no different, but at least the music 
is better than before. I prefer to 
listen to sound FX than just music 
and the tunes do get on your nerves 
after a while. 

Zool 2 does not suffer from the 


classic sequel syndrome, where a 
game is launched to cash in on a 
popular first title. Those games usually 
disappoint, but not Zool 2. This game 
is classy, polished and playable. 

I particularly liked the bonus 
Arkanoid-type game, which appears 
if you collect three of the dog- 
creature Zoon icons. It’s nice to see 
Gremlin making this title work hard 
for its money, when it must have 

been so tempting 
to just release 
any old game to 
make some more 
loot. (Zoot?) 

This game is 
going straight to 
the top of my 
platform game 
collection, at least 
until I complete it, 
when I guess it 
may be relegated 
to the scrap heap. 
Which is perhaps 
the only criticism I 
can make - Zool 2 
seems a little too 
easy and may be 
completed 
quickly, so lasting 
interest is a touch weak. Otherwise, 
it’s ace. 






88 &s$m 
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More snap, crackle and pop than an accident between a Kelloggs 
lorry and a milk float. 

resembling a nightclub 
dancer who’s 
accidentally wired 
himself up to the 
mains. This is the type 
of game which will 
make rock stars fondly 
relive their wild days 
of the 60s. 
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Zool 2 stars Zool, Zooz and Zoon and a cast of thousands, shortly to be 
hundreds and thousands - all over the coconut ice. 
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Welcome to 
Cosmic 
Spacehead. 


I’ve actually been quite looking 
forward to seeing this game. I saw 
some screen shots a while ago 
and was really quite impressed 
with the colour and quality. 

Cosmic is a space alien tourist 
who has visited our planet and 
returned home, only to discover 


Cosmic Spacehead seem far 
too out of date. 

The adventure side is 
definitely the strength of this 
game, although it still 
encounters the traditional 
problems. Some of the 
problems have very logical 


Cosmic 




nobody will believe he’s been here 
- no souvenirs. His pride thus 
injured, Cosmic decides to return 
with his trusty camera and snap 
some shots. However, he’s out of 
cash and pretty much lacking any 
of the necessary equipment. 

Stranded on some rock, he 
has various stages to navigate 
before reaching his terrestrial 
destination. The action is all 
joystick controlled and is a mix of 
adventure, where the usual 
‘pickup/use/give’ commands 
appear and platform arcade 
parts. The arcade parts are 
simple to say the least. I don’t 
mean that they’re easy - 
although the first few are - it’s 


solutions and it’s quite pleasing to 
work them out, but some are so 
easy that you do think it wasn’t 
worth the effort. However, some of 
the conundrums are ridiculous. 

For instance, having uncovered 
the secret tunnel (feeling pretty 
good about myself) I ran into the 
problem that I needed light to find 
my way through without plunging 
to my death. I tried everything 


just doesn’t make any sense. 
Those sort of puzzles are my pet 
hate in games like this. I like 
there to be a reason for doing 
things. Why should I give the 
balloon to the monster? Because 
I saw the picture of the monster 
floating away on the press 
information. In reality, I wouldn’t 
have guessed that a small helium 
balloon would be enough to carry 


Codemasters 

£ 25.99 


words or mouse control. This also 
brings another point up. It took 
me ages to work out how to go 
through a gate marked “exit”. 
Where every other exit merely 
requires you to walk up to it, this 
one suddenly requires you to “use 
exit”. Again, I simply wasn’t 
expecting it. 

Despite all my groans, I 
enjoyed Cosmic Spacehead. 

The graphics really cheered up 
a drab day and even though 
Cosmic himself gets bored too 
easily and starts tapping his foot 
the instant you don’t keep him in 
motion, I kept playing it. I think 
the game probably appeals to 
the younger gamer, although I 
am going to continue playing it. 
Cosmic intrigues me, but I can 
see that some people will simply 
expect more of a game than 
bright colours and 
uncomplicated gameplay. 
Personally, although this type of 
game has been executed before 
with more zest, by Lucasfilm for 
instance, I am enjoying the time 
Cosmic and I are spending 
together. 






more a case of jump 
the baddies and pick up 
a few goodies. The 
sprites in these parts 
are awful and it really is 
part of the .game that 
could have done with a 
lot more development, 
care and thought. Zool 
2 it certainly is not. The 
quality of graphics and 
smoothness of scrolling 
of that game put this one to 
shame. Cosmic looks like a 
pacifist, a strange and foolish 
alien compared to his high 
kicking ninja brother. Where Zool 
2 is a superbly executed platform 
game, the platform screens of 


Beam me up Scotty. 

until I had to seek help. I was told 
the answer and immediately 
thought “why?”. 

How was I supposed to guess 
that going through a teleport 
would make my cape glow and 
allow me to see in the tunnel? It 


off a two tonne 
dinosaur. 

Cosmic Spacehead 
actually recognizes this. 
So when you get stuck 
and start to try to use 
anything on anything 
(like a teleport key on a 
vending machine) you 
get a message saying 
“Getting stuck, huh?” 
True, but when the 
solution involves a teleport for no 
apparent reason, I don’t need 
sarcastic comments like that! 

The joystick really becomes a 
bind when you try to move the 
cursor and I wish there had been 
either keyboard shortcuts for the 


Cosmic visits the Post Office 
for some help. 


The rather lame platform bit. 
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GREMLIN GRAPHICS 
£25.99 



Twinkle twinkle little star, how I wonder what Zool are... 


I’ve never been shy of standing up 
to be counted. Some of the 
wonderfully adaptable human 
beings on this planet are fond of 
going with the flow - presumably in 
case they make a mistake and look 
silly - and journalists are not exempt 
from this weakness. 

This was particularly apparent 
when Zool was released. Review 
after review raved about its 
excellent graphics and FX or tunes 
(not both). Amiga journo after Amiga 
journo compared its gameplay to 
that of console platform games 
(God save us all); and score after 
90+ score ensured that it sold very 
well. 

Actually, it was a smash. But as 
far as I know, I was the only 
reviewer who gave it a mark below 
the high 80s, rating it as an 84 in the 
January 1993 issue. It was OK, but 
no megagame. 


Was this because I am ‘allergic’ 
to platform games? Do I get off on 
strategy games? Is Ashley Cotter- 
Cairns losing his touch, becoming a 
Victor Meldrew-like old fogie? 

Luckily for Gremlin’s sales 
campaign, the answer to all three 
questions is No. Zool was an 
average to play, good-looking 
platform shoot-em-up. But Zool 2, 
now, that is another story altogether. 

This one’s got a happy ending. 
The bottom line is Zool 2 is the best, 
most playable platform game ever 
to grace the Amiga. 

Let’s examine the evidence. 

An evil Krool lieutenant is 
threatening the Nth Dimension all 
over again. Zool has been pulled 
out of a retirement featuring lots of 
attractive ant/bee females (Zooz 
included, the female co-star of the 
game) and all of the coconut ice he 


can eat, so you know it’s an 
important occasion. 

Once again, the Krools must be 
kicked out of the dimension, but this 
time they have mastered shape¬ 
changing and, each time you meet 
the big boss Krool, he’ll be in a 
shape which resembles the land 
you’re currently in. And use the 
powers of that land against you. The 
rotter. Shooting him a lot or slicing 
him into bits with the sword (or 
lacerating him with the whip, Zooz 
doing a great Catwoman takeoff) 
usually sends him packing. 

This game makes Trolls look 
monochrome and bonfire night at 
Fergie’s place look like a page from 
the classified section of Exchange 
and Mart. 

No wonder there’s a special 
mention about epilepsy in the front 
of the manual. Sit well away from 
the screen, or you’ll all soon be 


Each world has its 
own graphical style and the artist 
has heaped his palette onto the 
lands with gusto, trying his best to 
outdo Jackson Pollack for 
imaginative clashing. 

Zool - or Zooz, if you prefer the 
female angle - moves as smoothly 
as a snake in an oil can. Zool has 
always been a cool mover and, if 
anything, his new body is even 
more supple than the last. 

The monsters have had an 
overhaul as well as the landscapes 


and now both are even more 
attractive. World One looks pretty 
similar to the first world of Zool, but 
every other level is very different 
from anything you’ll have come 
across in the first game. 

I did manage to get the Amiga 
to slow down, but only when 
shooting a lot, jumping into the air 
and dodging a lot of monsters, all at 
once. The scrolling is Spanish 


waiter-smooth and never glitches, 
although the energy bars at the top 
of the screen often do. A small price 
to pay for such good visuals. 

Zool disappointed me, because 
you could either listen to music or 
sound FX but not both. Well, Zool 2 
is no different, but at least the music 
is better than before. I prefer to 
listen to sound FX than just music 
and the tunes do get on your nerves 
after a while. 

Zool 2 does not suffer from the 


classic sequel syndrome, where a 
game is launched to cash in on a 
popular first title. Those games usually 
disappoint, but not Zool 2. This game 
is classy, polished and playable. 

I particularly liked the bonus 
Arkanoid-type game, which appears 
if you collect three of the dog- 
creature Zoon icons. It’s nice to see 
Gremlin making this title work hard 
for its money, when it must have 

been so tempting 
to just release 
any old game to 
make some more 
loot. (Zoot?) 

This game is 
going straight to 
the top of my 
platform game 
collection, at least 
until I complete it, 
when I guess it 
may be relegated 
to the scrap heap. 
Which is perhaps 
the only criticism I 
can make - Zool 2 
seems a little too 
easy and may be 
completed 
quickly, so lasting 
interest is a touch weak. Otherwise, 
it’s ace. 




0(43080 
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More snap, crackle and pop than an accident between a Kelloggs 
lorry and a milk float. 

resembling a nightclub 
dancer who’s 
accidentally wired 
himself up to the 
mains. This is the type 
of game which will 
make rock stars fondly 
relive their wild days 
of the 60s. 



Zool 2 stars Zool, Zooz and Zoon and a cast of thousands, shortly to be 
hundreds and thousands - all over the coconut ice. 
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Welcome to 
Cosmic 
Spacehead. 


I’ve actually been quite looking 
forward to seeing this game. I saw 
some screen shots a while ago 
and was really quite impressed 
with the colour and quality. 

Cosmic is a space alien tourist 
who has visited our planet and 
returned home, only to discover 


Cosmic Spacehead seem far 
too out of date. 

The adventure side is 
definitely the strength of this 
game, although it still 
encounters the traditional 
problems. Some of the 
problems have very logical 


Cosmic 
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nobody will believe he’s been here 
- no souvenirs. His pride thus 
injured, Cosmic decides to return 
with his trusty camera and snap 
some shots. However, he’s out of 
cash and pretty much lacking any 
of the necessary equipment. 

Stranded on some rock, he 
has various stages to navigate 
before reaching his terrestrial 
destination. The action is all 
joystick controlled and is a mix of 
adventure, where the usual 
‘pickup/use/give’ commands 
appear and platform arcade 
parts. The arcade parts are 
simple to say the least. I don’t 
mean that they’re easy - 
although the first few are - it’s 


Spacehead 


Cosmic visits the Post Office 
for some help. 


more a case of jump 
the baddies and pick up 
a few goodies. The 
sprites in these parts 
are awful and it really is 
part of the .game that 
could have done with a 
lot more development, 
care and thought. Zool 
2 it certainly is not. The 
quality of graphics and 
smoothness of scrolling 
of that game put this one to 
shame. Cosmic looks like a 
pacifist, a strange and foolish 
alien compared to his high 
kicking ninja brother. Where Zool 
2 is a superbly executed platform 
game, the platform screens of 


solutions and it’s quite pleasing to 
work them out, but some are so 
easy that you do think it wasn’t 
worth the effort. However, some of 
the conundrums are ridiculous. 

For instance, having uncovered 
the secret tunnel (feeling pretty 
good about myself) I ran into the 
problem that I needed light to find 
my way through without plunging 
to my death. I tried everything 


just doesn’t make any sense. 
Those sort of puzzles are my pet 
hate in games like this. I like 
there to be a reason for doing 
things. Why should I give the 
balloon to the monster? Because 
I saw the picture of the monster 
floating away on the press 
information. In reality, I wouldn’t 
have guessed that a small helium 
balloon would be enough to carry 


The rather lame platform bit. 


Beam me up Scotty. 

until I had to seek help. I was told 
the answer and immediately 
thought “why?”. 

How was I supposed to guess 
that going through a teleport 
would make my cape glow and 
allow me to see in the tunnel? It 


off a two tonne 
dinosaur. 

Cosmic Spacehead 
actually recognizes this. 
So when you get stuck 
and start to try to use 
anything on anything 
(like a teleport key on a 
vending machine) you 
get a message saying 
“Getting stuck, huh?” 
True, but when the 
solution involves a teleport for no 
apparent reason, I don’t need 
sarcastic comments like that! 

The joystick really becomes a 
bind when you try to move the 
cursor and I wish there had been 
either keyboard shortcuts for the 


words or mouse control. This also 
brings another point up. It took 
me ages to work out how to go 
through a gate marked “exit”. 
Where every other exit merely 
requires you to walk up to it, this 
one suddenly requires you to “use 
exit”. Again, I simply wasn’t 
expecting it. 

Despite all my groans, I 
enjoyed Cosmic Spacehead. 

The graphics really cheered up 
a drab day and even though 
Cosmic himself gets bored too 
easily and starts tapping his foot 
the instant you don’t keep him in 
motion, I kept playing it. I think 
the game probably appeals to 
the younger gamer, although I 
am going to continue playing it. 
Cosmic intrigues me, but I can 
see that some people will simply 
expect more of a game than 
bright colours and 
uncomplicated gameplay. 
Personally, although this type of 
game has been executed before 
with more zest, by Lucasfilm for 
instance, I am enjoying the time 
Cosmic and I are spending 
together. 


VERDICT 

GRAPHICS 82% 

‘LAY 74 

OVERALL 76% 
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BITMAP BROTHERS VOL 1 

only £16.99 

Xenon, Cadaver and Speedball II 

DREAM TEAM 

only £1699 

Terminator II, Simpsons, and W.W.F. 

LORDS OF POWER only £22.99 

Silent Service II, Red Baron, Raikoad Tycoon 
and Perfect General 

SPACE LEGENDS 

only £19.99 

Megatraveterl. E*e, and Wing Com mandef 

SOCCER MANIA only £11.99 
FootbaN Manager II, Gazza's Soccer, Football 
Manager - W.C. Edtion, and Microprose Soccer 

COMBAT CLASSICS II only £2699 

F19 Steelh Fighter. Sient Service II and 

Paclic Islands 

BIG BOX only £15.99 

Captain Blood, Tin Tin on the Moon, Safari Gun* 
Teenage Queen, Bubble Plus, Purple Saturn Day*, 
Krypton Egg, Jumping Jackson, B 080 , Hostages 

TEST DRIVE II COLLECTION 

only £15.99 

Musde Cars, CaNfornia Challenge 
European Challenge, Duet, and Super Cars 

BIG BCKII only £1699 

Back to the Future III, R-Type, IKr, Real 
Ghostbusters, Def of the Earth, TV Sports FootbaH 
Shanghai, Armalyte Smbad, Bomboozai 

BOARD GENIUS only £17.99 

Deluxe Monopoly. Deluxe Scrabble 

Cleudo Master Detective and Risk 

4 WHEEL DRIVE only £19.99 

LotusEsprk, Celica GT4 Rally, Team Suzuki, 
and Com bo Racer 

POWER PACK only £14.99 

Xenon 2 TV Sports Football, Bloodwych 
and Lombard Rally 

HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION only £18.99 

RoboCop, Ghostbusters 2 , Indiana donee 

Bataan the Movie 

RAINBOW COLLECTION only £13.99 

New Zealand Story. Bubble Bobble 
and Rainbow Islands 

COMBAT CLASSICS only £2699 

F15 Strike Eagle II. 688 Attack Sub 
and Team Yankee 

KIXX TRIPLE PACK 1 (SPORTS) only £1299 
Microprose Soccer, Panza Kick Boxing, and 3D Pool 

NINJA COLLECTION only £1199 

D. Dragon Shadow Warrior, and D. Ninja 

NAPOLEONICS only £1699 

Waterloo, Borodino and Austerllz 

THE GREATEST only £19.99 

Jiaay WhMs Whirlwind Snooker. Lure cf the Temptress, 
and Dune 

AWARD WINNERS ONLY £16.99 

Kick Off II, Pipemania, Space Ace 
and Populous 

ANIMATION CLASSICS only £27.99 

Space Ace, Dragon's Lair II 
and Wrath of the Demon 

STRATEGY MASTER only £21.99 

Deuteroe, Populous, Hunter, 

Chessplayer 2150 and Spirb of Excalibur 

SUPER FIGHTER 

only £1699 

Ptfighter, W.W.F., and Final Fight 

MEGA MIX 

only £1299 

Leander, Agony and Ork 

DIZZYS EXCELLENT ADVENTURES 
only £1699 

Dizzy Panic, Bubble Dizzy, Dizzy Prince of Yolk Folk. 
Spellbound Dizzy and KwikSnak 

2 HOT2 HANDLE 
only £1299 

Golden Axe Total Recall, Shadow Warrior, 
and Super Off Road Racing 

SPORTS COLLECTION 

only £1299 

Run the Gauntlet, Pro Tennis Tour 
and World Cup Soccer (Italia '90) 

SPORTS MASTERS 

only £19.99 

PGA Tour Gol, Indy 500, Advantage Tennis, 
and European Championship 1992 

KIXX TRIPLE PACK II (ACTION) 
only £1299 

Streetfighter, Rick Dangerous II, 
and Last Crusade Action 

ACTION 5 

only £19.99 

Rick Dangerous II, Ghostbusters II, Gunshift 

S uper S ki and Hard D living 

^ LARGE SELECTION OF CD32 AVAILABLE - ( 

^__ 

:all for details 



CREDIT CARD HOTUNE: 

081 889 9172 

118a Palmers Road 0 ai 361 5730/6730 
New Southgate 24 hour fax line 
LONDON Nil 1SL 081 361 2733 


TOP TITLES AMIGA 

1869 .£19.99 

A500+ IMeg Upgrade .£39.99 

A6001 Megllpgrade + clock £49.99 
0.5 Meg Upgrade + clock .. £25.99 

A320 Airbus.£2199 

A320 Airbus USA.£2199 

Another World.£1299 

A-Train .£2199 

A-Train Con Set.£1199 

Addams Family.£7.99 

Airbucks 1.2 (5/6/or 1200) .. £19.99 

Air Com bat Patrol .£19.99 

Air Force Commander .£19.99 

Alfred Chicken.£1199 

Alien Breed 2.£17.99 

Alien Breed Special Edition .. £9.99 

Aliens III .£16.99 

American Gladiators.£1699 

AmosjEasy).£2199 


Amos 3 


. £2199 


Amos Compiler .£19.99 

Amos Professional.£54.99 

Amos Professional Compiler £2199 

Amos The Creator.£36.99 

Apocalypse.£19.99 

Arabian Nights 500/1200.... £19.99 

Armourgeddon.£1699 

Armourgeddon II *.£19.99 

Assassin.£1699 

A.T.A.C.£2199 

B17 Flying Fortress.£2199 

Bane of the Cosmic Forge .. £24.99 

BARBARIAN II (Psyg).£10.99 

Bart vs the World*.£1699 

Batman Returns*.£1699 

Battle Chess II.£1699 

Battle Isle '93.£2199 

Battle Isle II.£2299 

Battle Toads .£1699 

Beavers.£1699 

Beneath the Steel Sky.£19.99 

Birds of Prey.£9.99 

Black Crypt.£1699 

Blade of Destiny.£30.99 

Blastar.£1699 

Blob.£1699 

Blue Max.£11.90 

Body Blows.£1699 

Body Blows Galactic .£17.99 

Boot .£19.99 

Brutal Sports Football .£1699 

Bubba'N'Stix.£1699 

Buck Rogers.£19.99 

Buck RogersII*.£20.99 

Bully's Sporting Darts.£7.99 

Burning Rubber.£1699 

Burn up.£1699 

Cadaver - the pay off.£10.99 

Caesar......£1699 

Caesar deluxe.£19.99 

Campaign.£2299 


Campaign Mission Disk.£10.99 

Campaign II ....£2199 

Canon Fodder.£19.99 

Captive.£11.99 

Captive II.£17.99 

Car and Driver*.£2199 

Carl Lewis Challenge.£1299 

Castles .£16.99 

Castles Data Disc .£11.99 

Castles II.£2199 

Castle of Dr Brain .£1699 

Chaos Engine .£1699 

Championship Manager '93 £1699 

Chase HQ II.£699 

Chuck Rock II .£699 
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Civilisation.£2199 

Civilisation A1200.£27.99 

C.Y's Air Com bat.£20.99 

Cohort II.£19.99 

Com bat Air Patrol.£1699 

Cover Girl Poker .£1299 

Crazy Cars III.£9.99 

Crystal Kingdom Dizzy.£1199 

Cyberspace*.£2199 

Dalek Attack.£1299 

Darkmere.£1699 

Das Boot.£11.99 

D-Day .£1699 

Deluxe Music Con Set.£74.99 

Deep Core*.£1699 

Dennis 500/1200 .£17.99 

Desert Strike.£19.99 

Desert Strike II ‘(Jungle Str) £20.99 

Detroit.£1699 

Diggers (CD).£23.99 

Disney Animation Studio.£74.99 

Disposable Hero.£16.99 

Dogfight.£2199 

Dracula .£19.99 

Dreadnoughts.£2299 

Dreamlands.£19.99 

Dream Web*.£27.99 

Dune.£19.99 

Dune II.£19.99 

Dungeon / Chaos.£19.99 

Elvira II - Cerberus.£2199 

Epic.£19.99 

European Champions.£1699 

Eye of the Beholder.£1299 

Eye of the Beholder II.£2199 

F15 Strike Eagle II.£1299 

FI 17A Stealth Fighter .£2199 

FI9 Stealth Fighter.£1299 

F29 Retaliator .£7.99 

Falcon.£9.99 

Falcon Mission Disk I .£699 

Falcon Mission Disk II .£699 

Fate of Atlantis (Adv).£2699 

Fate of Atlantis (Arc) .£16.99 

Fatman 500/1200.£1699 

Final Fight.£7.99 

Fire and Ice.£1699 

FireStone HD Scenery.£1199 

Flashback .£20.99 

Football Manager III*.£1699 

Free DC.£1699 

Fronteer (ELITE 2).£19.99 

Fury of the Furries.£20.99 

Global Effect.£1699 

Global Gladiators.£19.99 

Globdule .£19.99 

Goal/Kick Off III.£19.99 

Gobliins II .£19.99 

G. Gooch Cricket.£19.99 

Graham Taylor.£9.99 

Grand Prix (Formula).£2199 

Gunship2000.£2199 

Harlequin.£14.99 

Harpoon (1 Meg) .£19.99 

Harrier Assault AV8B.£2199 

Hero's Quest II .£1699 

Hill Street Blues.£7.99 

Hired Guns.£2199 

Historyline 1914-18.£21.99 

Hook .£699 

International Open Golf.£1699 

Ishar II 500/1200 .£19.99 

Jaguar XJ220.£1699 

James Pond III (Op Starfish) £16.99 

J. White's Whirlwind.£16.99 

J. Barnes (1 Meg) .£1699 
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J. Madden's Football. £1699 

Jurassic Park. £1699 

K240 . £1699 

KGB. £16.99 

Killing Game Show. £11.99 

Kingdom of Germany * . £19.99 

Kingmaker . £19.99 

Kings Quest VI *(A1200) .. £37.99 

Knight Mare. £11.99 

Knights of the Sky. £1299 

Lambourghini USA Challenged 699 

Lawn Mower Man *. £16.99 

Leander . £10.99 

Leeds Utd. £1699 

Legacy*.. £2199 

Legacy of Srvasil. £1699 

Legend. £11.99 

Legend II (Worlds of Legend) £16.99 

Legend of Kyrandia. £19.99 

Lemmings. £15.99 

Lemmings and Data Disk .. £19.99 

Lemmings II . £19.99 

Lem m ings - Data Disk. £10.99 

Lemmings-Stand Alone.... £1699 

Little Divil. £1699 

Links . £1299 

Liquid Kids. £1699 

Loom . £10.99 

Lost Vikings . £1699 

Lost Treasures of Infocom .. £2199 
Lotus Turbo Challenge III .. £1699 

Ml Tank Platoon. £11.99 

MacDonald Land. £9.99 

Maelstrom (1 meg) . £23.99 

Magic Boy * . £1699 

Man Utd Premier* . £19.99 

Mario is Missing . £16.99 

Mean Arenas* . £1699 

Micro Machines. £1699 

Microprose Golf . £1699 

Midwinter II. £1299 

Might of Magic III . £2199 

Moonstone . £10.99 

Monkey Island. £1299 

Monkey Island II. £2699 

Mortal Korn bat. £1699 

Mouse (Switchabie) . £9.99 

Morph. £15.99 

MrNutZ . £16.99 

Myth. £699 

Nick Faldo Golf. £2199 

Nicky II. £1699 

N. Mansell World Champ .. £20.99 

Network Q Rally. £1699 

Noddys Big Adventure. £1699 

Norty Ones (CD32). £1699 

One Step Beyond. £1199 

Outlanders*. £1699 

Overdrive. £17.99 

Overkill. £14.99 

Pacific Islands - T.Yankee II £20.99 

Pacific Islands II * . £21.99 

Parasol Stars. £15.99 

Patrician . £19.99 

PGA Golf Tour + . £20.99 

PGA Courses Disk . £10.99 

Pinball Dreams. £1699 

Pinball Dreams II . £1699 

Pinball Fantasies (CD32) .. £19.99 
Populous II - The Challenge £11.99 

Populous II + (1 Meg) . £2199 

Power and Glory . £19.99 

Power Up Compilation.... £1199 

Premier Manager . £16.99 

Premier Manager II . £16.99 

PushOver . £8.99 


TOP TITLES AMIGA 

Putty. £1299 

Railroad Tycoon. £1299 

Reach for the Skies. £19.99 

Red Baron . £1699 

Road Rash. £1699 

Robin Hood (MiBenium). £9.99 

Robocod. £1699 

Robocod Al 200. £1699 

Robocop III. £699 

Robo Sports. £1699 

Rookies* . £17.99 

Ryder Cup . £1699 

Sabre Team . £1699 

Sabre Team A1200 . £19.99 

Scrabble (US Gold). £18.99 

Second Samurai. £17.99 

Sensible Soccer 92-93. £1699 

Settlers. £21.99 

SHADOW BEAST II. £11.99 

Shadow of the Beast III. £11.99 

Shadow Worlds. £1699 

Silent Service II. £1299 

Sim Ant. £2299 

Sim Earth. £1699 

Sim Life Al 200/500 . £19.99 

Simon the Sorcerer. £23.99 

Sleepwalker 500/1200 . £14.99 

Snow Bros . £1699 

Soccer Kid 500/1200. £1699 

Soup Trek*. £1699 

Space 1889. £1699 

Space Gun. £1299 

Space Hulk. £2399 

Space Crusade + Upgrade.. £1699 

Space Quest IV. £23.99 

Special Forces . £2199 

Starflight II . £10.99 


TOP TITLES AMIGA 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary* £2199 

Steel Empire. £20.99 

Stereo Master. £2699 

Street Fighter II. £11.99 

Striker. £1699 

Sub. £21.99 

Super Cauldron. £1699 

Superfrog . £1699 

Super League Manager . £16.99 

Super Mario Brothers. £18.99 

Super Space Invaders.£7.99 

Super SWIV*. £1699 

Syndicate . £2199 

Syndicate Data Disc * . £14.99 

Test Drive III*. £1699 

TFX Al 200. £2199 

Theatre of Death. £1699 

The Games V2 Espana. £20.99 

Their Finest Hour. £19.99 

ThunderhawkAH-73M . £21.99 

Tip Off. £1699 

Toki.£7.99 

Toon World*. £1699 

Tornado. £2199 

Total Carnage. £16.99 

Troddlers. £1699 

Trolls 500/1200 . £1699 

TV Sports Baseball.£11, 


EDUCATIONAL 

ADI English All Ages each £1699 
ADI French All Ages each £1699 
ADI Maths All Ages each.. £1699 
Fun School 2 All Ages each £699 
Fun School 3 All Ages each £13.99 
Fun School 4 All Ages each £16.99 
Noddy's Playtime . £1699 


TOP TITLES AMIGA 

TV Sports Boxing . £11.99 

Turrican3. £1699 

Turtles II. £11.99 

Twilight 2000 . £2199 

Ultima VI. £1299 

Universal Masters. £1699 

Uridium II. £17.99 

Utopia. £1699 

Utopia New World. £11.99 

Utopiall*. £17.99 

Video Kid . £1699 

Viking Fields of Conquest .. £15.99 
Voyage Beyond Data Disc .... £9.99 

Walker . £1699 

War in the Gulf. £19.99 

Waxworks. £21.99 

Whales Voyage. £19.99 

White Death (1 Meg). £1299 

WING COMMANDER £11.99 

Wiz Kid. £1699 

WizNLiz. £19.99 

Woody's World. £1699 

W.W.F. £7.99 

W.W.F. II . £699 

Yo! Joe!. £1699 

Zool 500/1200 . £1699 

Zoolll. £1699 

- 35 &S DO discs - 

with Labels boxed in 10’s 

10x15 DS DD . £699 

20x15 DS DD .... £11.99 

30x15 DS DD .... £1699 

50x3.5 DS DD .... £21.99 

100x3.5 DS DD .... £39.99 

Please add 50p per 10 discs when 
ordering to covet P & P 


AMIGA BUDGET TITLES UNDER £10 


688 Attack Sub. £9.99 

Afterburner. £6.99 

Altered Beast. £6.99 

Arkanoid II . £699 

Atomino. £699 

Barbarian. £699 

Barbarian II. £699 

Batman The Movie. £699 

Battiehawks 1942 . £9.99 

Blood Money. £6.99 

Blues Brothers.£9.99 

Cabal.£699 

California Games .£699 

Carrier Command.£8.99 

Celica GT4 Rally .£699 

Centrefold Squares.£699 

Chase HQ .£6.99 

Cloud Kingdom.£699 

Colossus Chess .£6.99 

Com bo Racer. £699 

Conflict in Europe.£7.99 

Deluxe Strip Poker (not A600) £699 

Double Dragon I or II. £699 

Dragon Ninja . £6.99 

Duel. £6.99 

Face Off - Ice Hockey.£7.99 

Fantasy World Dizzy. £5.99 

FI6 Combat Pilot.£7.99 

Flight of the Intruder.£8.99 

F.O.F.T. £6.99 

Future Wars. £699 

Gauntlet II . £6.99 

Ghostbusters II.£699 

Ghouls'n'Ghosts. £699 

Hardball.£8.99 

Head over Heels. £6.99 


Hudson Hawk.£699 

IK+.£699 

Indy Last Crusade Graphic ..£9.99 

James Pond .£6.99 

Jet Set Willy.£7.99 

J.Khan Squash.£699 

Last Ninja II .£699 

Last Nin a III.£7.99 

Lombard RAC Rally .£699 

Lotus Esprit.£699 

Lotus Turbo II.£699 

Maniac Mansions .£699 

Manic Miner .£7.99 

Man United Europe.£7.99 

M. Jackson Moonwalker .£699 

Midwinter.£9.99 

Mig 29 Fulcrum.£9.99 

Moonshine Racers.£699 

Murder .£7.99 

Narc.£699 

New Zealand Story.£699 

Ninja Remix .£7.99 

North & South.£699 

Out Run .£699 

Operation Harrier .£7.99 

Operation Stealth .£9.99 

Operation Thunderbolt. £6.99 

Operation Wolf.£6.99 

Outrun Europa ..£7.99 

Pang.£6.99 

Panza Kick Boxing . £699 

Pin bay Magic .£7.99 

Pirates .£699 

Pitfighter. £699 

Predator.£699 

Prince of Persia .£699 


Project X .K 

Pro Tennis Tour.£699 

Puzznic .£699 

Rainbow Islands.£699 

Ram bo III.£6.99 

RBI2 Baseball. £699 

Resolution 101 .£699 

Rick Dangerous II.£7.99 

Robocop.£699 

Robocop II.£699 

R-Type.£699 

Run The Gauntlet.£699 

R.V.F. Honda.£699 

Shadowlands .£699 

Shadow of the Beast.£699 

Shadow Warrior.£699 

Sherman M4.£699 

Shinobi.£699 

Simpsons.£699 

Smash TV . £699 

Speedball II .£7.99 

Starglider II.£699 

Strike Fleet.£9.99 

Stunt Car Racer.£699 

Supaplex .£699 

Super Cars II .£699 

Super Hang On.£699 

Switch Blade.£699 

Switch Blade II.£8.99 

Swiv.£699 

Terminator II.£699 

TtiustheFox .£9.99 

Turrican II.£7.99 

Untouchables. £699 

Vigilante. £699 

WC Leaderboard.£699 

World Championship Boxing £699 
Zak McKracken.£699 


SHOP OPEN 
10am-6pm 

AT 

120a 

MYDDLETON 

ROAD 

WOOD GREEN 
LONDON 
N22 4NQ. 

081 

889 9172 

SHOP PRICES 
MAY VARY. 


Please make cheques and P.O.'s payable to Eagle Software. P&P is £1.00 per Item in the UK. 
Europe: add £3.50 per item. Elsewhere add £5.50 per item. New titles will be sent as released and 
are subject to manufacturers price reviews. E.&O.E. # Please quote special offer when ordering 
for it to apply. 
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Maybe it’s the thrill of leading a 
huge army across all kinds of 
terrain, blasting enemy tanks out 
of the way, knocking choppers 
from the sky and torpedoing 
battleships that oppose our fleets. 
Maybe it’s a sense of patriotism, 
a feeling that I’m doing my best 
for Queen and country against 
the marauding enemy. 


with the game using the manual 
as little as possible. 

Campaign II, for those who 
also persevere with the learning 
process, is actually a pretty 
meaty wargame, with lots of 
extra options. 


command your planes, ‘copters 
and tanks from behind the 
joystick (in both simulated and 
real, chunky plastic form). 3D 
mode in a battle switches to an 
option screen, from which point 
you can opt for full control, just 
weapons control (my favourite), 
just driving or just tactical control 
(boring!). 

The 3D movement is really 
good, very detailed (although 
you can reduce the detail to 
save speed) and smooth. Even 


they make up for in detail and 
the tactics are easy to 
implement. 

Moving a group of tanks or 
other hardware is as simple as 
clicking on the group and then 
the destination in mind. The 
computer will ask you, if the 
destination is in range, if you’d 
rather just fire upon the enemy, 
but, of course, you don’t get the 
joy of blazing away with your 
gun turrets if you do. 

What I most like about 


Campaign 



It’s probably just the uniform. 

Whatever makes you enjoy a 
good millitary campaign, you’re 
bound to find it here. Campaign 
II is a huge, sprawling game in a 
huge, sprawling box which will 
make any strategy fan pull out 
his eye teeth to trade them for it 
and any arcade fan run for 
cover. You get to lead a massive 
army in a number of battles, 
which collectively make up the 
campaign itself. 

What I like about Campaign 
II is its tremendous range of 
options, from a map editor to 
simulation modes of play. What I 
dislike intensely about Campaign 
II is the user guide. 

It’s crap. Some quotes from 
this drivelling tome of semi¬ 
instruction: “The main picture is 
just that - a picture.” 

“The root is the part from 
which the rest of the tree grows, 
and so this, the most important 
part, is shown at the top of the 
screen.” 



Nothing you can do that can’t be done 
and then only when you can see 

Strategy freaks would lie 
down and die if asked to pilot 
anything, much preferring the 
thrill of giving other people 
orders and seeing them 
executed. However, this may be 


Only things which are visible can be seen 
them. All you need is love..and war. 


EL 


m 


IS 





“Things 
remain 
hidden to the 
other side 
until they are 
spotted, 
whereupon 
they remain 
visible until a 
short while 
after they 
have gone 
out of 
range.” 

I think 
you’ve got 
the idea by 

now. With a game like Campaign 
II, the manual is vital because 
strategy games take a very long 
time to get into as it is. If the 
manual is boringly designed and 
boringly written, it’s going to put 
people off. 

I persevered and got to grips 


Shou structure oF group 





<x> 


<X> 



Cut 

Copy 


m 


Battle Systen 





tsaSi 






jjHffi 


nnrin 

Joss; 




c. - 

g 

Even shoot 'em and beat 'em up Arcadians may like the chance to 
be a Stormin' Norman for the day. 


a little yawn-provoking for the 
likes of people like me, who 
prefer to see the whites of a 
person’s eyes before melting 
them with a flamethrower. 

For us sadistic maniacs, 
Campaign II is actually very 
exciting, because it allows you to 


Campaign II allows you to drive the tanks 
smoke the cigars. But not read 

the sound is worthy of a 
simulation and, when you 
consider that there’s a lot of 
wargame and a map editor on 
the same single disk as well, it’s 
even more impressive. We’re 
not talking about Gunship 2000 
standards here, but real enough 
for all but the fussiest of aircraft 
technicians and tankophiles. 

The maps are pretty dull to 
behold, unfortunately, because 
that may put you off the game 
from the start. Luckily, what 
they lack in visual attractiveness 


Campaign M’s control system is 
the user-friendly icons. Left 
clicking on them selects the 
option which the icon represents, 
while holding down with the right 
button brings up a box with a 
potted description of what they 
do. 

A nice touch, especially if 
you try to find something in the 
abysmal manual. 

And, of course, you can edit 
the maps, too, using the built-in 
map editor. This is quick and 
easy to use, but I accidentally 
selected it once and had to 
reboot. Having found the right 
page in the manual, it described 
an exit icon which just didn’t 
exist. Sloppy. 

I don’t think that Campaign II 
is the best, 
most 
playable 
wargame 
I’ve ever 
seen nor is 
it kind to 
newcomers 
to the 
genre. But 
the ability 
to control 
your forces, 
or just take 
a back 
seat, is a 
great bonus 


, fly the choppers and 
the manual. 


to an otherwise below-par game, 
one which lifts it from the mire 
into the very acceptable. 


VERDICT 


GRAPHICS 


SOUND 


GAMEPLAY 
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84 
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Some titles may not be released at the time of going to press. Please send cheque/PO Imade out to Premier Mail Order! /Access/Visa no. & expiry date to: 

Dept AU81, 9-10 The Capricorn Centre, Cranes Farm Road, Basildon, Essex SS14 3JJ Tel: 0268-271172 Fax: 0268-271173 
Telephone orders: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm and Sat & Sun 10am-4pm. We are open 364 days a year. 

P&P and VAT is included for all UK orders. Please add £2 P&P for Europe, elsewhere please add £3.50 per item for Airmail. Next day service available UK only at £4.00 per item. 


1869 .20.99 

3D Con Kit 2 .34.99 

A Troin .22.99 

A320 Airbus IUSaT-. 22.99 

Abandoned Places 2 .22.99 

Air Bucks 1.2.19.99 

Air Bucks 1.2 .A1200 22.99 

Air Force Commander.19.99 

Akira .18.99 

Akira.CD32 19.99 

Alfred Chicken.17.99 

Alfred Chicken .A1200/CD32 17.99 

Alien 3.19.99 

Alien Breed 2 (All Versions) . 19.99 

Alien Breed Special Edition . 10.99 

Alien Breed Special Edition .CD32 12.99 

Ambermoon . 19.99 

American Gladiators.16.99 

Apocalypse.17.99 

Arabian Knights .A1200 19.99 

Arabian Knights .CD3P 12.99 

Archer Maclean's .(See Excellent Games) 

Assassin Remix .9.99 

ATAC.22.99 

Award Winners 2 .19.99 

B17 Flying Fortress (1 Meg) . 22.99 

Bart Vs The World. 17.99 

Batman Returns.16.99 

Battle Isle’93 .17.99 

Battletoads.19.99 

Beastlord .17.99 

Beavers .17.99 

Beneath Steel Sky.20.99 

Benefactor.19.99 

Blade of Destiny.26.99 

Blaster. 17.99 

Blob.17.99 

Board Genius.19.99 

Bob's Bod Day.17.99 

Body Blows (1 Meg) .18.99 

Body Blows Galactic.18.99 

Body Blows Galactic .A1200 19.99 

Brian The Lion. 19.99 

Brutal Sports Football .25.99 

Bibble & Squeak.CD32 19.99 

Bubba 'N'Stix .19.99 

Bumin Rubber.16.99 

Caesar Deluxe .19.99 

California Games 2 .7.99 

Campaign 2 *.22.99 

Cannon Fodder __ 20.99 

Captive 2 - Liberation .20.99 

Captive 2 - Liberation.CD32 20.99 

Carl Lewis Challenge.16.99 

Cartoon Collection .16.99 

Castles.A1200 24.99 

Castles 2 .19.99 

Castles 2.A1200 22.99 

Championship Manager '94 Season Disk .... 7.99 

Championship Manager'91 (1 Meg) . 16.99 

Choos Engine.16.99 

Chaos Engine.CD32 19.99 

Chaos Engine.A1200 17.99 

Chuck Rock 2 .16.99 

Civilisation (1 Meg) .22.99 

Civilisation.. A1200 25.99 

Claws.17.99 

Cohort 2* .19.99 

Combat Air Patrol .19.99 

Combat Classics . 19.99 

Combat Classics 2 .19.99 

Contraptions * .13.99 

Cool Spot .20.99 


5^ 


.17.99 

CovergirT.17.99 

Craft .25.99 

Cruise for a Corpse . 12.99 

Crystal Kingdom Dizzy. 14.99 

Cyber Punk. 17.99 

Cyberspace * . 22 99 

D Day .22 99 

D Generation .CD32 17.99 

Dangerous Streets .17.99 

Dork Sun: Shattered Lands * .21 99 

Darkmere * .20.99 

Decpcore .19.99 

Deluxe Music Construction Set 2.0.59.99 

Deluxe Paint 4 AGA.64.99 

Dennis. 17.99 

Dennis .A1200 18.99 

Desert Strike.19.99 

Diggers.A1200 19.99 

Disposable Hero .17.99 

Dizzy Collection.• 16.99 

Dizzy's Excellent Adventure . 16.99 

Dogfight. 22.99 

Donk . 16.99 

Donk .CD32 19.99 

Droculo.19.99 

Dream Web .22.99 

Dune 2 .20.99 

Dynablaster .19.99 

Elfmania.17.99 

Elite 2 (Frontier).22.99 

Entity. 19.99 

European Champions. 17.99 

European Championship Football .... CD32 19.99 

Excellent Games.22.99 

Exile.CD32 19 99 

Eye of the Beholder 2 (1 Meg).21.99 

Eye of the Storm * . 19.99 

FI .17.99 

FI 17A Nighlhawk Sleolthfighler.22.99 

F15Strikelagle2.13.99 

FI6 Combat Pilot .8.99 

FI 7 Challenge.10.99 

FI 7 Challenge .CD32 12.99 

FI9 Stealth Rghter.11.99 

FA Premier League ’ .17.99 

Falcon 3 * .24.99 

Fantastic Worlds .22.99 

Fat Man .17.99 

Ferorri Grand Prix * . 17.99 

F,elds of Glory . 22 99 

First Samurai + Mego-lo-Mania. 19.99 

Flashback . .3. . 20.99 

Flight Simulator 2.24.99 

Flight Sim 2 Great Britain Scenery.26.99 

Flight Sim 2 Hawaiian Scenery .13.99 

Flight Sim 2 Japan Scenery. 13.99 

Flight Sim 2 Western European Tour. 13.99 

Flight of the Intruder . 10.99 

Formula 1 Champions . 19.99 

Formula One Grand Prix .22.99 

G2.17.99 

Genesis .CD32 19.99 

Global Domination.26.99 

Global Gladiators .20.99 

Globule. 19.99 

Goal .13.99 

Graham Gooch World Class Cricket.19.99 

Graham Gooch 2nd Innings . 11.99 

Graham Taylors Soccer Challenge .8.99 

Grand Prix Circuit. 19 99 

Grand Slam Collection .13.99 

Grusome *. 16.99 


Gulp.CD32 19.99 

Gunship 2000 (1 Meg).22.99 

Harpoon + Bottleset 2.22.99 

Harpoon Bottleset 3 or 4.9 99 

Harpoon Scenario Editor.13.99 

Harrier Jump Jet * .22.99 

Heroquest 2. 18.99 

Hill Street Blues .8.99 

Hired Guns . 22.99 

History Line 1914 18(1 Meg) .22.99 

IK+ ..6.99 

Indiana Jones Fate of Atlontis Adv.24.99 

Inferno.CD32 19.99 

Innocent .22.99 

International Open Golf.CD32 19.99 

International Open Golf Championship . 17.99 

Ishor 2 .19.99 

Jack Nicklaus Golf.7.99 

Jaguar XJ220 (1 Meg) .16.99 

James Pond 2 - Robocod .CD32 20.99 

James Pond 2 .(See Excellent Games) 

James Pond 3 .A1200/CD32 19.99 

James Pond 3 . 19.99 

Jet Strike. 12.99 

John Barnes European Footboll.CD32 12.99 

John Madden American Football. 16.99 

Jurassic Pork. 17.99 

Jurassic Pork .CD32 19.99 

Jurassic Pork .A1200 18.99 

K240 . 17.99 

K240 (Non AGA).CD32 17.99 

Kingmaker.22.99 

King's Quest VI . 26 99 

Kit Viscous. 17 99 

Knights of the Sky . 10.99 

Krusty's Super Fun House . 17.99 

Laser Squad .8.99 

Legacy of Sorosil. 17.99 

Legend of Soracil (Non AGA).CD32 17.99 

Legends of Valour .24.99 

Lemmings 2 The Tribes.17.99 

Lemmings Double Pack .19.99 

links - die Challenge Of Golf.12.99 

Lionheart.18.99 

Litil Devil.CD32 19.99 

Living Pinball . 19.99 

Lords of Chaos.8.99 

Lords of Power.-.22.99 


_Trilogy ... 

lotus Turbo Trilogy .CD32 22.99 

Mogic Boy * . 17.99 

Magician's Castle . 19.99 

Manchester United Europe.8 99 

Manchester United Premier League Chomps 1 9 99 

Mario is Missing. 19.99 

Mavise Beacon 2 . 19.99 

Mean Arenas.17.99 

Mega Collection. 16.99 

Messenger of Doom . 19.99 

Micro Machines.17.99 

Microcosm .CD32 29.99 

Midwinter 2. 13.99 

Monopoly. 18.99 

Morph .. 17.99 

Morph.A1200/CD32 19.99 

Mortal Kombat.20.99 

Mr Nutz . 1 7.99 

MrNutz.A1200 18.99 

Nosccr Challenge. 12.99 

Network Q RAC Rally . 1999 

New Zealand Story.6 99 

Nick Faldo's Golf (1 Meg) 22 99 

Nicky 2 . 17 99 


Nigel Mansell W.C.A1200 19.99 

Nigel Mansell World Champ .19.99 

Nigel Mansell World Champ. CD32 19.99 

Nippon Safes .19.99 

No Second Prize (1 Meg) .17.99 

Oscar (All Versions) . 1 7.99 

Overdrive .16.99 

Overkill .CD32 19 99 

Overkill.A1200 17 99 

PGA Tour Golf Tournament Disk.9.99 

PGA Tour Golf +. 19 99 

Pong.6.99 

Parasol Stars .8.99 

Perfect General Data Disk .14.99 

Perihelion . 19.99 

Pinball Dreams & Fantasies.22.99 

Pinball Fantasies.A1200 19.99 

Pinball Fantasies .CD32 24.99 

Pinball Mogic ..6.99 

Piracy .19.99 

Populous & Promised Land.10.99 

Populous 2 . .(See Excellent Games) 

Powermonger & Data Disk.12.99 

Prehistoric 2* .16 99 

Premier Manoger 2 .17.99 

Prime Mover.17.99 

Prince of Persio .6.99 

Pro Tennis Tour 2 16.99 

Project X .CD32 12.99 

Prophesy .19.99 

Puggsy .19.99 

QUAK .CD32 12.99 

Quest for Glory.26.99 

Qwak . 9.99 

Ragnarok .22.99 

Railroad Tycoon.12.99 

Railroad Tycoon.(See Lords of Power) 

Rainbow Islands.6.99 

Reach for the Skies.19 99 

Reach out fo- Gold.A500 or A1200 17 99 

Red Baron .(See Lords of Power) 

Renegade.6.99 

Renegade 2 * .16.99 

Rise of the Robots.A500 or A1200 27.99 

Robin Hood .10.99 

Rodlond .9.99 

Rookies .16.99 

Ryder Cup .17.99 

Ryder Cup .CD32 20.99 

Scrabble .18.99 

Second Somjrai .19.99 

Secret of Monkey Island.18.99 

Secret of Monkey Island 2 (1 Meg) .24.99 

Sensible Soccer 92/93 .16.99 

Sensible Soccer .CD32 19.99 

Settlers.19.99 

Shadow Lands .8.99 

Shuttle (See Excellent Games) 

Silent Service 2 .12.99 

Silent Service 2 .(See lords of Power) 

Sim City Deluxe.22.99 

Sim City + Populous .19.99 

Sim Cily/Lemmings .19.99 

Sim Life.A1200 22.99 

Simon The Sorceror .22.99 

Simon The Sorceror .A1200 29.99 

Slicks .12.99 

Soccer Kid.17.99 

Soccer Kid .A1200 19.99 

Spoce Hulk.22.99 

Space Legends Compilation -19.99 

Speedball 2.8.99 

Sports Masters Compilation . 19.99 


Star Trek .A1200 22.99 

Sfarlord . 22 99 

Slarush * .16 99 

S. U.B.19 99 

Surf Ninjas .A500 or A1 200 1 7 99 

Slreetfignter 2 . 12.99 

Strip Poker 2 + Data Disk . 6 99 

Super Fighters Compilation .17 99 

Super Hlro * .19.99 

Super League Manoger. 17 99 

Superfrog . . 17 99 

Surf Ninjas .CD32 19.99 

Syndicate.22.99 

Syndicate Data Disk . 13.99 

T2 (Coin Op) . 19 99 

Tetris/7 Colors. 16.99 

T. F X.A1200/CD32 22 99 

TV Sports Duo.CD32 19 99 

The Greatest.21.99 

Tho Kristal .6 99 

The lost Vikings . 20.99 

The Patrician. 19 99 

Theatre of Death . 19.99 

Tomodo.22.99 

Total Carnage. 18 99 

Total Carnage .CD32 19.99 

Trolls.A500 or A1200 9 99 

Turricon 3 . 17 99 

Two Light 2000 . 20 99 

Two Towers . 19.99 

U96 *. 22.99 

Ultimate Pinball Quest . 19 99 

UMS Compilation. 27 99 

Universal Monsters. 17 99 

Uridium 2. 17 99 

Uridium 2 .CD32 22 99 

Utopio 2 .CD32 19 99 

Utopia 2.19.99 

Walker.19.99 

Western Front * .20.99 

Wholes Voyoge . 16 99 

Wholes Voyage . A1200/CD32 19 99 

Wing Commander.A1200 22.99 

Winter Challenge * .22.99 

Winter Olympics.22.99 

Winter Supersports .A500 or A1200 17.99 

Wix’n' Liz. 19.99 

Woody's World. 17 99 

Worlds of Legend. 1 7 99 

Xmas Lemmings . 12 99 

Yo Joe.17.99 

Zool . CD32 19.99 

Zool 2.17.99 

Zool 2 . A1200 17 99 


3.5" BLANK DISKS 


M/vHMBH mmi 

UN8WNDH) 


(boxed) mm 

(lOOSfi 


LOW HIGH- LOW HIGH 

low m 

10 

7.99 9.99 6,49 7.99 

5.99 6,99 

20 

14,50 1940 11.99 15.50 

10.99 1340 

50 

35.00 47,50 26.00 3750 

23.99 3250 

100 

6540 9540 49.99 7299 

44,99 6299 

200 

12540 19000 94.99 14199 

83,99 121.99 

500 

30040 47040 21940 35040 199.99 2*740 

1000 

53000 93000 419.99 63000 349.99 55000 


iytKfki-bM 


| fflwta 20.4.50 50.-1750 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


Arabian Knights 

Blues Browser 


9.99 

8.99 
10.99 

Car* 3 12.99 

Adventure Arcade Game 8.99 


Foo&atCrazy Challenge 
Kick C#* l Aim 
K ick Off 2 Final Whistle 
Kick Off 2 Giants of Europe 
Kkk Off 2 Return to Europe 
Kick Off 2 Wmmrtg Tactic* 
KttkO»2V 2 Meg 
Microprose Golf 
Sabre Team 

Seymour Goes to Hollywood 


Iburxfenft&e 
Wrap Commander (1 Meg) 


9.99 

9.99 

7.99 
7.99 

7.99 

5.99 

7.99 

14.99 

9.99 

6.99 

9.99 

5.99 
:: 5.99 

14.99 

13.99 


EDUCATIONAL 


ADI English 
ADI french 
ADI Maths 
Ahring Puzzles 
Better Maths 
Better Spelfag 
Cove Maze 
Fraction Goblins 
Fun School 2 
FunSchooi2 
Fun School s 
FunScfwjoi 4 
Fun School 4 
Fun School 4 
Junior Typist 


JlAges) 17.9 
| JlAges 17.99 



Maths Manta 
Noddy* Big Adventure 
Point & Create 
Picture Fractions 
Play Room 
Reasoning with Trolls 
tidy the Hksuse 

JUNIOR ADVENTURE 
Robin Hood ( 8 +) 

The Three Beers (5-IOJ 

Wind in the Willows ( 6 t) 

Wizard of Oz 

Scrooge (A Cftrisfmos ( 84 ) 


JOYSTICKS/ACCESSORIES 


Cheetah V, 


DtdtBoxiL^.- 

9htkS.3py-2.Tt 


S uncam Toe 2 
Wko'Q'Stkfe 


24.99 

26.99 

7.99 

14.99 

4.99 

6.99 

10.99 

11.99 

17.99 

4.99 

7.99 

4.99 





ACC HARDWARE PROGRAMMING MANUAL 

THE perfect introduction to programming the Amiga’s hardware using Assembly Language. Everything you will need to 
get started is included in the package. Through an integrated environment you can browse through the chapters, load and run 
examples and invoke the assembler. Topics covered include: Interrupts, Input, The Copper, Replayers, Audio, The Display, 

Sprites, The Blitter, Scroll Text and more. 

Price: Disk 1 (PD) £1.25, Disks 2, 3 & 4 £5.00 each + p&p or purchased together £15 inclusive. 

Amiga Mart... “To put it simply, this package is a mega must-have” 

Amiga Shopper featured Disk 1 on the coverdisk of their December ’93 issue. 

CU Amiga... “should be on the shopping list of every budding programmer ” Rating 89% 


FRED FISH DISKS 

We stock Fish disks 1 to 890. 
A catalogue is available on two 
disks for £1.00 


PICK ‘N’ MIX 

Select from hundreds of 
archives and get just what you 
want on a disk. There are 
numerous subjects to select 
from including utilities, 
graphics, modules, demos 
and games. 

PICK ‘N’ MIX CATALOGUE £0.50 
PICK ‘N’ MIX DISKS £2.00 each 


ASSASSINS GAMES DISKS 
Disk 1 to 110 available. A full 
list of disk contents is available 
on our catalogue disk. 


SCOPE DISKS 

We stock Scope disks 1 to 220. 
A full list is available on our 
catalogue disk. 


ACC DISKS 

We stock all ACC disks. Issue 
32 now available: contains 
mainly WB2 programming 
techniques. £3.50 plus p&p 


We now stock a range of 
accessories, eg: 100 Caps Box, 
Mouse Mat, Dust Cover, Head 
Cleaner, 10 Disks & 100 Labels 
as a Starter Pack for £19.00 inc. 


T-BAG DISKS 

We stock T-Bag disks 1 to 77. 
A full list is available on our 
catalogue disk. 


CLR DISKS 

We stock a selection of CLR 
Licenseware Disks. A full list 
is available on our 
catalogue disk. 


5 DISK PD PACKS 

All the following packs have 
been compiled by Amiganuts 
and contain 5 disks crammed 
with material relevant to the 
subject heading. Price £5.50 
plus postage. 

DESKTOP VIDEO PACK (NEW) 

90 ADOBE FONTS PACK (NEW) 

43 CG FONTS PACK (NEW) 

32 COLOUR FONTS PACK (NEW) 
125 FINAL COPY II FONTS (NEW) 
CHART MUSIC MODULES 1 (NEW) 
B&W CLIP ART PACKS 1, 2, 3 (NEW) 
ARCADE GAMES 1 
ARCADE GAMES 2 (NEW) 


PD DISKS 

We have thousands of PD disks, 
too many to list here. Why not 
send 50p for a copy of our latest 
catalogue 


PD PRICES 

1 to 5 Disks £1.80 each 
6 Disks or more £1.25 each 


POSTAGE 


1 to 10 Disks 

£0.60 

11 to 20 

£1.00 

21 or more 

£2.00 


1 DAFFERN AVENUE, NEW ARLEY, COVENTRY CV7 8GR 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































This is the first in house release 
from Mirage and marks a step 
forward in software design. Rise 
has been created using radical 3D 
modelling software that produces 
ray traced graphics that are 
supposed to be more realistic and 
more animated than ever before. 

Each robot character has been 
modelled element by element from 
original blueprint designs and 
shaped to its exact dimensions. The 
whole figure is then linked 
hierarchically enabling the robot to 
animate realistically. As in the 
movie Terminator 2, there are some 
spectacular effects, like the 
morphing of a liquid metal robot and 
the shattering sequences when a 
robot is defeated. 


The plot is set in the vast 
Electrocorp building where 
military and industrial robotics 
are manufactured. All the human 
staff have been replaced by a 
super intelligent ‘Supervisor’ 
robot, which has become 
infected by a virus and has taken 
over the whole factory including 
the robots within. You control a 
Cyborg, immune to the virus 
which has entered the building 
and must fight it’s way through 
the various defence robots to 
face the mighty Supervisor, 
whose various special moves 
include melting to avoid a punch 
and forming spiked hands! 

A full review will appear in the 
next issue. 



Two magnificent machines face up to 
each other. 

‘All right people, listen up! I want this to 
go smooth and by the numbers...” 


DOGFIGHT - 50 YEARS 
OF AERIAL WARFARE 


Microprose 1 Meg £29.95 
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Choose one to one, mission or what if... 



I’m on his tail. 

With a choice of 12 legendary fighter 
aircraft, each with their own individual 
flight characteristics and 6 accurately 
mapped historical scenarios, 
DOGFIGHT is a pure air combat sim 
that gives you one on one action from 
the word go. 

The idea is quite novel. Imagine 
you are in World War One flying an 
aircraft made out of wood, canvas and 
wire over the deadly trenches of 
Ypres. You then, after downing the 
required number of Boche, fancy 
taking a quantum leap in time and 
jump into the cockpit of the very latest 
fly by wire jet travelling at twice the 
speed of sound. Blam! You are now in 
Syrian airspace using a HUD display 
to target your next attack. 

After that, well you can choose 
World War 2, The Falklands, Vietnam 
or a mixture of all. On top of that, you 
can also make strategic decisions 
within each scenario, enabling you to 
plan combat missions from attacking 
Zeppelins to destroying SAM sites. 
There are also extra resources at your 
command such as other fighters and 
bombers which you can order to 
attack or defend your position. 

The key to the game is the 
adaptability of it, the chance to just 
leap into action at any point in the 
proceedings. You even get the 
chance to decide how many fighters 
will be against you and just where you 



Duel mode - one on one. 



He’s behind you! 


want to start your attack, from behind 
your opponents, side by side, coming 
down from above, below or head on! 

The most bizarre mix of all is to 
attempt to fight in Syria against state 
of the art jet fighters using a Sopwith 
Camel, or visa versa! 

Dogfight is fun to play, but 
seriously flawed. It is all very well 
sitting in your MIG seeking out seven 
Fokkers to blast out of the sky, but 
incredibly they seem to move just as 
fast as you. No sooner have you 
locked on to one than it disappears 
and ends up coming up behind you. 

You get the now standard 
Microprose all round views and 
detailed cockpit graphics, along with 
the usual hefty manual, which is well 
written and contains an in depth 
tutorial for novice pilots. 

All in all an entertaining package 
that is fun to play but lacks the real 
depth of a war campaign sim. 


VERDICT 

GRAPHICS 72% 

SOUND 67% 

-^\Y56% 
OVERALL 61% 


v y 



MAGIC BOY 


Empire Software £24.95 


Little Hewlett, the trainee sorcerer, has 
stayed behind after classes to swat up 
some more and accidentally frees the 
Grand Wizard’s collection of crazy pets 
out of the basement. Hewlett has only 
the rest of the night to find them all and 
put them back. 

That is it as far as plot is concerned 
in this fairly average platformer from 
Empire. It tries to be cute, colourful and 
challenging, but fails on two out of the 
three for me. It is colourful though. 64 
levels of which 4 can be accessed at 
, any time and 32 secret bonus levels are 


One of the bonus levels. 
A typical cutie-pie level. 


specialities on this predictable menu, 
which, whilst offering you a few moments 
of light relief are nothing you haven’t seen 
beforehand, soon becomes tedious. This 


is another full price release which has 
‘BUDGET’ written all over it, even down 
to the dreadfully produced manual, which 
is nothing more than word processed 
pages with a cover. A saving grace is 
that another game ‘Cool Croc Twins’ is 
included in the pack, which gives you 
more of the same. If you want a platformer 
stick to Zool 2 or Alfie Chicken. _ 



OVERALL 


34% 

35% 
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Black 

Crypt 


Hit Squad/ 
Electronic Arts 
1 Meg £12.99 


Wait! I know it’s a budget 
release. That doesn’t mean it’s 
an old game and therefore no 
use. 

Black Crypt is an RPG 
viewed in the normal 3D 
perspective and works in the 
usual icon driven. You get the 
option to personalise your 
crack team of adventurers 
before heading into the 
dungeon worlds. In other 
words, it has everything you 
expect. 

The graphics are 
reasonable and the gameplay 
is fun. It is a bit of a pain at the 
beginning as you spend your 
time picking everything up. 
Weapons and spells need to 
blend well for you to succeed. 

You want to know the plot? 
OK, Estoroth, the dark lord, 
was banished years ago and is 
now staging a comeback 
intending a world tour involving 
mass destruction. You lucky 
four get to try and stop him. I 
don’t know why you’re silly 
enough to try, but you are. 
Somehow, this turn of events 
doesnt’ surprise me. Seems to 
happen every day at the 
moment. Something in the 
water I expect. Look at that, 
another Lord of Darkness out 
to conquer the world - better 
go and stop him. 


VERDICT 



Combat 
Classics 2 


Empire Software 1 Meg £29 .99 



“I’m not asking £100, not 
£50, not even £40. No thirty 
quid ladies and gentlemen 
and these three games are 
all yours.” 

Not bad at all. Thrity 
pounds gets you F-19 
Stealth Fighter, Pacific 
Islands and Silent Service 2. 
Three stonking good sims. 

F-19 is a simulation from 
Microprose and as you can 
guess contains their usual 
eye for detail. The fun of 
taking state of the art 
aircraft into action is 
equalled only by the fact 
that you can bail out 
without worrying about the 
millions of pounds you’ve 
just blown sky high. In fact, 
you’ll probably get little 
more than a “Try and bring 
her home in one piece next 
time.” This game is great 
fun; it takes a while to get 
used to the controls as 
does any Micrprose sim, 


but it’s easy to get hooked. 
Chocks away! 

Pacific Islands is a tank 
sim from Empire. It doesn’t 
look as good as F-19 in that 
the graphics are not quite as 
polished. Commanding units 
and juggling all the skills is 
not an easy task, but one that 
can be fun. 

Lastly, there’s Silent 
Service 2. The sequel to the 
popular submarine sim, this 
game completes the pack 
which allows you to test your 
skills in every element. The 


graphics are great and the 
gameplay is engrossing. 

Each game was a winner 
in its time and the three of 
them together for this price 
is an offer not to be missed, 
if you like sims that is. 


VERDICT 


GRAPHICS 

85% 

SOUND 

70 

GAMEPLAY 


OVERALL 

85% 


Fury of the Furries 


Mindscape IMeg £29.99 




A very strange title and an equally 
bizarre plot bless this game. Small 
furry creatures called Tinies which 
are, apparently, extremely 
mischevious, have returned to their 
home planet after a pointless sortie. 
They find their planet in uproar and 
anarchy and decide to sort it out - 
as you do if you are an ‘extremely 
mischevious’ creature. I’d have 
thought uproar was just their scene. 

Anyway, you control a set of 
Furries, or rather of one who 
metamorphoses (some of us can 
still use the full unabreviated word!) 
between four characters with 
individual powers. In this sense the 
game smacks of ‘Morph’, the game 
where the solution lay in the correct 
use of form for each area. Here to 
certain areas 
can pnly be 
navigated by 
choosing the 
right Tinie. 

This really 
isn’t too difficult 
and I must say 
that I kept 
wondering 
when I would 
have to actually 
do anything. For me the levels 
seemed somewhat sparse, 
especially to start with. Mostly it 
was a case of navigating static 


A nosey Furrie investigates a noise. 


We’re furry and we’re mean. 


traps, which 
doesn’t really get 
you on the edge 
of your seat. 

The graphics 
are of a good, 
but not 
exceptional 
standard. I 
suppose I have 
to say the same 
of the music. As I seem to have to 
say too often, this game is 
reasonable, but not arresting. It 
won’t be a ‘classic’, but will live its 


brief shelf life before disppearing. 
Don’t misunderstand, the game is 
not exactly deficient, just not 
outstanding. 
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his complete Spanish 
language course offers 24 
programs designed 
primarily for GCSE level 
but it is also likely to be useful for 
business, as it includes a program 
which generates Spanish business 
letters. Holiday makers would also 
benefit too. The course covers 
spoken Spanish, vocabulary, verbs 
and grammar. The serious 
elements are interspersed with 
games, which include a graphics 
adventure game, puzzles and 
pictures such as the Holiday 
Madness graphics adventure game. 
This should only be played when 
you have a basic grasp of the 
vocabulary, as it involves a bus 
journey because the hotel you 
booked into is further from the 
beach than your brochure would 
have you believe. (That 
can’t be Spain, can it?) 

The bus rattles and 
shakes its way along the 
beach to a pretty awful 
tune which makes you 
feel travel sick if it goes 
on too long! 

A small but useful 
book, a full version of 
Harrap’s Spanish 
Vocabulary, is included in 
the box along with a 
helpful explanatory 
leaflet. The course of 24 
programs takes 
beginners up to GCSE 
following the National 
Curriculum, which tests at 
14 and 16 years at key stage 3 and 
4. The levels of attainment targets 
are broken down program by 
program, preparing students for 
both oral and written exams. 

Micro Spanish has an electronic 
interpreter included which can also 
be used to translate or to access 
the course notes by selecting the 
key marked ‘Help’! Probably the 
most appealing feature is the 
inclusion of real speech. You have 
to fill in the form about yourself in 
English words, letters or numbers 
and then listen to each question. 
You reply in Spanish by selecting 
the appropriate answer. In privacy, 
you can practice your accent 
without feeling too self-concious. 
After all, your Amiga knows you 
pretty well by now. Most 
encouragingly the program 
attempts to teach you to think in 
Spanish, rather than translating 
word by word. 

When you believe you have 
made sense of the words, the 
Newspaper program lets you test 
out your general understanding. 

This program involves reading an 
article from a Spanish newspaper 
and answering questions about it. 
The important words are given in 


the first few questions and the rest 
you must learn to guess from their 
context. 

Having mastered the rudiments 
of the language you are now ready 
for ‘role play’ - which teaches some 
useful Spanish sentences for 


rapid 

thinking. 

One 

drawback, 
noticed by 
our senior 
tester who is 


MKROH 
SPANISH 




Martin Witton learns to shout 
Ole! with the correct accent. 


taking Spanish at University, was 
that if your vocabulary stretches 
further than that permitted by the 
program, you may be marked 
incorrect because the program 
doesn’t allow you any varuation 
from the already set answer.In the 


Title pages aren’t the most exciting thing 
in any language, but look what you can 
learn from this program. 


surviving in a Spanish¬ 
speaking country. The 
problem is described in 
Spanish and then you 
have to key in what you 
would say in Spanish 
after speaking it aloud. 

This is very useful though 
it is said the best way to 
learn any language is to 
find someone to give you a 
thorough immersion in the ideas 
and culture of a country as well as 
its language. Sometime this is 
called getting a “Pillow Dictionary” 
but Spanish fisherman whom British 
holidaying girls are reputed to 
favour may not be the most 
academically qualified as language 
tutors. 

If you pick up this package with 
the idea of learning and not just 
watching then you must take into 
account the perseverance and self- 
motivation needed to follow a self¬ 
tuition course. However, by being 
able to see one’s own general 
improvement of knowledge each 
step can be a rewarding 
experience. 

You are marked by a 
percentage at the top of the screen 
with a seconds timer to encourage 


language. While the interface is not 
difficult to use, a little more 
imagination could have created a 
less plodding way of accessing the 
undoubtedly substantial material on 
the two disks. And the whole thing 
could have been brightened up by a 
more professional design even of 
the word pages. But for its practical 
purpose is is a very 
recommendable edutainment 
program that can be used with 
enjoyment and profit by almost any 
age group, cl 



program all questions are 
simply laid out with clear 
guidelines on how to 
answer them. However a 
small criticism is the 
dullness of the colours 
used on the word 
screens. Why is it 
necessary to use such 
muted colours and dark 
backgounds? It didn’t 
encourage me and I don’t 
think making it look so serious or, in 
fact, boring helps at all. 


conclusion 


Micro Spanish is certainly a well- 
worked out program and offers a 
simple but effective way of 
acquiring a basic knowledge of the 







The pronunciation is a useful aid to 
getting the right sound as letters are not 
pronounced the same way as in English. 


INFO 


Price: £24.99 
Contact: LCL 

Thames House,73 Blandy Road, 
Henley-on-Thames, RG91QB 
Tel: 0491 579345 








































Unleash the ultimate in 
Graphics Processing Power 
by upgrading your Amiga 
or PC with Director II. 


A Powerful 32 Bit Graphics Engine for Amiga or PC Platforms 


Tritec Marketing 


The Director II 32 bit system card brings the ultimate in graphics 
processing power to the Amiga and PC Platforms. When used with 
a range of readily available software packages the Director II 
allows you to upgrade your office and home Amiga or PC to 
provide broadcast quality Paint, 3D Modelling, Morphing and CAD 
capabilities. Consider the uses for a system as powerful as this. 
Professional video production, animation, CAD, scientific 
visualisation and many other integrated video/computer graphics 
applications are all achievable. 

FEATURES 

• 24 Bit live image capture. 

• 8 Bit linear keyer. 

• Digitally designed Genlock in 525 or 625 lines giving 
improved stability. 

• Supports all PAL or NTSC broadcast sample rates. 

• Supports up to 1600 x 1024 work station screens. 

• Scrolling of full screen 24 bit pictures. 

• 4 Meg VRAM & 4 Meg CPU DRAM. 

• On board TMS 34020 processor with optional 34082 
co-processor. 

• Powerful expansion port for additional RAM and accessories. 

• Available in Amiga or PC versions. 

PROCESSING POWER 

The expandable design of DIRECTOR II boasts enough VRAM for a 
double buffered 32 bit display in PAL. The output may be scrolled 
directly from an internal buffer of 1024 x 1024 pixels in 32 bit. 
Horizontal resolution is infinitely programmable from 640 to 1500 
pixels in 525 or 625 line rates. Increased resolutions are possible 
using the extra crystal sockets provided. 


4 Megs of DRAM are provided, either as a graphics scratch pad or 
to run stand alone 34020 code, enabling the use of the optional 
34082 co-processor for ultra fast rendering calculations. Optional 
expansion cards may be added to the ports on the top of the 
DIRECTOR II. These accessory cards fit into the PC slots on the 
Amiga or PC for user convenience. 


SOFTWARE COMPATIBILITY 

Director II is supported by many of the leading Paint, 3D Modelling, 
Morphing and CAD software packages. Animation control is also 
available and our policy of continued development means we will 
be constantly working with other software developers to increase 
the libraries available to us and to include features such as, DVE 
with 3D effects. 


TECHNICAL 

The CPU used in Director II is a Texas Instrument TMS 34020 
graphics processor running at 32Mhz or 40Mhz (with optional TMS 
34082 maths and 3D co-processor). 

4Mb of 64-bit VRAM for image storage plus 4Mb of 32-bit DRAM 
for processor use is provided. 

The Director II on the Amiga configures as both a contiguous 4Mb 
block with separate 64K control window (an '030 or '040 
accelerator with extended ram is recommended for use if not 
already fitted as standard). The PC version is port mapped and 
configures using standard jumper links. 

A high definition version of Director II is available to output 1250 
and 1 125 lines. 


Tritec Marketing 

Tritec Marketing Limited 

54-56 Station Approach, South Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 6SA 
Tel: 081 845 1400 Fax: 081 842 2781 
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A1000 
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Introduced in 1985, the 
very first Amiga - the A1000 - had a 
mere 128K of RAM (later increased 
to 256K) and required Kickstart to 
be loaded from floppy before 
anything could be done. These 
specifications may seem humble 
today, but the A1000 was admired 
by all those who encountered it, 
even at the price of around £1700. 
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The AlOOO... in its time considered a 
power house of a machine that was more 
user friendly than any other computer. 
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A2000 

&A1500 


Two years later, Commodore’s next 
machine was the 2000, coming in at 
just under the £2000 mark. It had a 
case large enough to incorporate its 
5 Zorro II slots and a video slot. The 
latter made the first Video Toaster 
possible. It could run PC software 
via a bridgeboard and came with a 
3 1/2 disk drive (and an option of a 
5 1/4"), a megabyte of RAM and 
Kickstart now on ROM. 


A500&A500+ 

For most people, this is the 
model which stands for Amiga. The 
most successful of the range (to 
date), the 500 was also launched in 
1987. It had Kickstart 1.2 on ROM 
and 512K of RAM. The cost of £599 
rapidly fell to £399. The relatively 
low price helped to establish the 
machine as THE home computer of 
the late 80s. 

A games machine that doubled 
as a home business computer with 
superb expandability, it was adored 
by the public and third party 
developers - once wedded to the 
ST - jumped on the bandwagon. It 
was later upgraded to the A500+ 
with the ECS (Enhanced Chip Set) 
and 1 Meg of RAM as standard. 


The most successful Amiga was 
bundled with everything under the sun. 
The public loved it and made it a 
smashing success. 
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Amiga- We’ve 
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one now in development! 
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CDTV 


Commodore Dynamic Total Vision 
(!). Oh dear. A rather unfortunate 
blemish on Commodore’s record 
here. Launched in May 1991, it was 
essentially an A500 with a CD 
drive. It looked like a CD player and 
was supposed to bring multimedia 
to the masses for a somewhat 
prohibitive £599. 


When the top of the range came out, its 
price held it back. But quality always wins 
through and this machine gave professional 
users the power they needed. 



IP 

^ The Amiga 2000 - 

Commodore said “Now 
we mean business!" It gave 
birth to the Video Toaster, but 
became in the UK a pretend 1500. 

The A1500, appearing in 
November 1990, was only sold in 
the UK and was really only an 
A2000 with two 3 1/2 disk drives. In 
fact, 1500 owners may find that 
peeling back the 1500 badges 
reveals the 2000 label underneath! 


Commodore’s march of progress continued in October of 1990 
when they released the A3000, which now sported Zorro III expansion 
slots. The A3000 was powered by the 68030 processor and had the much 
improved Kickstart 2. A powerful machine, the 3000 quickly gained 
the support of third party developers who bestowed it with 24 bit 
graphics. At first the price was about its title - £3000, but PC prices 
were falling fast and that limited its market share. However, those 
who bought the 3000 still seem to be utterly loyal. 
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obviously not 
ready. Estimated 
sales of the 16 bit 
machine were around 
25,000 and in its first year CDTV sold 
more than the A500 had - not bad for 
a new technology. But the masses 
were obviously not ready to move into 
the CD age. It has been replaced by 
the new CD 32 - based on the more 
advanced 32 bit A1200. 


An attempt 
at multimedia for 
the masses went awry 
when the Amiga factor was 
ignored. 


A600 


Incredibly, this machine did very 
well considering that its shelf 
lifespan was marginally longer than 
that of a fruit fly. The A600 was an 
A500+ manufactured with surface 
mount technology which made it 
both smaller and more reliable. 
However, it did not permit much in 
the way of upgrading which did not 
make it popular with more serious 
users. And it looked like a toy... 

It also came in bundles and had 
the option of a hard drive fitted, but 
had no numerical keypad. Starting 

Anri?fac^ hen n first a PP eare d in 
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A1200 


Possibly this is the most amazing value Amiga 
ever. Launched at £399 in autumn 1992, with 
its 32 bit technology, it could replace the A500 
as the byword for Amigas. It has the 68020 EC 
processor and the AGA chipset. An A1200 
with hard drive is so inexpensive and yet 
so powerful that the machine is being 
snatched up by a rightly appreciative 
public. Now in a bundle at £349, the 
stand alone is down to below £299 - 
a real bargain. If you haven’t got 
one, don’t walk, run to the nearest 
dealer and get it. 


The A1200 is a real bundle of delight 
and superb value. It has 32 bit 
technology and an AGA chipset. 


0 Amiga CD 32 


Launched in September 1993, costing 
£299, the Amiga CD32 is being 
presented as an upmarket games 
console in competition with the toy 
level Nintendos and Segas. A 
machine with great potential... are 
Commodore making another mistake 
in not pitching it directly at the Amiga 
market? It is really an A1200 with a 


CD drive. It will soon be able to play 
films from CD when Commodore 
make the FMV (Full Motion Video) 
module available. CD quality sound 
and AGA graphics make the CD 32 
the most logical choice for anyone 
looking for a games machine. The 
rumours are that a keyboard and 
mouse will also become available to 
make the CD 32 a fully functional 
computer. Sega and Nintendo could 
be in real trouble. 


A5000? 


Pure conjecture here - an A4000 with the AAA chipset that is bei 
tested now running at a higher clock rate, 33 MHz or even 40 If* 
It will have 16 Bit, 8 channel sound and allow up to 64 Mb of RAH 
° n >iiH i n ]f ,therb0ard *° r SO Lew E 99ebrecht claimed - as reporter 

ZTa * jrsonally - we wonder if we might eventually see the Ion 
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7 A4000/030 
& A4000/040 

At present these two are the top 
end Amigas. Powered by the 
68030 EC and the 68040, the 
A4000 has the capability to rule 
the world, sorry, do just about 
anything. The 040 was launched in 

September 1992 and the 030 

followed in March of the next year. 
The AGA chipset and Workbench 
3 combined with its processing 
power has made it an attractive 
machine for professional users. It 
has found its way into everything 
from producing cartoon characters 
for television to multimedia contro 
at museums. 

The A4000 has made 
sure that the Amiga is no 
longer taken lightly in 
professional circles. 


Initially Commodore refused to let 
it be associated even within a short 
physical distance of the Amiga. 

But the 
masses 
were 


Know 
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wo new hardware items 
from GVP should have 
begun shipping by the 
time you read this. The 
EGS-28/24 Spectrum is a high 
performance, high resolution 24 bit 
graphics board that will take any 
Amiga 2000, 3000 or 4000 beyond 
AGA. Working in PAL, SECAM or 
NTSC with a resolution of 1120 x 
832 pixels, it will adapt 
automatically to 16 bit or 32 bit 
Zorro slots. It features a pass¬ 
through for the Amiga RGB display 
which means that only one monitor 
is required - an important feature 
as Amiga users have sometimes 
found that similar cards require 
two monitors in a working set-up. 

Multiple boards may be 
installed in the same Amiga. For 
professional 3D animators, for 
example, this means that a 
wireframe display, the animation 
itself and control panels can all be 
viewed at the same time (this 
would require additional monitors, 
of course). 

The Spectrum system uses the 
new Enhanced Graphics System 
device libraries and will support 
Commodore's RTG graphics 
standard when this is released. 
Accompanying the Spectrum is 
EGS Paint, a real-time 24 bit paint 
package, claimed to be ‘very fast* 

(•)■ 


The second product is 
TBCPIus, an internal broadcast 
quality video processing card. It 
operates as a time-code receiver/ 
generator operating in all VITC 
and ITC formats as well as 
providing a real-time frame 
grabber and 16.7 million colour 
frame buffer with paint and image 
processing software. All the usual 
special effects such as 
solarization, pseudo colour, 
strobe, freeze and monochrome 
are possible. Composite and Y/C 
video are handled via a three 
channel input switcher. 

The TBCPIus fits into the Zorro 
slot of any suitable Amiga and 
multiple cards may be installed in 
one machine for professional 
setups. 

Both these products interact 
with ImageFX, which aui rated 
highly in a recent review. ImageFX 
has now been upgraded to version 
1.5, featuring a new system - 
‘MAGIC* - that allows applications 
to share images in memory, 
reducing memory overheads when 
multitasking several graphics 

programs aUhe same time. 

MAGIC stands for Multi 
Application Graphic Image 
Communication and should prove 
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Other features 
include faster operating 
times, preview displays 
for higher resolution 
drivers such as DCTV 
and OpalVision, greater 
scanner support and a new 
macro system that 
automatically creates AREXX 
scripts. 



INFO 


Contact: Silica Systems 
1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, 
Sidcup, Kent DA144DX 
Tel: 081 309 1111, 


COLUMN 

Alms Puzey keeps you in the 
Picture on the video scene. 




97 FUNCTION 
AND CONTROL 


BUTTONS ON THE REMOTE 
PANELS ENOUGH FOR YOU? 


Numerous remote control and panel buttons for this machine, on special offer to aui 

readers. 


super VHS 


Tecno have a feature packed Super 
VHS machine, the VR813, 
currently reduced by £200. But if 
you produce this issue of aui when 
purchasing the machine, they will 
give you a handful of blank video 
tapes, to the value of £30. Can’t be 
a bad introduction to the superior 
quality of Super VHS - which is also 
compatible (for signal, not cassette, 
of course) to Hi-8, just in case you 
have a camcorder of that ilk. 

A Super VHS machine is an 
ideal complement to a hi-band 
camcorder, allowing editing of much 
higher quality. The Philips VR813 
has some extraordinary featuresl. 
Even it your TV set is not equipped 
with Fastext or Teletext, the VR813 
will enable you to receive it. 

With ‘Programme Delivery 
Control’, the video recorder will 
switch itself on at the exact moment 
a TV programme commences, even 
iUhe actual broadcasting time 


Fantastic! But to do this the 
broadcasting station must be 
transmitting the PDC code and at 
the moment only Channel 4 is doing 


Graphic warning about the dangers of some battery 
dischargers. 


this, though the other channels are 
likely to follow in the near future. No 
more lost recordings due to a World 


tooltoaW maVch bewva 


dischargers 

Items such as camcorder battery 
dischargers fall outside the sphere 
of aui but with an increasing 
number of Amiga users with 
camcorders, I feel this merits a 
mention in this column. The 
December issue of “Camcorder 
User” contains an in-depth review of 
dischargers, 
revealing that 
many of them 
do more harm 
than good to 
your expensive 
batteries. 

For those 
who haven’t 
come across 
them, 

dischargers are 
used to drain 
the camcorder 
battery to the 
optimum level, 
which prevents 
deterioration of 
the battery - a 
common 
occurrence with 
casual charging habits. So, if you’re 
thinking of buying one, you’d be 
well advised to check out the 
stouaWorv VvrsX. » 


rescheduled in front of the 
programme you wanted! 

There is an effective child lock, 
preventing unauthorized use of the 
recorder, seven heads for perfect 
still picture (useful for computing), 
support for ‘widescreen’ 16:9 
aspect ratio for when this becomes 
more popular and it can be used as 
a high-class Hi-Fi Stereo sound- 
only recorder. 

The Philips VR813 is currently 
£599 at Tecno. For more information, 
visit any store (preferably with your 
copy of aui ) or telephone Andy 
McCormack on 081 898 2772. 





























■NJHPD 

Over 3000 disks available including Utilities. Games. 
Fonts. Demos, Clipart, Music and many more. 

I Send now for our catalogue on disk for only SOp - 
: ,\ll orders sent 1st Class the same day 

FREE DISKS 

* Order 10 pick another disk free 


DEPT AUI, 12 Meesons Mead, 
Rochford, Essex SS4 1RN 
Tel: (0702) 546796 


w 100 PD games for 
r only £7 incl P+P^ 


ONLY 

80p 

PER DISK 

Add bOp per order for p+p 
Cheques P C) payable to NJH PD 


GAMES 

I □ Star Base 13 (2) 

I D AGA Klondike (3) (1200) 
□ Gnu Chess (WB2/3 <>nlv) 

I D Rodouldix 
□ Super Deluxe Facman 
□ Skeet Shooting 

I D 2 Player Soccer League 
□jelly Quest 

I D Arcade Volleyball 
□ Skidmarks 

I D 21 Games Disk 
□ Tetris Pro 
□ Billy Burglar 
I DArtiilerus 
■ □ Starians 

I D Wibble World Giddy 
□ Neighbours (2) 

I D Bombjacky 
□ Fighting Warriors 

I D Baldens Grove 
□ Battle Cars 2 
□ Soccer Cards 

I D Dr Mario 
□ 18 Hole Golf (2) 

I D Balloonacy 
□ Fruit Salad 

I D Asteroids 2 
□ Donkey Kong 

I D AGA Tetris (1200 only) 
□ Gameboy Tetris 
□Tetren 

I D Under 
□ Top of The League 

I D Space Wars 
□ Chess 

I D Cliff Hanger 
□ Turbo Thrust 
□ Verb Quiz 
I D Airport 
* DTank Attack 

I D Cricket Game 
□ FI Grand Prix Demo 

I D Super Skoda Challenge 
□ Parachute Joust 

I D Atic Atac 
□ Llama tron 
□ Olympiad (2 Disks) 

□ Word Search 


500/500+/600/1200 PD DISKS AT LOW PRICES 


UTILITIES 

□ Kick I .3 

□ Kick 1.3+ (1200 only) 

□ How To Code In C 

□ IQ Tester 

□ A-Gene 4 

□ Engineers Kit 

□ Chess Tutor 3 

□ Andya WB3 Utils (1200) 

□ B-Ba.se 3 

□ No Errors 

□ Numpad 

□ WB3 Emulator 

□ Race Rator 

□ Address Book 

□ Polyed 

□ Med Modules (3) 

□ Virus Killers 

□ Free Paint 

□ 200 Utilities 

□ Fakemen 

□ Text Engine 4 

□ V-Morph 2.3 

□ Amiga Beginner 

□ Sid 2 

□ Octamed 2 

□ ProTracker 3-lb 

□ Spectrum Emulator 1.7 

□ Font Farm 3 

□ 600 Business Letters 

□ Kickstart 2 Emulator 

□ Messysid 2 

□ Ncomm 3 

□ Imagine Objects 1 

□ Imagine Objects 2 

□ D-Copy 31 

□ FreeCopy 1.8 

□ Maverick Copy 

□ WB3 Backdropsd 2 ou»niv) 

□ WindBlend (1200 only) 

□ Amos Pro Udate 1.1 

□ Address Print 

□ Libel Print 3 5 

□ Golf Recorder 

□ Dart Machine 

□ Account Master 

□ Biorythms 

□ Address Book 

□ Printer Drivers 

□ Med Samples (2) 


lj rnnitrurivers ...., 

i^JWord Search^ ^ □ Mtjc^Samjilt£^) U Snow Joke 


DEMOS 

□ Panta Rehi (1200 only) 

□ French AGA Demo (1200) 

□ Planet Groove < 1200 <>niy> 

□ Trojan Tracks II 

□ Rombus Demo (1200) 

□ Jesus On E's (2) 

□ In The Kitchen 

□ Endless Melodies (2) 

□ Pheonix Demo 

□ Star Trek Rave Demo 

□ Piano Music 

□ Rave Attack 2 

□ Rose Bud To Funkcy 

□ AGA Slides (1200 < >nlv) (3 > 

□ State of the Art 

□ Rave Vision 

□ Desert Dreams (2) 

□ Revelations 

□ Alchemy (2) 

□ How To Skin A Cat 

□ Bait Masking (2 Meg) 

□ Quality Time (5 Meg) ( 4) 

□ Speed Limit (2 Meg) (3) 

□ Dolphin Dreams 

□ Lethal Exit 

□ The Wall (6) (2 drives) 

□ Wicked Sensation (2) 

□ Kefrens Dane 

□ Mayday Resistance 
D Technological Death 

□ 2 Unlimited (2) 

□ Boundless Void 

□ Alpha & Omega 2 (3) 

□ Extensions 

□ 242 Demo <needs fast rami 

□ 3D Demo 2 

□ HardWirred (2) 

□ The Invisible World 

□ Capri Slideshow (2) 

□ Ghost Pool 

□ My Tin Toy 

□ Thunderbirds Music (2) 

□ Led Zeppelin Guitar Solos 

□ Spaceballs Mobile 

□ Sound Of Silents 

□ Neural Assault 

□ Hoi Mindwarp 11200 only 

□ Snow Joke 


MUSIC PACK 

Contains Octamed 2, 

2 disks full of 
modules and 2 disks 
of samples 

All this for only 
£4.00 

FRED FISH 

We Currently stock 
Fred Fish 1-890 full 
Catalogue available 
only 50p 

All orders sent same 
day first class post. 
High quality disks 
Low prices 
Why pay over the 
odds prices when 
you can have the 
same software at 
only 80p a disk. 

GRAPEVINE 17 

This is the latest issue of the 
greatest disk magazine you 
can buy. Hundreds of 
articles on three disks. Very 
highly recommended read. 
Brilliant topics. Jokes, 
Stories, etc. 

ONLY £2.40 + p&p 

ASSASSINS GAMES 

We stock the Assassins 
collection 1 to 133. Each 
disk full of games. Brilliant 
value and all for only 

80p a disk |j 



Our extensive range of educational subjects now include: 


o 

MATHS 

O 

GEOGRAPHY 

O 

SPORT 

O 

o 

FRENCH 

o 

HISTORY 

o 

FIRST AID 

O 

o 

GERMAN 

o 

ENGLISH WORDS O 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

o 

o 

SPANISH 

o 

SPELLING 

o 

ENGLAND 

o 

o 

ITALIAN 

o 

ARITHMETIC 

o 

SCOTLAND 

o 

o 

SCIENCE 

o 

FOOTSALL 

o 

NATURAL HISTORY 

o 


Write or phone for our FRGC 16-page colour catalogue of 
Educational & Leisure Software (State computer type) to: 


Kosmos Softuuare Ltd, FR66POST (no stamp needed) 
DUNSTRBL6, Beds. LU5 6BR 
Telephone 0525 873942 or 875406 



.Ab hour mail order service..W.Ab hour mail order service.. 


_ ' ;> 




AMIGA REMtS 

FIXED CHARGE ONLY £42.99 Incl. 


FIXED CHARGE INCLUDES PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY, VAT 
90 DAY WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS 
24 HOUR TURN-AROUND ON 95% OF REPAIRS 
[ ALL UPGRADES PURCHASED FROM US FITTED FREE WITH REPAIR 
INCLUDES REPAIRS TO DRIVE & KEYBOARDS, ADD £10.00 
IF NEED REPLACING, FULL DIAGNOSTIC TEST AND SERVICE 


Est. 

12 Years 



INTERNAL 3.5" DRIVE £38.99 

Simple to Fit, fully documented 
ROM SWITCHER £14.95 

Keyboard/mouse switched 
KICKSTART 1.3 ROM £25.00 

For software compatibilitiy 
KICKSTART 2.05 ROM £29.90 

Upgrade to A500+ ROM 
SUPER DENISE £28.70 

Excellent value 

68000 CPU £15.00 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


A500 MODULATOR £18.00 

Exchange!Repair 

A500 KEYBOARDS £44.10 

Factory new, Genuine part 
FATTER AGNUS 8372A £36.50 

1 Meg chipram compatible 
CIA IC £9.20 

Printer, Serial, Drive ports 
GARY IC £11.50 

PAULA IC £19.95 

A500 PSU £25.00 


A ATTENTION ALL DEALERS A 

Our company now offer the most competitive dealer repair service. 

Full credit facilities available 

Send for our Free information pack today... 


We reserve the right to refuse repair for whatever reasons 
I Prices only valid with this coupon 

Service HOTLINE (0533) 470059 

DART Computer Services i 
| 105 London Road 

Leicester LE 2 opf SH0 Computer "Services 

mmmsk 
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WHY NOT JOIN THE GUILD OF PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEOGRAPHERS. WE CAN OFFER AMIGA AND VIDEO 
TRAINING COURSES AT REASONABLE RATES AND MUCH 
MORE BESIDES. SEND FOR INFORMATION PACK TO 

THE GOLD OF PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEOGRAPHERS 

11 TELFER ROAD, RADFORD, COVERNTRY CV6 3DG 
OR PHONE/FAX 0203 601966 



D.D.P.D* 

from 99p 

Disk prices 1-10-El.25 • 10-25-21.10 »25+-99p 

Postage:- U.K. 70p - Europe £2.00 - World £4.00 

GAMES 

U103 Flexidump 

G109 Crazy Sue 

U105 Ncomm 

G112 Monopoly 

U107 D COPIER 

G116 Backgammon 

U115 PRINTER DRIVERS 

G120 Yahzee & Othello 

U116 Verdict Word Processor 

G147 Ouizmaster 1 & 2 

U121 Ultimate Paint 

G148 Scrabble 

U122 Amiga Fox (D.T.P.) 

G149 2 Player soccer 

U131 Astronomy 

G152 Marble Slide 


G155 Tennis 

MISCELLANEOUS 

G157 Simpsons 

C110 Xmas Clip Art 1 


C111 Xmas Clip Art 2 

UTILITIES 

El04 Learn & Play 1 

U102 3Z Database 

El05 Learn & Play 2 

1 Plus many more titles 

I For free catalogue send stamped addressed envelope • Cheques payable to D G Dunn | 



5 Erlestoke Way, Penhill, Swindon, Wilts. SN2 5ND. Tel: 0793 726146 
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I ou have a logo and the 
name of the company on 
paper. 

How do you get these from 
paper to 2D and finally to 3D? 

What are the best programs to use 
and how do you use them? 

That is what we’re here to answer. 

“I hold in my hand... a piece of 
paper.” Said Senator McCarthy (no 
relation!) 

This is what you usually start 
with. So you have two real choices, 
either you use a scanner or a 
digitiser to capture the image. 

If you use a digitiser, then you’ll 
also need a camera but this does 
give you a large degree of flexibility. 




Barry McCarthy gives you 
some hints and valuable tins on how 
to make that magic symbol live in 
the third dimension- 


In The Beginning Was The.. Logo 




The logo converted to 3D. 


The camera can 
also be used to 
capture textures 
and objects from 
real life. The 
digitiser will enable 
you to grab images 
or even sequences 
of images from 
video tape. A 
camera is really 
ideal for the 
videographer or 
creative artist. 

The scanner 
route is a little more 
direct, with only the 
scanner itself 
necessary for scanning in images. 
The images themselves, can be of 
a very high resolution, giving you 
cleaner and more detailed scans 
but possibly making objects 
unnecessarily complex. Also, you 
don’t have so much of a problem 
with distortions due to uneven 


Art Department Pro's VLab Loader. 

lighting or the physical distortion 
caused by the lens of a camera. 
Finally, scanners are ideal for DTP 
work, so if that’s a vital area, you 
may want to take this route. 

TIP: Lighting is THE most 
important element of digitising. 
Make sure it’s even (use 2 lights at 
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Imagine’s 2.9’s Spline Editor. 

least) and try daylight bulbs for 
more accurate colour. Take plenty 
of time focusing the camera before 
you digitise. 

TIP: Digitise the logo as large 
as possible and as STRAIGHT as 
possible. This makes the cleaning 
up process easier. BUT be aware 


of parallax 
distortion. This is 
essentially lens 
distortion but most 
evident at the 
edges of the lens, 
where the picture 
will seem to bow 
in. 

RECOMMENDED: 
V-Lab y/c and an 
S-VHS, Hi-8, or 
Broadcast camera 
(oh yeah!?). In 
fact, if you can 
afford it, get a 
scanner too. 


cleaning up 


Spline editor: Pick Group 1 


I v v v if y v 
! -t x>x-i i xi x i—x 


L 


Now comes the worst bit. You have 
to take your captured images and 
convert them to a useful image 
format and THEN clean them up. 
This involves removing any artifacts 
and unnecessary pixels by HAND. 
Yuch! The main point here is to 
make sure that your image 
conversion stage automatically 
removes most of these unwanted 
bits, making the hand-made bit 
easier. 

Programs to try would be Art 
Department Pro, Image FX and 
Image Master. After lots of fiddling 
about, I find ADPro still produces 
the best results with some ideal 
tools, a good speed and the ability 
to capture straight into the program. 
Mind you the new versions of both 
the other two are now extremely 
close and they have much more 
agreeable interfaces. 

RECOMMENDED: Art 
Department Professional 2.3 then 
Image FX 1.5 and Image Master. 

TIPS: Capture your image in 24 
bit. In ADPro, raise the brightness 
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The logo executed 
in Art Department 
Pro. 


The logo grabbed in 
24-bit. 

and contrast 
(very high) and 
Execute in 2 
colours. Now use 
Rem_lsolated_Px!s. 

If your lighting 
was good, the 
image can be 
very close to 
perfect. It’s a 
good idea to 
experiment with 
different 
brightness and contrast settings. 

Now comes the bit I hate. Load 
the logo into Brilliance or Deluxe 
Paint and spend a bit of time 
cleaning it up by hand. Straighten 
edges, make curves more natural. 
The best tools to use are straight 
line, magnify and stencil but after a 
while you’ll be able to do this pretty 
quickly and almost without thinking. 

RECOMMENDED: Brilliance 
and Deluxe Paint are the only two 




Pixel 3D Pro is the most complicated. 


real contenders and they’re both 
very good at the job. My personal 
fave is probably Deluxe Paint but 
that’s because I know it so well. 

three dee 




Now to turn your picture into a 3D 
shape, you’ll need to make sure of a 
few things. Ensure your logo picture 
is on top of colour 0. In other words, 
colour 0 (The first colour in the left of 
the palette. Usually black but it 
doesn’t have to be.) will be entirely 
transparent. A hole. 

There are several programs that 
you can now use to do the actual 
conversion process. Pixel 3D 1.1, 
Pixel 3D 2, Pixel 3D Pro, Imagine 
2,2.9,3.0. Hang on, why put Pixel 
3D down 3 times? Ah well, I’ve 
recently found that after struggling 
for eons with the overtly complex 
conversion routines of Pixel 3D Pro, 
I’ve gone back to the earlier 
versions. In fact version 1.1 is the 
best for a straight conversion from 
2D to 3D. Just choose the output 
format and set line straightening to 


10. That’s all there is to it. Blissfully 
uncomplicated. If you need fancy 
bevelling then Pixel 3D Pro is the 
only current choice but it’s a 
nightmare to get conversions right 
and the manual helps not at all. 

Imagine 2.0+ will also convert 
from within the detail editor. It’s 
pretty basic but it can work well with 
some logos, give it a try (anything 
that means you don’t have to 
struggle with PixPro). 

text 

What about text? Right, well we’ve 


2.9 review (this AUI ), this does the 
same job as PowerFonts but using 
PostScript type 1 fonts. Why not 
Compugraphic? Why? Why? 
Why? WAIT! I’ve changed my 
mind (a bit). 

PostScript is an accepted 
standard on Mac and MSDOS as 
well as most mini/main-frames and 
UNIX platforms, in fact everything. 
Everything except the Amiga. It 
has its OWN universal format! I 
say; use PostScript because 
everyone else does. We NEED to 
be part of the wider view and things 
like PostScript, DXF, ascii... are all 
essential elements. If the Amiga 



PIXEL 3D RGB VI,1 - By Scott Greyson Thede - © flxion Software 1998 


Pixel 3D 1.1 is the best. 


got a few good choices here. The 
best way by far, is to use a 
scaleable font and convert directly 
from this to 3D. PowerFonts (now 
version 2 I believe but hard to get 
hold of) from Activa International, is 
a superb product and works 
brilliantly with Compugraphic fonts. 

If you’re using Real 3D, then it’s 
THE choice but it’s just as good 
with other formats. By the way, you 
may soon see it incorporated into 
the next version of Real 3D 2. 

The other choice is Imagine 2.9/ 
3.0. Eh? The latest version of 
Imagine has a Spline Editor. As 
you may have read in our Imagine 


and its software does not make 
itself able to adapt to all platforms, it 
simply will not survive. The world is 
too big and the Amiga is too small 
(at the moment). 

Back to Imagine 2.9. The spline 
editor is, in fact, very super. I may 
have been a little harsh at the time. 
The main problem of not many 
fonts seeming to load can be solved 
with another piece of software. 
TypeSmith, from SoftLogic Corp. 
This is a fabulous program, that can 
turn fonts backwards and forwards 
between pretty much any format, 
Amiga or no. Thanks to Graham 
Baldock for lending it to me. Now 



you need only obtain one type of 
font format (ANY format). 

Where from? PD libraries for 
Amiga and PC (the A4000 can read 
DD or HD PC 3.5" disks) provide a 
large source. The other place to 
look, if you have a modem, are 
BBSs. These can be a very rich 
source of excellent fonts. 

If you can’t find the exact font to 
match the logo’s lettering, either 
edit it in Imagine 2.9/3.0 or you may 
have to treat it the same as the logo 
(do it by hand). 

RECOMMENDED: PowerFonts 
and Imagine 2.9/3.0. 

RECOMMENDED: TypeSmith. 

what next? 


The only thing left to do now, might 
be to extrude the logo in some way. 
This stage is best left to your 3D 
program such as Real 3D or 
Imagine. 

Finally, when the logo is in 3D, 
you can add all the nice textures 
and surface qualities and animate 
it. Simple really. 

One last piece of advice. Logos 
need to be very smooth. You can’t 
get away with jagged curves or 
faces showing in the surfaces. Use 
as many edges and points as 
possible. Real 3D has a big 
advantage, as it uses smooth/ 
curved lines to describe shapes but 
building logos can be a bit more 
difficult if they’re complex in any 
way. 

TIP: In Imagine, use Phong 
shading over the whole object and 
then Pick Edges for the edges that 
need to be sharp and use Make 
Sharp. With a bit of fiddling, this 
will produce very professional 
results, cl 


FINAL 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Imagine 2.9/3.0 
Real 3D 1.4/2.35 
ADPro 2.3 
Image FX 1.5 
Brilliance 1 + 

Deluxe Paint 4.5 AGA 
Pixel 3D 1.1 
Pixel 3D Pro 1.01 
PowerFonts 1.0/2? 

TypeSmith 1 + 

V-Lab y/c 


INFO 


Contact: First Computer Centre 


Armley Park Court 
Leeds LS122AE 
Tel: 0532 319057 
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Scoring 


The marks awarded to 
each PD disk are based 
purely upon its own 
merits and, of course, our 
personal views. Value for 
money and reliability are 
also taken into account 
as well as features and 
quality of the software. 



STAKEOUT 


Compatibility 

The PD disks reviewed in this 
issue were tested on an A500 
with Kickstart 1.3. Please check 
with your PD supplier that the 
disks you are ordering are 
compatible with your Amiga. 
Amiga Plus, 600, or 1200 
owners should be aware that 
roughly half of the software in 
the public domain will not work 
with Kickstart 2 or 3. Always ask 
first._ 


Is the Public Domain on the upswing or is this just a good month? Gideon Overhead 


has dug out loads of niftv and not many nast programs to help you build up vour 


collection at a next to nothing cost. 



Disk VI089 KEW=II 


There is only room on this disk for 
four AGA pictures but they are 
something special. The first two are 
by the famous fantasy artist, Boris 
Valigeo. They both feature monsters 
and have been scanned in. The 
pictures are so large that there is not 
enough screen to view them on, so 
you have to move around it using 
the mouse. 

The third is an amazing 
rendered picture of a dragon. This 
impressed us so much we just had 
to get it into the magazine. You can 


see it on page 109 of the January 
issue, although it looks a lot better 
on a monitor. The fourth picture is 
er, well, how can put it? A lady’s 
rear end! Its very good quality 
though. (I am, of course, an expert 
in this sort of thing.) 

This disk also contains an 
excellent GIF viewer which is one of 
the fastest around. It is much 
quicker than Viewte k and shows the 
picture as fast as 
the Amiga can 
load it. 







Disk RGA026 Roberta Smith 


The game Boggle brought back 
memories of my childhood. It is a 
box which contained 16 Dice. This 
box was shaken and the dice then 
fell into a grid. The object was to 
make as many words as possible 
out of the letters within a specified 
time limit. 

This computer version works 
well. The dice are selected and are 
accompanied by a suitable rattling 
sound. You select the words either 
by clicking on the dice and then 
pressing return, or by simply using 




the keyboard. This is a preview 
copy, if you want the full version you 
will have to register. This will cost 
you a measly $3, and is very 
reasonable when you consider the 
quality of the game. In return you 
will get a code sheet. Upon loading, 
the program asks you for a code. If 
you have the sheet then you will be 
able to play the full game. Which is 
certainly fun and 
carry an addictive 
punch. 


am 


Is it PD or 
SHAREWARE? 

All freely distributable software comes under the rather deceiving 
umbrella of “public domain”. Quite a lot of this software is, in fact, 
shareware. Shareware means that if you like the software, or use it 
regularly, the author will request a reasonable donation from £5 to £20. 
There is usually a note on the disk informing you if the software is 
shareware or regular PD. Whether or not you send a donation to the 
author depends totally upon your level of conscience and morals. 
Remember, if you send a donation to the author, you may receive an 
updated version of the software. Even if you don’t receive an update, 
you will have given the author the incentive to continue contributing into 
the public domain. 
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Babylon 5 Slide Show 





digitised directly from the TV 
and the quality is 
consequently poor. There 
are all in low res HAM. and 
though they are interesting 
as they were crated on the 
Amiga, they lack the quality 



Disk 2781 17 Bit 


After the success of science fiction 
TV shows like Star Trek, The Next 
Generation and the spin off Deep 
Space Nine, TV companies have 
once again realised that science 
fiction fiction shows though 
expennsive to make are very popular. 
There are even plans to bring yet 
another Star Trek spin off to our 
screens called Star Trek Voyager! 

There are several other Sci-Fi 
shows currently showing on 
American TV. Some of them have 
been successful, others not. British 
viewers might be aware of the 
program Seaquest DSV, which 
contains graphics created on the 
Amiga using the Video Toaster. 

Babylon 5 is another show in 


which the Video Toaster was used. 

It is said that the whole show would 
never have got off the ground - no 
pun intended! - if the Amiga hadn’t 
been used to keep the cots down to 
a reasonable level. Because it is the 
huge expenditure on special effects 
that makes Sci-Fi TV shows or 
movies so expensive to 
create. 

ft 


T 


This disk 
contains 15 
pictures from the / 

Babylon 5 series. 

We have printed some B5 pictures 
before, and these were actual 
rendered images which were of a 
very high quality. These pictures 
however are not. They have been 


tomake them really 
worthwhile adding 
to your collection. 


-a 



Organised! 

Disk B11004 
jVJ rJ f jiJ W'ii y Fi sleds 

Before the programmers at Micro- 
Systems software get on the phone 
to take Magnetic Fields to court, this 
is not the commercial database 
program of the same name, but a 
disk that is designed to get your life 
organised. It contains three 
programs and will be most useful to 
those of you who are working and 
are house owners. 

The first program is called the 
Household Inventory Manager. It 
provides a convenient method for 
recording and keeping track of your 
valuable items such as your 
wonderful Amiga. It is very important 
that you keep accurate records of 
your property as this will help you 
get a prompt and equitable 
settlement from your insurance 
company if you have the need to 
make a claim. 

You can enter information such 
as the article, description, Serial No, 
Location, and Insured value. Also on 
the disk is an accounts program 
called The Money Program which 
keeps track of your financial record. 

The final program, however, is 
the most interesting. Organised! as 
it is called, is a filofax on a 
computer. The screen is laid out just 
like a filofax and includes a diary, 
address book, phone book, and note 
pad. There is even a calculator 
thrown in for good measure. This is 
an excellent disk for those of you 
who want get your household in 
order without the need for 
purchasing expen U "N 
software. Come, Vl | ! i 
get Organised! I yf | \j 


Disk 2810 A/B 17 Bit 


Some of the most impressive 
pictures that I have seen have been 
ray traced. And by far the best have 
been space scenes. The pictures on 


Road 2 Hell 

Disk GA 123 
Magnetic Fields 

This surprisingly good AMOS game 
models itself on several car racing 
epics. It contains elements of both Nitro 
and SuperCars. For those of you not 
familiar with any of these, they are the 


Road To Hell 



type of racing game in which you view 
the action from above and try to steer 
your car round the circuit, overtaking 
other cars and avoiding collision with 
obstacles. 

Both these commercial games 
needed a lot of practice before you got 
the hang of the car. This meant much 
crashing and was very frustrating. As 
Road 2 Hell is a Shareware gam, and 
taking into account that a lot of work has 
gone into it, the playability is though not 
up to commercial standard still very 
good. 

As with Nitro, you can buy 
upgrades for your car. These range 
from Armour, which prolongs the life of 
your car, to missiles for obliterating 
your opponents. 

You can race against the computer 
or even a friend. This is achieved by 



using split screen. The action is silky 
smooth even on a basic A500 but I still 
found it difficult to avoid crashing into 
the sides of the track (but then maybe 
my driving isn’t that terrific after all). If 
you enjoy this type of racing game then 
Road 2 Hell is a 
must. It is easily the | 
best PD version 
I have seen so far. 


EMI 


these disk have been rendered 
using Imagine 2 and been touched 
up with Opalvision. This means they 
are in glorious 24 Bit. It is a shame 
that they have been converted into 
low res interlace HAM. Infinite 
Frontiers who created the pictures, 
should have released an AGA 
version which would have made this 
slide show truly breathtaking. All the 
slides are on the theme of Star Trek 
The Next Generation, and contain 
various Federation and Romulan 
Ships. As these two are enemies, 
most of the pictures are battle 
scenes. Some of the ships look 
hybrid; put together from several 
different models. But the quality of 
the pictures make them well worth 
looking at and 
keeping, 
especially for 
Trekkies. 


EM) 
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The Machine 


P.D. 

STAKEOUT 


Disk G501 
5 Star PD 

You will probably find this AMOS 
platform game quite frustrating to 
play at first, but the playability 
although somewhat difficult to get the 
hang of, is good. The aim of the 
game is so boring and cliched that I 
am not going to even talk about it. 
Let’s just say there is someone to be 
rescued and you are the man, or in 
this case the cat for the job. All you 
have with you is a big wooden club 
with which you can momentarily stun 
any baddies that try to stop you. 

To complete each level you 
have to collect all the pills that are 
lying on the floor and on the 
platforms. On the later levels some 
of the pills are located down the side 
of the ladder and have to be 
gathered up using the same method 
you would if you were playing the 
game BombJack. This evaluation 
copy only contains ten levels. If you 
like the game you can register and 
receive a staggering fifty! 


Disk 2782 17 Bit 


Disk DEI 67 Magnetic Fields 


fast and colourful journey across a 
vector landscape. 

This is followed by a very basic 
two colour animation of what looks 
like an American city. This spins 


This demo contains some nice 
effects, all of which are quite 
original and clever. On the first 
screen a very ordinary vector cube 
flies around the screen distorting 
the word “Extention”. After this we 
are presented with a wonderfully 


There is a game on the PC called 
The Incredible Machine. In it game 
you are given strange puzzles to 
solve. Unfortunately this disk is not 
that game or even a game at all but 
a series of three animations. Oh 
well, that’s life.. 

The animations are all of 
complex machines in perpetual 
motion, and are fascinating to 
watch. The first is called PCB and 
shows balls being fed through a 
machine. The second is Gerb and is 
a complex machine just for feeding 
a stupid rodent. I can’t work out 
what the third one is doing perhaps 
you can from the 
picture here. No 
prize if you do 
though. 


am 


around and looks very good. The 
best effect is left to last. This 
features the return of the boring 
blue vector cube. However as well 
as just spinning monotonously 
around, something is added which 
makes it very interesting. A stream 
of pixels falls from the top of the 
screen and hits the rotating cube. 
They then fly 
off in all 
directions. 


am 



98 


aui FEBRUARY 1994 





















































































❖ AMIGA PD -ALL models ALL versions * 


bIK 


7 Callander Road, Catford, London. SE6 2QA 
Tel:-(081)4731650 


THE FIIWL FROMM 

This is the highly acclaimed 5LAK trek diskmag. 

Full of interesting features, photos, interviews, exclusive art by 
T.Richter, music by Bjorn A. Lynne plus MUCH MUCH MORE. 
Every ^tar trerfaji should have this, order yours now 
Issue 6 (5 disks) available now at £6.50!!! inc p&p 

Five pravious Issues also available. 


NEW*****COCKTAIL RECIPIES(6 disks/£15.00y***'NEW 

This volume contains almost 1,000 cocktails, these include Gin, Rum, 
Tequilla,Champagne, Schnapps, Vermouth plus a host ot others. 
Also contains information to help you get started. 


IFF SOUND SAMPLES 

These Sound Samples will work with any music package that supports 
IFF 8SVX. i.e. ProTracker, Octamed, etc. These have been fully sorted, 
and placed into relavent directories. 

rftHHtiti of oamplco jiou « «« iiacitto) 

SAMPLES 1 (6 disks/£15.00) (485) BassGuitars. ElectrlcGuitars, AcousticGuitars. Bells 
SAMPLES 2 (5 disks/£12.50) (227) Beats, Rap. Brass. Scratch. Flute+more. 

SAMPLES 3 (5 disks/£12.50) (760) Snares, Drums. Violins. Tambounne. Sitar + more. 
SAMPLES 4 (5 disks/£12.50) (456) Organs. Piano, Harpsichord. Cymbals, Wind + more. 
SAMPLES 5 (6 disks/£15.00) (398) Strings. Synth. Orchestral. Heavenly + more 
SAMPLES 6 (8 disks/£20.00) (439) Contains voca samples from trom a variety of areas. 
SAMPLES 7 (6 disks/£15.00) (141) Star Trek. Cartoons. Star Wars. Monty Python + more. 
SAMPLES 8 (5 disks/£12.50) (195) Animals. Natural. Around The Home.Vehicles + more. 
SAMPLES 9 (5 disks/£12.50) (212) Weapons&Explosions. Clocks, Bells. Alarms. Various. 


MUSIC MODULES 

These can be used in Amos Pro, 
ScalaMM200, and any other application that 
supports music modules to add music to your 
demos/creations. Each volume comes 
supplied with a music module player, so you 
can listen to them straight from the disks. 


MODULES 1 
MODULES 2 
MODULES 3 
MODULES 4 
MODULES 5 
MODULES 6 
MODULES 7 
MODULES 8 
MODULES 9 
MODULES 10 
MODULES 11 
MODULES 12 
MODULES 13 
MODULES 14 
MODULES 15 
MODULES 16 
MODULES 17 
MODULES 18 
MODULES 19 
MODULES 20 
MODULES 21 
MODULES 22 
MODULES 23 
MODULES 24 
MODULES 25 


(5 disks/£12.50) 32 
(5 disks/£12.50) 35 
(5 diska/£12.50) 35 
(5 dlsks/£12.50) 39 
(5 disks/£12.50) 34 
(5 disks/£12.50) 41 
(5 disks/EI2.50) 42 
(5 disksKI2.50) 36 
(5 disksKI2.50) 37 
(5 dlsks/EI2.50) 35 
(5 disks/£12.50) 27 
(5 disks/£12.50) 29 
(5 disks/£12.50) 36 
(5 disks/£12.50)31 
(5 disks/£ 12.50) 34 
(5 disks/£12.50) 32 
(5 disks/£12.50) 33 
(5 disks/£ 12.50) 35 
(5 disks/£12.50) 29 
(5 disksA: 12.50) 36 
(5 disksrtl2.50) 37 
(5 disks/£12.50) 32 
(5 disksKI2.50) 35 
(5 disks/£12.50) 36 
(5 disksKI2.50) 32 


music mocules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 
music modules 


CLASSICAL BOOKS 

These can be loaded into ANY WP/DTP or they can just be read directly from the disks. 

BOOKS 1 (12 disks/£20.00)The BIBLE, this has been divided into chapters for easy access. 

BOOKS 2 (7 disks/£14.00) The BIBLE This volume contains the Bible in continuous form. 

BOOKS 3 (8 disks/£16.00) Contains the works of SHAKESPEARE too many to mention!!!!!! 

BOOKS 4 (9 disks/£17.00) Contains a lot of the writings of ARISTOTLEeg. Prophesy, Metaphysics, etc. 
BOOKS 5 (5 disks/£10.00) Contains the writings of PLATO eg. Law, Crito, Criterias, Ion, Menon etc. 
BOOKS 6 (6 disks/£12.00) Contains the writings of PLUTARCH eg. Dion, Marcus Cato, Aristides etc. 
BOOKS 7 (5 disks/£10.00) LEWIS CARROL, BRONTE SISTERS, CHARLES DICKENS. 

BOOKS 8 (5 disks/£10.00) Contains the works of EDGAR ALLEN POE122 writings from this author! 
BOOKS 9 (5 disks/£10.00) MARK TWAIN,HENRICK IBSEN,THOREAU, BARONESSS ORCZY 
BOOKS 10 (5 dlsks/£10.00) H.G.WELLS and JULES VERNEWar of the Worlds, 20,000 Leagues etc. 
BOOKS 11 (5 disks/£10.00) HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSONUgly Duckling, Snowman and loads more! 
BOOKS 12 (5 disks/£10.00) JANE AUSTEN and MELVILLEPride & Predujice, Moby Dick and lots more! 
BOOKS 13 (6 disks/£12.00) CHAUCER, DEFOE. MILTON Robinson Crusoe, Parson's Tale and more! 
BOOKS 14 (4 disks/£8.00) Contains the diaries of RICHARD FRANKLIN 
BOOKS 15 (5 dlsks/£10.00) Contains the works of JACK LONDON and THOMAS PAINE 
BOOKS 16 (5 disks/£10.00) Religous volume with The Qu’ran, Buddha, Hindu, Shirazi, Sophocles. 
BOOKS 17(4 disks/£8.00) Contains PASCAL and KIPLING Jungle Book, Kim and loads more! 

BOOKS 18 (5 disks/£10.00) Contains LEO TOLSTOY’S War and Peace 


BOOKS 19 (3 disks/£6.00) 
BOOKS 20 (4 disks/£8.00) 
BOOKS 21 (4 disks/£8.00) 

BOOKS 22 (3 disks/26.00) 

BOOKS 23 (3 disks/£6.00) 
BOOKS 24 (4 disks/£8.00) 
BOOKS 25 (3 disks/£6.00) 


Contains LEO TOLSTOY’S Anna Karina. 

Contains CHARLES DARWIN Descent of Man and Origin of the Species. 
Contains the works of IMMANUEL KANT Pure Reason and lots more! 
Contains MIGUEL DE CERVANTES Don Quixote 
Contains ADAM SMITH Wealth of Nations 

Contains BRAM STOKER/ ALEX DUMAS Dracula and Man in the Iron Mask 
Burke. Marx, M.L.King, Magna Carter, Wilde, Coleridge, The Cid, UN. 



SOMETHING FISHY 

Tired of buying a Fish disk for only one program? Then try our unique service "SOMETHING FISHY" For £6.00 you 
pick the Fish files you want and we will create custom disks for you....Send off for our info pack for full details. 


FOR FREE INFORMATION PACK, PLEASE SEND A SAE 


Cheques / Postal Orders payable to BTK e&qe 
Cheques subject to 5 working day clearance 


FRED FISH DISKS 1 -910 
We stock Fish disks to 910 
£3.00 each or buy 3 or 
more at £2.50 each 


The - 

KEW=II 

Collection 



P.O. Box 672 
South Croydon 
Surrey CR2 9YS 
Tel: 081 657 1617 


Public Domain and Shareware 
- fully tested, documented and virus free! 


THE LEADER 

OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW! 


The LATEST in PD and 
SHAREWARE! 

PLUS! Free help & advice by 
post or telephone - anytime. 
# Written Help! sheets. 



❖ Edited & Printed docs. 

❖ YOU choose the programs 
WE make you YOUR disk. 

❖ 1-3 FULL disks £1-50 each. 

❖ 4 plus disks £1.25 each. 


UNIQUE 'Pick Your Own Programs' for FULL DISK VALUE! 


❖ FREE CLUB MEMBERSHIP* 
INFORMATION PACK & 
CATALOGUE DISK only £1 

❖ Including the LATEST Virus Checker & FREE updates ❖ 


BRUCE SMITH BOOKS 


History of the Amiga 

£8.99 

Mastering Amiga Beginners 

£19.95 

Animation Vol 1 

£10.99 

Mastering AmigaDOS 2 Vol 1 

£21.95 

Animation Vol 2 

£14.99 

Mastering AmigaDOS 2 Vol 2 

£19.95 

Star Wars Animation Collection 

£8.99 

Mastering Amiga Printers 

£19.95 

Amiga Graphics Vol 1 

£10.99 

Mastering Amiga Assembler 

£24.95 

How to Animate 

£10.99 

Mastering Amiga System 

£29.95 

Animation 101 

£12.99 

Mastering Amiga AMOS 

£19.95 

Amiga Primer 

£14.99 

Mastering Amiga Arexx 

£21.95 

The Delux Paint IV Video Guide 

£14.99 

Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Ref 

£21.95 

Advanced Techniques with DPaint 

£14.99 

Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Tutor 

£21.95 

Magic of Music & MIDI 

£12.99 

Amiga A1200 Insider Guide 

£14.95 

Audio Production for the Amiga 

£12.99 

Amiga A1200 Next Steps 

£14.95 

Desktop Video Vol 1 

£12.99 

Assembler Insider Guide 

£14.95 

Desktop Video Vol 2 

£12.99 

Amiga Gamers Guide 

£13.95 

Hot Rod Your Amiga 

£10.99 

Mastering Amiga C 

£19.95 

Amiga Service & Repair Video 

£10.99 

Amiga A600 Insider Guide 

£14.95 


BOOKS FOR SERIOUS USERS 


Amiga ROM Kernal Libraries 

£34.95 

Amiga ROM Kernal Includes 

£34.95 

Amiga ROM Kernal Devices 

£25.95 

Amiga Hardware Ref. Manual 

£25.95 

Mapping the Amiga 2nd Ed. 

£25.95 

Amiga DOS Manual 3rd Ed. 

£21.95 

Amiga Real Time 3D Graphics 

£14.95 

Best Amiga Tips & Secrets 

£16.95 

Amiga Desktop Video Power 

£24.95 

Computers & Chaos Amiga Ed. 

£14.95 

Amiga Intern 

£32.95 

Using Arexx on the Amiga 

£29.95 

AmigaDOS 2 Companion 

£22.95 

Intuition Practical Guide 

£16.95 

Amiga Graphics Inside & Out 

£29.95 

Program Design Techniques 

£16.95 


Prices include postage in UK. 

Add A l per hook Europe. 

Add 25 ( !<» for airmail elsewhere. 
Access and Visa accepted. 
Cheques payable to DTBS. 
Books normally in stock. 
Dispatch normally within 2 ihrs 
if books in stock. 

SHOWROOM: 

413 Manchester Road, 
R ochdale, OL11 3PG . 

Open Tuesday JOamopm 
Wednesday lOam-lpm & 6.30-9pm 
Thursday 2pm-9pm Friday 10am- 1pm 
Closed Monday & Saturday. 

TeL fax 0706 715028. Answ erphone 
w hen shop closed. 


MAIL ORDER TO: D T B S (Dept AUI), 

18 Norwich Avenue, Rochdale, Lancs OL11 5JZ 


AMIVISION SOFTWARE 


PowerBase v3.30 


The easiest to use and best value for money 
database package available for the Amiga. 

Up to 10,000 record on a 1MB Amiga 
Easy to use - pull down menus, V.C.R style control panel, 
and a separate pop up menu with the most used functions 
8 field types, include IFF pictures and unlimited length 
text files into your records. Calculate fields automatically 
from others 

Incredibly powerful record filtering facilities 
Lightning fast and comprehensive searching and sorting 
Label printing, reporting and many other printer options 
Design an unlimited number of form layouts 
Output data to screen, printer, labels, or a file for mail 
merging etc. 

View your records in 4 modes - page, record, table, and 
the new form layout view 

Hard disk installation utility, additional utilities, and 
example files 

Other features include: timed auto save, alarm, many 
preferences (including a printer preferences section), add/ 
edit fields at any time, record calculation, key macros, 
keyboard shortcuts password protection, intelligent date 
fields, on-line help for all functions, easy record editing, 
personalised with each customers name and address, and 
much more all from one easy to use package. 


“It's fast, inexpensive, and simple to use 
without being to simplistic, the uses - 
interface is clear friendly and good for 
new users,” 

Amiga Shopper, October 93 



“the best value user-friendly 
database on the Amiga” 
Amiga Computing, September 93 
“Great database, with video style 
contents. Lots of features” 
Amiga Format Gold Award 

“the finest example of business 
software to date”, “incredibly easy to 
use” 

CU Amiga 


Complete with detailed instruction 
manual for just £14.95! 


FREE FREE FREE 

Catalogue upon request 

DEMO DISK £1 


The POWER COLLECTION 

Incredibly powerful and yet user friendly database system 
Complete word utility (crossword/anagram solving + loads 
more) 36,000+ word dictionary 
Personal organiser (Diary, address/telephone book, 
automatic reminders, regular events etc. 

Create menus for your disks (add an IFF picture to the 
background - stunning) 

File management utility 

SAVE £15! - ORDER NOW - FOR JUST £24.95! 

All programs come complete with detailed instruction manual 


Power Base V3.30 

£14.95 

Word Power V2 

£9.95 

Power Planner 

£5 

Menu Power 

£5 

Disk Power 

£5 


All programs require I MB and are compatible with ALL Amigas including A1200. 

Prices fully inclusive for UK. Overseas orders please add £1.00 P+P. 

♦Please make cheque/postal order payable to:- S.Rennocks 

Dept AUI, 1 Cherrington Drive, Great Wyrley, Walsall, West Midlands, WS6 6NE 





























































Mad Fighters 


WB2/3 
Utils 3 

Disk U1080 
KEW=II 

This is a very useful disk which is 
crammed full of excellent utilities 
which I shall list with a brief 
description of the more 


STAKEOUT 


Disk RGA034 Roberta Smith 


It is instantly apparent where the 
author got the idea for this game, 
Street Fighter II. Even the samples 
appear the same, but I am afraid the 
graphics and game play arn’t. It is 
so unplayable that you end up 
waggling the joystick randomly, 
desperately trying to cause some 
sort of injury to the other player. And 
unlikely to achieve much success. 

Both players possess minimal 
graphic detail. This is probably 
because otherwise the Amiga would 
slow thr action down too much. As in 
Street Fighter II, if you find yourself 
in a tight spot you can use the 
character’s special move. This 
usually involves some sort of energy 
discharge that momentarily fries 
your opponent. This game could 
have been excellent if the 
programming were of higher quality 


and the emphasis put more on the 
playability. As it is 
it doesn’t compare 
to its original 
model. 


tm 


interesting ones. 


• • • • • Mean CD Machine^ 


FracBlank is a commodity 
screen blanker which will start to 
draw real plane fractals, very 


Disk CRAIG004 Roberta Smith 


pretty. Lazybench is similar to the 
excellent Tools Daemon which 


What can we say? Mr. Collins has 
done it again! What an amazing 
animation this is. Craig Collins 
decided to put his support behind 
Commodore’s CD32 and thought 
that a good advertising campaign 
that takes people’s breath away 
would do the trick. Let’s face it, 
Commodore’s effort doesn’t exactly 
blow your mind! 

As well as featuring the CD32, 
this animation contains both CD-I 
and Mega CD. All the machines are 
represented by three sports cars. 



The first one over the finishing line 
becomes the dominating CD console 
on the market. Craig has introduced 
some new effects in this animation 


Mean CD Machine 



including an expressive human face 
and animated cars. Guess which 
console wins the race... 

This anim, like those before it, 
uses a 16 colour grey scale, and 
has no sound. This allows 1.5 
minutes of high speed action. It 
comes on four disks and you will 
need a minimum of 1 meg chip and 
3 meg fast ram to see it. But it is 
great and I’d recommend 
Commodore to get 
it into TV straight 
away. Great stuff! 





extends your Workbench menus 
and allows you to configure them 
to run up to 30 applications. HSV 
is a small palette utility which 
contains both HSV and RGB 
sliders for adjusting your screen 
colours. 

GuiArc is a brilliant program 
which gives the user a friendly 
and easy method of dealing with 
archives. If you are sick of typing 
in the command and working out 
all the arguments for LHA, and 
don’t have a copy of Directory 
Opus, then this program is for 
you. 

Also on this disk is Magic 
Menu which you had AUI 
Coverdisk a couple of issues 
back. It is a great little program 
which alters the appearance of 
your pull down Workbench 
menus. You can configure it so it 
will act rather like the PC 
Windows system so you don’t 
have to keep your finger on the 
right hand mouse button to keep 
the menu up, only a single press 
is required. 
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Disk GA095 Magnetic Fields 


This vertical shoot ‘em up scrolls 
very smoothly. That is until any 
enemies come onto the screen. 
Then it all goes horribly wrong. That 
is if you are using a normal A500. If 


you have a A3000 it is quite 
playable. The graphics are very 
good which is strange because 
usually in PD shoot ‘em ups the 
playability is good but the graphics 
are awful. I am not saying the 
playability is bad in this game, it’s 
just very difficult. 

The music and selection system 
are both excellent and you can see 
the similarity between this and the 
Team 17 game Project X. It is a 
good effort but is 
let down by both 
awkward and 
difficult game play. 



Ice Runner 


Disk GA141 

Ice Runner is a platform game 
based on Bload Runner which was 
reviewed in the October issue. This 
is based on the original, Lode 
Runner. Ice Runner however is 
better than Bload Runner. Still 
following? Good! 

This version is better 
programmed and presented. You 
use a pick to chip through the ice. 
This is done if you are being chased 
by a baddie. He will then fall through 



Magnetic Fields 


the hole in the ice and cling to edge 
for dear life. After a few seconds 
he’ll clamber out and resume his 
pursuit. The ice will then freeze over 
a few seconds later. If you time it 
just right you can get the man to fall 
into the hole and the ice will freeze 
over and kill him. If you were a fan 
of the original Loderunner then you 
will love this. 

Others might find 
it slightly too 
bland. 



Black Dawn 


Disk PG219 Pathfinder PD 




anew 
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Anyone who has played and enjoyed 
Captive will love this version of the 
game. It is very similar, right down to 
the shops from which you buy your 
upgrades. Both Black Dawn and 
Captive are modelled on the game 
Dungeon Master which, not 
surprisingly, involved you wandering 
through a dungeon killing baddies and 
casting spells as you went. 

Unfortunately here there is no 
spell casting, but there is a lot of 
killing. In Captive you had to rescue a 
scientist who lay at the end of a very 



long trail. In Black Dawn you have to 
complete set missions. The only 
aspect all the games have in common 
is the intelligence of the monsters. 
They all shuffle slowly towards you 
and growl from time to time causing 
injury. When they die, money is left on 
the ground which you can then use in 
the shop and you can buy better 
weapons, armour, and medical kits. 
Passwords are given when you 
complete a mission and this helps 
keep your interest up. There is 
nothing worse than a game like this 
that hasn’t any sort of save option. 
Black Dawn is very playable and the 
only niggle is that control is via arrow 
icons on screen which are clicked on 
with the mouse. My hand was itching 
to use the keypad 
but this is not 
supported. But it’s 
a really good effort. 




CONTACTS FOR PD REVIEWED^ 

IN THIS ISSUE 


Roberta Smith DTP (PD) 

Pathfinder PD 

190 Falloden Way 

41 Marion Street 

Hampstead Garden Suburb 

Bingley, 

London NW11 6JE 

West Yorkshire 

Tel: 081 455 1626 

BD16 4NQ 

KEW=II 

17 Bit Software, 

PO Box 672 

2/8 Market Street 

South Croydon 

Wakefield 

Surrey 

West Yorkshire 

CR29YS 

WF1 1DH 


Tel: 0924 366982 

Winning Post 


Mental Image 

Magnetic Fields 

16 Mile End Avenue 

PO Box 118 

Hatfield, Doncaster 

Preston 

DN76AU 

Lancashire, PR2 2AW 

DKB Slideshow 

Five Star PD 

3 Hydeside Gardens 

48 Nemesia 

Edmonton 

Amington 

London N9 9RP 

Tamworth, B77 4EL 


If you have 
created a 
masterpiece 

and you would like it reviewed here or if you own 
a Public Domain company and want to 
contribute new and interesting PD, please don’t 
hesitate to send it in. 

The address is: 

The PD Stakeout 

aui 

48/52 George Street, 

London W1H5RF 
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I uarterback is a reliable, easy-to-use, 
backup utility program from Central 
Coast Software which can work with 
I disks, hard disks and other high- 
capacity storage units (including tape-based). 
The program’s main window is split into two 
parts: the Control Panel on the left, which 
contains information displays and buttons for 
controlling Quarterback, and a Display List on 
the right, where Quarterback displays volume 
details, file catalogues, session logs, etc. A 
variety of pull-down menus are also available 
which contain commands used to control 
Quarterback’s operation. 

Many advanced features have been provided 
including 12-16 bit compression, direct control of 
tape drives, buffer and I/O characteristics, and 
so on. Like Ami-Back, all Quarterback program 
settings can be saved either as a default or user- 
specified file. 

ARexx macros are also supported and 
these can be tied to the Amiga keyboard’s 
shift-function keys and loaded on startup. 
Quarterback’s ARexx facilities are 
comprehensive - there is ARexx support for the 
Backup and Restore operations and for path 
setting and all sensible Project menu, Option 
menu, Tag menu, Utility menu and Tape 
control commands. These four ARexx driven 
general requesters have also been provided to 
allow ARexx scripts to collect user-supplied 
OK, OK/Cancel Yes/No/Cancel and text 
information. 


Requestl <display info> 

Display requester with specified 
text and a single OK button. 

Request2 <display info 

Display requester with specified 
text along with OK and Cancel 
buttons. RC set to 0 if OK is 
selected and 1 if Cancel is 
selected. 

Request3 <display info> 

Display requester with specified 
text and Yes, No and Cancel 
buttons. RC is set to 0 if Yes is 
pressed, 1 if Cancel is pressed and 
2 if No is pressed. 

RequestText <display info 

This displays a requester 
containing the display text along 
with OK and Cancel buttons and a 
text collection gadget. As with the 
other requesters RC is set to 0 if 
OK is selected and 1 if Cancel is 
selected. If OK is chosen then any 
text placed into the string gadget is 
returned in ARexx’s Results 
variable. 


So if you want to ask a user to enter the 
name of a partition to be backed up you would 
just use this type of code: 

options results 

RequestText ‘Please enter partition name’ 
partition_name$=results 

The Tag commands (Tag and Untag being 
the Quarterback terms for selecting and 




This month Raul Overaa provides a 
guided tour of ARexx facilities of 
Quarterback and Quarterback Tools- 


deselecting files) are a good example of the type 
of ARexx facilities on offer... 


Tag 

Tag the currently selected files 
and drawers 

TallAII 

Tag all files at the current directory 
level and down 

Untag 

Untag the currently selected files 
and drawers UntagAII Untag all 
files at the current directory level 
and down 

TagFilter 

Display the Tag Filter requester 



With ARexx’s help Quarterback operations can be 
completely automated. 


These along with commands like SetPath 
<pathname> and named backup and restore 
instructions allow the Quarterback file selection 
and backup/restore process to be completely 
automated. Backing up all the files on a partition 
called Work: for example could be done using 
this script: 

/* Quarterback ARexx example 7 
Backup ‘Work:’ /* partition name 7 
TagAII /* select all files, dirs, and sub-dirs 7 
Proceed /* start the backup 7 

quarterback tools 


This is the accompanying set of utilities for 
finding and repairing problems on both hard 
and floppy disks. It is capable of recovering 
files which have been accidentally deleted, 
finding bad blocks and marking them as 
unavailable, and generally salvaging disk 


information which might otherwise have been 
totally lost. There’s a Replicator program for 
making multiple copies of disks, a Locator tool 
which can find files given only part of a name, 
a Brain Cloud utility that can modify a disk so 
that it becomes unrecognisable to AmigaDOS, 
and a sector editor. Other utilities include a 
disk eraser, file eraser, encrptor, keystroke 
finder and system mover tools. 

You can control the main program tools via 
ARexx using a command set which is not 
unlike that of Quarterback itself. This can be 
done either by using the internal macro running 
options or via an external script. Commands 
are available for setting device/volume 
characteristics and invoking and using the 
various tools (Recover, Repair, Optimize, Edit 
and so on). In most cases you would set the 
appropriate general characteristics, for 
example, device name, select the tool, adjust 
the parameters to suit, and then use the Start 
instruction to get things moving. To use the 
Optimize program to rearrange a disk for faster 
file access for instance you could use this 
script: 

/* Quarterback Tools ARexx example 7 
SetDevice DFO: 

Optimize 

OptimizeOptions FileAccess 
Start 



More ARexx goodies are on offer with Quarterback 
Tools. 

Quarterback Tools provides similar ARexx 
controlled requester facilities for collecting 
user-supplied OK, OK/Cancel Yes/No/Cancel 
and text information and it is also possible to 
directly control the Preferences settings of the 
program. & 
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1-99 . 

.36p OVER 99 .34p 


Spoils of War. 

.£10.99 

Hero Quest. 

.£7.99 

Space 1889 . 

.£6.99 

Sink or Swim. 

.£7.99 

Team Yankee . 

.£8.99 

Gauntlet III. 

.£7.99 

Kid's Pack. 

.£7.99 

Putty. 

.£11.99 

FI G/Prix Circuits. 

.£6.99 

Suspicious Cargo. 

.£8.99 

Gazza II. 

.£6.99 

Lotus III . 

.£9.99 

All Triple Packs . 

.£12.99 

Cool World . 

.£12.99 

Predator II . 

.£3.50 

M/Prose Golf. 

.£14.99 

King of Chicago. 

.£3.50 

Switchblade II. 

.£6.99 

Sporting Tr angles. 

.£2.50 

Harlequin. 

.£8.99 

Night Hunter. 

.£2.50 

ro «;n 

Pacific Islands. 

.£13.99 


TRIPLE PACK 1 (DEUTEROS. BATTLE VALLEY. HAMMER BOY). 

TRIPLE PACK 2 (HUNTER. SECONDS OUT, LANCASTER). 

TRIPLE PACK 3 (TITUS THE FOX. TARGHAN. G/BUSTERS 2) . 

TRIPLE PACK 4 (BLUES BROS. SATA, MAYA). 

TRIPLE PACK 5 (CRAZY CARS 3. GRAND PRIX. BATTLETECH).. 


1-99. 


USED DISKS - INCLUDING LABELS 

.27p OVER 99 .25p 

All disks guaranteed 

NEW DISKS - INCLUDING LABELS 


Knights of Crystallion . 

Mega Traveller 1 . 

Megatraveller 2 . 

Pushover. 

M/Prose FI G/Prix. 


... £3.50 
.... £8.99 
. .. £8 99 
..£10.99 
..£14.99 


Cool Croc Twins & T-Shirt.. 


Conflict Middle East . 

Final Conflict . 

Jaguar XJ220 . 

Premier Manager . 


£9.99 


£12.99 

...£4.99 

.£12.99 

£12.99 


Postage on disks 

1 to 49.£2.00 

50 to 100.£3.50 

Over 100.£4.50 


For our full catalogue of games, disk boxes, 
hardware & joysticks, etc., please send 
£1.00 to the above address (refunded with 
1st order) & SAE. All items are subject to 
change & availability E&OE 


SPECIAL C&S COMPUTERS MYSTERY PACKS!! 

Each pack contains separate boxed games and are a clearout of our back catalogue titles. 
There are over 300 different titles. We cannot check for compatibility. 

Pack 1 contains 5 boxed games for only £12.99 
Pack 2 contains 10 boxed games for only £19.99 
Pack 3 contains 15 boxed games for only £24.99 
Pack 4 contains 20 boxed games for only £29.99 
If you buy more than 1 pack, we will make sure that there are no double titles. 

Some of the games that may be in the packs are games such as Bombuzal. Formula 1, Dark Fusion. 
Cricket. Space Battle. Galaxy Force. Las Vegas. Dugger. Battleships. Fruit Machine. TV Sports 
Football, Xenon, Austerlitz. Zork. Rocket Ranger and over 300 others. Please add £3.50 for postage. 



Jewel PD 

AMIGA, ATARI & PC SOFTWARES. 


19 Hodgkinson Rd 
Kirkby-In-Ashfield, 
Notts NG17 7DJ 
Tel: 0623 754061 



★★★★ FREE DISK CATALOGUE IF YOU SEND 
US THREE FIRST CLASS STAMPS. 


02G 
03G 
06G 
07G 
08G 
1IG 
17G 
20G 
21G 
30G 
31G 
37G 
42G 
44G 
48G 
52G 


Air Warrior 

Llamatron Not 600/1200 
Amiga Tration + 6 more 
Anieoba Invaders + 11 
Asteroids + 6 more 
Drip + 3 more 
Chess + 2 more 
Return to Earth 
Blizzard 
Doody + 5 more 
21 Games Special 
Storyland II 
Sqamble + 6 more 
Star Trek (2 disks) 

Dragon Tiles + 10 more 
Revenge OTM Camels + 2 


6IG Downhill Challenge + 3 more 
62G Super Twintris + 6 more 
64G Bingo Caller 
70G Fire Fighter + 2 more 
75G Amiga Columns + I more 
77G Dr. Mario + 4 others 
82G Top Secret 
86G Nivama + 2 more 
87G Mouse Impossible + 3 
89G Deluxe Pacman + 6 more 
90G Fight Warriors + 2 more 
94G Poker Machine + 4 more 
95G Smurf Hunt + 2 more 
96G Atic Atac + game IMG 
98G Game Tamer + 4 games 
I7M 808 State Remixes 


FREE printed catalogue, but send a stamp. 
DISKS: 1-9 £1.25 each. 10+ 99p each. 

MAKE CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO JEWEL PD 


50D How To Run Imo A Wall 
39D Safe Sex Audio Demo 
52D Lethal Exit Mega Demo 
53D Rettina Demo Tecno 
07E Dinosaurs Info + pics 
11E Astronomy Info + pics 
I0W Text Engine Wordpro. 
I0U Spreadsheet 
24U 600 Business Letters 
40U Amicash Accounts 
49U Kickstart Degrader 
50U System Snoop DOS 
53U 16 Disk Copiers 
61U Astro 22/Boirythums 
68U 2 spreadsheets + 3 more 
Also a range of FRED FISH. 


Prices include 
FREE postage & 
packing in U.K. 


*** SPECIAL DISKS PACKS PRICED AT £4.49 EACH *** 


ADVENTURF 

Includes graphics and text 
adventures to tax the brain 

BUSINESS 

A wordprocessor, 
spreadsheet, database, 
accounts program etc. 

EDUCATION 

Contains spelling, maths, 
dinosaurs. Earth, astronomy. 
4-10 yrs old 

KIDS GAMES 

These are games that 
youngsters should find easy 
and enjoyable 

GRAPHICS 

AG A slideshows and demos 
including ladies, animals etc. 

CLIP ART 

Fantasy, horror, people, 
food, sport. Seasons, cars, 
greetings etc. 

DEMOS 

Some of the best demos 
to show off the Amiga’s 
graphics and sound. 

MUSIC 

Loads of samples, loops 
and trackers for making 
your own masterpieces. 

FRED FISH 

Choose any five FRED 

FISH disks. Some will 
not work on all Amiga’s. 


THESE ARE 5 DISKS PACKS & WILL WORK ON ALL AMIGA'S 


We also stock ) PRINTER CABLES HEAVY DUTY £4.50 

consumables ) LARGE MOUSE MATS £2.00 

Prices inc P+P RIBBONS.. STAR LC20 £2.40.. CITIZEN 120D £2.80 


ADVERTISER’S INDEX 

> 

APPLIED SYSTEMS. 

.PAGE 21 

KONTAK. 

.PAGE 23 

j AMIGANUTS. 

.PAGE 85 

KOSMOS. 
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AMNIVISION . 

.PAGE 99 

LADBROKE. 

.PAGE 79 

BTK. 

.PAGE 99 

LCC. 

.PAGE 23 

BLITTERSOFT. 

.PAGE 17 

MARCAM. 

.PAGE 69 

C&S. 
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MAG SAVE. 

.PAGE 69 

COMPUTER MALL. 
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NJH PD. 
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DTBS. 
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PD DIRECT. 

.PAGE 3 

DELTA PI . 
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PLANET DATA. 

.PAGE 23 

DART. 

.PAGE 93 

PREMIER MAIL ORDER. 
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I his month we are going to create the final window 
opening program using the framework shown in listing 1. 
Now we have already seen how to open and close libraries 
I and set up tag list data, and you might well have thought that, 
providing the Intuition library has been opened, we just need to use 
some Intuition library function to open a window. Unfortunately things 
are a little more complicated than that because in some circumstances 
a user (or an applications program) can close the Workbenches and 
a method of preventing this happening while a program is in the 
middle of setting up a window is needed. 

adding screen locking/unlocking code 



More assembly language help this 


Intuition provides a locking function which allows an application to force the 
Workbench to stay open. An ‘unlocking’ function is also available and both 
routines are used just like any other library functions. The required parameters 
are set up, the library base is placed in register a6, and the appropriate indirect 
subroutine call is made. On return the results (if any) are checked to see that 
they are valid. One way of locking the Workbench screen is to set up a static 
name definition using a dc.b directive along with a variable to store the returned 
Workbench pointer. 

workbench_name dc.b ‘Workbench’,NULL 

workbench_p ds.l 1 


and then use this type of library call coding arrangement... 


lock_screen lea workbench_name,aO screen name pointer 

CALLSYS LockPubScreen,_lntuitionBase 
move.I dO,workbench_p save and check 

beq closejnt return value? 

WorkBench screen unlocking is just as easy... 


unlk_screen move.I #NULL,aO screen name not needed 

move.I workbench_p,a1 screen to unlock 

CALLSYS Un!ockPubScreen,_lntuitionBase 


month as Paul Overaa explains the 
Release 2 styled window opening 
program. 


Put together these ideas allow us to 
produce the fragment of code shown in 
listing 2 which performs the Release 2+ 
style window opening operations. To 
form the final program we just place this 
code into the library handling skeleton 
code outlined in the December issue 


OPEN DOS LIBRARY 
OPEN INTUITION LIBRARY 
LOCK INTUITION SCREEN 
OPEN WINDOW 

USE Delay() FOR SPECIFIED TIME 
CLOSE WINDOW 
UNLOCK INTUITION SCREEN 
CLOSE INTUITION LIBRARY 
CLOSE DOS LIBRARY 

Listing 1 The proposed framework for the example 


adding the appropriate static definitions, 
equates and so on. You will find this 
finished form of source code on this 
month’s Coverdisk along with the 
assembled version of the program 
which has been linked with some startup 
code to make it Workbench runable. 

Because the Tag list approach has 
been used this example needs a Release 
2.04 based machine or later. The 
example code can be assembled using 
Devpac, A68k, or any other assembler 
and do remember that you will not need 
to use any include files because we’ve 
included all the definitions needed within 
the source itself. «1 
(See Superdisk 32 for more information.) 


You’ll see from the general plan in listing 1 that a time delay is being used. 
This just gives you a chance to see the window appear for a few seconds 
without the need to use the more difficultto understand gadget or menu coupled 
Exec message communications. Message based coding at the assembler 
level is relatively complex and best avoided during early 68k coding days. 

By adding the window locking/unlocking calls to the code outlined in the 
December issue, and setting up the OpenWidowTagList() call so that register 
al gets loaded with the start of the tag list we can pass Intuition the tag list 
information about the window to be opened like this: 


open_window move.I #NULL,aO 

lea tags,a1 

CALLSYS OpenWindowTagList,_lntuitionBase 



If you are new to 6800Q assembler coding then creating a window like this is an 
important step towards greater things! 


lock_screen 

lea 

workbench_name,aO 

pointerto screen name 


CALLSYS 

LockPubScreenJntuitionBase 


move.l 

dO,workbench_p 

save returned pointer 


beq 

close int 

check return value? 

open_windowmove.l 

#NULL,aO 



lea 

tags.al 

our tag list 


CALLSYS 

OpenWindowTagList,_ 

JntuitionBase 


move.l 

dO,window_p 

pointerto our window 


beq 

unlk screen 



move.l 

#TIME_DELAY,d1 



CALLSYS 

Delay ,_DOSBase 



move.l 

window_p,aO 

window to close 


CALLSYS 

CloseWindowJntuitionBase 

unlk_screen 

move.l 

#NULL,aO 

screen name not needed 


move.l 

workbench_p,a1 

screen to unlock 


CALLSYS 

UnlockPubScreenJntuitionBase 

Listing 2: Final window opening code 



Function Name: UnlockPubScreen() 

Description: Release a public screen lock 

Call Format: UnlockPubScreenfname,[[screen]) 
Registers: aO al 

Arguments: name - can provide pointer to 

name of screen. 

(normally supplied as NULL) 
screen - pointer to screen 
Return Value: None 


Function Name: 

Delay() 

Description: 

Causes program to be suspended for a specified time 

Call Format: 

Delay(time) 

Registers: 

dl 

Arguments: 

time - delay specified in ticks (50 ticks=1 sec) 

Return Value: 

None 


Function Name: LockPubScreenj) 

Description: Prevents a public screen from 
closing 

Call Format: screen = LockPubScreen(name) 
Registers: dO aO 

Arguments: name - pointer to text string giving 
name of screen 

Return Value: screen - pointerto screen (or NULL 
if routine fails) 
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IT’S BRILLIANT ... IT’S FANTASTIC ... IT’S AMAZING ... IT’S CLIP ART 


DISCOVER THE WORLD OF CLIP ART DESIGN 

FOR ONLY £14.95 each “ 


SAVE £5.00 NOW 

















KUMA KLIP ART VOLUMES 


Outdoor Leisure 

Fish 

vol 370 

Music 3 

vol 442 

Music 


Food 1 

vol 380 

Occasions 

vol 450 

Animals 1 

vol 300 

Food 2 

vol 381 

Pastimes 

vol 460 

Animals 2 

vol 301 

Fruit 

vol 390 

People 

vol 470 

Animals 3 

vol 302 

Hands 

vol400 

Plants 

vol 480 

Arrows 

vol 310 

Houses 

vol 410 

Religion 

vol 490 

Borders 

vol 320 

Medical 1 

vol 420 

Signs 

vol 500 

Business 1 

vol 330 

Medical 2 

vol 421 

Song & Dance 

Business 2 

vol 331 

Medical 3 

vol 422 


vol 510 

Business 3 

vol 332 

Miscellaneous 1 

Sports 1 

vol 520 

Cartoons 

vol 340 


vol 430 

Sports 2 

vol 531 

Christmas 

vol 350 

Music 1 

vol 440 

Trees 1 

vol 540 

Festivals 

vol 360 

Music 2 

vol 441 

Trees 2 

vol 541 


We bring you the range of Kuma Klip Art at the exclusive price of 
Only £14.95 each (+p&p). Order two for just £24.90 and 
immediately save £5.00, but hurry ... this money-saving offer is 
only available while stocks last. 

You’ll find these high quality graphic images enable you to 
design on your Amiga quickly and simply for brochures, 
manuals, invitations, stationery, magazines and so much 
more... 

The AUI Editor says... “Making the right impression is very important. 
These Clip Art images are really good and prove excellent for 
presentation.’’ 

Graham Lee, DTP user... “Thinking of a logo for my Christmas News 
Letter was difficult. I spent hours trying to design shapes and especially 
borders. I can recommend Kuma Klip Art simply because after using it, 
the final results for my designs were teriffic." 

Simply choose from this great selection shown here and 
send your cheque/postal order made payable to International 
Direct Marketing for £14.95 each plus £3.00 postage and 
packaging. Order Two for £24.90 plus £3.00 p&p and SAVE 
£5.00 - NOW! 

Discover your world of Clip Art - Today! 

CAPALL BANN PUBLISHING 
FRESHFIELDS 

CHIEVELEY, BERKS, RG16 8TF 


POST YOUR ORDER - TODAY! 


CAPALL BANN PUBLISHING 
FRESHFIELDS 

CHIEVELEY, BERKS, RG16 8TF 

Please send me Kuma Klip Art 


Name. 


Address. 


(CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) 


.Post Code. 


Telephone No (In case of queries). 


TITLE 

Vol No 

Quantity 

Amount 


























Postage and Packing 

3 

00 

TOTAL ORDER £ 




I have enclosed my cheque/postal order made payable to 
CAPALL BANN PUBLISHING with this order form or debit my 
Access □ Visa □ card (please tick) 


no. rrn r 


Expiry Date. 


-Signature. 


□ I would like to receive other Computing offers (please tick) 

Allow 28 days delivery from receipt of order Offer applies UK and Eire only. 



























































APPS 



Dear aui , 

Re Free disk No 28 - “Stick It” 

And that’s exactly what I feel like 
telling you to do with it! 

Firstly congratulations on 
finally getting a decrunching 
procedure which is 
uncomplicated, easy to use and 
effective. I don’t often find much 
on these disks which I find 
useful, although there have been 
the occasional proggies and this 
month there were two which I 
though I could use. The first was 
DosTrace which did sound like 
an improvement on old 
Snoopdos. I decrunched it, 
loaded it and it ran beautifully. 

No problems. Now if only I could 
understand everything it was 
telling me! 

Next I thought a kind of 
notepad on the screen at any time 
and any place would be handy, so 
I went through the same 
procedure with Stickit. It 
decrunched OK, put its 
stickit.notes file where I wanted it 
and then nothing would induce it 
to run! Ami keeps giving me an 
error #80000003 I can’t find any 
reference to that in that 
gynormous Workbench 2 manual. 

Since I read somewhere in 
the notes for this program that it 
does not run on WB1.3 I had 
better tell you what my set up 
here is. 

I have an old A500 which has 
been updated to (I hope!) 2.04 
status. Anyway here is what 
Amiga herself says about her 
status. 

Release 2 
Kickstart 37.175 
Workbench 37.71 
Chip Mem 332536 
Fastmem 3707808 
Tot.Mem 4040344 
CPU 68000 
ECS Pal Agnus 
ECS Denise 

(with a GVP A500 HD8+ 120meg 
hard drive) 

So why won’t this Stickit 
program run, please? 

John McKillop 
Glasgow 
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Dear John, 

I agree about DosTrace, it is a 
useful program and like SnoopDos 
(which I will always say is probably 
the most useful utility I have ever 
used) it does take a lot of getting 
used to. Only time and study will 
solve that problem! I am happy that 
you like the decrunching system, 
thanks must go the Commodore for 
producing the installer utility and 
allowing it to be used so freely. 

I must admit that I am rather 
baffled as to why Stickit gurus with 
an 80000003 error, which is an 
addressing error. I am running a 
very similar system to yourself, 
with three exceptions. You have a 
slightly higher revision of 
Workbench, (I have 37.67), I have 
an upgraded A2000 and I have 1 
Meg of chip RAM. There have 
been occasions where a program 
will fail if it gets confused with the 
amount of chip RAM in the system. 
It is possible that this is the cause 
of the problem, but unfortunately I 
have no means of finding out 
exactly. I will forward your problem 
on to the author of Stickit and see 
what he has to say on the matter. 



Dear aui, 

If it had worked I would have 
liked it. After much pontification, 
the final result was that I was not 
impressed. Each program never 
worked. The Mod Player required 
Kickstart 2.0V. This was after 
trying to load the programs to 
ram, HD and FD in all the told 
ways but to no avail. 


You said it was tested on 1.3 
which is what I was using on my 
A500, so we tried it on the A500+ 
using WB2.04 and again no joy. 

I wonder if any other users 
have had the same problem or 
maybe I should learn to read 
again? 

Sappers Dave Gaskell 
& Viv Richards. 

Dear Dave and Viv, 

I’ve given some of the programs on 
the Coverdisk a try, and I’ve not 
had any problems at all, except for 
RDS which runs fine from the CLI 
but not the Workbench (there was 
a note about this in the following 
dUi) I had never tried the 
modplayer before today. Well I 
decrunched it, clicked on the icon 
and up popped a CD system. Is 
that as far as you got on the 500+ 
and WB2.04? 

If it was I suggest that you 
open the CD drawer and pop a 
disk in! This threw me for a few 
seconds and I did my normal thing 
of NOT reading the instructions! 
However, it is a rather natty player 
system and most of the controls on 
the analyser and player work. If 
you have any specific problem 
please remember to tell me what 
the problem is. I can’t read minds, 
and I don’t like not being able to 
help. 



Dear 3Ui, 

I am a new boy to the world of 
Amiga and am trying very hard 
to find out how the damn thing 
works. I have had the pleasure 
of owning a Dragon 32 which 
still works. I have kids and I 
played a very simple games on 
it, but, of course, there is no 
comparison between the two. I 
worked for 35 years for a large 
British Telecommunications 
company (no names) and used 
keyboards regularly for CADs 
workloads and records etc, but 
what goes on inside is a 
complete mystery. 

Can you please help with a 
major, to me anyway, problem? 
How the hell do I install the UK 
keyboard and the printer 
Samsung SP0912 which, of 



course, is Epson emulation? I 
have followed the instructions to 
the letter and get unable to copy 
IFF files in both cases. At the 
moment this is not causing me 
too much grief as I am not clever 
enough to use graphics, can 
always write pounds and the 
default printer setting in the 
multiview package works. 

By the way I have a A1200 
working on WB 3.0. I have 
studied the Commodore manual 
and Bruce Smith’s excellent 
Insider Guide till I am going 
loopy, but to no avail. Please 
please can you point me in the 
right direction? 

I found your magazine very 
good and it answered one of my 
queries in one of the articles, 
but may I make one tiny 
comment and that is please say 
if a joystick is needed or which 
keys can be used in lieu to use 
the Superdisk. There may be 
other thickies out here who are 
new to the game like me and find 
it difficult enough without 
struggling to load Megaworm 
and then can’t use it. Perhaps 
you would consider mentioning 
what extras are needed in all 
reviews. 

Denis Townson 
Cornwall 

Dear Denis, 

I can understand your frustration 
with the keyboard, but I must admit 
that I have learned to know which 
key to press on a UK keyboard 
with the US keymap loaded, 
because I come across it so many 
times. 

You will find that there are lots 
of key maps available and as you 
have WB 3 it is a fairly easy job to 
sort out. On one of your disks you 
will find a whole list of keyboard 
drivers, what you have to do is 
copy the UK keyboard into the 
devs/keyboard directory of your 
boot disk if it is not already there. 
Once you have done this you can 
use the SetMap program to set the 
system to use the UK keyboard. 
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Click once on the SetMap icon and 
select information from the 
Workbench/Icons menu. Enter the 
Tooltype KEYMAP=gb and save. 

Double click on the SetMap 
and all will work as a UK keyboard. 

To make the UK keyboard 
come up on boot up you need to 
set an environment variable. Open 
up the preferences drawer and 
make sure you have got on the 
show all files option (Workbench 
menu). 

You will see a hidden drawer 
called env-archive. Open this up 
and you will see some more 
drawers. Open the sys drawer. 

You should find a file called 
keyboard. If not create one! (Use 
ed) If there is one use ed to edit it. 
All it has to say is gb (or whichever 
keymap you fancy). 

Remember to save the file (the 
WB2 ed has a pull down menu 
option for this) and then reboot. 

You will then always use the gb 
keyboard. 



Dear 3U\ 

I have just recently bought a 
Citizen Swift 240 for my Amiga 
1200 and I would like to know if 
it is possible to print different 
fonts than just those stored in 
the printer’s memory. 

I have customised my 
Workbench fonts and now would 
like to print with them. 

I have Protext 4.3 and have 
looked through the menus but 
could not find anything to help 
me. Will I need some software to 
help me? If so, can I pick it up 
cheaply or on PD? 

Also, I have been 
experiencing a few problems 
with some of the software on 
your Coverdisks, like Speechtoy 
2. When I decrunched the 
program, I double clicked on the 
icon then some disk activity 
happened as if it were loading 
but nothing loaded. I have tried 
putting it in Workbench but the 
same thing happens. I have read 
the doc and it just says to 
double click on the Speechtoy 
icon. 

And finally I have a Philips 
8833 II monitor which does not 
support the AA chipset. Does 
this mean that UChess in the PD 
section would look like it was 
being played through the older 
A500? 

Dominic 

Dorchester 

Dear Dominic, 

Protext is a Word Processor and a 
very good one too. (I used it for 
Amiga Answers). However, it is 
merely a word processor and as 
such it only supports whatever your 


printer provides. The Workbench 
fonts will look second rate 
compared to the printer’s own 
fonts. 

If you want to print in high 
quality with a variety of fonts, then 
the way to do this is via a Desk 
Top Publishing package such as 
Pagesetter. This uses 
Compugraphic Fonts which are 
mathematically calculated and as 
such look good at all sorts of 
different sizes. 

The problem with this, is that it 
takes quite a bit of processing 
power to calculate each character. 
The CGcache helps by storing the 
outline of the font for a particular 
size as it calculates it but the more 
complex the document the longer it 
takes to print. 

The other method is to use a 
PostScript type of output. 

PostScript is a method of telling 
the printer exactly how to lay out 
the page and it is normally found 
on the higher range laser printers, 
not much use to you I’m afraid. 

The 8833 II monitor will quite 
happily work with the AA chipset, it 
just will not display all of the 
advanced screen modes, but as far 
as the number of colours go, the 
8833 will display all two hundred 
and fifty odd thousand of them. 

Just don’t try for the ‘super’ or 
‘productivity’ modes. 

If you only include the standard 
monitor icon in your monitors 
drawer you should only get the 
modes that particular monitor can 
use. Note that the monitor drivers 
are very general and there may be 
the odd mode with which one type 
of monitor or another won’t work 
very well. 

Coverdisk Speechtoy, please 
remember to let me know which 
Coverdisk you are referring to; that 
helps quite a bit! 

The A1200 needs the 
narrator.device, check your libs/ 
devs directory. Due to some 
copyright problems the narrator 
system was not included with the 
A1200 computers. The docs of 
Speechtoy clearly state that it 
needs narrator. 



Dear 3lli, 

First of all congratulations for 
being the best AMIGA mag in the 
world. 

I have a little problem with 
the VIEWTEK program on 
Superdisk 27, I use an A3000 
with 10Mb RAM, Caligari 24 and 
DCTV. 

When I make a DCTV 
animation using the ANIM5 
format, (736 x 283 x 4 bitplanes) 
and I viewed the animation using 
VIEWTEK, the anim wasn’t 
encoded by DCTV as a DCTV 
animation, so only the HIRES 


anim was shown (NOT the 
connected DCTV anim). 

I even brought out the top 
left of the overscan anims, 

(using control + arrows), just to 
make sure that DCTV’s specific 
image code was seen by the 
AMIGA, but it didn’t help. When I 
viewed the same animation 
using Animation Stations View 
program, the anim was correctly 
encoded by DCTV so that wasn’t 
a problem. The strange thing 
about it was when I got to view 
one DCTV image (not Anim) 
using Viewtek, one image was 
correctly encoded by DCTV. 

I also tried to play the anim7 
format of that anim, but again no 
DCTV anim. 

Could you please help me 
solve this problem, because I 
definitely want to play my DCTV 
animations using the superior 
anim7 format? 

Peter Schooes 
Belgium 


Dear Peter, 

Viewtek was rather weak in the 
Animation Display area. All I can 
say is that the latest version. 1.05 
that I have seems to do a better 
job than 1.04. Remember that 
Viewtek is a PD program and as 
such it does evolve. 

Also, the Viewtek docs do say 
that MOST Anim5 formats are 
supported, perhaps yours is one 
that it does not support. I’m fairly 
sure that you just have a slight file 
format problem and I’m afraid that 
it will only get sorted out by a 
software upgrade to one of your 
packages. Have you tried using the 
make anim 7 program supplied in 
the Viewtek distribution? 



Dear 3Ui, 

Having bought an Amiga 1200 in 
January 93 and after a few 
months usage had a hard drive 
fitted and then I found I was 
short of documentation. 

The original 1200 came with 
the “Amiga 1200 and Workbench 
Users Guide,” but suggested 
documentation in the hand book 
included the AmigaDOS ARexx 
and Amiga hard drive users 
guide. 

I have tried through the local 
shop and have written the 
Commodore Business Machines 
at Milton Keynes, who directed 
me to CPC in Preston, but I am 
still without the documentation 
which I feel is required if one is 
to use the machine to its so- 
called full potential. 

Having read the blurb about 
how good the machine is, I find 
it very disappointing that 
Commodore have passed the 


responsibility of manuals and 
spares to CPC who when 
queried say “We only do what 
Commodore tells us”. 

I would be interested to hear 
your comments as 3U\ does 
cover a lot of questions which 
seemingly are not covered in the 
Amiga manuals if you can get 
them. 

Captain R.F.Weller 
Aberdeen 

Dear Captain Weller, 

The full set of CBM handbooks do 
contain a book on AmigaDos (more 
specifically using a hard drive) and 
also one on ARexx. 

The standard A1200 does not 
come with the Hard Drive manual 
nor ARexx manual, for a couple of 
reasons. There is no hard drive 
fitted to the A1200 as standard and 
it helps to keep the cost down. 

You don’t say exactly what 
happened with CPC. They do 
handle most of CBM’s spares 
distribution and they do normally 
sort things out. The comment 
about only doing what Commodore 
tells them is fair enough - there will 
be a precise contract between the 
two companies. 

Have you just said that you 
want to buy a new set of manuals? 
The other point to note is that 
whoever fitted the hard drive 
should be able to supply the 
documentation that you require. 

There are several other sources 
of documentation about AmigaDos. 
The developers will go for the 
AmigaDOS manual (it also has a full 
list of the commands, and gives 
information on ed and edit) There is 
also the Abacus book AmigaDos 
Inside and Out, as is Mastering 
AmigaDos. 

There are also similar books on 
ARexx. 



Dear 3Ui 

I have added a 4 megabyte RAM 
board with a 33 Mhz 68882 FPU to 
my A1200 

Everything seems to work fine 
but both the RAM chips and the 
FPU seem to get extremely hot 
after a few hours use. The 
trapdoor area under the A1200 
gets hot too. 

It worries me that such 
complex equipment generates 
such heat, yet I know that 
electronics do generate heat. 
Should I worry? 

Paul Davis 
Somerset 

Dear Paul, 

Chips do generate a LOT of heat, 
that’s why many computers have 
fans in them. In fact, the junction 
temperature of some devices can 

-► 
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reach 150 plus degrees! Fortunately 
it is such a small area that gets hot 
that by the time the heat reaches the 
outside of the chip the temperature 
has dropped. 

Many modern processors (the 
68040 as used in the A4000) have a 
heat sink attached directly to the top 
of the chip to keep the temperature 
stable. 

The general rule is that if you 
can keep your finger on the chip for 
10 seconds without saying Owl then 
you are OK. If the chips are too hot 
to touch then you need to think 
about giving them some extra 
cooling. (If you have some means of 
measuring the temperature, then 
you should be aiming for a 
temperature in the region of 50 
degrees or less.) 



Dear 3Ui, 

I would be extremely grateful if 
you could answer me some 
simple questions concerning 
your coverdisks. 

1. When I decrunch a 
programme to the RAM Disk 
(which is simple) all too often my 
RAM disk quickly fills up so can 
you tell me what do I type at the 
shell prompt to clear the RAM 
disk? For example, if I decrunch 
“speed” from 3Ui 29 in the RAM 
disk, once I select CD RAM is 
there anything that will delete the 
program in one go? 

I’ve bought your magazine 
now for a few months and 
honestly think it’s the best. I used 
to read Amiga Format but felt I 
was getting ripped off as the so 
called Special Issues were just 
rehacks of what was in the 
monthly issue, so keep the good 
work going - one gripe, Amiga 
Answers could be larger. 

2. Who do I have to write to 
order back issues those with the 
Coverdisks anyway - by the way 
the simplified decrunching is 
excellent - also, I realise that the 
cost of this might be prohibitive 
to me, so I was wondering if it is 
possible to buy a bundle of 
Coverdisks say Nov 92 to Nov 93 
etc for a reduced price? 

3. The Transplant game that 
came a month or so back doesn’t 
seem to run on my A500+ 
(unexpanded). I get the intro 
music and Transplant logo, but if 
I try to play the game it crashes 
and I end up with a white line 


down a black screen (no Guru) all 
the other programs on the disk 
work fine - any idea what’s going 
wrong? 

4. Your feature “Storage” a 
month or so ago was excellent. 
I’ve been toying with the idea of 
buying a GVP HD8+ hard drive for 
my Amiga as the price for a 42Mb 
Set up is only £199. That is until I 
read about the Western Digital 
170Mb drive you installed into an 
A1200. Can you tell me if this 
would fit inside my 500+ and if it 
does, do I have to buy any other 
hardware such as a controller 
etc? Is any delicate soldering 
involved? If not, what internal 
drive would you go for? 

5. What is Hyper Helpers? I’ve 
got the disk off my brother, but 
no instructions as he ruined the 
mag by spilling coffee over it and 
threw it away before allowing me 
to prise the instructions out of it. 
Any chance I can get a reprint? 

Mr S.Calnan 
Norfolk 


Dear Mr S.Calnan, 

1. My little tutorial on Lha will have 
answered this question for you, but 
just in case you did not read it the 
process is: 

For WB2 and above (you really 
should have told me what version of 
Workbench you are using!) Open 
the RAM disk, select show all files 
from the window/show Workbench 
menu. This will bring up all the files 
including the hidden ones. Select a 
file, use extended select (shift and 
click) or draw a box around the 
icons that you want to delete, then 
select Icons/delete from the 
Workbench menu and that will do 
the job. 

For WB1.3 open up a shell and 
type cd RAM: 

type dir <ret> 

type delete file, name <ret> 
where file, name is the name of the 
file that you want to delete and any 
doted extensions to the name. That 
will delete any single file. 

If the files have similar names 
then you can use the Amiga shell 
wildcards? and# the general use is: 

delete nnn#?.#? <ret> where 
nnn are the first few characters of 
the common file names. For 
example, if you had files called: 
Amiga-test.one 
Amiga-test.two 
Amiga-test.three 
Andys, file.test 
Pats. file, test 
Pauls.file.test 


the command delete a#?.#? 
<ret> will delete all the files starting 
with an ‘a’. 

The command delete am#?.#? 
will delete all the files called Amiga... 
but leave Andys, file.test alone. 

delete pa#?.#? <ret> will delete 
both pats, and Pauls files because 
the few characters you entered are 
not unique. 

delete Pau#?.#? will only delete 
Pauls.file.test. 

2. Yes, you can back order 
CoverDisks separately. They cost 
£2 each including postage and 
packing. 

3. Transplant, yes, there seems to 
be something very odd about this 
game. Try booting from the 
Coverdisk (a copy of please). If it 
works from there then that is the 
way to use it. I have been unable to 
get this game working any other 
way. If it does not work then you will 
have to put it down as one of those 
things that sometimes happen due 
to a variation in the specifications of 
your own hardware that the 
programmers - or us - have no way 
of knowing about.. 

4. The A1200 has the disk drive 
controller circuit already built in, so 
fitting a hard drive is simply a matter 
of getting the correct drive and fitting 
it. 

The A500 has no disk controller 
circuit fitted as standard, and the 
normal method to attach a hard 
drive is via the side port expansion. 
The CBM drive for the A500 is the 
A590. There are lots of third party 
versions of this from which to 
choose. As for the type, well, the 
only real answer is ‘as big a capacity 
as possible’. You will soon fill it. 


Please consider the backup 
problems associated with owning a 
hard drive. 

5. Hyper Helpers is a form of on line 
help come programs launche\r come 
lots of things. You need 3Ui Feb 
1993 for the instructions. (You also 
need to have a few words with your 
brother as well!) 

As for Amiga Answers being 
larger, well, the size of Amiga 
Answers does vary, for one very 
good reason, I sort out the problems 
as they arrive. If I get a small 
postbag, then Amiga Answers is 
smaller, a larger postbag then 
Amiga Answers gets larger. So to a 
reasonable extent, it is 3U\ readers 
who determine how big Amiga 
Answers is. There are, of course, 
some limits, due to publication 
deadlines and typesetting and some 
letters have to be held over until to 
other issues. 



When writing to Amiga Answers include 
as much information as possible about 
your system and about which software/ 
hardware you are running. This will help 
to determine what your problem might 
be and its solution! 

Send your questions to: 

Amiga Answers 
Amiga User International 
48 George Street 
London 
WIH 5RF 
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This is where you get vour chance to sneak — or 
write — vour mind about what’s bugging vou. Bud 
Vennos fields the bouquets and the brickbats. 


Dear AUI, 

Since I bought AUI , in about 
January 93, I’ve been hooked. 
The most interesting part of the 
magazine has to be the Field 
Reports and the interviews with 
people like Lew Eggebrecht. 
However, I think you should 
give the gaming section of the 
magazine a rethink. The 
reviews are short, don’t 
mention hardly anything about 
the game and usually overrate 
games, and if you haven’t 
overrated them, you underrate 
them! An example of this was 
the review of Indy Jones 4. A 
good game, sure, but 98%? I 
don’t mean expand your games 
coverage, just improve the 
reviews and marks. 

Oh, and can people stop 
complaining about Commodore 
and the news of new chipsets. 
Enjoy your Amiga. I paid £1500 
for my A4000/030 with a 240MB 
HD and 6 MB of RAM. Only to 
find that the same machine, 
after a few months would of 
only cost me £1230. Do I feel 


ripped off by Commodore and 
feel the urge to buy a PC? No 
way. My A4000 is still a great 
machine and I enjoy using it. 

It’s very obvious that the A1200 
and CD32 are going to remain 
the same, the A4000/030 is 
going to be replaced with the 
AA+ chipset and A4000/040 is 
going to be replaced with the 
AAA chipset, but I don’t care, I 
am looking forward to that day 
actually. 

Being ripped off by 
Commodore have made people 
buy PCs, mainly because they, 
and PC owners alike, claim 
they are future proof. But 
they’re not. PC owners claim 
these machines are 
expandable, that you could add 
loads of stuff to them and that 
they’re future proof. I don’t 
think. The 286 is dead, the 386 
is going, you need 4MB to even 
get a PC running and a 240MB 
HD to make anything useful, 
PCs still can’t scroll, still don’t 
know what multimedia is and 
are still the useless machines 


they have always been, don’t 
be fooled by a cheap price tag. 
Loads of PC manufacturers are 
going bust (over 340 in the last 
year) because there are so 
many PC clones. The Amiga 
has a future, no matter what 
model you own. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Steven Browne 
Camberley, Surrey. 

Dear Steven, 

First about our games coverage. I 
think you are right. We do 
overrate or underrate games. 
That’s my opinion. Ah but that’s 
because I don’t agree - or only 
rarely - with those joystick addicts 
who review them - for this or any 
other magazine. What I like - as it 
seems for you too - is very 
infrequently what the experts who 
have played everything that has 
been playable since blobs on the 
first Sinclairs made their 
appearance. So overrate? 
Underrate? It’s all a matter of 
taste -1 think fashion too. A game 
appears on the scene and it has 


something new that appeals to 
that particular reviewer and 
Shazam! We have a super game 
on our hands - or, of course, just 
the opposite. If it doesn’t have a 
fashionable gimmick - load of 
crap! 

I remember being in the office 
when the first demo disk of 
Lemmings arrived. The reviewer 
sat down and in five minutes was 
absolutely hooked and raving 
about it. It seems that thousands 
of others felt the same way. 

I’ve recently seen some kids - 
kids I might say who have not 
previously shown any enormous 
fondness for computer games - 
with ages ranging from 9 to 17, 
completely addicted to Zool 2. I 
don’t know what AUl’s reviewers 
will make of it but I can tell you 
those young punters convinced 
me that THEY think it deserves 
100%! But will you - or me think 
the same? 

It’s all a matter of taste - as 
Socrates said as he swallowed 
the hemlock. And that’s not an 
entirely inappropriate allusion if 
you remember that he was 
sentenced to death for the 
alleged crime of corrupting young 
people! 

As for the matter of people 
being ripped off by Commodore. 
You are clearly right about this. 
No-one forces anyone to buy any 
compuyter or computer 
equipment, and Neither CBM nor 
any other single company with 
possible exceptions of Microsoft 
or Intel is responsible for the fall 
in prices in this ever-changing 
computer world. 

Commodore could come out 
with a product one day and find 
the next that they MUST bring 
down the price to match a 
competitor’s product. What 
should they do, keep the price up 
and lose business because 
someone has just bought 
what they were selling the 
day before at the old 
price? Quite rightly you 
say that what counts is 
the machine and the 
capabilities you have 
bought not actually any 
new price. 

The value of 
something rests in what 
you want to do with it not 
the price you pay for it. 
You are obviously a 
person with common 
sense for your Amiga 
hasn’t changed from 
when you bought it and if 
it’s doing what you want 
then that’s what counts, 
and if CBM, as you say, 
bring in the new 
enhancements to the Amiga 
-► 
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sooner or later they too fall in 
price and become available to 
everyone. I’ve just read in a 
catalogue someone selling a 
2000 - or rather a 1500 as they 
call it - with a free PC 
bridgeboard. It just shows what 
happens when prices fall. (I think 
that CBM made their big mistake 
when they didn’t include a 
MSDOS bridgeboard as standard 
in the first place. 

As you point out MSDOS isn’t 
so terrific but if that’s what the 
easily impressed business user 
wanted why didn’t CBM give it to 
them? And from what we hear 
that’s just what may happen in 
the not too distant future with the 
coming Amigas. 

And as for anything to do with 
changing prices or even 
specifications, if I may jump from 
the Greek Socrates to the 
Romans - it’s always a case of 
caveat emptor - buyer beware! 

Dear AUI 

Many of us are waiting with 
baited breath for news of 
Commodore’s future. But there 
sure is a whole lot of hot air 
being passed around in the 
Amiga Magazines about how 
the AmigaCD32 is going to pull 
Commodore’s bottom line up 
out of the red and into the 
black. And if you believe that, I 
would suggest that you are a 
prime candidate for a SCI-FI 
RPG-induced psychosis. 
Because that’s what those 
deus-ex-machina stories are: 
science fiction. Remember 
CDTV? ‘Nuff said. It really galls 
me to see you reporters trying 
to convince us that 
Commodore is “restructuring” 
and “streamlining” and in an 
excellent position to take on 
the competition, That’s like 
saying that the Titanic was 
restructuring its flotation 
potential to challenge the 
competition for seafaring 
space. 

I hate it when you say that 
Commodore suffered losses 
due to the fluctuation of the 
international dollar value and 
the belt-tightening state of the 


worldwide economy. That’s the 
same kind of hype we accuse 
Mac and PC Magazines of 
when they fail to report on 
Amiga’s prowess. 

Why can’t you admit that 
Commodore suffered losses 
because Commodore’s 
comatose leadership makes 
Moe, Larry, and Curley look 
like Mensa Members? Why 
can’t you just come out and 
say that Commodore’s in deep 
trouble because the company’s 
strategic planning is as 
intelligent and foresighted as 
Laurel and Hardy’s attempt to 
move a piano... And why can’t 
you tell us the truth about why 
Commodore’s upper 
Management (Jim Dionne, 

Kelly Sumner, et all) are 
behaving like popping corn 
with no lid. 

Is it fear? You know, for the 
last several years, you have 
been urging us to hype the 
Amiga to our friends; to show 
its power to potential new 
users; in short, to do 
Commodore’s marketing for 
them. All in the name of loyalty 
to our favourite computer - 
Amiga. And we did. 

Our user groups got 
involved in mall shows, 
multimedia expos, cable TV 
infomcomercials, and a variety 
of other activities designed to 
promote the Amiga. As 
individuals, we become Amiga 
evangelists, singing the 
praises of the miraculous 
machine to anyone who would 
listen (and quite a few who 
wouldn’t). 

Now, we would like to 
challenge you. It’s time for you 
to do your part to help the 
Amiga survive. We’re asking 
you to start reporting the 
Truth, The Whole Truth and 
Nothing but the Truth. Maintain 
your integrity as journalists 
and expose Commodore to 
some light. Use your 
journalistic talents to ferret out 
some real news, instead of the 
press release and hyper-hype 
we’ve been getting lately. And 
when the truth comes to light, 


use~ydur power of the press 
and call for the resignation of 
the current short-sighted, 
greed addicted, self-destructive 
leaders of the company. Use 
your media influence to 
demand an end to this reign of 
stupidity at Commodore. 

We’ve done our part. We 
bought stock. We voted. We 
marketed. Now how about 
doing your part? You’ve got 
the power. Ciao for now... 

Frank G. Salvatini 
President: Metropolitan 
Amiga Computer Enthusiasts 
Roselle, llinois, USA 

Dear Frank. 

Wow! You really lay it on the line! 
And there’s a great deal of truth in 
what you say. Any company in 
deep trouble is largely 
responsible for its own fate. It’s 
not an Act of God like a storm 
hole in the roof, It’s not Force 
Majeure or any of those cop out 
expressions that insurance 
companies use to get out of 
paying for whatever has gone 
wrong - it’s the management who 
are responsible for what goes 
wrong and also what goes right. 

Business management is 
more an art than a science 
whatever the business schools 
may tell you. I know of one 
business school in the UK who 
recently sent out a project 
requirement to its students and 
when they sent it back, gave 
them all low markrs commenting 
the students hadn’t done what 
was required. When the students 
protested they had, it turned out 
that the school hadn’t sent out the 
right questions! If that can happen 
with those who instruct our 
potential businesss leaders, is it 
surprising that present - 
supposed - business leaders get 
it wrong? (Or is that just a 
comment on just British 
management?) 

And there is no question that 
you are right when you complain 
that CBM got it wrong. But how 
did they get wrong? Was it, as it 
seems you feel, the marketing? 
That’s even more of an art than 
management. How many really 
huge companies have made 
mistakes there? Everyone of 
them, I’d say. Even Ford with the 
(in)famous Edsel - a car named 
after his son that no-one wanted 
to buy. And look at IBM today. 

Was it technology? Well, WE 
all love the Amiga but did it 
advance quickly enough? Did the 
CBM management live on the fat 
of the 500 too long? 

Some years ago, in this 
magazine, there appeared an 
interview with a man called Tom 


Rattigan. He and a John Sculley 
had both been Vice Presidents of 
Pepsi Cola. Rattigan came to 
Commodore and Sculley went to 
Apple. Both attempted to lay the 
foundation for the recovery of 
their new companies (Apple had 
been hit by THEIR marketing 
disaster - the Lisa.). 

Sculley found that he couldn’t 
do what he wanted with the 
founder Steve Jobs in the 
company and engineered a 
boardroom coup and pushed 
Jobs out. Rattigan tried the same 
at Commodore and attemoted to 
get rid of Irving Gould, the 
Chairman. He didn’t succeed and 
got escorted off the premises and 
later made an apparently 
successful claim for some $9 
million in compensation. Which 
may have begun CBM’s 
problems. 

However, ironically, John 
Sculley has recently departed 
Apple after they entered a period 
of big losses. And Steve Jobs 
tried to start a new computer 
company NeXT which also seems 
to have gone down the tubes. It’s 
not an easy world, this computer 
business.. 

Though while you are right in 
saying that so many Amiga users 
have been terrifically loyal and 
they have been the most 
successful publicists and 
promoters for the Amiga and you 
imply - what many people have 
often said - that the Amiga has 
succeeded in spite rather than 
because of Commodore, you 
have also to realise that 
Commodore does not live in a 
world of its own. It suffers all the 
pressures and unpredictabilities 
that happen in this extraordinary 
computing world. For example, 
even now it may have to lower its 
horizon for the pricing for the 
Amigas that haven’t even come 
out yet. Because the computers 
using Intel’s new Pentium chip, 
which have only just come onto 
the market, have already fallen in 
price from about £5000 for a 
standard machine to £2500. And 
that’s in about 6 months since the 
machines came on sale. And if 
the Amiga is to compete for the 
power users, the Pentium is one 
they’ll have to take on. 

I would add one more thing, 
Any company needs to change 
and grow and that’s very difficult 
for anyone who stays in the same 
job for very long. Commodore 
have had many senior managers 
come and depart but the Boss, 
Irving Gould, has not changed. 

It’s very hard for someone who 
has built a company to relinquish 
control - particiularly if it’s his own 
money that’s at stake. But the 
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time always comes for a change. 

So don’t give up hope. The 
Amiga, if it has succeeded in 
spite of Commodore in the past, 
may do so still. And you and I and 
the other loyal Amiga users may 
yet see it come through on top. 

As they used say in your country 
where the Amiga was created, 
hang in there and stay loose. 

Dear AUI 

Readers may be glad to know 
that the CDTV is very 
compatible with the Amiga 512 
software & extended 1 meg 
software. Also you can use 2 or 
3 disk drives when in the 
Amiga mode, and it is also 
capable of a Modem interface. 
So in a sense you’ve got two 
for the price of one. When in 
CDTV mode it will only 
recognise 1 disk drive i.e. the 
black one, until you turn the 
key at the back of the CDTV 
player. Make sure when you 
turn the key that the cd player 
is switched off. 

I myself am satisfied with 
the quality CDs which you can 
just get for it and that I hope 
more people will learn of the 
CDTV in the future. 

Yours Faithfully 
Tim D. Bartrop 

Dear Tim, 

You are right. More people should 
take notice of the CDTV which 
can now be bought at a 
ridiculously low price. Yes, CBM 
didn’t succeeed in breaking into 
the world’s sitting rooms with a 
new technology but that doesn’t 
mean that CDTV doesn’t have a 
pretty good bit of ability behind it. 

A cheap CD machine, sir? 
Why not try one that will run 
Amiga stuff and play your CDs? 
Right on, Tim! 

Dear AUI , 

I like AUI and I always have. 

But I have to tell you that I 
don’t think recently you’ve 
been competing for your 
readership. The other 
magazines have been offering 
full programs and though I 
frankly don’t think much of the 
mags themselves, it’s a great 
temptation to buy them just for 
the programs. Even if you don’t 
use a program all the time it’s 
nice to see it in the disk box! 

I think your articles treat the 
Amiga in a sensible way and 
though I’m no expert I can 
usually understand them. And 
even if I don’t ever get to use 
some of the super hardware 
and software you review it’s 
great to know it exists. It’s 
obvoius that some of the other 


mags don’t know what they are 
talking about and only give a 
superficial look at things. But 
they still give us all those juicy 
full programs, so what can an 
Amiga user do? 

Keep up the good work. I 
like your present coverdisks 
but let us have some full 
programs to go with them. 

All the best, 

Michael Sawyer 
Salisbury, 
Wilts 

Dear Michael, 

Great minds think alike... We get 
enough feedback to show us that 
Amiga users do like the stuff we 
print but they also, like you, want 
to fill their disk boxes. So this 
month and we hope to go on in 
the coming issues, there is a full 
program - Personal Paint - and 
very good it is too! Have fun with 
this one and don’t just leave it in 
your disk box. And thanks for the 
compliments - they are always 
encouraging. 

Dear AUI, 

Why is it that everyone goes 
mad at Christmas time and the 
TV and the papers are full of 
ads for hardware? Why do 
computers have to be reduced 
to the level of toys because I 
suppose that is what is what 
they are at this time. Is it true 
that parents do really rush out 
and buy their kids even PCs for 
Christmas pressies? Or is it 
just in this country? 

I spent some time in the 
States and the Amiga isn’t seen 
on TV there treated as an 
alternative to a Nintendo. In 
fact, most Amiga users there 
now seem to have 4000s! They 
don’t only want the computer 
to play games on. 

What is it about this country 
that we have reduced the whole 
Amiga scene to a scramble to 
sell or buy £25 games? I hate 
to sound like Disgusted of 
Tunbridge Wells - though I do 
often go there but isn’t there 
something wrong with a 
country that needs to ruin the 
Amiga like this? 

Sandra Mitchell 
Kent 

Dear Sandra, 

You may have put your finger on 
it..there could be something 
wrong with a country that seems 
to think that the Amiga is only for 
games. It’s an advanced piece of 
technology but it seems that the 
British software industry has 
been, in general, unable to come 
to terms with the machine as a 
serious computer. Virtually all the 


the productivity or business 
software and hardware add-ons 
have come out of the USA or 
Germany. Occasionally, you’ll get 
a Digita or a Rombo who do 
come up with something 
worthwhile but usually it’s the 
games side that rules. Why? 
Could it be that over recent years 
what has happened to this 
country is the quick buck - or 
rather pound - has come to be the 
important thing. Grab what you 
can and forget tomorrow. Serious 
computer products need planning 
and investment, two things that 
most British companies hardly do 
anymore. They’ve been given the 
example, no doubt, by a 
Governnment who have, to quote 
a past Conservative prime 
minister, “Sold the family silver.” If 
you do that, in other words if you 


take the easy way out, sooner or 
later it finds you out. 

Technically we’re great. But 
our technology goes abroad to 
countries where they don’t 
believe in trying to cheat their way 
to success or if not cheat at least 
get it on the cheap. They know 
that value for money doesn’t 
always come at the lowest price. 

And WE end up with 
Commodore having to try to sell a 
high tech machine as a toy for 
Christmas not for its best use but 
for its lowest price. Oh dear, it is a 
bit depressing, isn’t it? But even 
bad times don’t last for ever. 

We’ve got to believe that the 
goodies will win in the end. So a 
Happier New Year to you - and all 
Amiga users!, especially those 
reading AUI! 


Send your letters to: 
Write to Reply 

aui 

Amiga User International 
48 George Street, 
London W1H 5RT 



If you wish to send an Email letter to 
Write to Reply or Amiga Answers, aui 
can be contacted on CIX as 

Amigauser@compulink.co.uk 
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ARENA 

To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, telephone 071-487-4284 or fax 071-224-0547 


AMIGA SUPPLIES 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SUPPLIERS 


AMIGA POWER SUPPLY £28.99 


Genuine Commodore, 1 year warranty. Send us your faulty 
unit and pay only £18.99. Same day despatch by Parcelforce. 
Free mouse with each order. 


AMIGA REPAIR (A500/500+ ONLY) 


£37.99 Any fault (except keyboard faults) send machine with covering 
letter and payment. Price includes return carriage, 
insurance and 3 months warranty. 

A520 Modulator Amiga Mouse .... £6.00 

(exchange only - send A520 CIA.£15.00 

your old units) . £19.99 8362 Denise.£7.99 

1.2 Rom.£15.00 Exchange Internal Drive 

5719 Garry.£9.99 ...£34.99 

Cheques and postal orders to: 
x Omnidale Supplies, 23 Curzon Street, — 
Derby DEI 2ES. Tel: 0332 291219 m 


it FREE EXTERNAL DRIVE it FREE BLANK DISKS it 


will you as -jrJ5 j oooiij hmm o? vxmj. 

G.Y.P.D. are giving their 1000th member a 3.5" external drive & 50 blank disks FREE OF CHARGE, 
and don't forget that every 100th member will also receive 50 blank disks FREE. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

All P.D. disks 99p + free disks for lorge orders. Newsletters with reviews on new and old P.D. Competitions to win P.D,, blank disks and accessories/ 
hardware. When your membership has been processed you will receive your membership card, newsletter and catalogue disk. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE: 

To enrole as a member send your name & address along with £4.99. OR SEND £9.99 AND RECEIVE OUR TOP 10 P.D. DISKS. 

Please send P.O. or CHEQUE made payable to GRAVE YARD PUBLIC DOMAIN, 
31 CLEMENCE STREET, LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK NR32 2JJ TEL: (0502) 537589 


£1 G.V. BROAD £1 

inc AMIGA-PD inf 


p&p 


p&p 


DEPT: AUI, 43 BADGER CLOSE 
MAIDENHEAD, BERKS SL6 2TE 
TELEPHONE 0831-649386 
for a catalogue disk send 3 1st class stamps 
or 4 1st class for my cat disk & fish cat 1-930 

SMALL BUSINESS SUPER PACK, ONLY £10. 
“10 DISKS TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR FINANCES” 
ALMOST ALL YOU WILL EVER NEED 


VISION & SOUND 2000 ONLY £2.00p 

PLAY IT - HEAR IT - SEE IT - SHOW IT - READ IT 
2 DISKS CHOCKABLOCK WILL ALMOST DO IT ALL 


AHXOIJ) COMPUTER SUPPLIES ^ 

Amiga A1200 .£290 

Amiga CD32 .. £290 

Box oS so Blank Disks (including labels) . £19 

Free local delivery (10 mile radius) 

All your computer needs catered for. 

Please phone or fax for latest prices. 

Manga videos now in stock. 

Please ring for information pack. Prices from £10.99. 

Barry Voce 0602 264973 
11 Campion Street, Arnold, 
Nottingham NGs 8GR j 


JORVIK PD 

Jorvik Public Domain (Dept AUI) 

22 Hemlock Avenue, York Y03 9DG. 

Tel (0904) 624637 9am-9pm 
PD DISKS 79p p&p 50p per order 
CATALOGUE DISK 75p FREE p&p 
WE STOCK: FISH 1-930, LSD TOOLS 1-147 
ASI GAMES 1-148, SCOPE 1-220 
GRAPEVINE 1-18 and lots more 
THE FINAL FRONTIER DISK MAGAZINE #6 £6.25 
PLEASE ADD 50p FOR P&P WHEN ORDERING T.F.F 
Please make cheques payable to: D. Bateman 


GLOBAL P D 


GLOBAL PD 
PO Box 1000 
Stanford-le-Hope 
Essex SS17 7DW 
Tel: 0375 676048 
or 0375 675721 
(10am-4pm Mon-Sat) 
Please make cheques/postal orders 
payable to “GLOBAL PD” 


We stock a huge range of 
AMIGA public domain software. 
Over 10,000 titles available. 

Swift and helpful service. 

Same day dispatch*. 

*Excluding cheques. 

Send 80p or a blank disk & 1st class stamp 
FOR ( - 


OUR CATALOGUE DISK 

All disks are £1.00 each. Postage & packing 75p 
Choose an extra free disk for every £6.00 spent! 


WANTED 

DEAD OR ALIVE! 
AMIGA A500 
COMPUTERS 

WORKING OR NOT WORKING 
ANY CONDITIONED ACCEPTED 
ALSO MODULATORS, & POWER SUPPLIES WANTED 
WORKING OR NOT WORKING! 

TEL SOUTHEND 0702 - 207593 

SORRY BUT SOFTWARE & ACCESSORIES ARE NOT REQUIRED 


MAIL ORDER 


bTR 


7 Callender Road 
Catford, London. 
SE6 2QA 

TEL: (081)4731650 


PD WITH A DIFFERENCE 


* THE FINAL FRONTIER - This is the very highly 
acclaimed STAR TREK diskmag, full fo interesting 
features, photos, interviews, exclusive art by T. 
Richter, stories and lots more. Order your copy now. 
Issue 6 (5 disks) - £6.50 inc. p&p. Previous issues 
also available. 

* OvcrIOOMb of music modules with another 
100Mb+ planned for release. Ideal for those demos. 
Compatible with ScalaMM200+, InfoChannel, 
AmosPro, and any other programs that supports 
Modules. 

* Over 42Mb of IFF Sound Samples for use in Music 
Packages. 

* Over 100Mb of Classical Literature on disk ranging 
from Religious to Philosophical to Shakespeare 
plus much much more. Can be viewed directly from 
disk or imported into your favourite WP/DTP 
program. 

* Fred Fish I to 900+ always in stock. 

* Cocktail Recipes (6 disks/£15.00) - almost 1,000 
recipes to suit every drinking occasion, such as gin. 
Vodka, Tequilla, Champagne, Schnapps, Brandy, 
Vermouth, Sherry, Rum, plus a host of others. 

For a Free Information Pack Please Send A SAE 
Or Refer To Our Main Advert In This Issue 


- (EST 1990) - 

OVER 6000 AMIGA P.D. DISKS. 

PRICED FROM JUST 20p TO 69p 

All computers catered for 
A500/A500+/A600/A1200 
Fast friendly service, unmatched 
by any other library. 

Send a SAE + disk for FREE Cat. 

To: HORNESOFT P.D, 

23 STANWELL CLOSE, WINCOBANK, 
SHEFFIELD, S9 1PZ. 

TEL: 0242 422000 Ask for Chris. 

Our catalogue disk is unrivalled by any other. 
All latest disks available, someday despatch, 
virus free, error free. 

IF YOU WANT THE LATEST P.D 
WITH GOOD SERVICE 
THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN 

HORNESOFT P.D 

We treat customers as friends, 
and not just another cheque! 


TECHNICAL CONSULTANTS 


SOFTWARE SPECIALISTS 
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No job too big 
or small 
Call us Now 
on 

0426 

947183 


MV11GA MUSICIANS REQUIRED 

Full record deal. One off production. 
Send demo tapes/disks to: 

Technical Dimensions, 32 Midway, 
Walker, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE6 3PA 
Telephone: 091 263 7971 


AMIGA REPAIRS 


FAX YOUR COPY ON 071224 0547 


AMIGA 

REPAIRS 

FIXED PRICE £39.95* 

Includes VAT and return postage 

COMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS OF AH 
MANUFACTURERS REPAIRED 
CAH FOR PRICES ON OTHER SYSTEMS 

Qetum Amigas to: 

Everite Limited 

Vulcan House, Detmor Way, Hackbridge Qoad, Hackbridge, 6UQREY, 6M6 7AH. 

Include: Fault Description, Daytime Tel. No., Deturn address and CQpayable to Everite Limited. 
Dealer accounts welcome * Fixed price for A500/+ 









































































To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, telephone 071-487-4284 or fax 071-224-0547 


SOFTWARE SPECIALISTS ■ AMOS SPECIALISTS 


Coombe Valley 
Software 

Educational Adventures 
for 5-13 year olds 
Amiga Format Gold. 

Highest Rated Ed-Soft of 1993. 

CVS produces fully illustrated, text 
adventures for the younger player. All of 
the games help develop logical thought, 
reading and keyboard skills and most deal 
with specific educational topics, with the 
players selecting their own level of difficulty. 

MATHS DRAGON: 

Practices the four rules of number. 

For ages 5-12 

REASONING WITH TROLLS: 

Codes, anagrams, jumbled sentences etc. 
For ages 5-12 
FRACTION GOBLINS: 

:ractices the rules of number 
as applied to fractions. 8-13 
PICTURE FRACTIONS: 

Using words and numbers with fractions 
shown as pictures. 7-10 
TIME FLIES: 

12 and 24 hour times using words, 
hands and numbers. For ages 6-12 
TIDY THE HOUSE: 

A first adventure for ages 6-10 
CAVE MAZE: 

A first adventure for ages 8-12 

Send SAE for info. Send disc or 50p for demos. 
To. CVS, 18 Nelson Close, 
Teignmouth, Devon. TQ14 9NH mmgm 
F\1 Or call: 0626 779695 


ILINIOS PROFESSIONAL 

THE ULTIMATE LOW COST 
LABELLING SYSTEM 

Features: 

* Easy to use mouse interface. 

* Professional one, two or three way label printing. 

* Fully user configurable, with configuration program. 

* Print each label line in a different font and colourl 

* Mail-merge facility - import an ASCII document. 

* Speech ability - speak words, fieldnames, or 
records! 

* Print on virtually any label, including: mailing labels, 
video tape labels, disk labels, and recipe cards! 

* Full multi-tasking ability and iconify mode. 

* Compatible with any dot matrix printer. 

* Hard disk installable. 

* Works with all Amiga's, requires 1 megabyte of ram. 

* 119 page manual. 25 page tutorial, and free labels! 

Only £29.95! 

(Free P&P for U.K. Overseas orders please add E2.00) 
ENQUIRIES WELCOME: 0272 478402 





CODE WORKS SOFTWARE 

31 THE MEADOWS. HANHAM. BRISTOL BS1S 3PA 


THE OFFICIAL AMOS 

Public Domain Library 
TOTALLY AMOS 
Anne & Len have moved to 

17 Wickfarm Rd 
St Lawrence Bay 
Southminster 
Essex CM0 7PF 
Tel/Fax 0621 778804 


SIMULATIONS 


Railway S§MM8st*@f8§ 
for the Amiga 

Special Offer! Crewe 1992 and 
Doncaster 1992 for only £23.95 - 
normally £15.95 each. 

Over 50 other railway simulations 
available - SAE for complete list. 

SIAM Ltd. (Dept. AU02), 

1 St. David’s Close, 

Hemel Hempstead, 

Herts. HP3 8LU 


MISCELLANEOUS 


KEW=II 

SOFTWARE 



Est. 1989 


THE BEST QUALITY PD & SHAREWARE 

The LEADER- 

OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW! 

FREE FRIENDLY HELP BY POST or PHONE ANYTIME! 
_ FREE CLUB MEMBERSHIP _ 

PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS! BY NAME NUMBER AND 
SIZE! IT’S EASY! 

500k makes 1 bootable disk! 800k makes 1 non-bootable disk! 

FREELY UPDATED CATALOGUE WITH FULL 
DESCRIPTIONS INDEX & VIRUS CHECKER £1! 
Phone for the LATEST PROGRAMS! 

>3 disks £1.50 
■ or more 
I ONLY £1.25! 


PO Box 672 
South Croydon 
Surrey CR2 9YS 
Tel: 081-657 1617 




PowerBase 

The Ultimate DataBase 
See Page 99 
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ARE 


Every month put your company infront of over 
100,000 potential customers in the AUI ARENA, 
the classified section to end all others. 

All you have to do is supply us with text, two of 
your company colours, which section you'd like 
your ad to appear under and we’ll do the rest. 

The cost to you for an ad 40mm x 1 column would be 
from £35-00 a month, further rates and series 
discounts available on request. 

ARENA will typeset your ad, give you your 
own section heading and even put your ad in 
colour for you -free! 

To enter the ARENA, simply fill out the form below 
and send it to the address shown, or telephone Jake 
Deadman or Rob Kelly on the numbers shown to 
discuss your needs further. 

Get out of the wilderness... 
get in the ARENA. 


N A 

E R 


NAME:. 

COMPANY:. 

ADDRESS:. 

TELEPHONE:. 

SIZE OF AD REQUIRED:. 

SERIES LENGTH REQUIRED: (Minimum booking, 3 months) .. 

HEADING/COLOUR:. 

SIGNATURE:. 

Please send to, AUI ARENA, 52 George Street, London. W1H 5RF. 
Or telephone us on; 071-487-4284. Or fax us on 071-224-0547. 


FAX YOUR COPY ON 071224 0547 



















































□k, Wiseguys, let’s 
see your photos! 
Maybe even you can 
win a Vidi-24 RT! 


Two runners up will receive the 
excellent Vidi 12 each worth £199. 

Entries must be colour prints 
not larger than 10" x 8" and must be 
your own property and not taken 
from some magazine - even AUI\ - 
or a postcard you’ve bought! 

We’re sorry but no photos can 
be returned, so don’t send us that 
irreplaceable daguerrotype of your 
great-grandmother sitting on the 
Loch Ness monster. 

Entries must reach us by March 
31st 1994 and the decision of the 
Editor - who reckons himself 
something of an art critic - is final. 


Send your entries to: 

The Rombo Vidi Competition, 
AUI 48-52 George Street, 
London,W1H 5RF 


User International magazine. The 
Amiga - or AUI or anything relevant 
to an Amiga - doesn't have to star 
it can be tiny but it has to be there. 

What we want is some 
imaginative treatment of the subject 
- show us how David Baileyish you 
are. And we - or rather Rombo who 
are kindly giving us the prizes - will 
offer you fame too. because they 
have told us that the winning photo 
will appear in a forthcoming 
advertisement. This could mean 
worldwide exposure for you - your 
chance at the bigtime! 

The winning entry will get one of 
the brand new Rombo 24 bit real 
time digitisers - the Vidi 2, worth 
£299. 


It grabs as the RT suggests in real 
time so there is no boring hanging 
about! 

The same applies to the 
competition! 

All you have to do is send us a 
photograph of your own. The 
photograph must either be on a 
Scottish theme - that doesn’t mean 
of Scotland necessarily, it could 
even be of a bottle of scotch or 
anythingJn any way that could be 
associated with something Scottish 
- or a photograph that somewhere 
contains within it something 
connected with (not to;!) an Amiga. 
It can be anything ever^j an Amiga 

\ 


T he Vidi-Amiga is one of 
the greatest graphics 
products to appear on 
your favourite computer. 
In our review this month we have 
given it a superb 98%. The new 
add-on is one that everybody would 
love to have and there is a colossal 
demand building up so that it’s 
obviously going to be one of the 
really top Amiga products of 1994. 

And unlike some graphics add¬ 
ons it will go with any Amiga so 
anyone can enter for this 
competition and have a terrific time 
with this really easy-to-use digitiser. 


aui FEBRUARY 1994 










PROFESSIONAL J 

1% FOOTBALL MASTERS 4 

^ VERSION ■ 

Quite simply the best Football management game for your computer. 

We have served thousands of satisfied customers during our 4 years of 
trading. Over 10,000 man hours (during 5 years) has been dedicated to 
the production of this constantly improving game. It is one of the most 
realistic and accurate representations of a professional football managers 
annual challenge to tactically out wit and conquer every opponent. 
Managers: 1 to 4 Human players, Ratings, Performance statistics, sack 
and offers. 3 Difficulty levels, Manager of the month and season 
awarded, Pools, Pick any team in any division to begin with. 

League & Cup: Premier 22 teams, Division 1,2 & 3 have 24 teams, 
Play-offs, Tables. 7 Cup competitions with precise rules (2 legs, extra 
time, away goal rule, seeded draws, European Cup tables, 5 subs, 
non-domestic player restrictions etc.), Finalist route to glory. 

• Games: Yearly fixture/previous list, Week fixtures/results, Results from 
previous meeting with opponent (goes back up to 6 seasons). 

faqv to pi av Animntorl Joystick or Mouse. 

1 or 2 players 


^ STABLE 

aT* master* 




Players : Real life statistics reflecting the start of 93/94 season with 
real positions, height, age.- Live transfer market, Contract & wage 
negotiations, Preferred foot (left/right/both)/Loans, Injuries, Training, 
Special talents, Trainees, Goalkeepers (separate skill categories), 
Defenders, Midfielders, Attackers & Utility, Retirements, Foreign 
transfers, Unhappy players, Top 10 Hotshots. 

Team: Training, Tactics (15 different styles), Aggression, Formation 
allows specific player field settings (Left winger, Sweeper etc.). 

Club : Sponsorship, Ground improvements, View opponent, Finances 
The Match: Real time scoreboard reporting goals & injuries yellow/red 
cards, Sound effects, Interventions permitted at any time to 
change tactics, formations and make subs. Physical graphical penalty 
participation (optional). Over 80 different referees. 

Other : Fast load/save, Printer access, 20 Options to set various 
game preferences, Instruction book, Easy to play, Technical support. 
Plus: Over 100 other meticulous refinements impossible to list here. 
Editor : Allows you to amend various items in saved games. £12 Extra 
Scottish : Dedicated version details available upon request. 


CRICKET MASTERS 


This is a purely managerial cricket manager game that concentrates on 
strategy and includes plenty of relevant statistics. The game has been 
designed and developed by a true fan of the sport. It replicates everything 
that a real manager has to contend with and it's a totally unique 
production that anyone with an interest in Cricket should experience. 

A summary of the main features is shown below:- 
AXA EQUITY & LAW 18 league county teams, 50 overs per game. 

4 Cup competitions including Benson & Hedges, Nat West. 

20 different match umpires with accurate names and strictness. 

• Accurate player details Surname, height and age. 

• 27 different player attributes. Most skills have a direct impact on the 
effectiveness of each individuals actions during a simulated match. 

• Easy player selection. All game text is clearly presented. 

• Batting and bowling averages. Top batting and bowling tables. 

• 3 Different training intensities to boost batting, bowling or fielding. 

• Weather, pitch and light often make an impact on ground condition. 


•Full match highlights let you 
watch the action ball by ball with 
full graphics and/or realistic 
sampled sound effects for 
significant events (Fours, Umpire 
decisions, etc.). Interventions are 

permitted at any time to change batting tactics or fielding placings. 

• 3 Batting/Bowling classifications (Normal, Attack and Defend). 

• Choice of 15 different field placings. 

• Full scorecard results with best batting and bowling figures. 

• Other staff (Physio, Groundkeeper, Scout) can be hired and fired. 

• Annual league fixtures listing. Current week and last league results. 

• View current cup competition draws and historic records. 

• Real time transfer market. Player contract and wage negotiations. 

• Sponsors, Printer access, Finances, Poor ground fines, Manager rating. 

• 15 Options to alter game preferences, Load/Save game. 

• Instruction book with plenty of examples. 

• Plus many more fine details that we are unable to list here. 


This game has been designed to be as close to real racing as possible. 
Five years of development by a clever racing expert has led to the 
second revision of this Flat Horse Racing Simulation. 

Up to 4 players can participate as Owner Trainers with the primary 
objective of becoming the top rated trainer, in respect of prize money 
won, at the end of each racing season (March to November). There 
are up to 35 other intelligently controlled computer trainers to compete 
against and compare your personal performance. 

To achieve this aim you must discover a potential champion and train 
them so that they become capable of competing well and winning any 
of the 47 big prize money races (Handicap and Group), eg. The Derby 
To give you an idea of the tools provided in this game to assist you 
reaching your objective we have listed the main features below:- 

• 250 horses each with over 60 independent variables. 

• 26 different race courses (2 all weather), real life characteristics 
mirroring the diversity of racecourses in the UK (descriptions provided). 


ORACLE 


• 20 Jockeys who vary in ability and booking fees, Orders & Feedback. 

• Formbook and Win Summary Cards cover the previous 200 races. 

• Animated race display or just the result. View Declaration List for races. 

• Very informative report by Head stable lad. Tipsters. Bookmakers. 

• Racecards similar to racing press. Real life. Handicaps & Race Types. 

• Viruses, Injuries & Vets. Load/Save game. Many other items included. 
Version 1 is available upon request (Simple training & betting) @ £15. 


Open National Tipping Competition 1991 : Organised^ 
by Racecall, regulated by the Tote, this program achieved 
joint second. This led to a serious approach from a well knowrT 
national book maker. Rejected in favour of supporting the public. 
Winnings Statistics: 104 wins out of 166, as from 2/6 to 1 /9/93. 
Formula: This program tells you exactly what to do. You are NOT 
permitted to amend our system unlike so many other similar programs. 
How confident can you be in something that invites amendments! 
Research & Development: Three years full time race analysis and 
experimentation to refine and test the prediction system. 

Inside Knowledge: Plenty of unique hints from contacts in the know. 
User Friendly: No racing knowledge required, easy to use, tutorial book. 
Restricted Sales: As soon as our programs predictions have a prolific 
impact on the betting odds we will stop accepting new buyers. 

Monthly Updates: Highly recommended option. If any update fails to 
break even well send the next one free of charge. From £25. 

Price Increase: Highly likely. Buy now before success forces increase. 


World Gup Opicket Masters 


A fantastic graphical and/or tactical representation of Cricket that has 
been completely written by a traditional fan. You can physically 
participate with batting and/or bowling or leave it to the computer to 
automatically handle. See full feature list below:- 



24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOT-UNE 


GAME OPTIONS 

• 1 Day limited overs or test. 

• White or coloured clothing. 

• Three Cricket grounds. 

• Load/Save game. Skill levels. 

• Computer/Human players. 


• Sound Commentary. 

• Umpire signals. 

• All the strokes cut, pull, drive, etc. 

•Appeals, dropped catches, run outs 

• Bouncers, wides and no balls. 


STATISTICS 

• Scorecard & bowling analysis. 

• Weather and ground reports 

• Wagon Wheel 

• Manhattan Chart. 

PLAYER VARIETY 

• Rated on 8 adjustable factors. 

• Left and right handed players. 

• Range of batting types. 

• Editor to amend game stats. 

• Bowler types include seam, 
swing, change and both type's of 
spin with 8 speed levels. 


‘ ' ^1 48 HOUR DISPATCH 

• CHEQUE PAYMENTS 
FRIENDLY CONTROLS lf Y ou have a guarantee 

• Icon driven with point & click. c N ue tard or credit card 

• Large 3D scrolling screen P lease wite its "amber on 
covering the entire ploying area. reverse °f Y our cheque, 

• Mouse controls bowler's line, doin 9 so wil1 ensure <Mc 
length, direction field settings. Wld, ' n ^ h° u,s °f receipt. 

• Joystick control of batsman's OUR ADDRKS^ 
attack level, strokes and ESP Software hlUMMII 


running between wickets. 
VARIABLE CONDITIONS 

• Surface end pace of pitch 

* fain, bod light, cloud cover, 
temperature and'humidity. 


doing so will ensure dispatch 
within 48 hours of receipt. 

OUR A DDRESS 
ESP Software fciutwnd 

32a Soulhchurcl) Road, 
Southend-on-Sea, 

Essex SSI 2ND. England. 
EEL. (0702) 600557 
EAR- (0702) 613747 


( 0702 ) 600557 


MAIL ORDERS 


l^J 

| All the programs detailed in this advert ore only available by direct mail. 


DESCRIPTION _ 

Professional Football Masters V4 



AU 


Oracle Horse Tipster (RRP £99.95) 


CREDIT CARD NUMBER & FXPIRV 


E.& 0. E. 


PRICE 

24.95 

12.00 

24.95 

75.00 

24.95 

24.95 

Ilf) 


mmm 


TOTAL 


N4Mf 

'ADDRESS 
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ACCELERATE 


FRpM 8 TO 28 




Supra Turbo 28 


The Supra Turbo 28 accelerator turns 
your Amiga 500 or Amiga 2000 into a 
28MHz speedster for only £139,95! 

Now you can run high-performance 
programs without investing in high- 
priced hardware. 

The A500 unit is completely external. 

Just plug and play. No need to open the 
case and risk invalidating your warrenty. 

A unique bus passthrough slot enables you 
to add additional external expansion units 
such as hard drives and RAM. 

The A2000 unit plugs easily into the 86- 
pin coprocessor slot. 

Both versions are designed for compatibility 
with other Amiga add-in units. 

The Supra Turbo 28 out-paces expensive 
accelerators. But if you need to slow down 
for games or older software, use the 
external on/off switch or the software 
speed control. 

This package contains detailed 
installation instructions and everything you 
need to increase your computers speed 
from 7MHz to 28MHz in record time. 




* UH' 


. 


Enables the use of high speed modems 
while multi-tasking. 

Makes the Workbench environment more 
responsive 

Lets you run more complex animation at 
faster speeds 

Speeds decompression and loading of still 
graphics 


Enhaces the speed of graphic display 
the performance of many games 

Reduces the time required for compiling 
programs 

Completely compatible with 68000 
processor - even while accelerated 
Easy A2000 installation 


Supra Deutschland GmbH 
Postfach 2154 • D-50250 Pulheim • Germany 

Phone:+(49)-2234-9859-0 
Fax: +(49)-2234-89068 







